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A Wellspring For The Bride Who Longs 
To Go Deeper

 

Dear Beloved,

This book you hold in your hands is more than ink on paper—it is a stream flowing from the deep places of God’s heart to yours. It is a river of living water, moving gently through each page, carrying healing, refreshment, and the fragrance of Jesus.

These devotional writings were not born from theory or theology alone—but from sacred moments in the secret place where the Lord whispered, “Come away, My beloved.” Each word was first etched upon my own heart in the hidden hours—through suffering, worship, longing, and divine encounter.

I wrote Rivers of Living Water for the Bride—for those who cannot be satisfied with shallow waters or surface-level Christianity. These pages are for the ones who hunger to know the manifest presence of God… who long to behold the beauty of the Lord… who ache to walk in holiness and radiant love… who want to carry something real and precious in a world starved for the authentic.

You will find within these chapters prophetic themes, divine invitation, and reflections soaked in scripture. They are meditations meant to be lingered over, pondered slowly, and prayed deeply. You may find your heart burning as you read—if so, may that flame only grow stronger. Let these writings be fresh bread for your spirit, water for your soul, and oil for your lamp.

Dear one, the Lord is calling His Bride to arise—to become vessels of honor, carriers of His glory, and radiant flames in the midnight hour. Now is the time to return to our First Love, to cast off distraction and draw near. These are days for mature sons and daughters to be revealed, clothed not in perfection, but in repentance, intimacy, and relentless devotion.

From our little home base in the Finger Lakes of New York, my wife Diane and I have been blessed to minister with burning hearts—raising up lovers of Jesus through Refuge Ministries, Oasis Bible Training Center, and our annual Deeper Life Conferences. We’ve walked this path through the ups and downs for over 30 years of marriage, raising daughters, now holding grandchildren in our arms—and through it all, our cry remains the same: “Lord, come and make us a resting place for You!”

So take and read, dear friend. Let these words guide you to the feet of Jesus, where suffering love drips from His robes, and living waters flow without end. May you drink deeply. May you be changed. May you radiate His beauty until the whole earth sees and knows there is still a people set apart—a Bride made ready.

With Love,
Steve Porter
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Recently in my spirit I was stirred by a vision from the Lord. This vision brought me hope and encouraged me greatly.

I saw a mighty army marching forward with boldness that was ablaze with a fiery passion for God that He Himself had ignited. It was clear that this steadfast remnant of overcomers had fought many battles and persevered through intense trials; but no matter how hard it got, they stayed true and pure in His sight. They were anointed with His manifest glory, and His tangible manifest presence was moving amongst them.

In these times, the Lord is raising up this mighty army to do His work. They have a zeal for the Bridegroom; they are captivated by Jesus alone. They are marching in harmony with His will, consumed by a heart for Him. They are hungry for God and a true testament to His magnificence.

My heart stirred upon witnessing their fiery affection for Christ. Unwavering in loyalty, I knew these faithful followers would reign with Him. They were truly spectacular, shining with God's brilliance. I felt privileged to be able to glimpse such powerful faith.

A Clarion Call to Radiate His Light

This stirred a passion in me to sound a clarion call—calling for His mature Bride to take a bold stand, stepping out of the shadows to allow our lights to shine amid the darkness, without fear or doubt.

Matthew 4:16 speaks of Jesus radiating light into gloom. It proclaims: "The people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned."

Truly, we are in a seasonal shift where He is opening our eyes to see and our ears to hear. As night creeps in, the Lord beckons us to be shimmering cities on hilltops, inspiring new hope to those mired in despair below.

Think of it! He's trusting us to let His glory shine through us! What an awesome honor to be part of this miraculous process. I pray we wholeheartedly respond and release His holy glory so that all the world can see.

Though evil abounds, hope lives on. Some still refuse to let darkness prevail, beaming like lighthouses, guiding the wanderers home. These 'burning ones' have hearts aflame for God, refusing to be snuffed out.

As mature Believers, we're summoned to live the same way, standing undaunted against evil's advance, rejecting obscurity, and stepping off the shelf and into the light. The challenge is to shine, illuminating the way for those lost in pitch blackness.

The Wise Virgins

The parable of the ten virgins in Matthew 25 shows both ends of the spectrum: prudent Believers and foolhardy Believers awaiting the arrival of the Bridegroom.

