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Yes, God still speaks
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The greatest privilege granted to the child of God is not merely to know about God, but to know His voice. From the beginning of Scripture to its glorious conclusion, the Lord reveals Himself as the God who speaks.

He called Adam in the garden, spoke to Abraham beneath the stars, thundered from Sinai, whispered to Elijah in the stillness, and finally spoke through His Son, Jesus Christ, the living Word. The Holy Spirit continues to lead, convict, comfort, and instruct those who belong to Christ. 

Jesus declared, "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me" (John 10:27). Hearing God's voice is therefore not reserved for a select few; it is the inheritance of every believer who walks in humble fellowship with the Shepherd. Yet His voice is seldom heard amid the relentless noise of a distracted, self-absorbed, and spiritually confused world. Those who desire to hear Him must cultivate hearts that are quiet before God, surrendered to His will, and rooted deeply in His Word.

The voice of God will never contradict His own character or His written Word. He speaks truth because He is truth. His voice produces holiness, humility, repentance, faith, love, and obedience. Though His words may correct, they never manipulate; though they may wound the conscience, they always heal the soul that responds in repentance. 

The Spirit of God magnifies Christ rather than self, directs attention toward the Kingdom rather than personal glory, and calls believers to take up their cross rather than pursue selfish ambition. Every impression, prophecy, dream, vision, teaching, or inward prompting must therefore be tested against the Scriptures. A generation that neglects the Bible will soon lose the ability to distinguish the Shepherd's voice from the voices of strangers.

Scripture repeatedly warns that many voices compete for the ears of God's people. There is the voice of the flesh, urging comfort over holiness and self over surrender. There is the voice of the world, celebrating compromise, human wisdom, and moral rebellion while mocking the authority of God. 

There is also the voice of the enemy, who disguises lies as enlightenment, temptation as freedom, and deception as spiritual revelation. Satan has never ceased speaking; he simply changes his vocabulary to suit every generation. 

False prophets, deceptive teachers, seductive ideologies, counterfeit spiritual experiences, and flattering messages that appeal to human pride all seek to drown out the clear voice of Christ. Therefore, believers must exercise spiritual discernment, refusing to follow every persuasive personality or popular movement, but testing every spirit to see whether it is from God.

Learning to hear God is inseparable from learning to obey Him. Spiritual sensitivity grows through faithful obedience, just as spiritual dullness grows through persistent compromise. 

Every act of obedience sharpens the ear of the believer, while every deliberate sin hardens the heart against divine conviction. Prayer, meditation on Scripture, worship, fasting, and continual dependence upon the Holy Spirit cultivate a life that becomes increasingly familiar with the Shepherd's voice. Those who spend time in God's presence discover that His voice carries a unique peace, authority, purity, and certainty that no counterfeit can imitate for long. The more intimately we know Christ Himself, the more quickly we recognise what does not belong to Him.

Now more than ever, the Church must become a people whose ears are tuned to heaven rather than to the endless opinions of earth. This is an hour to reject every false gospel, every counterfeit anointing, every manipulative voice, and every philosophy that exalts itself above the knowledge of God. 

Guard your heart diligently, saturate your mind with Scripture, remain filled with the Holy Spirit, and keep your eyes fixed upon Jesus, the Good Shepherd. His voice still calls His people through the darkness, leading them in paths of righteousness, warning them of danger, correcting them in love, and guiding them safely toward His eternal Kingdom.

Blessed are those who refuse the clamour of deception and choose instead to listen carefully, discern wisely, and faithfully follow the voice of the One who alone is Truth, Life, and Lord.
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God wants to speak to His children
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There is this strange notion these days that God no longer speaks to His people. It is said that God spoke in the Old Testament and that God speaks today only through His Word. Yes, it is true that God does speak through His Word, but the wonderful and glorious news is that God does speak to His children. He has a voice, we have ears, and there is definite communication! 

Some even say that one is crazy to think one hears from God (voices in the head apparently speak of a deep-seated disorder). 

