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​Introduction: The History of ONE Championship
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ONE Championship is Asia’s premier and fastest-growing martial arts organization. It began on 14 July 2011, founded by Chatri Sityodtong and Victor Cui, who shared a vision to create a world-class platform for fighters across Asia. Originally known as ONE Fighting Championship, or ONE FC, the promotion focused on mixed martial arts, or MMA. From its very first event, it showed a commitment to blending the excitement of combat sports with the honor and traditions of martial arts.

The first ONE event was held on 3 September 2011 at the Singapore Indoor Stadium. From that day forward, the promotion began a journey that would transform martial arts in Asia. The early events were primarily MMA-focused, showcasing the skills and determination of top athletes from around the region. Fighters came from Thailand, the Philippines, Singapore, China, and beyond, bringing diverse backgrounds, techniques, and stories. Fans quickly noticed that ONE Championship was different — it respected the fighters, celebrated martial arts culture, and gave athletes a chance to shine on a major stage.

As ONE Championship grew, it began to expand beyond MMA. By incorporating Muay Thai, kickboxing, and submission grappling, the promotion became a unique home for all forms of martial arts. Each style brought its own excitement to the audience. Muay Thai introduced powerful strikes and fast-paced action, kickboxing highlighted precision and athleticism, and submission grappling emphasized skill and strategy. This mix made every event unpredictable and thrilling, attracting fans who loved martial arts in all its forms.

ONE Championship quickly became known for its fighters’ courage, dedication, and discipline. Many athletes overcame personal struggles to compete, showing fans that martial arts was about more than just winning fights. It was about respect, honor, and perseverance. Fans began to connect with the fighters not only for their skills inside the cage or ring but also for their stories outside of it. This focus on character and integrity set ONE Championship apart from other promotions.

In 2015, the organization officially changed its name from ONE Fighting Championship to simply ONE Championship. This change reflected its broader vision: to become a global leader in martial arts entertainment, not just an MMA promotion. The new name represented growth, ambition, and the organization’s desire to bring martial arts to fans worldwide. In 2022, the parent company, One Group Holdings, shifted its legal operations from Singapore to the Cayman Islands, marking another step in the promotion’s global expansion.

ONE Championship is known for holding large-scale events across Asia. From Singapore to Thailand, the Philippines to Japan, the promotion has hosted over 200 events. These events are carefully designed to honor martial arts traditions while providing thrilling, modern entertainment. Each venue becomes a stage for stories of triumph, struggle, and extraordinary skill. Whether it is a championship fight, a rising star’s debut, or a historic crossover match, ONE events always deliver unforgettable moments.

One of the promotion’s biggest strengths is its ability to create cross-discipline matchups. Fighters from different martial arts backgrounds often face each other in one event, offering fans something they cannot see anywhere else. MMA fighters test their striking against Muay Thai champions. Kickboxers face grapplers who specialize in submissions. These matchups not only entertain but also push athletes to improve, adapt, and evolve. The result is a dynamic, constantly changing competition that keeps fans engaged and excited.

Over the years, ONE Championship has produced many legendary fighters. Names like Angela Lee, Brandon Vera, Stamp Fairtex, and Aung La N Sang have become household names in Asia and among global martial arts fans. Each fighter has left a unique mark on the promotion, showing incredible skill, heart, and determination. They have become symbols of what ONE Championship stands for: the pursuit of greatness, respect for martial arts, and the courage to compete at the highest level.

ONE Championship is not only about the fights but also about storytelling. Every event, every match, carries a story. Some stories are about underdogs defeating champions, others about champions defending their titles with honor. Fans are drawn to these narratives, creating a deeper connection with the sport. The organization emphasizes values such as respect, humility, and self-discipline. Fighters are expected to uphold these principles both inside and outside the ring, making the promotion a true representation of martial arts culture.

The promotion has also embraced modern technology and media to reach global audiences. Through live broadcasts, social media, and partnerships with streaming platforms, ONE Championship has introduced martial arts to millions of fans worldwide. Its commitment to accessibility and quality production has allowed fans everywhere to witness the excitement of events as if they were in the arena themselves.

This book will explore the full story of ONE Championship. From its humble beginnings in Singapore to its rise as a global martial arts powerhouse, you will discover how the organization changed combat sports in Asia. You will meet the fighters, explore the events, and understand the strategies that helped ONE Championship become a respected and admired name in martial arts.

