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        Women’s Spencers Collage.

      

      Spencers were short jackets worn for warmth over the high-waisted Empire style gowns that were popular after the French Revolution, where there was a shift away from opulence and decadence to simpler fashion.  The dresses in the early 1800s therefore became looser, lighter, and flowing.

      The problem was that women became cold due to their very low cut and short bodices. The solution? Short fitted jackets that went easily over the dresses and provided extra modesty and some warmth. As Europe and many other parts of the world were deep in wars  in the late 1700s and early 1800s, men in uniform were to found everywhere.

      In support of these military men, fashions leaned towards military style shoulder paddings, shoulder embellishments, loops, buttons, and braids.
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        1815 ca. Pink Silk Spencer. Via ChertseyMuseum.org

      

      This gorgeous pink Spencer, or jacket, has a front opening, a turned down collar, an applied decoration of pink satin rouleaux loops with five rouleaux strips at the wrist,  and two rows at the lower edge. The collar is piped in silk with three layers of leaf decoration on the epaulettes over long straight sleeves.

      So, as with the coats or pelisses or redingotes of these years, spencers trended towards all things military. This was also a chance to embellish and enliven the sameness of the early 1800s and the Regency Era clothing.

      Plain and simple dresses could still be worn, yet ladies could show their fashion sense by wearing a Spencer or a pelisse that stood out in the crowd. They stopped under the bust and above the natural waistline and were generally closely fitted to a woman’s torso.
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        1817 Typical Regency Era Lady’s Walking Costume.

      

      This typical daily outfit for a Regency Lady consisted of a tan-brown Spencer worn over an Empire style white dress with a wide ruffled and decorated hem and the Spencer is matched with the decorated brown bonnet. To complete the outfit are the essential gloves, a fur muff for keeping her hands warm, and shoes or boots peeping out from under the hem.  Little wonder that high class ladies needed the help of maids and many hours of preparation to be outfitted. And these full outfits were changed several times during the space of one day.

      By adding braiding, extra sleeves i.e. short puffed sleeves over a long straight sleeve, plaits and frills, a Spencer could be trimmed to match a hat, a reticule or purse, and even an outer layer coat.
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        1807-1810 ca. Dress and Spencer, English. via  suzilove.com Victoria and Albert Museum, London, UK. collections.vam.ac.uk.

      

      This silk taffeta Spencer was made to coordinate with the Empire style high-waisted dress worn underneath and can only be seen as a separate article of clothing by row of  chenille pompoms under the bust and to highlight the front bodice opening.

      Mix and matching and layering are definitely not modern inventions for fashions. Fashionable ladies throughout history have added accessories to their basic dresses to make them look adorable and enviable.

      Earlier spencers were made of simple cottons or linen, then replaced by simple silks.

      
        
          [image: 1810 ca. Cotton Spencer Of Multi Colors, with green silk trim and a  fringe border, German. Via German National Museum.]
        

        1810 ca. Cotton Spencer Of Multi Colors, with green silk trim and a  fringe border, German. Via German National Museum.

      

      But by the 1820s, when the fashion for gold and silver and other luxuriant fabrics and colors was at its height, many spencers were made from more expensive silks and satins and embroidery was added, either hand embroidered or by machine.
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        Early 1800s Spencers in Fashion.
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      Late 1700s, or 18th Century, Spencers.
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        18th Century Spencer.
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        1787 White Dress, Red Spencer, French. Via Magasin des Modes Nouvelles, French.
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        1791 Yellow riding dress with a green Spencer, a whip, and a red hat.Fashion Plate via  suzilove.com and Journal des Dames et des Modes, or Costume Parisien.
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        1798  White dress under a pretty pink Spencer with gorgeous Herringbone stitch decoration. Fashion Plate via  suzilove.com and Journal des Dames et des Modes, or Costume Parisien.
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        1799  White dress, blue Spencer, French. Lady on a  frozen lake wearing fashionable dress near men wearing ice skates. Fashion Plate via  suzilove.com and Journal des Dames et des Modes, or Costume Parisien.
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        1799 June  White dress, purple Spencer to match the purple bonnet, and a pink fan. Via Journal des Luxus und der Moden
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        1799 April  White dress, French, with a light brown Spencer with military style decorations at the wrists and the tight back bodice. Fashion Plate via  suzilove.com and Journal des Dames et des Modes, or Costume Parisien.
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      Early 1800s Spencers.
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        1800s Typical Regency Couple Out Walking.

      

      The lady here wears a brown Spencer that looks a lot in shape like the cutaway coat worn by the gentleman.  This is another example of how women’s fashions often followed those of the men.

      Spencers are shaped like a man’s fitted coat, though cut off at the bodice. A pelisse, or walking dress, or Redingote most likely started from a military man’s pelisse which covered his shoulders and uniform. This is covered in Book 5 in the History Notes Series, Pelisse, Walking Dress, or Redingote.
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        Early 19th Century gold Silk Spencer.via suzilove.com and Christie’s Auction Rooms.  christies.com
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        1800 A brown silk Spencer, which is also called a jerkin in Spain. Via Digital Network of Collections of Museums of Spain.  ceres.mcu.es
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        1800-1830 ca. Dark Brown Silk Embroidered Spencer, American Or European.  via suzilove.com and Metropolitan Museum New York City, U.S.A.  metmuseum.org
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        1800 ca. Brown Spencer with green tartan trim. Collection.skd.museum
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        1800s Early Burgundy Cotton Spencer with a scooped neckline and a frilled collar. collection.skd.museum
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        1800 January Morning Dresses, English. One with a Grey Spencer and One with a small red shoulder shawl.Via Lady’s Monthly Museum, England.
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        1800 Lady in a white at-home dress, green Spencer, and a pink turban sketching on a large pad. Fashion Plate via  suzilove.com and Journal des Dames et des Modes, or Costume Parisien.
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        1803 August Fashionable Promenade Dresses, British. One wears a bright blue Spencer and Gold Hat.  Via Fashions Of London and Paris.
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        1804 Lime green Spencer and matching Duchess Of Angouleme bonnet, English. Invented and to be purchased only from Mr. Bell, London. (La Belle Assemblee)
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      1804-1814 ca. Brown Silk Spencer, American Or European. via suzilove.com and Metropolitan Museum New York City, U.S.A.
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        1804-1814 ca. Brown Silk Spencer, American Or European. via suzilove.com and Metropolitan Museum New York City, U.S.A.
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      1804-1814 ca. Cream Spencer with Tassels, British.   via suzilove.com and Metropolitan Museum New York City, U.S.A.  metmuseum.org
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