Others claim it is purely your imagination. This is sad because God is an incredibly personal God who wants to communicate with His children. He wants to talk to us, and He wants us to talk to Him. Just because someone has not heard from God does not mean He doesn’t speak! Think about it. The Creator of all actually speaks to us! He does not just speak to the apostles or the prophets but to every believer. This is the God whom we serve. An awesome God who is not distant, but a God who wants a personal relationship with us. 

There is no clear and simple formula for hearing the voice of God. I got saved in December 2001, when I was alone in my apartment late in the evening. My life was a train wreck. Miserable, lost in the dark, and having given up hope. Out of that chaos, I hear the voice of the Lord. Before then, I had attended a church but had no relationship with the Lord. Hardly spoke to Him. How did I know it was Him speaking? Well, it is difficult to explain, since I was not even spiritually awake, but in that moment I just knew, somehow, that this is God speaking.

And what did He say? I still remember those words today. “Are you ready to serve Me?” Yes, those are the first words I heard from God. Sure, I believe God was speaking to me long before that, but I was not listening. There in my apartment, an appointed time had arrived, which is known as a Kairos moment. God spoke, and I listened. Was His voice loud? Was it audible? It was a still inner voice.

Some will say I was probably imagining something. Or it was my own voice. So how do I know it was God’s voice? Because when I answered “yes”, everything changed. God turned my life upside down. He made me into a new creation. He came to save and redeem me. But I needed to react and listen. I needed to answer God’s call.

I heard God’s voice even before I was baptised in the Spirit of God. I heard even before I was baptised in water. By the way, I was baptised in the Spirit before in the water. With God, there are no set formulas. We often try to place him in a box. After all, we live in a world where so many things come with a manual or a list of instructions. So we want to follow a list of instructions or read a manual on how to hear God’s voice. But it doesn’t work like that; God is not defined by our definitions. He is a supernatural God.

John 10 says, “2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5 Yet they will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” So those who know God know His voice.  

God wants us to hear Him! He wants to speak to us, just as He longs for us to speak to Him. I didn’t know God when I heard His voice, but God allowed my spiritual ears to be open to comprehend what I was hearing. Since that day, my life has been about knowing God. As we know Him, we shall know His voice. God is not silent. The problem is never with God, but we as mankind fail to hear Him. We are so busy with life and preoccupied with so much noise around us that we do not hear Him speaking.

Few things have the capacity to speak to people more than talk of ‘hearing from God’. People who don’t follow Jesus find it unsettling because it sounds as if we’ve got voices in our heads that we think are divinely inspired. Despite all that, we need to be quite clear: Christians hear from God. We worship a God who speaks, from the third verse of Genesis to the penultimate verse of Revelation.

‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God’ (John 1:1). Yes, God has always been the Word, and He still speaks to us as the Logos (written Word) and Rhema (spoken word). We are sons and daughters of a loving Father, who wants a relationship with his children. We are the temple in which He lives and makes Himself known. We are the sheep of our great shepherd, and sheep know their master’s voice. We are a body in which people prophesy, speak words of wisdom and knowledge, and use other spiritual gifts to edify each other. We are those to whom God has spoken, in these last days, through His Son and Spirit. We may get ourselves into a muddle and silliness sometimes, but as Christians, we are those who hear the voice of God. That’s how we came to follow Jesus in the first place.

The writer of the Hebrews talks about Jesus as God’s climactic and definitive act of speech: in years gone by, he says, God spoke to our ancestors in all sorts of ways, but now he has spoken to us by his Son (Hebrews 1:1–2). The primary way of hearing the voice of God is through encountering God, or in other words, the person of Jesus. John 14 says, “6 Jesus said to him, 'I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me." Jesus is the way of salvation and the way to a relationship with God as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Through the redemption by the Blood, we enter into a relationship with God, and we can then hear Him speak!

If we want to hear God, we need to know him. This implies a relationship. Samuel heard the voice of God but did not recognise it until he was instructed by Eli (1 Samuel 3:1–10). So many these days are saying they have not heard God speak. The reality is that God does speak; the problem is that we are not tuned into Him. We either fail to recognise His voice because we do not know him, or we are too busy in this world, or our voice or the voice of the world speaks louder, drowning out the divine.