Through these pages, you will see the evolution of MMA, Muay Thai, kickboxing, and submission grappling under the ONE Championship banner. You will witness the courage of fighters, the intensity of battles, and the unforgettable moments that shaped the promotion’s history. This is a story about passion, skill, and the relentless pursuit of excellence. It is a story that shows why ONE Championship is more than a promotion — it is a movement, a symbol of martial arts values, and a celebration of human potential.

The journey of ONE Championship continues, and this book will guide you through every chapter of its rise. From the first event to the most recent fights, from local stars to global legends, this is the complete story of Asia’s greatest martial arts organization. Welcome to the world of ONE Championship — where honor, courage, and skill meet in the heart of combat sports.
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​Chapter 1: The Birth of ONE Fighting Championship
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In July 2011, entrepreneur and lifelong martial artist Chatri Sityodtong founded ONE Fighting Championship, known today as ONE Championship. His vision was clear — to unite Asia through martial arts and restore respect for its traditions, values, and heroes. Chatri believed that martial arts were more than a sport; they were a way of life built on courage, integrity, and honor. With Singapore’s strong infrastructure, international connectivity, and government support for sports, he saw the perfect base for his dream to grow. From the beginning, his goal was to make ONE FC a platform that celebrated the true spirit of Asian martial arts while giving athletes across the continent the opportunity to compete on a world-class stage.

ONE FC made its debut on 3 September 2011 with an event titled Champion vs. Champion at the Singapore Indoor Stadium. The arena was filled with energy as thousands of fans packed the seats, eager to see the first major MMA event of its kind in Southeast Asia. The show sold out, proving that there was a huge audience ready to support a homegrown martial arts organization. Fighters from across Asia and beyond came together to represent their countries, their gyms, and their disciplines. The event was more than just a fight card — it was a statement that Asia could produce a world-class martial arts spectacle equal to any seen in the United States or Europe.

Chatri’s approach to building ONE FC was rooted in authenticity. Unlike many other promotions that focused mainly on entertainment, ONE sought to balance excitement with the deep values of martial arts. The organization promoted humility, honor, and respect, both in and out of competition. This message resonated strongly with Asian fans, many of whom had grown up watching or practicing traditional martial arts such as Muay Thai, karate, taekwondo, and wushu. Chatri wanted to remind the world that these disciplines originated in Asia and that the region’s fighters deserved global recognition.

As ONE FC began hosting more events, it quickly became known for its professional organization and world-class production quality. Each event was carefully planned to showcase a mix of styles and fighters, giving fans the chance to experience MMA in a new and exciting way. The company also took advantage of digital technology, streaming fights online and reaching millions of viewers across Asia. This was a groundbreaking move, as many Asian countries at the time had limited access to live MMA broadcasts. Through these efforts, ONE FC began to build a loyal fan base that stretched far beyond Singapore.

A major milestone came in March 2012 when ONE FC hosted its first-ever female MMA bout. This was a bold step for Asian martial arts, as women had often been overlooked in combat sports in the region. The inclusion of female fighters showed that ONE FC was dedicated to giving equal opportunities to all athletes, regardless of gender. Fans responded with enthusiasm, and it marked the beginning of a new era for women’s martial arts in Asia. This milestone would later open the door for some of the promotion’s most popular fighters, including Angela Lee, who became a global superstar.

Between 2012 and 2014, ONE FC introduced its first official world championships across several weight classes. These title fights helped define the organization’s competitive structure and gave fighters the chance to achieve true recognition as world champions. Soo Chul Kim became the inaugural bantamweight champion, Kotetsu Boku captured the lightweight crown, and Honorio Banario won the featherweight title. Each of these athletes represented different nations and backgrounds, showcasing the diversity that ONE FC celebrated. Nobutatsu Suzuki became the first welterweight champion, Adriano Moraes earned the flyweight belt, and Igor Svirid claimed the middleweight title, adding to the organization’s growing list of elite athletes.

Each of these champions helped build the foundation of ONE FC’s identity. Their victories inspired fans across Asia and gave the promotion legitimacy in the eyes of martial arts enthusiasts. These early titleholders were more than just fighters; they were pioneers helping to shape the direction of a new organization that valued honor over hype. Every championship bout carried meaning, as fighters represented not only themselves but also their martial arts traditions and countries.

