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        John Wilkes Booth (Credit: Library of Congress)

      

      Saturday, April 15, 1865

      Dr. Samuel A. Mudd opened his front door to the loud knocking at 4 a.m., and saw John Wilkes Booth, a man he had met a couple of times before. Booth had stayed overnight at Dr. Mudd’s farm house the previous fall while visiting Southern Maryland, and the two men had met a second time a month later in Washington, D.C.

      Booth told Dr. Mudd that he and a companion were on their way to Washington, D.C. when his horse fell and broke Booth’s leg. Booth’s companion, David Herold, was a stranger to Dr. Mudd.

      Dr. Mudd had no way of knowing that Booth had shot President Abraham Lincoln the previous evening in Washington, D.C., and was now racing down through the Maryland countryside hoping to cross the Potomac River into  Virginia before the Union Army could catch him.

      Dr. Mudd helped Booth up the stairs to the guest bedroom on the second floor, cut the boot off his left leg, and found a broken bone about two inches above the ankle. He fashioned a splint for the leg, told Booth to rest, and went back to bed himself.

      President Lincoln died in Washington three hours later.

      When Dr. Mudd visited nearby Bryantown later that day, the town was full of soldiers who said that Lincoln had been assassinated, and that Booth was the assassin. Without telling the soldiers that Booth was at his farm, he returned home to find Booth and Herold leaving, anxious to avoid capture.

      When those hunting Booth tracked him to the Mudd farm a few days later, Dr. Mudd told them he didn’t know who the man with the broken leg was. It was this decision to mislead the authorities that led to Dr. Mudd’s arrest, trial, conviction, and imprisonment. The government’s reward poster for Booth and his co-conspirators said:

      
        
        All persons harboring or secreting the said persons, or either of them, or aiding or assisting their concealment or escape, will be treated as accomplices in the murder of the president and the attempted assassination of the Secretary of State, and shall be subject to trial before a Military Commission and the punishment of DEATH.

      

      

      Dr. Mudd escaped the death penalty, but was sentenced to life imprisonment. After the trial, one of the military judges wrote:

      
        
        Dr. Mudd attracted much interest and his guilt as an active conspirator was not clearly made out. His main guilt was the fact that he failed to deliver them, that is, Booth and Herold, to their pursuers.

      

      

      Dr. Mudd’s failure to turn Booth over to the authorities remains a mystery, but some have speculated that he may have been afraid a captured Booth would implicate him in an earlier plot of Booth to kidnap the president. There is no evidence that Dr. Mudd was ever part of that plot, but he may have known about it if Booth tried to recruit him into it during their two meetings.

      This book is a complete biography of Dr. Mudd’s life - his early years growing up on his parent’s large tobacco plantation, his education, family, involvement with John Wilkes Booth, the assassination, trial, conviction, imprisonment at Fort Jefferson, attempted escape, hero of a horrific yellow fever epidemic, his pardon, and life after returning home.
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            THE EARLY YEARS

          

        

      

    

    
      Sam Mudd was born in 1833, the fourth of Henry and Sarah Mudd’s 10 children. Their large tobacco plantation, known as Oak Hill, was about 30 miles south of Washington, D.C., near near the small village of Bryantown, Maryland. The Mudd’s owned 61 slaves, Some were house servants, but most were field hands who grew the tobacco and tended the farm animals. Sam Mudd grew up believing that slavery was normal, as did everyone in his community, and indeed half the country.

      Home-schooled as a child, 15-year-old Sam left home in 1849 to attend the all-boys St. John’s College in Frederick, Maryland. In his second year there, his neighbor girlfriend and future wife, Sarah Frances Dyer, arrived in Frederick to attend the all-girls Visitation Academy, located near St. John’s.

      Sarah was born in 1835, the fifth of Thomas and Elizabeth Dyer’s children. Her older siblings were Jeremiah (10), Elizabeth Ann “Betty” (7), Thomas Oswald (5), and Mary Ellen (3). Sadly, Sarah’s father died ten days after she was born.

      When Sarah’s mother passed away in 1849, her brother Jeremiah inherited the Dyer farm. Jere was a good farmer. The 1860 Federal Agricultural Census recorded the Dyer farm as one of the most productive and profitable of the 40 farms in the area, producing a whopping 12 ½ tons of tobacco, 323 bushels of wheat, 1,100 bushels of corn, 100 bushels of oats, 45 bushels of Irish potatoes, 200 pounds of butter, and 100 pounds of honey. There were 5 horses, 4 mules, 9 milk cows, 6 oxen, 30 sheep, and 60 pigs.