To hear God’s voice, we must belong to God. Jesus said, “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me” (John 10:27). Those who hear God’s voice are those who belong to Him—those who have been saved by His grace through faith in the Lord Jesus. These are the sheep who hear and recognise His voice, because they know Him as their Shepherd. If we are to recognise God’s voice, we must belong to Him. 

Yes, God has always spoken to His people. If it be in the Garden of Paradise, or to the kings and prophets of old, or to those under the New Covenant, God is real and alive. In the New Testament, Jesus in the manifested physical form, spoke with a physical voice while on earth for 33 years. After His ascension, the Holy Spirit has come to primarily speak on behalf of the Trinity, even though the Father and the Son may speak as well to us as the Sovereignly choose. In Revelation 1, we read of John’s vision of Jesus, “17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying to me, “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. 18 I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death. 19 Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after this.” Oh yes, as Jesus in His glorified splendour spoke to John, so the Lord speaks to us who are still living. He will keep speaking to us for all eternity! We serve an awesome and wonderful God! 

The disciples knew the voice of Jesus, for they knew Jesus. They walked with Him for years. They were constantly in His presence. They were constantly in His shadow, listening, hearing and watching. If we truly want to know the voice of the Lord, then we need to know God. It is that simple. The more we know someone, the more we know their voice, and as important, how they speak. Granted, God deals with all His people differently, for we are unique, but God is God, and there is a way in which He speaks. This is incredibly important, for we need to discern between His voice, the voice of the world, the voice of your subconscious and the voice of the devil. 

Just remember, our walk with God goes deeper than just listening to His voice. We are called to be intimate with God. Understanding the multifaceted ways God speaks is not just about hearing His voice as much as it is about developing a personal relationship and greater intimacy with Him. People can have a prophetic gift and understand mysteries, but without intimacy, those revelations will lack true fruit and will not be sustained for any length of time. Furthermore, spiritual insight doesn’t come to impart more knowledge to us; it comes to be applied to our lives.

Often, believers will question whether God still speaks to us in this day and age. When this question arises, they are often referring to the audible voice of God. God can speak to us audibly if He so chooses; however, when it comes to hearing God’s voice outside the traditionally accepted means, at times it can be through something that gains our attention because it is unusual or out of character. We are not cookie-cutter Christians; we are unique beings, and therefore God will speak to us in ways that are unique to our spiritual makeup. God does not speak the same way to each of us. Sometimes His words come as a natural incident or event that is a revelation to you. This is not an invitation for us to go looking for omens, but if something is a little freaky, jumps out at you, or is regularly repeated, then take the time to get God’s perspective on it by looking at it through the lens of Scripture.

We hear His voice when we spend time in Bible study and quiet contemplation of His Word. The more time we spend intimately with God and His Word, the easier it is to recognise His voice and His leading in our lives. We should be so familiar with God’s Word that when someone speaks error to us, it is clear that it is not of God. At the end of the day, we need to know God intimately to know when He is speaking to us. If we fail to do so, we can be led astray by the voice of the world, or even our flesh. 

God is so interested in us hearing Him and speaking to us that He sent the Holy Spirit to be with His adopted children. In the gospels, Jesus promises that He will send the Holy Spirit, or Paraclete (John 14:16). Although difficult to translate, we can understand the Paraclete as the One who comes alongside us in order to comfort, encourage, convict and coach. Holy Spirit often speaks to us in promptings and impressions on our hearts, encouraging us through trials, coaching us through challenges and prompting us to share the good news of the Gospel with others. Through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, we hear God’s voice, and we are guided, strengthened, edified, and empowered to do the will of the Lord.

Conversations with God, Book 1: An Uncommon Dialogue spent over two and a half years on the New York Times Best Sellers List, and in 2006, a movie based on the book was released. Conversations with God, or CwG, is the brainchild of Neale Donald Walsch. In 1995, Walsch released the first book in the series, followed by eight more books, all written as dialogues between Walsch and “God.” 