Behind the scenes, Chatri and his team worked tirelessly to build relationships with gyms, media companies, and sponsors throughout Asia. The organization partnered with major broadcasters to bring fights to millions of homes, while sponsorships helped expand its reach and fund new events. The company’s growth strategy was ambitious but focused. Instead of trying to copy Western promotions, ONE FC built its identity around Asian values and storytelling. Each event highlighted the life journeys of fighters, showing their struggles, discipline, and determination. This emotional connection helped fans relate to the athletes on a personal level.

By the end of 2014, ONE FC had firmly established itself as the leading martial arts organization in Asia. With a growing roster of champions, sold-out events, and an expanding international audience, it was clear that Chatri’s dream was becoming reality. The foundation had been set for what would later become ONE Championship — a global platform that represented the heart of martial arts. The early years of ONE FC were about more than just creating fights; they were about building a legacy, honoring the past, and inspiring a new generation of martial artists across Asia.

The Dawn of a New Era

The creation of ONE Fighting Championship marked the beginning of a powerful movement in Asian martial arts. What started as a bold dream by Chatri Sityodtong quickly grew into a living symbol of Asia’s fighting spirit. In just a few short years, ONE FC proved that the region could not only produce world-class fighters but also build an organization that rivaled the biggest names in global combat sports. This early success showed that Asia was ready to reclaim its place at the heart of martial arts, the very place where the traditions of respect, discipline, and courage were born.

From the very first event, it was clear that ONE FC was about more than competition. It was about restoring pride to the martial arts culture that had influenced the world for centuries. The sold-out arenas, passionate fans, and powerful stories behind each fighter gave the promotion an energy that felt fresh and real. Asia had long been the birthplace of martial arts, but for many years, its fighters lacked a platform to showcase their talents. ONE FC changed that by offering a home where Asian athletes could rise and be celebrated for their skill and honor.

The early years of the promotion built the foundation for everything that would come later. The fighters who competed in those first events became the pioneers of a new generation. They took risks, represented their countries, and inspired young martial artists everywhere. For many, stepping into the ONE FC cage was not only about victory — it was about carrying the hopes of their families, their gyms, and their nations. This emotional connection gave the promotion an authenticity that no amount of marketing could create.

The introduction of women’s bouts in 2012 added another layer of progress to ONE FC’s story. By giving female fighters a place to compete on an equal stage, the organization sent a strong message about inclusivity and opportunity. It challenged old views about who could participate in martial arts and opened doors for athletes who had long been waiting for their chance. This decision helped shape the identity of the promotion, showing that martial arts truly belonged to everyone — men and women, young and old, across every culture and background.

The first world champions crowned between 2012 and 2014 represented not just individual achievements but milestones in the growth of the organization. Fighters like Soo Chul Kim, Kotetsu Boku, and Adriano Moraes became symbols of dedication and skill. Their success gave fans new heroes to believe in and established standards for excellence that future fighters would strive to match. Each belt raised in victory represented progress for ONE FC and for the sport of martial arts across Asia.

Behind these visible achievements was the hard work of Chatri and his growing team. Their vision was to connect martial arts communities across different countries and unite them under one banner. They built partnerships with media companies, sponsors, and local gyms to strengthen the sport’s foundation. Each connection made the organization more resilient and more visible. With every event, ONE FC moved closer to becoming a household name, not just in Asia but around the world.

What made ONE FC truly stand out was its heart. It treated fighters with respect and encouraged them to share their personal journeys. The stories of sacrifice, discipline, and perseverance made fans feel closer to the athletes. Unlike promotions that focused only on rivalries and hype, ONE FC emphasized humanity and humility. It reminded the world that martial arts were never just about violence; they were about character. This message helped the organization earn admiration from fans and fighters alike.

By the end of its first few years, ONE FC had become a symbol of hope for the future of martial arts. It brought together fighters from dozens of nations, gave them a platform to shine, and reintroduced the values of respect and honor to a modern audience. It proved that Asia could once again lead the world in combat sports, not through imitation but through authenticity. The foundation was strong, and the momentum was unstoppable.

