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Preface
On September 15, 1906, Arthur MacArthur Jr. became the twelfth man in the history of the United States Army to be awarded the rank of Lieutenant General, the highest rank in the Army up to that time. This marked the culmination of MacArthur’s brilliant military career and included him in an elite group of such outstanding American military leaders as George Washington, Ulysses S. Grant, William Tecumseh Sherman, and Philip H. Sheridan, all of whom had previously had this honor bestowed upon them.1 
This promotion, by a special act of Congress, bespeaks of the importance of Arthur MacArthur as a figure in American history, but, invariably, when the name MacArthur is mentioned today, it is almost immediately associated with his son Douglas. However, Arthur MacArthur is equally deserving of recognition as a great military leader and, in many ways, one cannot fully appreciate the career of his more famous son without understanding the legacy left to him by his father. 
The military career of Arthur MacArthur began when he joined the 24th Wisconsin Infantry regiment and participated in several major battles of the Civil War. By the time he was nineteen, Arthur to become commander of his regiment, and he had attained the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. After the war, MacArthur joined the regular Army and served at various outposts on the western frontier, as well as in Washington, D.C. He proved himself to be an adept soldier. 
With the outbreak of the Spanish-American War, MacArthur rose to prominence. After the acquisition of the Philippine Islands from Spain at the conclusion of the war, MacArthur played a key role in suppressing the Philippine Insurrection. After ending the rebellion, he helped shape American policy in the Islands while serving as Military Governor from May 1900 until July 1901. MacArthur’s distinguished career came to an end as the United States entered a new era in which it became a world power. 
MacArthur stood apart from other political and military figures of the time, in that he demonstrated profound respect for the Filipino people. He treated their leader, Emilio Aguinaldo, with deference after his capture by American forces. He understood and appreciated the Filipino people’s natural desire for independence. He understood the growing importance of the Pacific to American policy. Unfortunately, the political leaders of his day did not appreciate MacArthur’s vision or share his perspectives.
Arthur MacArthur is truly a representative figure of his time. While MacArthur deserves to be remembered for his remarkable service to his country, the study of his life is also critical to a proper understanding of the life of his famous son Douglas. Many scholars who have studied Douglas MacArthur, including D. Clayton James, Carol Morris Petillo, and others, have recognized this.2 Douglas MacArthur himself recognized the profound influence his father had on his life. Douglas once remarked, “Of all men I have known, my father was the one I most respected and admired.”3 
This book is intended as a biographical sketch of the life of Arthur MacArthur, Jr., to introduce readers to this remarkable man who served his country with dignity and honor. It does not pretend to be a comprehensive biography, but it is my sincere hope that it will help shed light on this important figure in American history. I began research on this book as a student at the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay. After reading a book called Wisconsin in the Civil War, by Robert W. Wells of the Milwaukee Journal, I became fascinated by the story of Wisconsin’s “Boy Colonel.” I decided to begin researching his fascinating story in hopes of one day publishing a book to commemorate the life of this great American. Since that time, one notable biography, The General’s General: The Life and Times of Arthur MacArthur by Kenneth Ray Young, has appeared.4 It is a fine, well-researched, scholarly study that made a significant contribution. However, as over a quarter of a century has passed since its publication, there is still a need for different perspectives on the first General MacArthur. I hope that this book will make a small contribution to this end.
One issue I want to mention at the outset is the change in the spelling of the family name from McArthur to MacArthur shortly after the Civil War. The specific circumstances surrounding the spelling change are unknown, but I hope to shed some light on this matter. To avoid confusion, the spelling MacArthur will be used consistently throughout the text. I will discuss the issue of the spelling change in an appendix. 
Many people have helped me in different ways with this project and I would like to acknowledge them here: Dr. Craig Lockard, Dr. Jerrold Rodesch, Dr. Paul Abrahams and Dr. Joyce Salisbury of the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay; Dr. Carol Morris Petillo of Boston College; Mr. Thomas Reitz, Director of the Area Research Center at the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay. I am also indebted to the Wisconsin Historical Society, the Milwaukee County Historical Society, the National Archives, and the MacArthur Memorial in Norfolk, Virginia. Last but not least, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to my wife, Dana, for her love and support throughout the years.
A.K. Brackob

Chapter I
The MacArthur Family
“He made a very profound impression on me; he wakened in me the first spark of martial ardor that I ever had, and it has been burning more or less ever since.”5
— Arthur MacArthur Jr.
An old Scottish proverb says, “There is nothing older than the hills, unless MacArthur and the Devil.”6 The ancestry of the MacArthur family can be traced back to the Atairs of Scotland in the Middle Ages. The Atairs were the head branch of the powerful Campbell clan until the reign of James I of Scotland when their chief, John MacArthur, was beheaded at Inverness in 1427, and the King deprived the Atairs of their chieftainship and their territorial possessions. After the demise of the Atairs, a rival clan, the Argyles, became the Chiefs of the Campbell clan.7 The MacArthurs, however, continued to be a force in Scotland. 
