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1 Elizabethan England – was it England’s ‘Golden Age’?



1.1 Introducing Elizabeth and her England

Elizabeth I is one of the most famous monarchs in English history. Some people think she was so successful that they have called her ‘Good Queen Bess’ and even ‘Gloriana’ because she was so gloriously successful.

Your GCSE course will give you the chance to study the issues that Elizabeth faced and how she tried to handle them. By the end, you will be able to decide if you think that she deserves such a successful reputation or not.

This chapter will introduce Elizabeth I, as well as the most important individuals and events that were involved with her reign. This will help you to see the big picture of what the topic is about.
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A painting of Elizabeth I in 1559, when she was crowned Queen. It was published by her government. This picture is very famous and has been copied many times, including in films. You will see this on page 44.
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Who was Elizabeth?


	•  She was the daughter of King Henry VIII.

	•  She did not expect to become queen. Her brother Edward and sister Mary both became monarch before her, but each died without children, so Elizabeth became queen.

	•  She was crowned in January 1559. She was 25 years old.

	•  Mary, Elizabeth’s sister, had been unpopular. When she was queen, there had been famines, diseases, religious changes and rebellions. People wanted to know if Elizabeth would be more successful.

	•  Elizabeth put on an expensive, showy coronation. She travelled to London on a decorated barge. Crowds lined the streets. Elizabeth wore four different, expensive dresses during the day. You can see one in her portrait to the left.
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Catholic and Protestant

In this topic you will see the words ‘Catholic’ and ‘Protestant’ many times. They are two different groups of Christians. You can find out more on page 10.
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Activities

To understand the decisions people made during Elizabeth’s reign, you need to understand how people lived and thought in the sixteenth century. See if you can choose the correct answer for each question. (Answers on page 125.)


	1  The population of England in the middle of the sixteenth century was:

	a  3 million and mainly lived in towns

	b  100 million and divided equally between towns and the countryside

	c  3 million and mainly lived in the countryside.





	2  Most people worked:

	a  for the government or Church

	b  as farmers

	c  in small businesses in towns.





	3  The thing that affected the price of food the most was:

	a  the government setting food prices

	b  shop owners setting food prices

	c  whether there was a good or bad harvest.





	4  On average, people lived until they were:

	a  about 35 years old

	b  about 45 years old

	c  about 70 years old.





	5  Are these statements true or false?

	a  Henry VIII had changed the religion in England from Protestant to Catholic.

	b  Plague broke out regularly, especially in towns.

	c  Most people knew nothing about the Americas or Asia.

	d  Death from starvation was a real danger if there were bad harvests.

	e  In the years before Elizabeth was queen, religious changes had caused rebellions and protests.

	f   Girls were given the same education as boys.

	g  People believed that the monarch was God’s representative (spokesperson). Therefore, rebelling against the monarch was like rebelling against God.
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The Tudor royal family

The Tudors were a royal family who ruled from 1485 until 1603. Elizabeth was the last Tudor monarch.

These boxes are about the three Tudor monarchs before Elizabeth.

Read about the three monarchs, then write one sentence to say what their lives could have taught Elizabeth about:


	a  the danger of religious changes

	b  the danger of bad harvests and high food prices.
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Henry VIII (reigned 1509–47)


	•  Henry was Elizabeth’s father.

	•  He made himself Head of the Church of England instead of the Pope.

	•  The Church was still Catholic but with some new Protestant ideas.

	•  This led to protests from Catholics. Two hundred Catholics were executed.

	•  Henry fought wars with France. This made food prices go up and caused poverty.
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Edward VI (reigned 1547–53)


	•  Edward was Elizabeth’s brother.

	•  While he was king, the Church of England became Protestant. This included:

	•  removing decorations from churches

	•  introducing a new prayer book in English.



There were violent protests and 2500 Catholics were killed by the royal army.



	•  While he was king, there were bad harvests and food prices rose. There were violent protests and 3000 rebels were killed.
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Mary I (reigned 1553–58)


	•  Mary was Elizabeth’s sister.

	•  She was a Catholic. She tried to return England to Catholicism. Over 300 Protestants who protested were executed.

	•  She was married to the King of Spain. There were protests in England from people who were scared that the Spanish would takeover England and 90 rebels were executed.

	•  Disease and bad harvests caused many people to starve to death.
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1.2 Was Elizabeth really successful?

A big question for this GCSE topic is: Was Elizabeth really a successful queen?