The basic premise of the series is that God is “speaking” to everyone all the time and that Walsch began listening. Walsch claims divine inspiration for Conversations with God, saying that God literally spoke to him (“over my right shoulder”), and he wrote down what he heard as if taking dictation. However, in an April 7, 2000, interview on CNN’s Larry King Live, Walsch admitted that he couldn’t be sure that it was God speaking and that the books could have been the product of his own subconscious.

In Conversations with God, Walsch says a voice told him that God is everything and everything is God. Therefore, we humans are “God.” Everyone around you is simply “you” in a different form, and we are all “God.” Here, Walsch is repeating one of Satan’s original lies, “You will be as God” (Genesis 3:5). Walsch also claims in the Conversations with God series that all life is eternal. Death is “the great illusion.” There is no judgment, no punishment, and no hell, for there is no reason for any of that—there is no sin. After death, a person goes to a different level of existence in order to “continue the evolution of the human soul.” This teaching in Conversations with God is in direct conflict with Hebrews 9:27 and many other passages of Scripture that teach the reality of judgment after death. Except for so many things in the series of books not lining up with the Word of God, it was simply the ‘way’ or the manner in which God ‘spoke’ that simply didn’t make sense. If we truly know God, we know His voice, and clearly, the book did not contain God’s voice. We also know His truth, and we will not be misled by devious or deceptive teachings.

Another example of the importance of knowing God’s voice is the deceptive work called Jesus Calling, a devotional by Sarah Young, which has multiplied into a publishing empire with offerings of Jesus Calling editions for teens and for children, calendars, editions with special leather covers, accompanying journals, a storybook, and even a devotional Bible. It was followed up by Jesus Listens. 

It is written as though Jesus is speaking the words (Jesus advising on first-person language). Young claimed to receive the words directly from Jesus. Young’s admission that a primary influence on her was the book God Calling by “Two Listeners” certainly raised red flags. The problem is not that God doesn’t speak directly, for He has always done so, but what He says and how He says it.  If we don’t know God, we shall not know His voice, and not knowing His voice can lead us down a path of deception, confusion and apostasy. 

Throughout the history of religion, you will find an impersonal relationship between a god and the devotees.  If this is the ancient Canaanite religions of Baal worship, or the gods of Greece and Rome, or the gods of the Aztecs, you do not find a real personal relationship between man and god. This includes the Vikings, who worshipped many gods and goddesses, each with their own personality and stories. There are many tales of the greatness of such gods – impersonal and cold. However, the true greatness of the Lord of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is that He wants to fellowship with man. And such fellowship includes a relationship of intimacy, love, hope and kindness.

The pagan has always had a fatalistic outlook on life, especially in ancient times. He believed that the individual is helpless; that he is wholly at the mercy of relentless forces outside of himself; that there's nothing he can do to improve his lot. Mythology tells how special gods were in charge of everything affecting human life. Some gods controlled thunder; some controlled lightning; some controlled rain. There were sun gods, love gods, gods of jealousy, gods of hatred, and gods of war. Whimsical and prankish gods looked after everything. All that man could do was to keep peace with them by making such sacrifices, human and otherwise, as were dictated by tribal custom.

From the pagan viewpoint, man is passive. His place is fixed. He has no freedom of will. His fate is decreed. If he tries to resist, his efforts will be futile. So mankind constantly tried to appease the gods. Gods were viewed as the ones who controlled all things. Such a relationship is thus cold, impersonal, and not based on any form of love, hope or fulfilment. This is, however, not the case with the loving God of Israel, who is the only true and real God, the God of Jew and Gentile. The King of kings and Lord of lords – a personal and loving God. 

Some point to the sacrificial system of the Israelites that mirrored the call for sacrifices by other pagan religions. Thus, they say all religions are the same. Such sacrifices did exist in the days of Israel, but then again, no human sacrifice was required. The other major difference in the ancient days, even though God did require sacrifices as part of the people’s obedience, is that He showed Himself to be a personal and loving God. When God called upon Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac (Genesis 22), it was never the intention of God for Abraham to actually commit such an act. This was a prophetic action, even though unbeknownst to Abraham, pointing to the day that Jesus would be a sacrificial ‘lamb’ willing to lay down His life for all mankind.

