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In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

All praise is due to Allah; we praise Him, seek His help, and ask for His forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah from the evils of our own selves and from the bad deeds of our actions. Whomsoever Allah guides, none can lead astray, and whomever He leaves to stray, none can guide. I bear witness that there is no god but Allah, alone with no partner, and I bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger. May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him, his family, and all his companions in abundance.

Praise be to Allah, who creates as He wills and chooses, and may the most complete peace and blessings be upon His chosen Messenger, Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), as well as upon his family and his noble and righteous Companions!

Indeed, Allah sent His Messenger with the guidance and the religion of truth, revealed to him the most honored of His Books, and selected for him the best individuals of his community as Companions. These Companions served the religion of Allah in the best way, supporting their Prophet and making every effort with him to defend the faith. They remained steadfast on this path until Allah took the soul of the Messenger, while He was pleased with them. After his departure, they intensified their efforts to spread the religion of Allah until the day they left this world in the best state and towards the finest destination.

'Abd Allah Ibn Mas'ud (Allah be pleased with him) said: "Allah knows the hearts of His servants, and He chose Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), sent him with His Message, and selected him by His knowledge. Then, He looked at the hearts of the rest of the people and chose for him Companions whom He made defenders of His religion and ministers of His Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)."

Our Duty Towards the Noble Companions. 

It is a great duty and a significant matter that deserves our utmost attention and care.

Let the noble reader know that our duty towards the Companions is part of our duty towards our religion, Islam—the religion Allah has chosen for His servants and accepts no other religion from them, as Allah, the Exalted, says:

––––––––
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“INDEED, THE RELIGION in the sight of Allah is Islam.”

[Surah Aal-Imran: 19]

And as Allah, the Exalted, also says:

––––––––
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“AND WHOEVER SEEKS A religion other than Islam, it will never be accepted of him, and in the Hereafter, he will be among the losers.”

[Surah Aal-Imran: 85]

And as Allah, the Almighty, says:

––––––––
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“TODAY I HAVE PERFECTED for you your religion, and completed My favor upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion.”

[Surah Al-Ma'idah: 3]

This upright religion, the straight path of Allah, was delivered by a trustworthy, wise, and noble messenger—none other than Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). He conveyed this religion with the most complete and perfect delivery, and fulfilled the commands of his Lord, the Exalted, in the most complete and excellent manner. Allah said to him:

––––––––
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"O MESSENGER, CONVEY what has been revealed to you from your Lord."  

[Surah Al-Ma'idah: 67]

Thus, he delivered the message, fulfilled the trust, advised the nation, and strove in the way of Allah as it deserved, until certainty (death) came to him. He left no good without guiding the nation towards it, and no evil without warning them against it. Allah, the Exalted, reminded His servants of this great favor when He said:

––––––––
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"HE IS THE ONE WHO HAS sent among the unlettered a Messenger from themselves, reciting to them His verses, purifying them, and teaching them the Book and wisdom, although they were before in clear error."  

[Surah Al-Jumu'ah: 2]

Our Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) conveyed the religion of Allah completely and perfectly. He advised the nation with utmost sincerity, clarified the right path for them, and made the way clear. May Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him.

Allah, the Exalted, chose for this noble Messenger honorable companions, righteous supporters, and trustworthy leaders. They supported, defended, and strengthened him, and they upheld the religion of Allah, the Exalted. They were the best companions to walk the earth with the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). They were righteous companions, noble brothers, and strong allies. They upheld the religion of Allah and supported it, making them the best helpers in spreading and defending it.

How blessed and honored they are! How high is their status! How magnificent is the effort they put forth in supporting the religion of Allah! Allah chose these companions for His Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) with knowledge and wisdom. He selected the best and most just for him. By the testimony of the Lord of the Worlds and the testimony of the noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), they were the best of people after the Prophets. As Allah, the Exalted, says:

––––––––
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"YOU ARE THE BEST NATION produced for mankind."  

[Surah Aal-Imran: 110]

And the first ones to be included in this praise are the companions of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), who are foremost in deserving this praise.

It is recorded in both Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said:

""  

"The best of people are my generation, then those who come after them, then those who come after them."

This hadith is a testament to the excellence of the companions, a testimony given by the Lord of the Worlds and confirmed by His noble Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). They were truly the best, just, trustworthy, and reliable leaders and guides. May Allah be pleased with them and grant them His satisfaction.

For this reason, we must understand that discussing the companions and our duty towards them is part of our religion, part of the Islamic creed, and part of the faith that Allah, the Exalted, has commanded us to observe. If you examine the books of creed written by the early and later scholars of the Salaf (righteous predecessors), you will not find a single book that does not explain the creed regarding the companions.

The question that arises is:  

Why is our duty towards the companions part of our duty towards our religion?

The companions were the carriers and transmitters of this religion to the nation. Allah honored and blessed them with the privilege of hearing His religion directly from the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). He honored them with the opportunity to see the blessed face of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), to witness him, and to hear his sayings without any intermediary. They saw him, heard his words, memorized them, and conveyed them to the Muslim nation.

Can we find any of the Prophet's (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) sayings or actions that reached us without the companions? When you open the books of Sunnah—whether it is Sahih al-Bukhari, Sahih Muslim, the Sunan collections, Musnad collections, or other hadith compilations—you will find that the chain of narration always begins with the author stating: "So-and-so narrated from so-and-so, who narrated from so-and-so," until it reaches the companion, and the companion narrates from the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). Therefore, every authentic hadith that has been confirmed and transmitted to us from the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) comes to us through the noble companions.

The Integrity of the Companions:

The Companions (may Allah be pleased with them) were all of impeccable integrity. Allah, the Almighty, affirmed their uprightness in His Book, and the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) attested to their reliability. Thus, it became the practice of the scholars of the Salaf and the scholars of the Sunnah to examine the narrators of hadith, scrutinizing their integrity and whether they were trustworthy or weak. They would investigate the condition of every narrator in the chain of transmission: whether they were trustworthy, whether they possessed integrity, or whether they lacked it. However, when the chain of narration reaches a Companion, they do not question their integrity because all the Companions are deemed just and trustworthy.

If you look into the books of 'Ilal (books that identify hidden defects in hadith) and the books of narrators, starting from the time of the Tabi'in and those who followed them, you will find that scholars would describe every narrator, saying, “So-and-so is trustworthy, so-and-so is reliable, so-and-so is a memorizer, so-and-so is weak, and so on.” But no one would speak about the integrity or reliability of the Companions. No one asks whether the Companions were just or not, or whether they were trustworthy or not. 

The reason for this is that they were all declared just by the Lord of the Worlds, and by His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). This is confirmed in numerous verses from the Qur'an and in many hadiths from the noble Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).

The Companions as Transmitters of the Religion:

The Companions were the ones who transmitted this religion. They heard it directly from the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), preserved it as they heard it, and conveyed it to the nation with complete trust and integrity. Each one of them would say, "This is what we heard from the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and here we are conveying it to you in its complete and perfect form, just as we heard it."

These were the Companions who were blessed with the great fortune of receiving the supplication of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) when he said: 

""  

"May Allah brighten the face of a person who hears a hadith from us, memorizes it, and conveys it to others."【1】

Do you know of anyone else in this ummah who was more deserving of this tremendous supplication than the Companions (may Allah be pleased with them)? They preserved the religion and the hadiths of the noble Prophet (peace and blessings of
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