      The job of producing all this bounty fell largely on the shoulders of Jeremiah’s 10 slaves, and an English handyman, John Best.

      Sam and Sarah were together at Frederick for only one year. She continued at Visitation Academy until her graduation four years later, but Sam transferred out of St. John’s after his second year there.

      St. John’s College was a friendly rival to Georgetown College. Both were run by the Jesuits, known for their intellectual rigor and firm discipline. However, in the springtime at the end of his second year at St. John’s, almost all the upper level collegiate students at St. John’s withdrew from the school in protest over the school’s strict discipline.

      Many families, unhappy with the situation at St. John’s, looked for another school for their child to attend. Sam’s parents settled on Georgetown College, which 17-year-old Sam entered on September 17, 1851.

      There were 176 boys in Sam Mudd’s Georgetown College class. Many were from Maryland, Virginia, and Washington, D.C., but the majority were from other states, including Georgia, Louisiana, Tennessee, Pennsylvania, New York, Mississippi, Alabama, North Carolina, Kentucky, South Carolina, and Texas, and also from other countries, including Canada, England, Germany, Ireland, Chili, Mexico, Venezuela, Cuba, and Poland.

      Boarding students were not allowed to leave the college grounds for any reason, except to go home for summer vacation. All letters not from parents were opened and read by administrators. Pocket money was discouraged. Any money from parents had to be deposited with the college treasurer who dispensed it as he saw fit. Students were not allowed to have any books other than class textbooks, unless specifically permitted by the Prefect of Schools. It was a strict place.

      But young Sam’s career at Georgetown College was cut short. He was expelled shortly after his 2nd year there began. He and a number of fellow students were protesting what they considered the unfair discipline of a fellow classmate, but they carried the protest a bit too far.

      The Jesuits identified Sam and five other boys as protest leaders, and expelled them as a warning to the other students. The school wrote to the boys’ parents, telling them to come pick up their sons. Sam’s father drove to the school in his carriage, collected his son, and returned with him to the family farm. There is no record of what Sam’s father said to him during the drive back home.

      This teenage prank had life-changing consequences for Sam. If he had not been expelled from Georgetown, he would probably not have studied to become a doctor, John Wilkes Booth would not have sought him out to fix a broken leg, and he would not have been arrested and convicted of conspiracy in the Lincoln assassination trial.

      Sam’s parents now had to consider what to do with their problem son. Someone suggested medicine, an honorable occupation, and in short order Sam was apprenticed to his cousin Dr. George Mudd, who ran a medical practice out of his home in nearby Bryantown. George was seven years older than Sam. He had graduated from the University of Maryland’s medical school in Baltimore four years earlier. It was common at the time for a young man who thought he might be interested in becoming a doctor to apprentice with a practicing physician before enrolling in medical school.

      After two years of training with Dr. George Mudd, 21-year-old Sam entered entered the University of Maryland Medical Department in Baltimore on October 9, 1854. Dr. George Mudd was his Preceptor, or sponsor.

      The physician training program lasted two years, from October to March each year. The medical school’s Baltimore Infirmary provided students hands-on experience with patients. Only 10 of the best students were permitted to reside in the Baltimore Infirmary as clinical assistants. Sam Mudd was one of those students.

      Sam completed the two-year course of instruction, wrote his 40-page graduation thesis on dysentery, and graduated on March 5, 1856. The young 23-year-old doctor then returned to his Charles County home to practice medicine.

      In 1906, Sarah’s daughter Nettie published a biography of her father entitled The Life of Dr. Samuel A. Mudd. In it, she quotes her mother, known by family and friends as Frank,  a nickname for her middle name Frances, as saying:

      
        
        I was only seventeen and Sam eighteen years of age, so it was impossible to think of getting married just then. When Sam asked me, “Frank, are you going to marry me?” I answered “Yes, when you have graduated in medicine, established a practice for yourself, and I have had my fun out, then I’ll marry you. You need not get jealous; I vow I will never marry anyone else.”
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        Sarah Frances Dyer Mudd (Credit Dr. Samuel A. Mudd Museum)

      

      Sam and Sarah married a year after he received his medical degree.  His father gave him 218 acres of his best farmland to farm and live on.
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            SLAVERY IN CHARLES COUNTY

          

        

      

    

    
      In 1860, the federal census recorded 603,000 people living in Maryland, including 87,000 slaves and 84,000 free blacks. Maryland had the highest number of free blacks of any state. In the six counties of Southern Maryland, including Charles County where Dr. Mudd lived, more than half the total population was black. Bryantown was a small village in Charles County, near Dr. Mudd’s farm. Richard Macks was a slave who recalled Bryantown quite well:

      
        
        I was born in Charles County in Southern Maryland in the year 1844 ... the county where James [sic] Wilkes Booth took refuge in after the assassination of President Lincoln in 1865.

