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INTRODUCTION

The List in the Briefcase

Shortly after midnight on May 14, 1983, two California Highway Patrol officers noticed a Toyota moving erratically along Interstate 5 in Orange County.

It looked like a drunk driver.

That assumption was correct, but it explained only the smallest part of what the officers were about to encounter.

Behind the wheel was Randy Steven Kraft, a computer professional in his late thirties. In the passenger seat was twenty five year old Marine Terry Lee Gambrel.

Gambrel appeared to be asleep.

He was dead.

The traffic stop immediately became a homicide investigation, and the search that followed would expose evidence forcing detectives to reconsider years of unsolved murders involving young men across Southern California.

Among Kraft's belongings, investigators discovered photographs, possessions, and a coded list containing more than sixty entries.

Some entries appeared meaningless.

Others contained abbreviated references to locations, people, or circumstances.

Then detectives began comparing them with unsolved cases.

Possible connections emerged.

The document acquired a nickname.

The scorecard.

And Randy Kraft became known as the Scorecard Killer.

The label created an image of a murderer carefully recording victims as though they were points in a game, but the actual meaning of every entry has never been conclusively established. Some entries have been linked persuasively to known crimes, while others remain uncertain.

That uncertainty is crucial because Kraft's reputation has grown far beyond what prosecutors actually proved in court.

He was convicted of sixteen murders.

Authorities suspected him in additional killings.

The true total remains disputed.

To understand how police reached even those sixteen convictions, however, we must return to the man who existed before Interstate 5.

Kraft was born in Long Beach, California, in 1945. He grew up in Southern California, attended college, became politically active, served in the United States Air Force, and later built a career in computing.

His military experience occurred during a period when homosexuality could destroy a service member's career. Kraft was discharged after his sexual orientation became known.

He later participated in Southern California's gay social world while maintaining employment and relationships.

Alongside that visible life, prosecutors would eventually demonstrate that another pattern had developed.

Young men were being killed.

Some were Marines.

Some were hitchhikers.

Some were encountered through bars or other social environments.

The geography of Southern California became important to understanding the crimes. An enormous freeway network allowed someone to move rapidly between cities and jurisdictions. Hitchhiking remained common. Military bases brought thousands of young men into the region.

There were no smartphones recording movements.

No widespread license plate tracking.

No national DNA database.

A victim could enter a stranger's vehicle in one city and be discovered miles away in another jurisdiction.

That fragmentation could delay recognition of a serial pattern.

Kraft benefited from a landscape built for movement.

Then the traffic stop changed everything.

Investigators began examining Kraft's movements against old homicide files. The coded list became one tool among many, not a magical solution but a map of possibilities requiring corroboration.

Detectives compared dates.

Locations.

Victim characteristics.

Physical evidence.

Possessions.

Photographs.

The investigation expanded far beyond Terry Gambrel.

Eventually prosecutors assembled a case involving sixteen murders.

Kraft's trial became enormous and complex, requiring jurors to absorb evidence from crimes spanning years.

In 1989, he was convicted.

He received a death sentence.

Yet the verdict did not explain every entry on the scorecard or settle every suspected connection.

Questions have also persisted about whether another person could have participated in some crimes attributed to Kraft. Investigators examined possibilities involving accomplices because certain evidence and circumstances raised doubts about whether every event could be explained by one offender acting entirely alone.

No simple answer emerged.

That is where responsible biography becomes particularly important.

The mythology surrounding serial killers tends to expand over time. Suspected victims become definite victims. Investigative theories become facts. Numbers increase each time the story is retold.

Kraft's case demands the opposite approach.

We must begin with what prosecutors proved, then examine the additional cases investigators believed might be connected, explaining exactly where certainty ends.

We must also resist allowing the scorecard to overshadow the victims.

A coded entry occupies a line.

A human life does not.

Terry Gambrel was not an entry. Neither were the fifteen other people whose murders formed the prosecution's case.

Their lives mattered before Randy Kraft entered them.

This book will follow Kraft from his childhood through college, military service, relationships, career, and the development of the double life prosecutors eventually exposed. It will reconstruct the murders used to convict him, examine suspected additional victims, analyze the scorecard, explore questions surrounding possible accomplices, and follow the investigation from a freeway traffic stop into the courtroom.

Because for years the California highways gave Randy Kraft something valuable.

Movement.

Distance.

Anonymity.

Then, on one night in 1983, those same highways betrayed him.

Two officers saw a Toyota weaving across Interstate 5 and switched on their lights.

Inside was a dead Marine.

Behind the wheel was Randy Kraft.

And hidden among his belongings was a list that detectives would spend years trying to decipher.
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Years before police opened the trunk of Randy Kraft's car and found the cryptic list that would give him his most enduring nickname, there was little in his public life to suggest what he would become.

That was not an illusion created entirely after the fact. People who had actually known Kraft as a teenager struggled to reconcile their memories with the man convicted decades later of sixteen murders. At Westminster High School in Orange County, California, he was remembered as intelligent, quiet but friendly, academically successful, politically interested, and socially conventional. He belonged to the Boy Scouts, played in the school band, competed on the tennis team, joined the debate team, and formed a close friendship with two other strong students whom classmates jokingly called the Three Musketeers. One of those friends later told the Los Angeles Times that there had been no obvious warning signs in the young man he knew.

The contrast would eventually become almost unbearable.