Four relatives of Arthur MacArthur Sr. participated in the battle of Culloden on April 16, 1746, in which the Stuarts were defeated in their final attempt to regain the Scottish and English crowns.8 Two of the MacArthurs who participated in the battle were killed, and the other two escaped. One went to Australia, where the MacArthurs became a wealthy and prominent family.9
Arthur MacArthur Sr., the father of Arthur MacArthur Jr., was born in Glasgow, Scotland on January 26, 1817.10 Arthur MacArthur Sr. had been named for his father Arthur as the family tradition was to name the firstborn son Arthur. The name MacArthur literally means son of Arthur.11 Ten days before the birth of Arthur Sr., his father and one-year-old sister died12 probably as the result of some disease. This left Arthur Sr. as the only child of his widowed mother, Sarah. Sarah MacArthur’s maiden name had also been MacArthur, leading Arthur Sr., who took great pride in his Scottish heritage, later to proclaim proudly, “I am a double distilled MacArthur.”13
In 1824, Sarah MacArthur married Alexander Meggett in Glasgow. The promise of a better material future lured the couple, together with young Arthur, Sarah’s mother, her two sisters, and her brother to the United States in 1828. They first landed at New York and, shortly after, settled in Uxbridge, Massachusetts, perhaps attracted by the employment opportunities offered by the town’s vibrant textile manufacturing industry. They lived there for several years.14 
Despite having to adjust to life in a new country, Arthur Sr.’s boyhood appears to have been relatively secure and his relationship with his stepfather, about whom very little information is known, was apparently quite good. Speaking of Alexander Meggett, Arthur said, “To him, I am greatly indebted for many favors and assistance.”15 Arthur MacArthur became politically aware at an early age and developed strong opinions. Early in his life, he became a member of the Democratic Party. During these early years in the United States, Arthur also decided to become an attorney.16
Arthur MacArthur prepared for college by attending Uxbridge and Amherst academies.17 The MacArthurs had little money, and the family’s financial situation worsened when Mr. Meggett died.18 In any event, Arthur obtained his college education and professional training without the financial assistance of his family. 
Arthur entered Wesleyan University, a small Methodist college located in Middletown, Connecticut, in 1836. After spending a short time at Wesleyan, Arthur requested a leave of absence from the school, which he was granted.19 Financial considerations likely prompted his request. In any event, MacArthur’s plans to pursue a college education suddenly changed. In August 1837, Arthur MacArthur wrote a letter to Professor Augustus William Smith, who later became President of Wesleyan University, requesting that he be withdrawn from the University. MacArthur wrote from Norfolk, Virginia that “circumstances have occurred to alter my purpose of returning to Middletown and which require me to end my connection with your institution.”20
The following year, MacArthur moved to New York City, where he began to study law. Three years later, in 1841, he was admitted to the New York Bar Association. While studying law in New York City, MacArthur met a black-eyed Yankee girl from Springfield named Aurelia Belcher. After his admission to the Bar, Arthur was now ready to establish a family and the couple married. MacArthur practiced law in New York until February 1842 when Aurelia and her friends persuaded him to move his practice to Springfield, Massachusetts.21 
Aurelia Belcher was the daughter of Benjamin Barney Belcher and his wife, Olive. Benjamin Belcher was a manufacturer in Chicopee Falls, Massachusetts, a suburb of Springfield.22 Through Arthur MacArthur’s marriage to Aurelia Belcher, Douglas MacArthur would be related to both Winston Churchill and Franklin D. Roosevelt.23 While they were living in Chicopee Falls, on June 2, 1845, the first of two sons was born to Arthur and Aurelia MacArthur. Following the family tradition, he was named Arthur. 
During his life in Chicopee Falls, Arthur MacArthur Sr. was an active member of the community. He became the Public Administrator of Hampden County and also served as Judge Advocate General for the Western Military District of Massachusetts.24 Mrs. MacArthur remained at home to raise young Arthur.
During the late 1840s, the newly formed state of Wisconsin was a land of opportunity for ambitious young lawyers like Arthur MacArthur, so, in 1849, he closed his law practice in Springfield and moved his family and his practice to the rapidly growing city of Milwaukee on the shores of Lake Michigan. Milwaukee had a population of about 20,000 people in 1849, and by 1860, the city had grown to 71,440.25 In 1850, the MacArthurs were boarding on Osborn Street, in Milwaukee’s first ward, amidst the small but well-organized Scottish population estimated to be 339 at that time.26 Arthur MacArthur quickly became successful in his law practice. 
