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Chapter 1 

Ashton

"My Queen, you called" I walked into Petra's chambers as she requested without a choice but to follow her request and see her at her chambers, only to find her, the Coven Queen, in a bathtub, luxuriating in bubbles, Petra was notorious for being wicked and corrupt so much so that Ork City trembled under her reign of tyranny, I was terrifying to witness the suffering and loss of power and lives that her subjects experienced for going against her perceived sense of right and wrong, Astonishingly, Petra seemed unbothered by the terror she inspired in her subjects, she rose from her throne with no hint of guilt."Where have you been, Ashton" you have been gone for weeks, and I couldn't reach you!" she sounded genuinely concerned; she cared for no one unless it served her interests, and my sudden disappearance made her nervous."I asked for a leave of absence from you, which you granted before I left," I replied, meeting her angry gaze without flinching; Petra had the entire coven wrapped up and under her control; nothing escaped her watchful eyes; It's why I'd arranged to meet Adam in Yorkshire instead of Ork. I knew this might happen, so after our meeting, I spelled my mind, erasing all evidence of where I'd been for the last week, including what we'd discussed; "How long has it been since you last saw Mildred, Ashton?" Petra asked while running a comb through her hair nonchalantly; She had a way of pushing my buttons, and I was seething with fury; "Twelve years, that's how long. 

"Anything else you want to ask, my Queen ?" I replied, staring her down in the challenge, I sacrificed my love as she demanded to save the love of my life, " I see you still desire her!" Petra said mockingly, placing the comb on the dresser and walking toward me; Everything about her made me sick; power had corrupted her to the core; Now Petra had lost all sense of reasoning; "She is no longer in this coven, yet your heart beats for her, Ashton; When will you accept my affection; I could give you everything you desire as well." Her hands touched mine convincingly.

"She will be my first and only, Petra; I had to give her up because you forced me to, but it doesn't mean you are her replacement," I replied, trying to pull away; But before I could move, Petra lifted me off the ground with her power and choked me; The truth always hurt her, and she didn't want to hear it; "I should have killed her instead." She angrily replied; Anyway, it's not too late," she laughed while I gasped for breath; " Petra, that wasn't the deal; She wasn't supposed to be harm I was supposed to stay beside you and your throne!" I managed to say, struggling to breathe."Well, guess what, Ashton; Things have changed; I want more; I want you not just as my advisor but as my husband; " Petra said, looking determined as she waved her hands and released the spell she had on me; I fell to the ground, uninjured; I remembered how we'd gotten to this point; Fifteen years ago, Petra had ascended, meaning she'd been gifted with power by our blessed mother to rule the coven and be a good leader; There was only one family rightfully meant to be queen; But the entire has been extinct the responsibility fell on the other higher families; We weren't surprised when she ascended. As a warlock, I was training others to follow my path. Mildred was by my side, and everything seemed perfect until Petra called me to her chambers for a meeting. I thought it was a casual meeting, but I was mistaken. I woke up in her bed the following day, and that was how I lost everything. Petra gave me an ultimatum, leave Mildred instead; she would expose me to the entire coven and ruin my reputation. I refused, but Petra got more evil and went after Mildred's reputation. Mildred left Ork and never practiced magic again. After Mildred left, Petra quickly arranged for us to be united. I refused to be married to her instead; since then, she has been making my life a living nightmare. She screamed, "Get out, Ashton!" With hesitation, I walked towards the door, opening it hastily to leave. But her voice pierced my ears one last time as she shouted, "Ashton! I would not make
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