The timeline below gives you an overview of some of the important things that happened to Elizabeth during the years 1558 to 1559. The colours are big ideas:


	1  Did Elizabeth defend England from foreign threats or make things worse?

	2  Did Elizabeth unite England in one religion or create bigger religious problems?

	3  Did Elizabeth help her people live comfortable lives or was there lots of poverty?

	4  Did Elizabeth make sure that there would be a future Tudor king or queen, or did she leave people uncertain?
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Activities


	1  Read each line of the timeline. Then find an example that you can use to finish each of these sentences:

	a  An example of a foreign danger to England was …

	b  An example of a religious problem was …

	c  An example of a money problem in England was …

	d  An example of an English success under Elizabeth was …

	e  An example of a personal danger to Elizabeth was …





	2  Based on what you have read on these two pages, what is your first impression of Elizabeth and England from 1558 to 1588?
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1.3 Who’s who and what did they do?

In this topic, you will come across many people. It is important that you know what they did and how they were connected to Elizabeth’s reign.

The activity below will help you to remember who the most important people were.



[image: ]

Activities

The important individuals in Elizabeth’s reign


	1  Draw your own copy of the diagram on these two pages.

	2  Add notes around each name to say:

	a  what they did

	b  if they were Catholic or Protestant.







Extension 1: If there was a special connection between any of the individuals or groups and Elizabeth, draw a line between them and write the connection along the line.

Extension 2: Why do you think some of the people in the diagram have just an outline, not a portrait?
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Warning – some names are easy to mix up!

You need to be careful not to get confused over the names. Here are two examples that can be confusing:


	A  There were two Queen Marys in the sixteenth century.

	1  Mary I of England, also called Mary Tudor. She was Elizabeth’s half-sister and died before Elizabeth was queen.

	2  Mary, Queen of Scots. She was Elizabeth’s cousin. Elizabeth had her imprisoned in England during her reign, and later had her executed.
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	B  Some people were known by two names. For example, Robert Dudley was the Earl of Leicester, so some people call him Leicester. But this was the same person.
Why not add his other name to the diagram you made of important individuals?
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You could do this activity physically in the classroom. Each person could pretend to be one of the characters on this page. Take it in turns to tell the class who you are, what your role was in Elizabeth’s England, and the names of at least two other people you were connected to. The class can show these connections by using ribbons or string. If you are brave enough, you could also say if your character liked Elizabeth or not!
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1.4 Getting better at History

This book does not just tell you about Elizabeth and the events of her reign. It is also designed to help you understand what to do to get better at History. This will help you to get the best possible grade in your exam.

One way to get better is to understand the common mistakes that students make, so that you can avoid them.

For example, on page 7 we showed the importance of learning who the key individuals are, so that you don’t get them mixed up. Another common mistake is to get confused between Catholics, Protestants and Puritans – the next few pages will help with that.

But what if you learn new information and feel completely confused? You have two choices:
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Choice A

Give up or hide the problem from your teacher. Stop working hard.

The result - you will make mistakes in your exams and do badly.

Choice B

Think about why you are stuck. Ask your teacher for help.

The result - your teacher will help you and you will do well in your exams.
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Choice B is a lot smarter than Choice A!

It is okay to get things wrong. We all do. Saying ‘I do not understand’ and getting help is the first step to getting it correct.

Choice B means taking responsibility for your learning. Admitting that you are confused and getting help, which will mean that you can start to put things right.
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Activities

Think about these questions and note down your answers.


	1  Why is it important to admit when you are stuck and get help?

	2  What aspects of History have you been good at in Key Stage 3 and other parts of your GCSE course so far?

	3  What do you find hard about studying History and how could you improve?
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1.5 Religion was very important in Elizabethan England

In modern England, religion is important to some people but not to everyone. In Elizabethan England, religion was very important to almost everyone. The story of Margaret Ward shows just how important it was.


The story of Margaret Ward, the ‘Pearl of Tyburn’

Even though Catholics and Protestants are both types of Christians, people in the sixteenth century believed that they were very different. This was important because people at this time believed strongly in their religious faith. They believed that following the right beliefs would mean going to heaven when they died, and following the wrong beliefs would mean going to hell and being punished forever. They were reminded of this when they went to church and saw pictures like the painting below.
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	1  I was a Catholic, born in Cheshire in the North of England. In Cheshire, Catholicism was popular and my religion was important to me.

	2  I moved to London to work as a servant. I discovered that a Catholic priest was in a prison near where I lived. I visited him regularly.

	3  I helped the priest to escape by smuggling him a rope.

	4  I was arrested by the Queen’s officers. To try to make me tell them where the priest was hiding, they hung me from chains and whipped me for 8 days. But I would not say where he was.

