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About the Publisher


Introduction

Television is often thought of as a trivial medium, but it is also the most powerful medium of our generation. Large corporations see it as the most influential way of advertising their wares while politicians rehearse soundbites, eager to get their message to the voter by the most effective route of all. Most importantly, hundreds of millions of people across the planet use it every day as their chief source of entertainment and information about the outside world. The globalisation of television has meant that the stars of American prime time soaps are recognisable everywhere from Aberdeen to Azerbaiijan and catchphrases from TV shows enter the language and survive long after the shows themselves have disappeared into the ether. This book brings together 100 of those shows and provides information on who made them, when they were shown, what made them popular and who appeared in them. The list is by no means exhaustive but it gathers together a core group of programmes that have burned themselves into our collective memory. Some of them will be familiar favourites, others less so, but all of them are important milestones in the development of a culture which is popular in the truest sense.


Absolutely Fabulous





Originally made BBC TV 1992-96

Genre Situation comedy

Based on A short sketch in French And Saunders






This incarnation of the ‘single girl in the city’ sitcom dealt with the PR woman from Hell, Edina (Eddy), and her best friend Patsy, a glossy magazine writer whose idea of work was to browse through the racks at Harvey Nichols. Patsy got through champagne and vodka in catering-sized quantities and thought cigarettes were as much a part of the daily routine as breathing. Edina wanted to be in with every trend and invariably got it slightly wrong. Her chief problem in life – apart from what to wear with a Gaultier corset – was her daughter, who rebelled by being eminently sensible and preferring books to Bollinger. There were two further characters: Bubbles, Edina’s airhead secretary and Edina’s mother, both of whom pulled Edina up short in their different ways.

Who sang the theme tune to the show, ‘Wheels On Fire’?





CAST





	Edina
	Jennifer Saunders

	Patsy
	Joanna Lumley

	Saffron
	Julia Sawalha

	Mother
	June Whitfield

	Bubbles
	Jane Horrocks
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The Addams Family





Originally made ABC/Filmways 1964–66

Genre Spoof horror

Based on A series of cartoons in the New Yorker by Charles Addams






The run of family-based sitcoms which dominated American TV in the 50s and 60s inevitably produced an antidote in the form of the Addams family, who were as wholesome as a nest of rats. They were headed by Gomez and his black-clad wife Morticia, who would snap the heads off flowers before arranging them in a vase. Their children, Pugsley and Wednesday, were wont to play with toy electric chairs and gallows, and kept spiders as pets. The family retainer was Lurch, a towering man who spoke in a gravelly voice and could have doubled as a funeral director. The extended family included Grandmamma Addams and the midget cousin Itt. The show was turned into a film in 1991, with Angelica Houston as Morticia, which proved successful enough for a sequel to be made two years later.





CAST




	Morticia Addams
	Carolyn Jones

	Gomez Addams
	John Astin

	Uncle Fester
	Jackie Coogan

	Lurch
	Ted Cassidy

	Grandmamma Addams
	Blossom Rock

	Pugsley
	Ken Weatherwax

	Wednesday
	Lisa Loring
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Whose limb doubled up as the disembodied hand, known as Thing, who carried out mundane tasks in the Addams household?


The Adventures Of Robin Hood





Originally made ABC/Sapphire Films 1955–59

Genre Costume action adventure

Based on British folk legend






This was the first successful TV incarnation of the green-garbed archer, Robin of Locksley. In the words of the series’ rousing theme tune, Robin ‘stole from the rich and gave to the poor’ when King Richard was away fighting the Crusades and England was in the thrall of evil Prince John. This was media tycoon Lew Grade’s first hit on both sides of the Atlantic and was filmed in England on a tight budget and even tighter schedules. It featured many guest actors who went on to bigger things, including Jane Asher, Harry H Corbett, Lionel Jeffries, Thora Hird, John Schlesinger and Billie Whitelaw.

The son of which famous Bond played Robin in the 1984 TV adaptation, Robin Of Sherwood?





CAST




	Robin Hood
	Richard Greene

	Maid Marian
	Bernadette O’Farrell and later Patricia Driscoll

	Little John
	Archie Duncan/Rufus Cruikshank

	Friar Tuck
	Alexander Gauge
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Alias Smith And Jones





Originally made ABC/Universal 1971–73

Genre TV western






A freak success at a time when the TV western was in decline, this series managed to win a place in the ratings because of its roguish humour. Set in the 1890s, it involved the adventures of two heroes who had to remain out of trouble for a year in order to secure their pardon from the governor of Kansas. Their attempts to do so involved the two of them taking on an alias, hence the series’ title. The drama and humour came from the fact that the pair simply couldn’t help themselves when faced with temptation, and with a posse of old partners in crime roaming around the Old West, there were plenty of opportunities to run foul of the law. Peter Duel committed suicide midway through the run and was hastily replaced by Roger Davis.