God thus spoke to Abraham. He spoke to Noah, Moses, and so the list continues in the ancient days, all building up to the day of the arrival of Jesus. It says in "Exodus 33: 11 The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend... 18 Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.” 19 And the Lord said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the Lord, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.” 21 Then the Lord said, “There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. 22 When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.”

God eased the people gently into the reality of dealing with a personal God within an environment of pagan worship, where humanity was completely left to the mercy of the gods. He is a personal God. He went before the people in a pillar of cloud and by fire. His very presence was in the Tent of Meeting.

The absolute uselessness of worshipping any other supposed gods is described in Isaiah 44, for they are without life, without power and without any influence. God’s long-term goal was simple. Establish a covenant where God and man will be united, not yet in a spiritual realm, but here on earth. This was achieved through the coming of Jesus, the death on the cross, and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The entire life and message of Jesus were that God is alive, that God is real and that we serve a loving God. With the Great I Am, one can talk and have a real relationship. It is mind-boggling to think that God comes to dwell in man through the Holy Spirit and that God is now with man until the end of all when God finally walks and abides with man, side by side.

A simple definition of a relationship is how two or more people or things are connected, or the state of being connected. It can also speak of the state of being connected by blood or marriage. And this is exactly what we have with the almighty divine God – a divine connection sealed by the Blood of Jesus, and so we are now as the Bride betrothed unto the Lord. Those who truly remain true to the Lord, thus to the relationship sealed by the Covenant of Grace, shall cry aloud one day as the Bride of the Lord to be with the Lord for all eternity. We are His Bride and He is our Lord. It was always God’s intention not to leave His creation alone, for He is a loving and personal God. Through Jesus, He connected all mankind with God, and then through the Holy Spirit (the living waters), mankind shall always remain connected until the reality of the New Jerusalem.

We read in “Hebrews 13:5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, 'Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” What a personal and loving God we serve! Yes, He will never leave or forsake us. Even when Jesus died and ascended, we were not left alone. The Holy Spirit was poured out so that we are not left alone! Glory to God.

This concept of abiding in the Lord and communicating with divinity, thus sharing our feelings and thoughts, is far removed from the pagan model of worship. In our relationship with God, man is not static, and he is not powerless. Man has plenty of power based on free will – thus the power to choose to serve God or not to serve God. Thus to choose life or death. The coming of the New Jerusalem completes the circle from Genesis to Revelation. In Genesis, man walked with God in the Garden of Paradise. A real relationship. And then there was the fall into sin, the separation between man and God, and then the reestablishment of that relationship through Abraham, Noah and Moses. The connection was made complete with Jew and Gentile with the coming of Jesus, and then Revelation describes how all believers will again have that relationship that Adam enjoyed. Yes, we shall again walk with Jesus, who is the second Adam.

Jesus came to show us that we serve an awesome and amazing relationship-building God. This God is not impersonal but cares for us deeply. Yes, we have free will, and we can choose, but God’s desire is for us to lead our lives to His Glory, and to follow His path of goodness and hope. Jesus came to show us that God is not aloof but knows all about us. He wants to provide for us, He wants us healed, and delivered, and He wants us to be joyous, provided for and strengthened by His might.

This is after all the premise of John 3:16. The beauty of the Lord’s ministry and His voluntary death to establish a relationship-building Covenant is underlined in Ephesians 1 when Paul writes: “3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved. 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace 8 which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence, 9 having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 10 that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him. 11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 12 that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. 13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.”

Throughout His ministry on earth, Jesus healed and delivered because these were all acts of love. It was a demonstration of His compassion and willingness to reach out to those who are broken and suffering. One such example is found in “Matthew 8:16: When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed. And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick.” This speaks of a loving God who has a vested interest in Creation.