        ...In Bryantown there were several stores, two or three taverns or inns, which were well known in their days for their hospitality to their guests and arrangements to house slaves. There were two inns both of which had long sheds, strongly built, with cells downstairs for men and a large room above for women. At night the slave traders would bring their charges to the inns, [and] pay for their meals, which were served on a long table in the shed. Then afterwards they were locked up for the night.

        ...When I was a boy, I saw slaves going through and to Bryantown. Some would be chained, some handcuffed, and others not. These slaves were brought up from time to time to be auctioned off or sold at Bryantown, to go to other farms in Maryland, or shipped south.

      

      

      To be shipped south was the worst thing that could happen to a slave. Slaves sold to other farms in Maryland retained some hope that they would see loved ones again, but to be sold south to the plantations of Georgia, Mississippi, or Louisiana meant the slave would most likely never see father, mother, brother, sister, or children again. One of the slave owners’ most powerful means of control over slaves was to threaten to sell them south if they didn’t completely submit to their master.

      In Maryland, a slave always had hope he or she could escape to freedom in nearby Washington, Baltimore, or points north. In the deep south, there was no such hope. Some slaves sold south were taken to Baltimore and placed on ships to New Orleans. These were the lucky ones. Others were forced to walk the hundreds of miles to the deep south, chained together like animals in groups called coffles.

      Slave Patrols

      Charles County whites formed neighborhood patrols to keep a close watch on slaves’ movements by day and night. Slaves couldn’t leave their master’s premises without a permit. Any slave caught by a patrol without a pass from the owner, particularly at night, was dealt with harshly. The local Port Tobacco Times had this notice:
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        Former slave Richard Macks told about the Charles County slave patrols:

      

      

      
        
        In Charles County and in fact all of Southern Maryland tobacco was raised on a large scale. Men, women and children had to work hard to produce the required crops. The slaves did the work and they were driven at full speed sometimes by the owners and others by both owner and overseers. The slaves would run away from the farms whenever they had a chance, some were returned and others getting away. This made it very profitable to white men and constables to capture the runaways. This caused trouble between the colored people and whites, especially the free people, as some of them would be taken for slaves. I had heard of several killings resulting from fights at night.

        One time a slave ran away and was seen by a colored man, who was hunting, sitting on a log eating some food late in the night, He had a corn knife with him. When his master attempted to hit him with a whip, he retaliated with the knife, splitting the man's breast open, from which he died. The slave escaped and was never captured. The white cappers or patrollers in all of the counties of Southern Maryland scoured the swamps, rivers and fields without success.

      

      

      
        
        Former slave Page Harris told about his Charles County farm, where the owner trained bloodhounds for hunting runaway slaves:

      

      

      
        
        I was born in 1858 about 3 miles west of Chicamuxen near the Potomac River in Charles County on the farm of Burton Stafford, better known as Blood Hound Manor. This name was applied because Mr. Stafford raised and trained blood hounds to track runaway slaves and to sell to slaveholders of Maryland, Virginia and other southern states as far south as Mississippi and Louisiana.

      

      

      Slavery and Religion

      The Mudd family was a Catholic family. But how could Catholics like the Mudds own slaves when the Catholic Church we know today strongly condemns slavery as intrinsically evil? The answer is that in Dr. Mudd’s time the Catholic church not only condoned slavery, but also allowed priests and nuns to own slaves. For example, the Catholic Jesuit scholar Thomas Murphy reports that the Jesuits owned 272 slaves on six Maryland plantations. Father Leonard Edelen, pastor of St. Francis Xavier Church, Newtown, Maryland, and his assistant pastor, Father Aloysius Mudd, had eleven slaves.

      Even Catholic nuns had slaves. Matilda Mudd was a nun with the Sisters of Charity of Emmitsburg, Maryland. Her religious name was Sister Joseph. When she died in 1823, she bequeathed her four slaves, Adeline, Augustine, Hilary, and Alexius, to her cousin Thomas M. Mudd. She instructed Thomas to set them free –– the boys at age 25 and the girls at age 16 –– with new clothes and $12 each.

