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			ERNEST HEMINGWAY

			AMERICAN WRITER AND JOURNALIST

			
					Born in Oak Park (Illinois) in 1899.

					Died in Ketchum (Idaho) in 1961.

					Notable works:	The Sun Also Rises (1926), novel

	A Farewell to Arms (1929), novel

	For Whom the Bell Tolls (1940), novel




			

			Ernest Miller Hemingway was an American writer from an affluent family in Oak Park, Illinois. He initially worked as a journalist, before being encouraged by his friends to dedicate himself to literature. In 1926, he published his first novel, The Sun Also Rises, which was met with critical acclaim. He later acted as a war correspondent during the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) and the Normandy landings (1944). Two years after the publication of his novel Across the River and into the Trees (1950), which met with generally negative reviews, he published The Old Man and the Sea (1952), which was much better received. Many of his works have been adapted for the cinema and television.

		


		
			THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA

			AN EPIC BATTLE BETWEEN AN OLD MAN AND A FISH

			
					Genre: novel

					Reference edition: Hemingway, E. (1994) The Old Man and the Sea. London: Vintage.

					1st edition: 1952

					Themes: loneliness, friendship, nature, struggle, courage, death

			

			The Old Man and the Sea, the last novel published during Hemingway’s lifetime, received the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and was an important contributing factor in the decision to award him the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1954.

			The story is set in Cuba and follows an elderly fisherman called Santiago, who has not caught a single big fish in 84 days. He used to fish in the Gulf Stream with a young boy called Manolin, to whom he taught his techniques, but the boy’s parents have forced him to head out on a bigger boat so that he can catch more fish. At dawn on the 85th day, Santiago leaves alone and sails far out to sea in the hope of a big catch. At noon, he hooks an enormous swordfish and struggles against it for three days. After the swordfish is finally vanquished, it is eaten by sharks, so when the exhausted Santiago finally makes it back to the shore, only its skeleton remains.

		


		
			SUMMARY

			AN UNLUCKY FISHERMAN

			The story is set in a Cuban fishing village, where life is difficult but there is a sense of solidarity among the fishermen. The village is home to Santiago, a poor, elderly fisherman who has not caught a large fish in 84 days, and Manolin, a young boy whom he taught to fish and who is very attached to him. Everybody thinks Santiago is unlucky, and by this point Manolin is the only person who still believes in him. The boy used to accompany him on his fishing expeditions, but his parents were convinced that the old man was “salao, which is the worst form of unlucky” (p. 3) and ordered their son to join “another boat which caught three good fish in the first week” (ibid.).

			When he gets back to the shore, Manolin tries to comfort and care for Santiago by bringing him bait and food.

			SANTIAGO SETS SAIL

			One day, the old man sets out alone for the open sea, determined to put an end to his unlucky streak. He sails past the harbour and goes further out than the other fishermen, who stay near the coast. He plans to “work out where the schools of bonito and albacore are” (p. 20), as he thinks that he will be able to catch a big fish there. He sets up his bait before sunrise and then watches the position of his lines. He continues to row towards the hunting grounds of a sea hawk, where he sees “the red sifting of the plankton” (p. 24), a sign that there are a lot of fish in the area. He is soon surrounded by tuna that leap out of the water. He catches one and decides to keep it to use as bait, but is forced to eat it the next day to keep his strength up. As he watches his lines, he sees one of his floats plunge beneath the surface of the water and skilfully manoeuvres so that the fish, which is eating sardines, will get caught on the hook. At midday, he finally manages to hook the enormous fish.

			A TERRIBLE STRUGGLE

			A fierce struggle between the fish and the old man ensues, as the fish keeps pulling on the line and Santiago is forced to let his boat drift off towards the open sea and abandon his other lines, which are holding him back. In the course of the struggle, he is wounded on the cheek and cuts his right hand, his left hand becomes so tense that he has to stop using it, and the fishing line slashes his back. He then catches a smaller fish, which he forces himself to eat in order to keep his strength up and, after taking every precaution to keep control of his line, he lets himself rest to restore his energy. He falls asleep briefly, but is awoken by a searing pain in his right hand. The swordfish keeps leaping out of the water, and the jolting of the boat pitches the man onto his stomach. The old man finally gets a glimpse of his adversary and sees how enormous it is. The struggle continues.

			At sunrise on the third day, the swordfish starts circling the boat and keeps swimming up towards the surface. By now, the old man is exhausted and dizzy, but forces himself to keep going. He tries to reel the swordfish in to get it as close as possible to the boat. In a last-ditch effort to vanquish the fish, he harpoons it twice and kills it.

			A BITTERSWEET VICTORY

			The fish is so big that it is a struggle to haul it into the boat. Santiago must first guide his boat close to the swordfish in order to tie its head and tail with the rope of the harpoon. He then ties it to the side of the boat, raises the mast and unfurls the sail in preparation for sailing back. The boat moves swiftly, and Santiago catches and eats some shrimp and drinks the rest of his water to keep his strength up. The old man cannot take his eyes off the fish and feels as though he might be dreaming.