And also “Matthew 9: 35 Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages [in Galilee], teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news (gospel) of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness [His words and His works reflecting His Messiahship]. 36 When He saw the crowds, He was moved with compassion and pity for them, because they were dispirited and distressed, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is indeed plentiful, but the workers are few. 38 So pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.”

God wants to have a relationship with us. This was the very purpose of the crucifixion. It testifies to the greatness and the goodness of God. God always wanted a relationship with Creation. Something real and tangible. Something where man could speak with God, and communicate his fears, desires and dreams. God is God, for we are His adopted sons and daughters. Glory to God. We are heirs to the Kingdom (Romans 8:17). No other religion offers this, for there is only one God. No other religion can say that God let Himself be nailed to a cross to bridge the divide caused by the fall into sin. No other religion can say that God allowed Himself to be born as a baby, to grow up normally, live among the people and then pay a king’s ransom for our redemption.

And while here on earth, Jesus showed us what an incredible God He is. Loving. Nurturing. Caring. He wants the best for us, but we need to realise God knows what the best is, and so He wants us to yield and submit to His Wisdom. After all, He is God and we are but men. Even though He is a loving and amazing God, it is important to remember we are mortal, created by divinity. God reminded Jonah of this truth.

God is so great that He must be worshipped by all, for He has made us all. He is a loving God who has made a covenant with us, Jew and Gentile. And this is the reality of “Galatians 3: 26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.” Glory to God! He loves us all.

Can we really experience God in totality as a presence in our lives? Oh, naturally. That is the whole idea behind the concept of knowing God, so that we may know He is with us no matter where we go. In the Old Testament, God was physically experienced within a chamber called the Holy of Holies, located in the Tabernacle. It is within this place that God manifested Himself. Back then, before all was made holy by the Blood of Jesus, only the high priests were allowed to enter. The tabernacle, which was a physical structure in the days of Moses, served as a tangible representation of where God's presence dwelt. It was a structure that helped to visualise that in this tabernacle, you can physically experience God's presence. The Holy of Holies is where the Ark of the Covenant was located. It therefore served as a visual reminder that God was present.

But even though it served as a tangible and physical structure for God's presence, the Word of God relates countless times how God was not just present within the structure, but that He was and still is everywhere at the same time. When the Israelites were led out of Egypt, God went before them in a pillar of fire and a pillar of cloud, which was His presence. Another example is when God appeared before Moses as a burning bush. You see, we can never, while living in the flesh, experience God in His full holy magnificence because our flesh is not perfect. We will therefore die. But, while on earth, we can experience God very powerfully in the spirit. 

Every morning as you rise from your bed, if you really know God and have a relationship with Him. Within your being, you will daily die in yourself (soul/spirit/body) so that God will become greater in your life. We have the means to experience God's glory, but it depends on our commitment and obedience. We do not only have to go to church to experience God's glory; we do not have to go to a special prayer meeting, we don't have to go to mass gatherings, or we don't have to go to special celebrations to experience God. Focus on God, follow Him, and then you will sense Him no matter where you wander. 

We are the temples of God on earth. Our lives have become a place of His glorious dwelling. God is not confined to a church; He is not confined to a physical structure or to a select few. He is accessible to all who call upon His Name. We just have to allow Him to be unlocked in our hearts, and we will experience Him. Do you understand what this means? We can see God's glory, hear His voice, and experience His touch, walking by His side.

He will never leave us. Therefore, let us today give ourselves to God, let us spiritually take that walk through the tabernacle of our hearts, and let us give our lives fully to God so that we can forever dwell within God's presence. It all comes down to our hunger for a personal relationship with God. The more we give, the more God returns. The only difference is that God's return is always far more than ours. God wants to give us so much that our cup of life will overflow like a mighty ocean, but God will not force Himself to be worshipped or to be submitted to. He will keep knocking gently until we open. The closer we move to God, the closer God will come to us, which will strengthen the bond of knowing and understanding. 

The presence of God has been with us since before time (Genesis 1). Before there was anything, the Spirit of God moved over the darkness. It was out of that darkness that light and creation burst forth. From out of anything came life, and came creation as we know it. So within that presence is the awesome power of God, and that awesome power is not just around us, but it is in us, in our homes, in our surroundings, in our workplace. By yielding and submitting, we open the door for God's power to flow. 