      In Carmel in America, Father Charles Warren Currier writes about the Carmelite nuns of Port Tobacco, Maryland, located about 10 miles from where Dr. Mudd lived:

      
        
        The first convent of religious women in the United States of America was founded in 1790, at a distance of about four miles from Port Tobacco, on the property formerly belonging to Mr. Baker Brooke. The place was henceforward called Mount Carmel... A portion of the property of the nuns, while they were at Mount Carmel, consisted of slaves.

        Many of the novices, on entering the community, brought their slaves with them. These were comfortably lodged in quarters outside the convent-enclosure and did the work of the farm. They were treated with great love and charity by the sisters, and were considered as children of the family. Their souls being regarded as a precious charge, for which the community was responsible to God, they were carefully instructed in their religious duties, and all their wants, both spiritual and temporal, faithfully attended to.

        On their part these poor creatures were devotedly attached to the community. Their number was about thirty, and twice a year the sisters would spin, weave and make up suits of clothing for them, besides spinning and weaving their own clothing.

      

      

      Families like the Mudds undoubtedly reasoned that if the Church condoned slavery, and if it was all right for priests and nuns to own slaves, then it was all right for devout Catholic farmers to do the same. On the second floor of Henry Lowe Mudd’s home, in addition to the family bedrooms, was a chapel where the Mudd family prayed together, where visiting priests celebrated Mass, and where Mudd slaves were married.

      Henry’s son Samuel became a devout Catholic. He subscribed to a Catholic journal called Brownson’s Quarterly Review. When the editor, Orestes A. Brownson, began to write during the Civil War that slavery should be abolished in order to preserve the Union, Dr. Mudd wrote to Brownson to cancel his subscription. Dr. Mudd’s January 13, 1862 letter said in part:

      
        
        ...The present Civil War now raging was not brought about entirely by fear on the part of the South, that their property in Slaves was endangered, but more by an unwillingness to yield up rights guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States.

        ...A majority of the people of the North believe Slavery to be Sinful, thereby they attempt to force down our throats, their religious Conviction, which is Anti-Catholic and uncharitable.

        ...The people of the North are Puritanical, long faced or Methodistic and hypocritical—they deal in Sympathetic language to hide their deception—their actions are Pharisaical, covert, stealthy, and cowardly. They are law abiding so long as it bears them out in their selfish interest, and praisers and scatterers and followers of the Bible so long as it does not conflict with their passions. They make good cow drivers, pickpockets and gamblers.

        ...You know full well, that slavery being a State institution recognized by every administration and confirmed by many acts of Congress, can only be abrogated by State will.

        ...Christ, our Saviour found slavery at his coming and yet he made no command against its practice. Therefore I think it is a great presumption in man to supply the omissions which God in his infinity thought proper to make.

      

      

      Why the Slaves Sang

      Many slave owners believed their slaves were happy, and had a hard time understanding why their slaves took every opportunity to run away. Nettie Mudd wrote of the supposed happiness of the slaves at Henry Lowe Mudd’s plantation:

      
        
        Here on his father’s estate may have been seen more than a hundred slaves, who made the evening merry with song, and with banjo, and with violin accompaniment. Scattered over various sections of the farm may also have been seen the quarters of these humble folk, who were always treated with the kindest consideration by their master and mistress, and who would say of these white friends, after they had passed from earth, “God bless my old Marse and Miss; I hope dey is in heaven.”

      

      

      
        
        Frederick Douglass, who had been a Maryland slave, explained why slaves sang:

      

      

      
        
        I have often been utterly astonished, since I came to the north, to find persons who could speak of the singing among slaves as evidence of their contentment and happiness. It is impossible to conceive of a greater mistake. Slaves sing most when they are most unhappy. The songs of the slave represent the sorrows of his heart; and he is relieved by them, only as an aching heart is relieved by its tears. At least, such is my experience. I have often sung to drown my sorrow, but seldom to express my happiness. Crying for joy, and singing for joy, were alike uncommon to me while in the jaws of slavery. The singing of a man cast away upon a desolate island might be as appropriately considered as evidence of contentment and happiness, as the singing of a slave; the songs of the one and of the other are prompted by the same emotion.

      

      

      How Slaves Grew Tobacco

      Charles Ball, a Maryland slave, described how slaves grew tobacco:

      
        
        The operation is to be commenced in the month of February, by clearing a piece of new land, and burning the timber cut from it, on the ground, so as to form a coat of ashes over the whole space, if possible. This ground is then dug up with a hoe, and the sticks and roots are to be carefully removed from it. In this bed the tobacco seeds are sown, about the beginning of March, not in hills or in rows, but by broadcast, as in sowing turnips.