The Scottish community in Milwaukee had played an active role in local society since the first Scotch Relief Meeting was held on March 22, 1847. That meeting had been organized by Alexander Mitchell, a Scotsman and leading businessman and financier in Wisconsin, to raise money to assist the victims suffering from the famine in the Scottish highlands during 1846 and 1847.27 Milwaukee’s Scottish community was not isolated in the way the German community, which made up the largest segment of Milwaukee’s population, tended to be. The Scottish community was quite small, representing less than two percent of the total population, and its leaders were well-integrated into the larger Milwaukee society. For most Scotsmen, ethnic considerations were an embellishment to their daily activities and nothing more.28 
An outgoing and gregarious personality, Arthur MacArthur Sr. quickly became a prominent member of the Scottish community and Milwaukee society as a whole. In 1850, MacArthur was selected to deliver an address on the fourth anniversary of the Right Worthy Grand Lodge of Wisconsin, a professional organization.29 The fact that MacArthur was chosen to deliver this address is an indication of the prominence he had gained after only one year in the city. Certainly, the rapid growth experienced by Milwaukee at that time allowed for a great deal of social mobility which benefitted MacArthur. 
On January 21, 1851, an invitation was issued and published in the Milwaukee Sentinel, calling on all Scotsmen to attend a dinner commemorating the birth of Scottish poet Robert Burns. The event served as an occasion to organize the Scottish community in the city, something that would prove beneficial to MacArthur as he began to establish himself in his new hometown. The dinner took place on January 24 at the home of Ben Belden on Spring Street. Approximately fifty people attended the banquet presided over by Arthur MacArthur, Sr. This was the first of the annual Burns dinners that became a fixture in Milwaukee society.30 
Along with his rise to prominence in Milwaukee social circles, Arthur Sr.’s political ambitions awakened. Later that same year, MacArthur was elected City Attorney of Milwaukee. His election to this post is not surprising given that he had always displayed an interest in political affairs and had held governmental posts when he resided in Chicopee Falls, where he served as a public administrator for Hampden County. His election reflects the prominence that Arthur MacArthur had attained in Milwaukee society after less than two years in the city. It is also evidence of the integration of Scotsmen into the Milwaukee community generally during this time. 
On September 20, 1853, a second son was born to Arthur and Aurelia MacArthur. They named the boy Frank.31 The age difference of eight years and later circumstances prohibited a close relationship from developing between Arthur Jr. and his younger brother.
Successful in his role as City Attorney, and blessed with an outgoing and charming personality, Arthur MacArthur Sr. continued his rise to prominence. By 1855, he had earned a statewide reputation. Arthur had been active in Democratic Party politics for most of his adult life and, at the nominating convention, the delegates selected him as the party’s candidate for Lieutenant Governor that year. 
The Democrats faced a difficult election in 1855. They re-nominated incumbent Governor William A. Barstow, whose administration had been plagued by scandal.32 Having established a reputation for integrity, the Democrats had selected MacArthur in an effort to revitalize the Democratic ticket. The incumbent Democrats faced a stiff challenge from the newly formed Republican Party that had nominated Coles Bashford as its candidate for Governor. 
The election took place on November 6, 1855. The vote tallies revealed a close battle in the Governor’s race. The results of the county by county canvass indicated that Bashford had received 35,872 votes to Barstow’s 35,523, giving the Republican candidate a margin of victory of 349 votes.33 MacArthur won election as Lieutenant Governor by a wide margin, running well ahead of the rest of the Democratic ticket. The ease of MacArthur’s election demonstrates the validity of the Democrats’ reasoning that he could draw support to the ailing Barstow administration. 
On December 17, 1855, the State Board of Canvass, which was responsible for certifying the final results, came out with revised figures that indicated that Barstow had received 36,355 votes to 36,198 votes for Bashford. These revised figures made Bashford the winner of the gubernatorial election by 157 votes.34 This created a great deal of controversy, with Republicans charging that there had been fraud in the election.
Governor Barstow called out the militia to keep order as he and MacArthur were inaugurated on January 7, 1856. On that same day, the Supreme Court of the State of Wisconsin announced that it would examine charges of voting fraud leveled by Bashford and the Republicans against Barstow.35 Over the next several months, tensions grew in Madison, the State Capitol. Ironically, one of the leading state Democrats, Attorney Edward Ryan, represented the Republicans before the Supreme Court. During the deliberations, it was discovered that unanimous votes for Barstow were reported from two fictional townships in Chippewa County, Bridge Creek and Spring Grove.36 When this became public, Barstow, acting on the advice of counsel, resigned as Governor. 