			He suddenly becomes aware of a shark that is following in the boat’s wake, and realises that he is in danger. When the shark attacks the swordfish, he throws his harpoon at its head, but the shark fights back and bites through the rope, before sinking below the waves and taking the harpoon with it. Two hours later, Santiago sees two more sharks approaching the boat, and manages to kill them by tying a knife to the end of his oar. A fourth shark bites into the swordfish, and although the old man manages to kill it, the blade of his knife breaks in the process. Two more sharks arrive, and before long there are multiple sharks swarming around the boat. The old man struggles valiantly, but he cannot stop the sharks from eating the swordfish, and soon all that is left of it is its skeleton. Santiago arrives at the harbour during the night and, although he manages to lower the mast and sails, he is so exhausted that he cannot even stay on his feet as he makes his way home. When he gets back to his shack, he collapses onto his bed and falls asleep.

			After the expedition, Manolin comes to Santiago’s house, as he does every day. He sees that the old man is breathing and goes to fetch him coffee. The events of the last three days inspire Manolin to go fishing with Santiago again, and the two of them plan how they are going to work together over the following days. When the old man finally falls back to sleep, Manolin stays by his side.

		


		
			CHARACTER STUDY

			SANTIAGO

			Santiago is an elderly, lonely, extremely poor fisherman. He has powerful shoulders and a strong neck, but is very thin, with a wrinkled face and worn hands. His eyes are “the same colour as the sea and […] cheerful and undefeated” (p. 4). He wears a ragged shirt and always goes barefoot. He lives in a shack built from palm trees with no running water or proper flooring, and only the most basic furnishings.

			Santiago stays humble in the face of the adversity he undergoes and does not feel ashamed. He is confident in his abilities as a fisherman, but knows that he is powerless against bad luck and against the loss of physical strength and weakening of his left hand that come with aging. However, he is determined, tenacious and brave. He is an upstanding man with a keen sense of honour who does not let his streak of bad luck discourage him.

			He loves the sea, which he knows well, and respects all forms of life. He admires the fish’s strength, and feels as though he develops a kind of bond with it in the course of their struggle.

			Santiago talks to himself while he is out at sea so that he will feel less lonely. The old man often dreams of his past adventures, likes to talk about Africa, and is an avid baseball fan. He reflects on good and evil, life and death, and the human condition. He is trying to work out what gives his life meaning, and does not flinch from examining his own shortcomings. For example, after the sharks attack the swordfish, he apologises to it for his pride. In some ways, he is a contradictory character: he seems to be weak and to have ordinary human flaws, but at the same time he appears to possess almost superhuman strength.

			MANOLIN

			Manolin is not described physically. He is a young man who learned how to fish from Santiago when he was five. He liked fishing with the old man, who entrusted him with a few responsibilities, but his parents have forced him to work on a boat which catches big fish, and he is too young to go against their wishes.

			However, Manolin admires Santiago and believes that his skill as a fisherman is unparalleled. He also feels a lot of affection towards the old man, who is something of a grandfather figure to him. He takes good care of him and makes sure that he has everything he needs, namely bait, heat, dinner in the evening and coffee in the morning. In spite of his youth, he seems to be quite mature and he is brave, down-to-earth and gentle towards his mentor.

			After Santiago’s adventure on the open sea, Manolin is very moved by his suffering. This inspires him to go against his parents’ wishes and go out fishing with him again. Although he genuinely wants to help the old man, he also decides to accompany him because Santiago will then be able to help him to perfect his fishing technique and because the two of them get along well.

			OTHER CHARACTERS

			There are only two main characters in the novel. The other characters are the owner of the Terrace, his waiter, some tourists and three men called Martin, Pedrico and Rogelio. Most of the characters are men, and the majority of them are fishermen. Women are only mentioned in passing: Santiago’s wife, who we are given to understand is dead, is mentioned, as are Manolin’s mother and a female tourist.

		


		
			ANALYSIS

			A VOICE FOR HIS GENERATION

			The Lost Generation

			The Old Man and the Sea, like the rest of Hemingway’s work and the writing of some of his contemporaries, including F. Scott Fitzgerald (American novelist, 1896-1940) and John Steinbeck (American novelist, 1902-1968), is marked by a profound sense of unease and instability. There is a reason for this: these authors belonged to the so-called “Lost Generation”, which came of age around the time of the First World War and experienced the devastation and despair engendered by the conflict first-hand. The literary movement they developed spanned the interwar period: it emerged in the wake of the First World War (1914-1918), which destroyed the social and moral values of the 19th century, and lasted until the Second World War (1939-1945), which was a constantly looming threat.

			Hemingway credited his fellow American writer Gertrude Stein (1874-1946) with coining the term “Lost Generation”, and he was so struck by it that he used it as an epigraph for his first novel The Sun Also Rises. It refers to the disillusionment that the members of this generation experienced as a direct result of the carnage of the war, which also caused them to start doubting the values of honour, patriotism and glory that they had previously accepted unquestioningly. What had been “lost” was the markers that these young people used to find their place in the world prior to the war.

			Many books of this period, and Hemingway’s works in particular, feature solitary characters for whom success proves elusive, despite their undeniable
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			LONELINESS

			
			
					he is an old man;

					he is a fisherman, but has not caught any big fish for months;

					Manolin, who used to accompany him, has been forced by his parents to join another boat.
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