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Prologue
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Imagine being told that you’re too small to play soccer. That you’ll never make it as a professional athlete. That your dreams are simply too big. Now, imagine proving everyone wrong. That’s exactly what Lionel Messi did.

Born in Rosario, Argentina, Messi wasn’t just another kid who loved soccer—he lived and breathed it. From the moment he could walk, he had a ball at his feet. But there was one problem. Messi was much smaller than other kids his age, and some people thought he’d never be strong enough to play at the highest level.

Did he give up? Never.

With hard work, determination, and incredible talent, Messi became one of the greatest soccer players the world has ever seen. He scored impossible goals, broke records, and led Argentina to World Cup glory. Millions of fans cheer for him, and young players all over the world try to play like him.

But Messi’s story isn’t just about winning. It’s about never giving up, no matter how tough things get. This book will take you on an exciting journey through his life—from a little boy with a big dream to the greatest champion of all time.

Are you ready? Let’s go!
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Chapter 1: The Boy from Rosario
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Lionel Andrés Messi was born on June 24, 1987, in a city called Rosario, Argentina. From the moment he was little, it was clear that he was different. He wasn’t just any boy—he had a special gift. While other kids played with toys, Messi was always kicking a soccer ball. Whether he was inside the house, in the backyard, or out in the streets, he couldn’t stop dribbling, passing, and scoring. Even before he could talk properly, he had already started showing his incredible talent with the ball. His family, especially his grandmother Celia, saw something magical in him. She would take him to games and cheer for him louder than anyone else. Messi loved her dearly and would later dedicate many of his goals to her by pointing up to the sky in her memory.

Growing up in Rosario, Messi lived in a humble neighborhood. His father, Jorge Messi, worked at a steel factory, and his mother, Celia, was a cleaner. They worked hard to provide for their four children, but money was not always easy to come by. However, what they lacked in wealth, they made up for in love and support. Messi’s older brothers, Rodrigo and Matías, and his sister, María Sol, were always there for him. They played soccer with him, challenged him to be better, and sometimes even got into trouble together. Life in Rosario was simple, but for young Messi, it was all about one thing—football.

When he was just four years old, Messi joined his first team, Grandoli. His grandmother had convinced the coach to let him play, even though he was younger and smaller than most kids. But as soon as he stepped onto the field, everyone could see that this tiny boy was something special. He dribbled past players effortlessly, dodging their tackles like a little magician. His coach was amazed—how could someone so young be this skilled? He wasn’t just playing soccer; he was dancing with the ball.

At six years old, Messi took a big step in his soccer journey and joined the youth team of Newell’s Old Boys, one of Rosario’s most popular clubs. It was a dream come true for him. Wearing the red and black jersey of the club, Messi continued to amaze everyone. He was part of a legendary youth team called "The Machine of '87," named after the year they were all born. This team was almost unbeatable, and Messi was their brightest star. In just a few years, he scored nearly 500 goals! People in Rosario started talking about him like he was a wonder boy, someone destined for greatness.

Despite his incredible talent, Messi faced a big challenge—his height. Unlike other kids his age, he wasn’t growing as fast as he should. His parents became worried and took him to the doctor, who discovered that Messi had a growth hormone deficiency. This meant that his body wasn’t producing enough hormones to grow properly. The doctor explained that if Messi didn’t get treatment, he would remain much shorter than other players, making it hard for him to compete at the highest level. The treatment involved expensive hormone injections, something his family could barely afford. His parents did everything they could, even working extra hours, to pay for his medical needs. Messi, despite being a little boy, was incredibly brave. Every night, he injected himself in his legs, knowing that it was the only way to achieve his dream of becoming a professional soccer player.

While Newell’s Old Boys admired Messi, they couldn’t fully support his treatment costs. This was heartbreaking for his family. They knew he had an extraordinary future in soccer, but without help, it would be difficult to continue. That’s when fate stepped in. A scout from FC Barcelona, a giant club in Spain, heard about Messi’s talent and arranged for him to have a trial with the team. It was a big risk for his family to leave everything behind in Argentina, but they knew this was Messi’s best chance.

So, at just 13 years old, Lionel Messi and his family moved across the ocean to Barcelona, Spain. It was a scary yet exciting journey. Leaving behind his friends, his childhood, and his beloved Rosario was not easy. He missed his home, the streets where he had played for hours, and the familiar faces that had watched him grow. But deep inside, he knew that if he wanted to become the best soccer player in the world, he had to make sacrifices.

Even though he had left Rosario, the spirit of the city never left him. He carried his roots, his childhood memories, and the love of his grandmother wherever he went. The boy from Rosario was about to become one of the greatest soccer players the world had ever seen.
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Chapter 2: A Soccer Dream Begins
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From the moment Lionel Messi could walk, he had a soccer ball at his feet. It wasn’t just a game for him—it was a part of who he was. Every day, he would dribble a ball around his house in Rosario, Argentina, kicking it off walls, bouncing it off furniture, and controlling it with his tiny feet like a magician. His parents, Jorge and Celia, noticed his love for the game early on, but it was his grandmother, Celia, who truly believed that Messi was born to be a soccer player. She took him to his first practices, cheered him on during games, and encouraged him to dream big. She would always tell people, "This little boy will be the best player in the world one day." Messi never forgot those words. Even as he grew older, he would often look up to the sky after scoring a goal, dedicating it to his grandmother, who had passed away when he was just 10 years old.

Messi’s first official step into the world of soccer happened when he was four years old. His older brothers and cousins would play in the streets, and Messi, the smallest of them all, wanted to join in. But he wasn’t just there to chase the ball—he wanted to win. His family quickly realized that he had something special. Unlike other kids who ran after the ball without thinking, Messi seemed to know exactly where the ball was going before anyone else. He had incredible control, dribbling past older kids as if they weren’t even there. He was faster, smarter, and more determined than most children his age.

Seeing his love for the game, his family took him to a local soccer club called Grandoli. This was a small neighborhood team, not a famous club, but it was the perfect place for young Messi to start. At first, the coach hesitated to let him play because he was so small and shy. But once he stepped onto the field, everything changed. The moment the ball touched his feet, he moved with a speed and skill that amazed everyone. He didn’t just kick the ball—he danced with it. The other kids tried to stop him, but he weaved past them effortlessly. He was like a little ghost, appearing and disappearing with the ball at his feet. The crowd, mostly parents and family members, gasped in amazement. It was clear—this boy was born to play soccer.

By the time Messi was six years old, it was time for a bigger challenge. He joined Newell’s Old Boys, one of Rosario’s most popular soccer clubs. This was where real talent was developed, and Messi was more than ready. His first coach at Newell’s, Adrián Coria, later said, "You could tell he was different from the rest. He had this incredible way of dribbling, like the ball was tied to his feet." Messi played for a special youth team
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