        The seeds do not spring soon, but generally the young plants appear early in April. If the weather, at the time the tobacco comes up, as it is called, is yet frosty, a covering of pine tops, or red cedar branches, is thickly spread over the whole patch...

        ... In the months of March and April the people are busily employed in plowing the fields in which the tobacco is to be planted in May. Immediately after the corn is planted, every one, man, woman and child, able to work with a hoe, or carry a tobacco plant, is engaged in working up the whole plantation, already ploughed a second time, into hills about four feet apart, laid out in regular rows across the field, by the course of the furrows. These hills are formed into squares or diamonds, at equal distances both ways, and into these are transplanted the tobacco plants from the beds in which the seeds were sown.

        This transplantation must be done when the earth is wet with rain, and it is best to do it, if possible, just before, or at the time the rain falls, as cabbages are transplanted in a kitchen garden; but as the planting of a field of one or two hundred acres with tobacco, is not the work of an hour, as soon as it is deemed certain that there will be a sufficient fall of rain to answer the purpose of planting out tobacco, all hands are called to the tobacco field.

        And no matter how fast it may rain, or how violent the storm may be, the removal of the plants from the bed, and fixing them in the hills where they are to grow in the field, goes on until the crop is planted out, or the rain ceases, and the sun begins to shine.

        Nothing but the darkness of night and the short respite required for the scanty meal of the slaves, produces any cessation in the labor of tobacco planting, until the work is done, or the rain ceases and the clouds disappear.

        ... Sometimes the tobacco worm appears among the plants ...every slave that is able to kill a tobacco worm is kept in the field from morning until night. Those who are able to work with hoes are engaged in weeding the tobacco, and at the same time destroying all the worms they find. The children do nothing but search for and destroy the worms.

        ... In the month of August, the tobacco crop is laid by, as it is termed; which means that they cease working in the fields, for the purpose of destroying the weeds and grass; the plants having now become so large, as not to be injured by the under vegetation. Still, however, the worms continue their ravages, and it is necessary to employ all hands in destroying them.

        In this month also the tobacco is to be topped, if it has not been done before. When the plants have reached the height of two or three feet, according to the goodness of the soil, and the vigor of the growth, the top is to be cut off to prevent it from going to seed.

        After the tobacco is fully grown, which in some plants happens early in August, it is to be carefully watched, to see when it is ripe, or fit for cutting. ...It does not all arrive at maturity at the same time; and although some plants ripen early in August, others are not ripe before the middle of September. When the plants are cut down, they are laid on the ground for a short time, then taken up, and the stalks split open to facilitate the drying of the leaves. In this condition it is removed to the drying house, and there hung up under sheds, until it is fully dry. From thence, it is removed into the tobacco house, and laid up in bulk, ready for stripping and manufacturing.

      

      

      Slave Ads

      The Port Tobacco Times was the local newspaper in Dr. Mudd’s community. Almost every issue of the paper carried ads for buying and selling slaves, or capturing runaways. Slave owners often rented their slaves, just as they might rent a horse or cow. And, like a horse or cow, if the rental property was damaged, the renter was responsible for reimbursing the owner. Following are examples of some of the slave ads that appeared regularly in the Port Tobacco Times:
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            SLAVERY IN THE MUDD FAMILY

          

        

      

    

    
      Sam Mudd and his wife both grew up in a society where they were taught that slavery was normal. Their parents owned slaves. Their neighbors owned slaves. Their Catholic priests and nuns owned slaves and taught them that slavery was divinely ordained. They saw slaves being bought and sold at the Bryantown slave auctions, as if this was normal. They read the newspaper ads to buy and sell slaves, alongside the ads to buy and sell farm produce and livestock. The whole Southern Maryland society at the time, and indeed half the country, considered slavery to be normal. The Mudds were no exception. Slavery in the Mudd family began back in the 1600’s, when Thomas Mudd arrived in the Maryland colony from England.

      Thomas Mudd (1647-1697)

      The first Mudd in America was Thomas Mudd (1647-1697). He was born in England around 1647, and was Dr. Samuel Mudd’s great-great-great-great-grandfather. Dr. Mudd’s great-great-great-great-grandmother was the second of Thomas Mudd’s three wives, Sarah Boarman Matthews Mudd.