	5  When I went to trial, I admitted what I had done and said I was happy to have helped a priest. They offered to free me if I said I would attend a Protestant church, but I would not change my religion. They hanged me on 30 August, 1588.
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Many churches had paintings like this one, showing the Last Judgement. They were painted to remind people that those who led good lives would go to heaven, but those who did not would go to hell.




[image: ]

Angels weighing souls to decide their fate.

Devils boiling murderers in perpetual punishment.

Souls of sinners failing to climb out of hell.

Sinners being punished by Souls who are devils in hell.

Souls who are saved climbing the ladder to heaven.
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Activities

The importance of religion


	1  Give one reason why Margaret was ready to be whipped and executed.

	2  Why was religion very important to people in the sixteenth century?
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Get the century right: remember, 1500–1599 is the sixteenth century, not the fifteenth century.
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In 1558, people disagreed very strongly about religion

The story of Margaret Ward on page 9 shows us that religion was very important to people in the sixteenth century. Some people were even willing to die for their beliefs!

This was a problem for Elizabeth, as she was responsible for deciding the overall religion of the country. No matter which religion she decided the Church of England was going to be, people with a different religion would be angry.


What were the different religions?


	•  Catholics – Catholics are a type of Christian. England had been Catholic for hundreds of years. Until 1533, Catholics in England had obeyed the Pope. In 1533, Henry VIII had broken the Church of England away from Rome and from obeying the Pope.

	•  Protestants – Protestants are a different type of Christian. They thought that Catholics were wrong. They wanted to replace the Catholic religion in England at this time.

	•  Puritans – Puritans were a group of Protestants who were very extreme and wanted to completely simplify the Church of England. They even thought that other Protestants were too much like Catholics!



After Henry VIII broke the Church of England away from obeying the Pope in 1533, there had been a struggle between these religious groups. The Church of England stayed Catholic, but Henry’s son Edward VI later turned the Church Protestant. Then Henry’s daughter Mary Tudor had returned it to Catholic. Elizabeth needed to pick which religion the Church would follow.




Elizabeth needed to make decisions on four key issues about the Church of England
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1 WHO SHOULD THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH BE?

Elizabeth needed to decide who would be the Head of the Church. Each religion had a different opinion.




	 
	Catholics
	Protestants
	Puritans



	Who should be Head of the Church of England?
	Go back to the Pope in Rome
	Elizabeth
	There should not be a Head of the Church



	Who should help them control the Church?
	Cardinals, bishops and archbishops
	Bishops and archbishops
	Committees of churchgoers should make the rules
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2 WHAT SHOULD CHURCHES LOOK LIKE?

Each religion had a different opinion about what a church building should look like.
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Catholics believed that churches should be very beautifully decorated to please God.
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Protestants thought that churches should be plainer, because statues and stained glass windows were not based on the Bible and would not please God.
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Puritans thought that churches should be extremely plain and simple to please God.
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3 WHAT SHOULD THE CLERGY BE LIKE?

‘The clergy’ means the priests who ran the churches.


	•  When Elizabeth came to the throne, all clergy were Catholic. Changing to Protestant would mean new clergy were needed.

	•  Catholics expected the clergy not to marry or have sex (to be celibate) but Protestants and Puritans allowed this.

	•  Catholics, Protestants and Puritans could not agree on what the clergy should wear:

	•  the Catholics preferred richly decorated robes called vestments

	•  the Puritans, plain black gowns

	•  and the Protestants, something in between.
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Catholics liked their clergy in decorated robes, called vestments.
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Protestants liked their clergy in simple robes.
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Puritans liked their clergy in plain robes.
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4 WHAT SHOULD CHURCH SERVICES BE LIKE?

The religions disagreed about the language of the Bible that should be used, and how people should worship.




	 
	Catholics
	Protestants
	Puritans



	What language should the Bible be?
	Latin, so only priests can read it
	English, so anyone can read it
	English, so anyone can read it



	What should Church services be like?
	Latin services with a Latin mass. Catholics believed that when they ate bread and wine during the mass, it turned into the body and blood of Jesus.
	English services with Holy Communion. Protestants believed that when they ate bread and wine during the Communion, it stayed bread and wine, but was also the body and blood of Jesus.
	English services with Holy Communion. Puritans believed that the bread and wine did not change but that Jesus was with them spiritually.
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The Church of England: Why did the religion matter?

