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Chapter 1

Introduction 
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With the new tariff rates and the suspension/elimination of the US de minimis laws, many of world’s governments were left reeling and scrambling to rewrite their international trade policies.

Many countries have responded and even fought the USA with their own reciprocal tariffs and more protective international trade laws. There are even many countries whose postal offices have temporarily suspended their shipping/postage services to the USA. This has left many small international sellers with American customers reeling as their very source of livelihood is threatened or even disappeared in an instant. 

This is understandable. With the suspension of a non-American’s government postal services to the USA the shipping costs of these sellers have skyrocketed astronomically making shipping to the USA almost practically impractical.

Of course this does not affect only non-American international sellers but American resellers as well. Their suppliers overseas’ shipping costs also skyrocketed astronomically making both the American reseller and their overseas supplier’s international trade/retailing business nearly impractical.

So, if you are an eBay seller with a US account whether or not you are an American or non-American, it is just a good strategy to find alternatives to American consumers at least for the moment until postal services around the world have adjusted to the new international trade policies of America.

And one of the best alternatives or even expansion to eBay sellers with a USA account would be eBay UK which in itself is a robust market and a leading destination for online shoppers not only in the UK, Europe but to other non-UK and non-EU countries as well.

You might even shake your head and wonder why as an eBay seller with a US account you have not considered eBay UK if you haven’t done so already. 

The news is especially good for American eBay sellers as eBay UK consumers buy a lot of American goods including Americana and American pop culture.

This book hopes to provide some knowledge on eBay UK from the perspective of an eBay seller with an American account.

At the very least, it is hoped that you would enjoy reading this book.
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Chapter 2

You Can Sell on eBay UK
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An American or non-American with a USA eBay account can sell on eBay UK.

Here's a breakdown of how it works:

Using Your Existing Account: You do not need to create a new eBay UK account. You can use your existing USA-based account to list items on the eBay UK site (ebay.co.uk).

Listing on the Correct Site: To target buyers in the UK, you must create new listings directly on ebay.co.uk. Listings created on ebay.com will primarily target the US market, even if you offer international shipping.

Shipping and Logistics: When you list on ebay.co.uk, you will need to set up your shipping options to reflect that you are shipping from outside the UK.
Flat Rate Shipping: This is often the easiest method, as you won't be able to use US-specific shipping options like USPS calculated rates. You will need to calculate the international shipping cost to the UK and set it as a flat rate.

eBay International Shipping: US sellers may be eligible for this program. With this service, you ship the item to an eBay hub in the U.S., and eBay handles the international shipping, customs, and returns. This can simplify the process significantly.
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CURRENCY AND FEES:

Listings on ebay.co.uk will be in British Pounds (£).
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EBAY WILL HANDLE CURRENCY conversion for your payouts.
Be aware that an additional international fee may apply to international sales.
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LEGAL AND REGULATORY Considerations:

You are responsible for complying with the laws of both your country and the UK. This includes regulations related to product safety (e.g., UKCA/CE safety marks), import/export laws, and taxes.
If you sell a significant volume of items, you may be considered a business seller under UK law, which comes with additional legal obligations.

eBay may require you to sign an International Selling Agreement, acknowledging that your sales are subject to the policies of the foreign eBay site.
––––––––
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IN SUMMARY, WHILE IT is possible and straightforward to sell on eBay UK with a US account, it's crucial to understand the different listing, shipping, and legal requirements to ensure a smooth selling experience.
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ALSO, PLEASE NOTE THAT listing fees may apply to US sellers selling on eBay UK as only UK based private sellers get 300 free listings per month.
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Chapter 3

International Fees on International Sales
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It was mentioned that: ”Be aware that an additional international fee may apply to international sales." We’ll elaborate or explain this in more detail because this is important.

This is a crucial detail of international selling on eBay. Here's a more in-depth look at the international fee and other related charges you may encounter as a US-based seller on eBay UK.

1. The eBay International Fee

This is a specific fee that eBay charges when a sale involves a buyer outside of your registered country.

When it applies: As a US-based seller, eBay will charge you this fee if either:

The delivery address for the item is outside the United States.

The buyer's registered address is outside the United States, even if they have the item shipped to a US address (for example, to a freight forwarder).

How it's calculated: The fee is a percentage of the total amount of the sale. This isn't just the item price; it includes the item price, shipping costs, and any applicable taxes. The exact percentage can vary, but for US sellers, it is a fixed rate (currently 1.65%) on international sales.

Why it exists: eBay justifies this fee to cover the additional costs and complexities of international transactions, such as currency conversion, international payment processing, and managing a global marketplace.
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2. CURRENCY CONVERSION Fees

This is another important fee to be aware of. When you sell an item on eBay UK, the buyer pays in British Pounds (£). However, your eBay account is in the US, so you will be paid out in US Dollars ($).

When it applies: This fee is charged when eBay has to convert the buyer's payment currency (GBP) into your payout currency (USD).

How it's calculated: eBay's transaction exchange rate includes a currency conversion charge, which is a fixed percentage applied to the base exchange rate. This can be around 3% for US sellers.

How it's different from the international fee: The international fee is a charge for an international sale, regardless of currency. The currency conversion fee is specifically for converting the currency from the buyer's payment to your payout. They are two separate fees that can both apply to a single international transaction.
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3. THE REGULATORY OPERATING Fee

This is a fee that eBay has introduced in certain countries to help cover the costs of complying with various regulations, such as consumer and environmental protection laws and new tax and customs rules.

When it applies: This fee is applied to all sales on the sites of the countries where it is in effect. As a seller on eBay UK, you will likely be subject to this fee on sales to UK buyers, regardless of your registered country.

How it's calculated: It's a small percentage of the total sale amount. For example, for a sale to a UK buyer, it is calculated as a percentage of the total amount of the sale (item price + postage + taxes).
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SUMMARY OF FEES FOR a US Seller on eBay UK

When you make a sale on ebay
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