He is a God who knows your pain, hurt, achievements, guilt, fear, and joy. He never turns His back, in times of sorrow, pain, darkness or joy. He is there, within you, around you, above you, always in control and always loving you unconditionally. Shouldn't we return that same unconditional love? God is greater than just being a deserving and awesome friend. He doesn't judge. He sacrificed His only Son so that we may be closer to Him. God wants to be our friend. Why then do we turn our backs on Him and harm the friendship? Yes, He wants to speak to us, because He cares and loves us. We must just listen and respond.

God, who knew us before we were even born (Isaiah 59), loved us so much that He came to earth to know our emotions. God, who was a man while on earth, knows what we go through. He has always known you. He has given you a personality, characteristics, talents, and abilities. God has done all of this so that we may have a relationship with Him. Once you start knowing God, you will rest easier concerning the meaning of life. To know God means living in His presence; therefore, you will be communicating with God as your friend/father/comforter/Lord, knowing that He has all the answers.

By the New Covenant, God has called all believers to have access to the Lord, to be taught by Him and to be led primarily by Him as the Good Shepherd. We, as His servants, merely help believers to follow the Lord. We should never take the place as THE teacher or THE shepherd. It remains God’s desire for all men and women to know Him, to be led by the Spirit and to be worshippers in Spirit and Truth. For then they shall walk in the knowledge and wisdom of the Kingdom, equipped to be fishers of men.

It's the same with our relationship with God. He talks, we listen. We talk, He listens. God loves us so much that He sent Jesus to take our place and to die for us. He did this so that we could once again have fellowship with Him. In the book of Hebrews, we see that we can have access to God's very presence, "...having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way..." (Hebrews 10:19-20).

We see in Genesis 3:8a, "...they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day..." This is how God wants to relate to us today as well. God desires to walk with and to communicate with His children. He wants to talk to us. And He wants us to listen and talk to Him, too. There is more good news; we can hear His voice. The Bible, God's love letter to mankind, makes it clear that we were created to have two-way communication with Him. As a child of God, we don't have to walk blind. We can have confidence that we will hear His voice. The Apostle Paul writes in Romans 8:14, "For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God." Conversely, this scripture implies that if we are God's children, if we are born-again, we will be led by His Spirit. 

The most difficult part of hearing God is the fact that it takes time to learn to discern God's voice and it takes a humble heart. Jeremiah 29:12-13 says, "Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart." We can't make demands on Almighty God. We can't shake our fist at the sky and say, 'All right, God, let me hear you.' But we can ask, seek, and knock, and the Bible promises that God will open the door. God will reveal Himself to those who humbly seek Him. We can know with confidence that the God of the Bible desires a relationship, and a relationship requires communication. For this reason, God is active in our lives today, speaking constantly to us.
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God as Three yet One
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When we are talking about the voice of God, we have to realise that God is three, yet one. This means the Father has a voice, so does the Son, and so does the Spirit of God. As children of God, we need to know and be aware that God may speak as the Father, the Son or the Holy Spirit. No matter who speaks, we must also realise that ultimately it remains God speaking, for God is One.

How then can we discern who speaks? It really boils down to relationships, knowing who God is and how the Trinity works. The three persons are distinct and yet each is fully God. Each person has different roles or functions. The Father sent the Son, and the Son sent the Spirit. The Spirit does not act independently (“on His own initiative,” verse 13 of John 16), but rather in submission to the Father and the Son. Just as the Son only speaks what He hears from the Father (John 3:34; 5:19, 20; 7:16-18; 8:26-29, 42-43; 12:47-50; 14:10), so the Spirit only speaks what He hears. He completes God’s revelation of His Son to us. The three members of the Trinity are coequal as God, distinct in their functions, and yet one God.