In modern times, religious differences like these might not seem important. But in the sixteenth century, religion was connected to every part of life. Most people went to church every week, and the Church was the centre of the community. People wanted to know that they were living the right type of life so that God would reward them when they died. They worried that if the Church was the wrong religion, they would not go to heaven. So the issue was important to everyone, not just to Elizabeth.
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Activities

What did these religious groups believe?


	1  Copy this diagram, then add two or more examples of what Catholics believed. One idea has been done for you.

	2  Now make a similar diagram for Protestants, and another for Puritans.
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Catholics

Believed that church buildings should be decorated
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1.6 Elizabethan England in 1558 – society and government


Society


	•  ‘Society’ means the makeup of the population in a country.

	•  When Elizabeth was queen, there were about 3 million people in England.

	•  People believed that society was hierarchical. This means that the more power and money you had, the more important you were.

	•  The main way to be rich and powerful was to own land. But there were some wealthy merchants who did not own land.



This chart shows you the different types of people in Elizabethan society.
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God

The Queen

Monarch Elizabeth made all the decisions, but had nobles who advised her. There was no full-time royal army, so Elizabeth’s army were soldiers supplied by her nobles. Elizabeth relied on the nobles and gentry to help her to keep law and order across England.

Nobles and lords (the wealthiest landowners) About 50 families

Nobles They had the most land and power after the monarch. They expected to advise Elizabeth, help her run the country and command armies in war. If she ignored them, it could have dangerous results.

The gentry (the less-wealthy landowners) About 10,000 families

Gentry These were mainly knights, lawyers and less-powerful nobles. They had less land and power than the nobles, but they were still rich landowners. They ran the government locally, for example as judges and sheriffs.

Wealthy merchants About 30,000 families

Wealthy merchants Some merchants became very rich by trading. The richest merchants usually lived in towns with a port.

Yeomen (farmers who owned their own land) and tenant farmers (farmers who rented their land) About 100,000 families They could make money by selling any extra goods they made on their farm. Many yeomen had servants.

Craftspeople, labourers, servants, the poor About 500,000 families Labourers usually worked for farmers in the countryside or craftspeople in the towns. If there was no work, because of a bad harvest or illness, they could become very poor or homeless.
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Activity

Look at the diagram on page 13. Then, complete these sentences:


The main role of the queen was …

Two roles of the nobles were … and …

An example of a government role for the gentry was …
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Government


	•  ‘Government’ means how the country is run.

	•  In Elizabeth’s England, there was quite a complicated system for running the country.

	•  The monarch (Elizabeth) made all of the decisions, but she needed the people below her to support her decisions.

	•  This meant that the nobles and gentry were very important – without them, Elizabeth could not rule.

	•  So, she had to listen to them and make sure that she was popular with them.
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KEY TOPIC 1
Queen, government and religion, 1558–69


Elizabeth knew that as queen she would face many problems.

In this picture, the speech bubbles are things that people at the time might have been thinking when Elizabeth became queen.


Moments in time – London in 1558
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Activities

Decisions for Elizabeth, 1558


	1  Read the conversations in the speech bubbles in the picture.

	2  In the speech bubbles, find one reason why:

	a  people thought Elizabeth should marry quickly

	b  people were worried about Elizabeth’s choice of a husband

	c  people were worried about what religion Elizabeth would choose.





	3  King Philip II of Spain wanted to marry Elizabeth. Use the speech bubbles to find one possible advantage and one possible problem if Elizabeth married him.
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Activities

Checking who’s who


	1  Who was Elizabeth’s father?

	2  Who were her brother and sister?

	3  Who had been king or queen immediately before Elizabeth?




You could look back at page 3 if you need help.
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Another woman on the throne! She will not be able to rule on her own.

Maybe Elizabeth will marry an English noble?

That might make the other nobles jealous.

But if she marries a foreign prince, we might end up fighting his wars against his enemies.

What happens if she dies young, before she has children?

Civil war. That is what used to happen when there was no heir.

She needs to get married and have children quickly so we know who her heir is.

She’s a Protestant. Will she change the religion again?

I do not suppose Philip will be too pleased if England becomes Protestant.

Catholics will be angry. There could be a rebellion.

To think we used to rule most of France. Now there’s not a yard of English land left there.

This war with the French has been a disaster. They have got soldiers in Scotland now. The French could invade us any time.

Her cousin Mary, Queen of Scots. She is Catholic and already Elizabeth’s heir.

Who do Catholics want as queen?

It would be clever of Elizabeth to marry King Philip. Spain is powerful – that would be a strong alliance.

But
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