      Nothing is known of Thomas Mudd’s parents, or exactly when he came to America. Maryland land records show that he was granted 450 acres of land in 1680 as compensation for paying for the cost of transporting himself and eight indentured servants from England to Maryland. The land grant refers to Thomas Mudd as a Gentleman, a term used at the time to describe a person of some social standing and means.

      By the time he died in 1697, Thomas Mudd had tripled his land holdings from the original 450 acres to more than 1,500 acres. He had also acquired five slaves. In his will, Thomas Mudd gave four slaves to his third wife Ann, and one slave to his daughter, Barbara. The slaves’ names are not mentioned.

      The death of Thomas Mudd illustrates one of the great fears that slaves had all through the two centuries of American slavery. When an owner died, slaves were either divided among the surviving relatives, or sold. Either way, slave families were usually broken up on the death of the owner. Little regard was given to keeping husbands, wives, parents, or children together as a family.

      Henry Mudd (1685-1736)

      Dr. Samuel Mudd’s great-great-great-grandfather was Henry Mudd (1685-1736), the second of Thomas Mudd’s nine children. His great-great-great-grandmother was Elizabeth Lowe Mudd. In his will, Henry left his wife Elizabeth his “three working negroes,” his bedding, and his household items. He left his daughter Sarah “a negro boy called Jack,” two cows, a feather bed, and furniture. He left his daughter Henereter “a negro boy called Tom,” a feather bed, furniture, cows, and a horse.

      If Henry Mudd’s three adult slaves and two slave children were a family, the slave family was now broken up, scattered among three descendant families. Slaves were passed from one generation to the next like any other form of property. Next to land, slaves were a farmer’s most valuable possession, and not passing one’s slaves on to one’s descendants would be quite unusual.

      Slaves were often known only by a first name, and no last name. Frederick Douglass, a Maryland slave who rose to become a leader of the abolitionist movement, wrote “It was seldom that a slave, however venerable, was honored with a surname in Maryland.”

      Henry Mudd’s wife, Elizabeth, acquired several more slaves after he died. When she herself died in 1761, she left her son, Bennett Mudd, “one negro named Dick and all the tobacco that shall become due for the hire of said negro.” Elizabeth also left her daughter, Mary Bibben, “one negro wench named Jane and her increase and one feather bed.”

      The reference to “her increase” shows that slave owners not only owned their slaves, but also owned the children of their slaves. Slave children were little burden on slave owners, but as they grew, their value grew, both as field workers and in the slave market.

      Elizabeth left her grandson, Ezekiah Mudd, “one negro boy named Clem,” and left Elizabeth Ann Salsbury “one negro boy named Peter, and one negro named Mary.”

      Altogether, Elizabeth Mudd bequeathed seven slaves: one adult male named Dick, two adult women named Jane and Mary, and four boys named Jack, Tom, Clem, and Peter. It is unknown if they were related, but if so, any family relationship was broken up when they were sent off to different owners after Elizabeth’s death.

      Thomas Mudd (1707-1761)

      Dr. Samuel Mudd’s great-great-grandfather was another Thomas Mudd (1707-1761). Thomas was the first of Henry Mudd’s nine children. His wife’s maiden name was Gardiner, but her first name is unknown.

      Thomas’ will made his son Henry the executor of his estate and left him a large amount of land. The rest of his land and property, including three slaves, was divided among his three other children.

      He left his son Richard “one negro man called Anthony, also one cow and one heifer and one feather bed.” He left his son Luke “one negro man called George, and also one feather bed, one cow, and nine hundred and fifty pounds of crop tobacco.” He left his daughter, Mary Johnson, “one negro girl called Judith, also the best feather bed and one cow.”

      The Revolutionary War (1775-1783) was an opportunity for American colonists to be free from Britain, but it was also an opportunity for the 20 percent of Americans who were slaves to be free from the colonists. The British governor of Virginia, Lord Dunmore, offered immediate freedom to American slaves who could make their way to British lines. George Washington, who owned more than 300 slaves, said that Lord Dunmore was an “arch traitor” for promising to free American slaves. Several of General Washington’s 300 plantation slaves, and his personal slave Henry Washington, ran away to the British lines and freedom.

      The slave Ralph Henry, apparently inspired by his master Patrick Henry’s proclamation of “Give me liberty, or give me death,” also found his liberty behind British lines.

      Maryland and Virginia allowed free blacks, but not slaves, to join Washington’s army. Many slaves left their masters anyway, to join the British side. All together, between 80,000 and 100,000 slaves ran away from colonial plantations during the Revolutionary War.

