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    Characters


    MARY WHITEHOUSE


    DAVID, a young documentary film-maker


    JACOB, a student


    RICHARD, a youth counsellor


    HENRY, a friend of Young Mary


    ADAM, a vicar


    JOSEPH, a nurse in a care home


    CECILIA, mother of Maria, a lesbian student at Oxford


    JOHN SMYTH, barrister and Christian conservative


    DENIS LEMON, editor of Gay News


    GEOFFREY ROBERTSON, barrister and human rights lawyer


    BEATRICE HUTCHESON, Mary’s mother


    MARGARET THATCHER JILL TWEEDIE, a feminist journalist from the Guardian


    A ROMAN CENTURION


    ANONYMOUS PHONE CALLERS


    PROTESTERS


    FOREMAN


    COURT CLERK


    JUDGE


    SOFT-SPOKEN BRISTOLIAN WOMAN


    CONFIDENT YOUNG WELSHMAN


    ELDERLY WOMAN FROM THE EAST END


    YOUNG YORKSHIRE MAN WITH SLIGHT LISP


    OLD IRISH MAN


    TV CONTINUITY ANNOUNCER


    ERNEST WHITEHOUSE


    NURSE


    JESUS


    Actor One plays Mary Whitehouse (including Young Mary).

    Actor Two plays everyone else.

  

  
    
      
    


    


    The scenes are numbered (in twenty-eight sections) to make it clearer to read, but each scene overlaps/flows into the next.


    Note on Play


    This play is a work of fiction inspired by real events. Some characters and scenes have been imagined, or conflated from various sources including diaries, court records and interviews.


    This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.

  

  
    
      
    


    


    
      1


      The curtains are closed.


      As the house lights are going down, MARY WHITEHOUSE peeks through the curtains at the audience.


      MARY. If I stay in here with the curtains drawn for an hour, eventually they’ll get bored and go away.


      It’s what they want, of course. To shame me into isolation.


      Matthew Fifteen, do not light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand… that they may see your good works. Yes.


      I’m getting dressed.


      Colour, as much as possible.


      If they’re expecting some dowdy busybody, they’ve got another thing coming.


      It’s a glorious summer’s day.


      I am coming out.


      MARY opens the curtains, glorious, triumphant.


      We are in Mary’s garden.

      August 1977.

      Summerhouse, lawn chairs, tea trolley, garden hose, flowers, etc. A folding table with a telephone, a Bible, a notebook, piles of letters and binoculars.


      Cass Elliot’s ‘Make Your Own Kind of Music’ plays on the radio.


      Ernest, switch it off.


      Music stops.


      PROTESTERS. Buggery is beautiful! Buggery is beautiful! Buggery is beautiful!


      MARY (to the audience). There used to be nothing odd about us.


      Do you remember?


      We all seemed to have one child after another.


      They all used to play in the garden


      with the sand and the water.


      We were all of the same mind.


      Now our house is surrounded by gays.


      It’s usually very quiet here, with our chickens, geese and fantail pigeons on the fringe of Constable Country, surrounded by our meadow. That makes me sound very grand. I should say, surrounded by this rough-looking acre of land I euphemistically call our meadow…


      and they’re just on the other side


      past the greenhouse


      in a great big line


      staring at me


      with their megaphones and placards,


      wishing me dead.


      I wish them well.


      (Looking through binoculars.) ‘Mary Whitehouse Kills.’ Kills who? Who have I killed?


      Phone rings.


      Hello, Ardleigh two-one-four-five, this is Mrs Mary Whitehouse speaking.


      ANONYMOUS CALLER 1. This is just to let you know, your assassination is still on.


      MARY. I beg your pardon?


      ANONYMOUS CALLER 1. If the appeal is won, we’re still going to get you.


      They hang up.


      MARY. Hello?


      She puts the phone down.


      Death threats. Against a sixty-seven-year-old woman. And they call me hateful?


      (Referring to a pile of letters.) I also get charming letters.


      (Unfolding one.) Me with a meat cleaver in my back.


      Courtesy of ‘the oppressed minority’.


      (Looking through binoculars.)


      Bearded man in tiny waistcoat with no shirt underneath.


      Long-haired waif in tight white T-shirt.


      Almost-bald woman in leather jacket.


      Denim man with his arms crossed.


      Mad-hatter type with a sign saying ‘Sissies Unite’.


      There’s no neighbours over there, it’s a public footpath but it’s very secluded.


      This protest is all for my benefit.


      An ordinary Christian who collects pebbles for a hobby.


      I’ve got tottering piles scattered all round the house,


      don’t ask why, it’s probably


      the most interesting thing about me


      and


      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      2


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      3


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      4


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      5


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      6


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      7


      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      8


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      9


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      10


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      11


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      12


      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      13


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      14


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      15


      

      

      

      
    

    
      16


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      17


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      18


      

      

      
    

    
      19


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      20


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      21


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      22


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      23


      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      24


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      25


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      26


      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      27


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      28


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    
  

  
    
      
    


    A Nick Hern Book


    The Last Stand of Mrs. Mary Whitehouse first published in Great Britain in 2025 as a paperback original by Nick Hern Books Limited, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP


    The Last Stand of Mrs. Mary Whitehouse copyright © 2025 Caroline Bird


    Caroline Bird has asserted her right to be identified as the author of this work


    Front cover: photograph of Maxine Peake by Craig Fleming; photograph of Mary Whitehouse by Patrick McGuiness/Shutterstock; design by Feast Creative


    ISBN 978 1 83904 491 5 (print edition)

    ISBN 978 1 78850 914 5 (ebook edition)


    CAUTION   This ebook is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred, distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable copyright law. Any unauthorised distribution or use of this text may be a direct infringement of the author’s and publisher’s rights, and those responsible may be liable in law accordingly. This ebook may not be used, in whole or in part, for the development or training of artificial intelligence technologies or systems


    Amateur Performing Rights   Applications for performance, including readings and excerpts, by amateurs in the English language throughout the world should be addressed to the Performing Rights Manager, Nick Hern Books, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP, tel +44 (0)20 8749 4953, email rights@nickhernbooks.co.uk, except as follows:


    Australia: ORiGiN Theatrical, email enquiries@originmusic.com.au, web www.origintheatrical.com.au


    New Zealand: Play Bureau, 20 Rua Street, Mangapapa, Gisborne, 4010, tel +64 21 258 3998, email info@playbureau.com


    United States of America and Canada: The Agency (London) Ltd, see details below


    Professional Performing Rights   Applications for performance by professionals in any medium and in any language throughout the world (and amateur and stock performances in the United States of America and Canada) should be addressed to The Agency (London) Ltd, 24 Pottery Lane, Holland Park, London W11 4LZ, fax +44 (0)20 7727 9037, email info@theagency.co.uk


    No performance of any kind may be given unless a licence has been obtained. Applications should be made before rehearsals begin. Publication of this play does not necessarily indicate its availability for amateur performance.
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