The dawn of ONE FC was not just the beginning of a promotion — it was the rebirth of martial arts pride in Asia. With every event, every champion crowned, and every fan inspired, the organization moved closer to its ultimate goal of uniting the continent through martial arts. This was the start of something far greater than anyone imagined. The stage was set for expansion, innovation, and history-making moments that would soon take ONE FC — and later ONE Championship — to an entirely new level. The journey had only begun, and the world was about to witness the rise of a true martial arts empire.
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​Chapter 2: The Rise of ONE Championship

[image: ]


In 2015, ONE Fighting Championship entered a new stage in its journey. The organization rebranded itself as ONE Championship, a name that reflected its growing ambition and global vision. The change was more than just a logo or a title; it was a declaration that the promotion had evolved beyond its early years. Chatri Sityodtong and his team wanted the organization to represent all martial arts disciplines under one banner. The new identity symbolized unity, strength, and progress — values deeply connected to the traditions of martial arts across Asia.

This transformation also marked the beginning of a wider expansion. ONE Championship started to explore new countries, new audiences, and new opportunities. The company began organizing events in cities such as Manila, Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur, and Beijing, bringing world-class martial arts action to fans who had never before witnessed such events live. Each location brought a unique energy, with local fans passionately supporting their hometown fighters. The vision of uniting Asia through martial arts was becoming a reality, as more countries joined the growing ONE network.

During this time, ONE Championship also began adding new weight divisions and titles to give more fighters a chance to compete for world championships. One of the most notable additions came in 2015 with the introduction of the strawweight division. The inaugural strawweight world champion was Dejdamrong Sor Amnuaysirichoke, a former Muay Thai world champion from Thailand. His victory marked a major moment for the organization. Dejdamrong’s success showed how traditional Muay Thai fighters could successfully transition into mixed martial arts. His win gave Thailand its first-ever MMA world champion and demonstrated ONE Championship’s ability to blend martial arts styles while honoring their cultural roots.

That same year, ONE Championship made another historic move by hosting its first Lethwei bout, a traditional form of bare-knuckle striking from Myanmar. This was a groundbreaking step because Lethwei was known for its raw intensity and deep cultural heritage. By including it in its events, ONE showed respect for Southeast Asia’s ancient combat traditions. The introduction of Lethwei expanded the range of disciplines under the organization’s umbrella and highlighted its commitment to preserving martial arts history. Fans across Myanmar celebrated, and the move attracted attention from martial arts purists around the world.

2015 also saw the crowning of ONE Championship’s first heavyweight world champion, Brandon Vera, a respected veteran with experience in both MMA and kickboxing. Vera, a Filipino-American fighter, was already well known in the international combat sports scene. His arrival gave ONE Championship a major boost in visibility. When he won the heavyweight title, fans across the Philippines celebrated his victory as a national triumph. Vera’s success helped the organization strengthen its presence in the Philippines, where MMA was quickly becoming one of the most popular sports. His charisma, professionalism, and fighting spirit made him one of the faces of ONE Championship for years to come.

As ONE Championship expanded its roster and titles, it also refined the way it presented its events. The production quality improved, with better lighting, graphics, and commentary. The organization focused on delivering an exciting show while keeping the essence of martial arts intact. The broadcasts began to reach a wider audience through partnerships with major television networks and online streaming platforms. This new level of professionalism attracted sponsors, fans, and media coverage, further boosting the promotion’s reputation as Asia’s leading martial arts organization.

The rebranding also helped ONE Championship reach beyond traditional MMA fans. It began to feature more Muay Thai and kickboxing fights inside a cage, giving these styles a new stage. The combination of striking-based matches and MMA bouts created a more dynamic viewing experience. Fighters from different disciplines could now compete under the same banner while staying true to their own styles. This innovative approach set ONE apart from other promotions and drew interest from athletes worldwide.

ONE Championship’s leadership team emphasized that their goal was not only to entertain but to inspire. The organization continued to highlight the personal stories of its athletes, showing their struggles, sacrifices, and triumphs. This storytelling approach created a deeper connection with fans. People did not just see fighters; they saw role models who embodied courage and perseverance. Each fighter’s journey represented the spirit of martial arts — the belief that anyone can overcome challenges through discipline and determination.

By the end of 2015, ONE Championship had completely transformed from its early beginnings. It had new divisions, new champions, and a much larger fan base. The promotion











d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
The History of

UONE

Championship

From Asia to the World: The History,
Champions, and Greatest Moments in
MMA and Combat Sports

JAMES BREN





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