      By the end of the Revolutionary War in 1783, about 20,000 former slaves were living in the British enclaves of Savannah, Charleston, and New York. During peace negotiations with the British, General Washington agreed to let these slaves go. The former slaves, and the loyalists who had lost everything by siding with the British, filled ships leaving America.

      Some of the former slaves were taken by unscrupulous ship owners to Caribbean islands where they were sold into slavery again. Others were taken to England, and others, after a failed attempt at settling inhospitable Nova Scotia, returned to Africa where they founded the African nation of Sierra Leone.

      Henry Mudd (1730-1810)

      Dr. Samuel Mudd’s great-grandfather was another Henry Mudd (1730-1810). His life spanned the American Revolution. Harry, as he was called, was born a British subject in colonial Maryland, but died a citizen of the new United States of America. He was too old to serve the American cause in the Revolutionary War, but records indicate that up to 21 other Mudds did serve.

      Harry was the first of Thomas Mudd’s eight children. He and his wife, Blanche Spalding Mudd, had two sons and four daughters. When Harry died, he divided his slaves among his surviving children and grandchildren. His son Alexius had died before him. Note that Harry mentions none of his slaves by name. This must have resulted in quite some confusion about who got which slave.

      He left his son Henry Thomas Mudd “three negroes.”

      He left his grandson Henson Mudd “two negroes, two tables, and one desk.”

      He left his granddaughters Mary Ann Mudd, Harriot Mudd, Kitty Mudd, and Matilda Mudd “two negro slaves.”

      He left to the three youngest sons of his daughter Mary Simms, viz. Aloysius, Joseph, and Alexius, “two negroes to be divided among them.”

      He left his granddaughter Cecily Spalding “one negro boy.”

      He left his daughter Mary Eleanor Elder “two slaves.”

      He left his granddaughter Elizabeth Elder “a negress, and if Elizabeth Elder should die without issue, the slave and her issue to be divided among the brothers of Elizabeth Elder.”

      Alexius Mudd (1765-1800)

      Harry’s son Alexius Mudd (1765-1800) was Dr. Mudd’s grandfather. His wife was Jane Edelen Mudd.

      Alexius’ will bequeathed his land to his wife Jane “during her widowhood,” and thereafter to his two sons when they reached adulthood. As was the custom at the time, land passed from father to sons, not daughters. When Alexius died in 1800, his daughter Sarah Ann Mudd was 6, his son Thomas Alexander Mudd was 3, and his son Henry Lowe Mudd (Dr. Samuel Mudd’s father) was 2. Alexius’ bequeath of slaves to his minor sons is a bit complicated:

      
        
        ...the following negroes viz. Joe, Mary, and Hannah together with their increase to be equally divided between my two sons when my eldest son Thomas Alexander Mudd arrives at the age of twenty-one years then his equal part of the said negroes to be paid to him by my executor hereafter mentioned and my youngest son Henry Mudd to have his equal part of the said negroes paid to him by my executor when he arrives at the age of twenty-one years. But in case that either of my two sons Thomas Alexander or Henry Mudd dies before they arrive at the age of twenty-one years, my will is that the survivor of them shall have the said three negroes together with the increase of them, or in case that both of my said two sons Thomas Alexander Mudd and Henry Mudd should die before they arrive at the age of twenty-one years, in that case my will and desire is that the said three negroes with their increase shall go to my daughter Sarah Mudd.

      

      

      Alexius left his wife Jane “the following negroes viz. Primus, Watt, Peggy, Cecily and her youngest child Nelly.” There is no mention of Cecily’s older children. Presumably, Joe, Mary, and Hannah are her children. Once again, we see how slave families are torn apart at their owner’s death.

      Two years after Harry Mudd died, the United States and Britain were at war again. This time, the hard fighting didn’t bypass Southern Maryland as it had in the Revolutionary War. British ships landed at Benedict, Maryland, just 10 miles from the Mudd farms. British soldiers destroyed property and crops as they marched up through Southern Maryland to Washington, where they burned the White House and other government buildings.

      As they had in the Revolutionary War, many slaves fled their owners to seek freedom with the British forces. Whether any of the Mudd slaves were among them is unknown.

      Twenty Mudd family members are known to have served during the War of 1812.

      Southern Maryland planters suffered greatly during the War of 1812. As in the Revolutionary War, farm production dropped because men left their farms to fight the British. The crops that were raised couldn’t get to market because the British Navy controlled the Chesapeake Bay and the rivers needed to ship farm products.

