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				Archie, Jughead, Betty, and Veronica are some of the strongest, most dynamic characters in comics. No matter what challenges these characters encounter, no matter the style of storytelling, the core of these characters is solid and, as we continue to discover, remarkably able to handle everything we throw at them. For most of Archie’s career (since 1941, actually) he and his pals ‘n’ gals have been the center of entertaining stories of high school hijinks. However, in the past few years, we’ve been testing just how much Archie can handle (you may have noticed the headlines). There’s been Archie marrying Veronica and Archie marrying Betty in Life with Archie, Archie‘s died (also in Life with Archie), he fought the zombie apocalypse in Afterlife with Archie, been a superhero, a super spy, a time traveler, leader of a rock band, fought werewolves, teamed up with many celebrities, got a fresh new reboot with modern stories and, of course, stars in the major hit TV series Riverdale.

				So what’s next? What hasn’t been done? We needed to do something new, something different. In all the years of Archie, we always had him reflect the times, usually the best of times. But let’s face it—we created Archie in 1941, the world was at war, America was about to be attacked at Pearl Harbor and enter World War II. The kids who were reading those funny books back then needed an escape, because they or their loved ones were about to enter the toughest situation the world had ever seen. If Archie was actually a real teenager in 1941, what would happen? What would be next? What would he do?

				That’s exactly what this series tackled. Instead of Archie reflecting the escape, this time he’s put smack dab in the middle of the real world in 1941. And we plan on doing even more of these “New Beginning” stories that play with historical fiction. Next, we’ll see Archie set against the birth of Rock ‘n’ Roll in the ‘50s, the cultural upheaval of the ‘60s, and beyond.

				 

				However, let’s start at the beginning… 1941. 
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