Who played the role of Clementine Hale, the series’ occasional love interest?





CAST




	Hannibal Heyes (Joshua Smith)
	Peter Duel/Roger Davis


	Jed ‘Kid’ Curry (Thaddeus Jones)
	Ben Murphy


	Narrator
	Roger Davis
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Are You Being Served?





Originally made BBC TV 1974–84

Genre Situation comedy






An enduring sitcom which seemed rather dated when it made its debut in the early 70s, Are You Being Served? has since enjoyed retro success. As well as gaining a substantial British following, it proved hugely popular in the 90s when shown on cable in the US. The setting was an old-fashioned department store where the incompetent staff of ladies’ and gents’ ready-to-wear shared a floor, leading to much carping between the two sides. The humour was largely double entendre – there were many references to Mrs Slocombe’s ‘pussy’, who seemed to require a lot of attention. The nascent gay liberation movement took exception to John Inman’s stereotypical portrayal of a gay man, which he claimed was based on personal acquaintances made during his time as a window dresser at Austin Reed. Wendy Richards, who played the prototypic Essex girl Miss Brahms, went on to star as cockney drudge Pauline Fowler in EastEnders.





CAST




	Mrs Slocombe
	Mollie Sugden

	Miss Brahms
	Wendy Richards

	Mr Humphries
	John Inman

	Mr Lucas
	Trevor Bannister

	Capt. Peacock
	Frank Thornton

	Mr Rumbold
	 Nicholas Smith

	Mr Grace
	Harold Bennett
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What was John Inman’s catchphrase in the show?


The Avengers





Originally made ABC TV 1961–69. Revised as The New Avengers by ITV in 1976 and ran for 26 episodes

Genre Espionage adventure






A show that defined 60s London with its depiction of an urbane, swinging scene, combining castles with space-age modern interiors. At the centre of it all was Patrick Macnee as Steed, a suave, bowler-hatted secret agent with a furled umbrella and an unflappable air. His first sidekick was Cathy Gale (Blackman) who wore a fetishistic leather suit with high boots and could floor an enemy as soon as look at him. Blackman left in 1964 to be replaced by Diana Rigg as Emma Peel, who was equally stylish with a younger look and a mean karate chop. Rigg was replaced in 1968 by Linda Thorson as Tara King, but the chemistry didn’t work and the show came to an end the following year. However, there was so much demand for it from overseas that it was revived again as The New Avengers in 1976. Co-finance came from France, Canada and the United States and some episodes were set in those countries. Macnee returned as Steed, assisted by Gareth Hunt as Mike Gambit and Joanna Lumley as Purdey.





CAST




	John Steed
	Patrick Macnee

	Cathy Gale
	Honor Blackman

	Emma Peel
	Diana Rigg

	Tara King
	 Linda Thorson
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What was the name of Honor Blackman’s character in Goldfinger?


The Benny Hill Show





Originally made: BBC TV 1955–57, 1964–66. ATV 1967. BBC TV 1968. Thames TV 1969–89

Genre Comedy






Whereas most of the early comedians to find fame on TV had transferred from radio or the music hall, Benny Hill was the one of the first to have been spawned by the medium itself. Unlike much British comedy of the time, the show’s humour was visual rather than being based on wordplay, which explains its enormous international success in later years. It was said that the fighting used to stop in Beirut when Hill was on TV and that the prisoners in an American jail rioted when they were prevented from watching the show. Hill managed to get away with some very rude jokes by virtue of his cheeky grin, which became a trademark. However, by the end of the 1980s Hill came under sustained attack for being too sexist by a new wave of politically correct comedians. Thames TV axed his show. Hill died four years later. Frasier star Jane Leeves is an ex-Hill’s Angel.

Which product did Benny Hill advertise in 1972 on British TV?





CAST

Benny Hill, Henry McGee, Bob Todd, Jack Wright, Sue Upton, Jenny Lee Wright, Hill’s Angels
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Bewitched





Originally made ABC/Columbia 1964–72

Genre Situation comedy






A simple situation comedy that managed to wring much out of a very simple premise: a witch marries a mortal and tries to get by without using her supernatural powers. Of course, it was almost impossible for her not to, and much of the action came from Samantha attempting to undo the problems she had created by resorting to the ‘easy way’ of doing things. The series featured a host of eminent figures from history, as Samantha could conjure up anybody she wished for advice with one twitch of her nose. The most enjoyable moments of the show came when Samantha was surrounded by her unearthly family – most notably Agnes Moorehead as her venerable and mischievous mum – who urged her not to forget she was a witch.

What was the name of Samantha’s daughter, who got a spin-off series to herself?





CAST




	Samantha
	Elizabeth Montgomery

	Darrin
	Dick York/Dick Sargent

	Endora
	Agnes Moorehead
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