The Trinity is one God existing in three Persons. Understand that this is not in any way suggesting three gods.  Keep in mind when studying the Holy Spirit that the word “Trinity” is not found in Scripture. This is a term that is used to attempt to describe the triune God - three coexistent, co-eternal Persons who make up God. It is like water. Water comes in the form of ice, liquid, and steam. Yet, it remains water and has the same qualities, but now has different functions. Ice cools and steam heats. Consider that God is like Water. The Water is manifested at the same time as Ice, Steam and Liquid. Just so, God functions as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, but they are the same.

The teaching of the Bible concerning the Trinity might be summarised as that God is a Tri-unity, with each Person of the Godhead equally and fully and eternally God. Each is necessary, and each is distinct, and yet all are one. The three Persons appear in order. The Father is the unseen, omnipresent Source of all beings, revealed in and by the Son, experienced in and by the Holy Spirit. The Son proceeds from the Father and the Spirit from the Son. You can say with reference to God's creation, the Father is the Thought behind it, the Son is the Word calling it forth, and the Spirit is the Deed making it a reality.

We know Jesus became flesh as written in John 1. If we, therefore, wish to understand God as the Trinity or to know God as the Trinity, we can safely say this can only be done when we submit to the Lord [His Word]. We need to allow the living Word of God - which is Jesus – made alive by the Holy Spirit to manifest in our inner being so that we can be changed and transformed into the image of God. Only when we allow the living Word of God to work powerfully in and through us can we begin to operate in such a spiritual manner while remaining rooted in the Rock of Jesus.

Genesis 1:26 says, “Let us make mankind in our image.” The “our” here represents the collective God being, one in nature but comprising three different persons. But God and Jesus are also separate beings in that Jesus is the Son and God is the Father. As persons of the Trinity, they are separate, yet with the Holy Spirit, they are united and interdependent. Think of a Celtic trinity knot, also called the triquetra.  The triquetra features three pointed ovals, all interlaced and made from one continuous line, said to represent eternity. The central oval points up (representing God the Father), while the other two (representing Jesus and the Holy Spirit) sit on either side of it, pointing down and to the sides. While you can clearly see three distinct elements or points, they are all connected in one constantly flowing line and create one symbol, thereby symbolising God’s Triune nature.

We need to realise God is described as “the Father” in many places throughout Scripture, and many people think of God as male. Jesus called God his “Father” and referred to God as “He” and “Him” during his time on earth. But in truth, God is the Great I Am and the Almighty, creator of the universe and all that is within it. Over and over, we have stories about God as master and protector, who not only created this world but had enough care and mercy that He rescued and redeemed His people in various ways, ultimately sending His son, Jesus, as their path to salvation. In Psalm 68:5, God is called “a father to the fatherless, a defender of widows.” Isaiah 40:28 says God is “the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.” James 1:17 refers to God as “the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” And in Ephesians 4:6, we’re reminded God is “Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.”

The Son is different to the Father. We know Jesus is the Christ, the promised and long-awaited Messiah, and the Son of God. In 1 Timothy 4:10, Jesus is called “the saviour of all people”, and in 1 Timothy 6:15, the “King of kings and Lord of lords.” In John 6:35, Jesus calls himself the Bread of Life, noting, “Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” In Isaiah, the prophet calls him “Holy One of Israel” (Isaiah 5:19), “Immanuel,” which means “God with us” (Isaiah 7:14), and “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). In Luke 9:35, God calls Jesus “my Son, whom I have chosen.” Other translations of that verse use “beloved Son” (NKJV). Ephesians 5:23 calls Jesus the “head of the church,” while Hebrews 4:14 calls him the “great high priest.”

In one sense, God the Father and Jesus are “the same” in that they comprise the Triune God, a three-in-one mystery. In another sense, they are separate entities, three separate coequal, co-eternal people comprising the one Almighty God. Jesus is part of God, and the Father is part of God, but Jesus and the Father are not the same person. Jesus said, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30). And later, Jesus said, “Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you, I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves” (John 14:10-11). Still later, Jesus said, “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father — the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father — he will testify about me” (John 15:26).

Matthew 3 depicts a vivid visual of the three parts of God coming together as one at Jesus’s baptism, stating, “As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment, heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God
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