We must strive to be like the wise virgins who vigilantly kept oil in their lamps. But greater still, we cannot neglect cultivating intimacy with Christ through prayer, worship, and soaking in His presence and His Word.

May our hearts blaze with passion fueled by this oil of intimacy, prepared to soak in our sweet Master's presence, even in the darkest hour.

Hearts Set Ablaze

Dear friend, when we read Luke 24:13-35, we find a powerful story of the disciples on the road to Emmaus. After Christ's resurrection, He had a life-altering impact on His disciples. Two of them were walking and talking with each other, when suddenly Jesus came to them. Though they did not recognize Him, the disciples' hearts became ablaze with fervent passion as He spoke. At the sound of His voice, their hearts boiled over.

This intense fire came as a result of having an encounter with our sweet Master, Jesus. His words are still like fire, and He still stirs up desire in us as we yearn for Him and cultivate a deep and meaningful relationship with Him. It is our prayer that our hearts would also burn at the sound of His voice.

Arise, Shine!

Today is the day and this is the hour to fully embrace our upward call and become His brilliant, glorious Bride; a vessel of honor; His mature sons and daughters; His royal priesthood, heralding His soon return.

We hear our sweet Bridegroom calling us—"Arise, shine!"—as we refuse to make excuses, but promptly obey His call. We are firmly taking our place, invading the darkness as we become beacons of light, steering people toward the Lord while we give Him all the glory.

Let's ignite fresh, glorious fire today, passionately pursuing our sweet Master to become His special burning ones. With hearts fully ablaze in relentless devotion, we meet our Bridegroom with great expectation, radiating hope and glory into the darkest night.

We are selectively chosen flames, reflecting God's splendor and beauty. The call to wake and shine weighs heavy. May we swiftly respond to this urgent summons, rouse from sleep, and beam His manifested glory to light the world. The time to pierce the gloom is now! 

(See Isaiah 9:2; Isaiah 60:1; Matthew 4:16; Matthew 5:16; Matthew 25; Ephesians 5:8, 14; Luke 24:13-35; Revelation 19:7-9.)
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Hezekiah's Prayer

As long as we're alive, we'll face adversities and uncertainties. We'll face tests and trials that seem far too much of a challenge to confront and overcome as finite human beings. We need answers to our issues, healing in our bodies, and God's intervention in many areas of our lives. The story of Hezekiah's life extension wasn't placed in the Bible by accident; rather, it's a powerful reminder that God is all-powerful, He can show mercy, and He can even bring a miraculous extension of life when needed.

Scripture describes Hezekiah as a faithful king in Judah, who eventually became very ill. In fact, God sent the prophet Isaiah to deliver a word from the Lord, declaring that Hezekiah's life would soon come to an end (see 2 Kings 18-20). I can't imagine what Hezekiah was thinking in those moments, how weighty that type of stark truth would have been to him. I find it intriguing to know that Hezekiah didn't give up hope, turn his face against a wall and die. Instead, he turned to our loving God, who is all-powerful.

Here's just a portion of the above Scripture reference:

Hezekiah's Life Extended: "In those days Hezekiah was sick and near death. And Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, went to him and said to him, 'Thus says the Lord: "Set your house in order, for you shall die, and not live."' Then he turned his face toward the wall, and prayed to the Lord, saying, 'Remember now, O Lord, I pray, how I have walked before You in truth and with a loyal heart, and have done what was good in Your sight.' And Hezekiah wept bitterly. And it happened, before Isaiah had gone out into the middle court, that the word of the Lord came to him, saying, 'Return and tell Hezekiah the leader of My people, "Thus says the Lord, the God of David your father: 'I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears; surely I will heal you. On the third day you shall go up to the house of the Lord. And I will add to your days fifteen years. I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for My own sake, and for the sake of My servant David'"'" (2 Kings 20:1-6).

Hezekiah's response sets a powerful example for us, even now. He prayed earnestly to his all-powerful God of glory, pouring out his heart and seeking God's mercy and favor. He even reminded God of his own devotion and how he'd walked faithfully before Him, living out his destiny. I believe that Hezekiah's prayer was rooted in deep trust and a beautiful dependence on God alone.

God was so moved by Hezekiah's sincerity and fervent prayer that He responded with compassion and grace. He heard his cries and collected his tears in a bottle, displaying His mercy for all to see by granting Hezekiah a stunning fifteen-year extension on his life.

Imagine this king's
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