The teenager remembered for discussing schoolwork and politics would become a computer programmer whose name was attached to bodies found beside Southern California highways. The young man classmates thought unlikely to harm anyone would eventually be convicted of murdering sixteen young men, while prosecutors and investigators linked him to still more deaths. The quiet student would become known as the Scorecard Killer.

The temptation is to search Kraft's childhood for the moment when the future became visible.

There is no reliable evidence of such a moment.

Randy Steven Kraft was born on March 19, 1945, in Long Beach, California, and grew up in Orange County during a period when the region was rapidly transforming from agricultural communities and scattered suburbs into one of America's great metropolitan landscapes. Freeways multiplied. Housing developments spread. Cars increasingly shaped the rhythms of daily life. The geography that would later become central to Kraft's crimes was being built around him.

Yet nothing about growing up beside a freeway explains murder.

Nothing about being academically gifted explains violence.

Nothing about being gay explains predation.

Those distinctions are especially important in Kraft's biography because his sexuality developed during an era when homosexuality itself could carry serious social, professional, and legal consequences. Later, the military would punish him for openly acknowledging it. A careless biography can turn that discrimination into an implied explanation for his crimes, as though repression naturally produces a serial murderer.

It does not.

Millions of gay men lived through the same period of prejudice without hurting anyone.

Kraft's sexuality belongs in his biography because it shaped his relationships, military experience, nightlife, and access to some of the places where he later encountered men. It should never be confused with the reason he chose to drug, assault, and murder.

As a young man, Kraft appears to have been particularly adept at appearing ordinary. Classmates remembered a student with recognizable ambitions and interests. He was an honors student, technically minded, politically engaged, and interested in solving problems. One old friend remembered spending time with Kraft at the beach or going out for hamburgers, the unremarkable activities of teenagers whose futures still seemed open.

There was no mythology yet.

No scorecard.

No freeway bodies connected to his name.

No courtroom filled with photographs.

After graduating from Westminster High School in 1963, Kraft attended Claremont Men's College, now Claremont McKenna College. He studied economics and completed his degree in 1967. His educational background would later distinguish him from the stereotype of the chaotic or socially dysfunctional serial offender. Kraft was capable of academic work, planning, professional employment, and complicated technical tasks.

That ability to organize would matter.

Kraft's later crimes were not the work of a man incapable of functioning within ordinary society. He held jobs. He learned computer systems during a period when computer programming required specialized technical knowledge. Employers trusted him. Friends socialized with him. Family members remained close enough that his arrest devastated them.

His intelligence did not make him violent.

It made concealment easier.

There is an important difference.

A disorganized offender may expose himself through instability. He loses jobs, attracts complaints, quarrels publicly, leaves obvious evidence, or behaves in ways that bring police attention.

Kraft's public life could look controlled.

That control would later become one of the most important features of the case.

After college came the United States Air Force, but before examining that period fully, it is worth understanding what Southern California was becoming around him.

By the late 1960s and early 1970s, the region offered extraordinary mobility. Someone living in Long Beach could move through Orange County, Los Angeles County, coastal communities, military areas, beaches, nightlife districts, and long stretches of highway within hours. Young people hitchhiked far more commonly than they would in later decades. Military installations placed thousands of young servicemen in Southern California, many without cars and accustomed to accepting rides.

For most people, the freeway represented movement.

For Kraft, prosecutors would later argue, it became access.

The men he eventually targeted did not belong to one narrow social group. Some were Marines. Some were travelers. Some were young men moving between friends, bars, parties, bases, and homes. Several appear to have been hitchhiking when they entered a vehicle from which they would never safely emerge.

The freeway provided anonymity without complete isolation.

That combination was powerful.

A driver could meet someone briefly, travel miles within minutes, cross jurisdictional boundaries, and leave a body far from where the victim had last been seen. The police agency discovering the victim might have no idea where the encounter began. A missing person report could exist in another city. The body might fall under another sheriff's department entirely.

In the years before centralized databases and modern DNA comparison, those boundaries mattered.

Kraft would eventually exploit a fragmented landscape before investigators understood that the fragments belonged together.

But in his early twenties, his life still resembled something very different.

College graduate.

Political interests.

Professional ambitions.

A young gay man beginning to live more openly.

That last development appears to have happened gradually. Friends from high school did not recall Kraft openly identifying as gay during those years. After college and military service, however, he became more visible within Southern California gay nightlife. One former friend remembered visiting him after the Air Force period and being taken to the Buoys Shed in Sunset Beach, where Kraft worked part time as a bartender. Only after entering did the friend realize it was a gay bar. Kraft then told him openly about his sexuality.

The bars Kraft frequented later became part of the homicide investigation because some suspected and known victims moved through the same social geography.

This must be handled carefully.

Gay bars in 1970s Southern California were communities, not crime scenes by definition. They offered social spaces during an era when gay people still faced significant discrimination elsewhere. Kraft's presence in them does not transform the community around him into an extension of his crimes.

Predators use normal places.

Bars.

Roads.

Parties.

Parking lots.

Beaches.

The danger belongs to the predator, not the setting.

In Kraft's case, the combination of bars, hitchhiking culture, highways, and military populations created a large number of encounters with young men who might reasonably accept conversation, drinks, or transportation from another adult.

The first documented evidence of behavior far beyond ordinary sexual activity surfaced in 1970.

During the penalty phase of Kraft's later murder trial, prosecutors presented the testimony of a man identified in the court record as Joseph F. He said that in March 1970, when he was thirteen and had
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