In accordance with the State Constitution, Arthur MacArthur, Sr. succeeded Barstow as Governor on March 21, 1856.37 MacArthur served as Governor for four days until the Supreme Court certified Bashford as the legitimate winner of the election.38 During his short tenure as Governor, MacArthur grappled with the difficult decision of whether to accept the Court’s jurisdiction in this matter or to attempt to hold the office of Governor. MacArthur was encouraged by many supporters and Democratic Party officials to keep the office on the basis that his own election had been legitimate, as had been his succession to the Governor’s office. They further argued that the Court did not have jurisdiction in the case and the results certified by the State Board of Canvass were final. It was also pointed out that MacArthur would have the militia to back him up should he chose to retain the office.39
MacArthur weighed his options carefully before being visited by Bashford and Attorney Edward Ryan at the State Capitol. Although he believed that the election was a political rather than a judicial matter, Bashford’s allusion to the potential use of force concerned him. So when the Governor-elect arrived, MacArthur greeted Bashford and informed him of his decision, “I yield to a constructive force — the Supreme Court. Best Wishes.”40 MacArthur thus relinquished the office of Governor to Bashford and resumed his duties as Lieutenant Governor.41 MacArthur received criticism from some Democrats for his decision,42 but it appears to have had very little negative impact on his political career. MacArthur’s legal training and respect for the judicial system certainly informed his decision to yield to the office of Governor. 
As a Democratic Lieutenant Governor serving in a Republican administration, MacArthur had a minimal role outside of performing his constitutionally specified duty of presiding over the Senate when it was in session. This allowed him to continue to devote time to his law practice in Milwaukee where he continued to reside. MacArthur’s disassociation from the Bashford administration proved to be politically beneficial. Bashford’s administration would be even more scandal-ridden than the administration of his predecessor, Barstow.43 
Arthur MacArthur remained unaffected by both the election scandal that had forced the resignation of Governor Barstow and the scandals of the Bashford administration. While still serving as Lieutenant Governor in 1857, he was elected Judge of the Circuit Court of Wisconsin’s second judicial district, which included Milwaukee.44 This position was better suited to MacArthur’s legal interests, and, after two very difficult years, he gladly left State government at the end of his term. 
As a Judge, MacArthur was described as “a well-informed, genial, kindly gentleman and an excellent judge when he applied himself to his task. It was said of him that he did not think it well to work too hard. He was a Scotchman of the deepest dye and presided at all Scotch banquets with great efficiency, at which he took delight and a little Scotch whisky. Once, it was said of him that he should be elected perpetual president of festive occasions.”45 This is perhaps part of the reason for Mac-Arthur’s success as a politician. He did not take himself or his work too seriously, and although he certainly enjoyed social functions, he was highly intelligent and diligent in his work. 
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His good nature and outgoing personality made MacArthur a very popular man. MacArthur’s jovial nature is further revealed in a letter he wrote to his friend Charles D. Robinson, editor of the Green Bay Advocate: “So look at the bench, where injustice I clench. But when things are done, let us have lots of fun. Right here in Milwaukee, without being naughty, and so without water, I’m Arthur MacArthur.”46
MacArthur’s continued his involvement in Milwaukee’s Scottish community and took great pleasure in social affairs. On the centennial of the birth of the Scottish poet Robert Burns on January 25, 1859, the St. Andrew’s Society was formed at the annual Burn’s dinner.47 The St. Andrew’s Society was created to combine the charitable and social functions of the Scottish community. The motto, “Relieve the distressed” was adopted at the banquet attended by approximately sixty people. The officers elected at this meeting included Alexander Mitchell as President and Arthur MacArthur as first Vice-President.48 As was customary, MacArthur presided at the banquet and delivered one of the speeches.49 Arthur MacArthur remained active in the St. Andrew’s Society throughout his life in Milwaukee and served as its President from 1860 to 1862 and again from 1863 to 1866.50 The purpose of the St. Andrew’s Society would later be defined as “to keep alive the memory of Scotland, her manners and customs, literature and games, and to afford relief to her children and descendants when in need.”51 
Arthur MacArthur, Jr. grew up in the midst of his father’s activities. Occupied most of the time with his political and social functions, Judge MacArthur had little time to spend raising the boy. Mrs. MacArthur was occupied bringing up her younger son Frank. This left young Arthur to grow up in the company afforded by the neighborhood.52 Early in the 1850s, the MacArthurs had taken up residence at 448 (now 762 N.) Van Buren Street,53 located in the seventh ward on Milwaukee’s east side. There was a great deal of rivalry at this time between the boys of the seventh ward and their fellow east siders from the first and third wards, often resulting in fights between these groups.54
The next door neighbors of the MacArthurs were the Kings, who resided at the corner of Mason and Van Buren streets. Rufus King, the editor of the Milwaukee Sentinel, was a prominent figure in Milwaukee society. His grandfather of the same name was a
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