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      In memory of James Montgomery Boice (1938-2000), preacher, pastor-scholar, defender of the Faith

    

  


  
    
      
        
        
        He that has light within his own clear breast,

        May sit i' the centre, and enjoy bright day;

        But he that hides a dark soul, and foul thoughts,

        Benighted walks under the mid-day sun;

        Himself is his own dungeon.

      

      

      

      
        
        — John Milton, Comus (1634) lines 381-385

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            FOREWORD

          

        

      

    

    
      I wrote this epistle to my students, some of whom were preparing for Chaplain ministry, and others who were pastors completing doctoral work at the seminary where I taught. I wanted to impress upon each and all that their studies not only prepared them for service to Christ and His Church but came with an extraordinary responsibility. I pray my message to those students will, through the agency of the Holy Spirit, will be of Gospel support to others.

      
        
        Michael A. Milton

        Sunday before Pentecost 2023
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            A LETTER TO MY STUDENTS

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

      

      

      
        
        — 2 Timothy 2:15
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        * * *

      

      It may be challenging to comprehend all the research, writing, editing, proofreading, and email-arm wrestling with your friendly neighborhood doctoral adviser as an act of grace or a gift to others for God. However, for those engaged in theological studies, the doctoral or master’s thesis should be an enduring gift to God and humankind. We can assert this confidently because we see the truth illustrated powerfully in the Bible.

      Paul’s Parting Plea

      The Apostle Paul, in 2 Timothy 2:15, admonishes Timothy to practice diligence in scholarship. Paul is speaking of biblical scholarship. “Rightly dividing the word of truth” refers to the Bible. Timothy had an example in Paul of a man who studied the classics. Saul of Tarsus’ training as a rabbi was comprehensive and undoubtedly strenuous. The Apostle Paul was able to quote Cretan poets and Greek philosophers alike. When his vast study of Scripture was ignited by faith in Christ, he became a sharp instrument in the Master’s hands. But for what? What is the vision of Christian scholarship? The Apostle Paul called Timothy to uncompromising and unsurpassed scholarship because Timothy was to be engaged in cosmic transformation soul by soul. We, therefore, pursue scholarship for souls safe in the arms of Jesus when He comes again.:

      
        
        “For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? For you are our glory and joy” (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20, NKJV).
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        * * *

      

      Questions for Discussion and Reflection

      1. How does the idea of "rightly dividing the word of truth" challenge us to approach the study of the Bible with diligence and precision, especially in today's world where interpretations can vary widely?

      

      2. In what ways can scholarship in theological studies be viewed as a gift to God and humankind, echoing Paul's assertion in 2 Timothy 2:15? How does this perspective affect our approach to academic pursuits?

      

      3. Reflecting on Paul's example of comprehensive study and his transformation through faith in Christ, how can a deep understanding of both biblical and secular knowledge enhance our ability to serve as instruments for God's work in the world?

      

      4. What is the ultimate purpose of Christian scholarship, as envisioned by the Apostle Paul in his call to Timothy? How does our pursuit of knowledge contribute to the broader mission of cosmic transformation, soul by soul?

      

      5. Paul's emphasis on the future hope and joy in the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20) suggests that our scholarly endeavors have eternal significance. How can we keep this perspective as we engage in theological studies and research?

      

      6. How might we practically apply the principles of diligent scholarship and "rightly dividing the word of truth" in our seminary or Bible study groups to ensure that we are effectively equipping ourselves and others for the work of ministry and fulfilling God's purposes?
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            DR. BOICE’S UNFORGETTABLE ADMONITION

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.

      

      

      
        
        — 1 Corinthians 9:23 ESV
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        * * *

      

      I shall never forget when Dr. James Montgomery Boice (1938-2000) visited our fledgling church plant in Overland Park, Kansas (Redeemer Presbyterian Church, Overland Park). We had borrowed the sanctuary of a local Episcopal church in anticipation of his visit. Our little core group was overwhelmed with gratitude when Dr. Boice graciously agreed to preach at our church plant. But we never expected the remarkable response. Over three hundred people came to hear the noted Bible scholar and pastor. Dr. Boice, the former editor of Christianity Today and the Radio Bible Study Hour speaker, preached from the Epistle to the Romans that night. Many of those who came were brought into the church and are still in the church in Overland Park. Some may have ended up at the Episcopal church (they are a fine Anglican parish, now, and I am sure they would have been nourished well). After the service, Dr. Boice came home with my wife, our son, and me. Mae fixed us a late supper. It just so happened that I was taking off the following day for the United Kingdom. I had a month of doctoral studies ahead of me.

      I was halfway through my Doctor of Philosophy program at the University of Wales. Dr. Boice inquired about my studies. A graduate of the University of Basel, Switzerland (there he planted a local church even as he pursued his doctoral studies) and a Harvard and Princeton graduate, Dr. James Montgomery Boice was unsurpassed in his scholarship. There was not an ounce of higher criticism in Boice’s theological method, though he had read and could debate the works of Friedrich Daniel Ernst Schleiermacher (1768-1834) with the best of skeptics. While Boice’s pedagogical pedigree was unrivaled, his role in the larger Church of our Lord Jesus Christ was that of an indubitable servant-leader and a humble “Doctor of the Church.” As the evening ended, Dr. Boice looked at me as if he were sizing me up. He then spoke words I can never forget: “Mike, always remember that the Church of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is worthy of the highest scholarship. There is no greater use for your Ph.D. than to make known the truth of God’s Word to little children.” Whether Dr. Boice sensed a foul odor of academic ambition, I do not know. Regardless, his point was well taken and reverently received. So, “that which I have received from the Lord” through Dr. Boice, I say to you all: “Use your studies as a gift in the service of ‘the least of these in God’s Church.’”
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        * * *

      

      Questions for Discussion and Reflection

      1. Reflecting on the Apostle Paul's statement, "I do it all for the sake of the gospel," how can we ensure that our academic pursuits and scholarly endeavors are genuinely motivated by a desire to serve and share the gospel message?

      
      2. Dr. James Montgomery
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