      But the young new nation was about to experience an explosion of growth and prosperity, albeit at the expense of its slaves. In 1803, between the Revolutionary War and the War of 1812, President Thomas Jefferson purchased the Louisiana Territory from France. The new territory doubled the size of the country. It included all or parts of the states of Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Wyoming, Minnesota, Oklahoma, Colorado and Montana.

      The Louisiana Purchase came on the heels of the invention of the cotton gin, which freed slaves from the work of manually separating cotton seeds from the cotton. Slaves could now spend more time working in the cotton fields, resulting in much greater profits for the slave owners.

      The cotton plantations that sprang up in the Lower South and in the new Louisiana territories needed thousands more slaves to plant and harvest the cotton. Luckily for the cotton farmers who needed laborers, a slave surplus had developed in the states of the Upper South, including Maryland. Upper South slave owners were glad to have a market for their surplus slaves, but they were unhappy that competition from lower-cost African slaves was keeping the price down.

      The solution came from an unlikely alliance of abolitionists and politically powerful Upper South slave owners. Abolitionists wanted an end to the African trade as a step towards complete abolition. Upper South slave owners wanted an end to the African trade so they could get more money for their surplus slaves. The alliance resulted in passage of a law banning the import of African slaves, effective January 1, 1808. The African slave trade was ended, but a newly powerful domestic slave trade was born.

      Lower South cotton growers’ demand for slaves was a bonanza for Maryland slave owners. Between 1830 and 1860, more than 18,000 surplus Maryland slaves were sold to the Lower South. The price of slaves tracked the price of cotton. There were ups and downs in the price of both, but from the end of the African slave trade in 1808 until the beginning of the Civil War in 1861, the price for a prime male slave in the New Orleans slave market rose from about $500 to more than $1,800 (about $35,000 today). Wealthy cotton growers could easily afford the high prices.

      The surplus of slaves in the Upper South had several causes. One was the natural increase in the number of slaves. Slave owners encouraged slave women to have as many children as possible since any child born to a slave woman was the property of the slave owner. Slave women were valued for their breeding ability, exactly the same as livestock. Slave children increased in value as they grew older. They could be sold at any age for a good profit, or left to descendants as a valuable inheritance.

      Another cause of surplus Upper South slaves was the switch from tobacco to wheat and other cereal crops. Cereal crops required workers at harvest, not year-round like tobacco. It was cheaper to hire harvest workers than to maintain a permanent slave work force. As a result, many farmers in the northern, western, and eastern parts of Maryland freed their surplus slaves, or sold them through slave traders to the southern cotton plantations.

      There were also surplus slaves in Southern Maryland, but not because the farmers there switched to other crops. Rather, it was because many Southern Maryland tobacco farmers had abandoned farming and left the state. Tobacco leached nutrients from the soil, and after three or four crops was no longer productive. Traditionally, tobacco farmers had simply abandoned worn out fields and cleared new land for new tobacco crops. But undeveloped new land in Southern Maryland was becoming scarce, and farmers began to emigrate west to the untouched lands of the Louisiana Territory. Emigrating farmers took some of their slaves with them and sold the rest.

      According to U.S. federal census figures, almost half the white population of Charles County departed between 1790 and 1860, declining from 10,124 to 5,795.

      Several Mudd families emigrated to the slave states of Kentucky and Missouri, where many Mudd descendants may be found today. In 1885, 400 of the 600 citizens of Millwood, Missouri, were Mudds or Mudd relatives.

      Henry Lowe Mudd (1798-1877)

      While others abandoned their farms and left the state, Henry Lowe Mudd (1798-1877), the second of Alexius Mudd’s three children, stayed put. He and his wife Sarah were Dr. Samuel A. Mudd’s parents.

      Henry was a shrewd businessman. Where others saw failure, he saw opportunity. As others abandoned their land, Henry bought it. He bought St. Catharine’s and Mudd’s Double Trouble consisting of 308 acres, Hayes Secret consisting of 329 acres, parts of Reed’s Swamp containing 75 acres, and Jordan, containing 145 acres.

      Henry was also a good farmer. Tobacco remained his main crop, but he also began to grow wheat and other grain crops. He applied fertilizers, rotated crops, and used better plowing techniques. He introduced mechanization, using Linton’s Iron Geared Threshing Machine to harvest his wheat crop. All of these techniques combined to renew soil that had previously been considered worn out.

      Henry also continued to use slave labor. In 1820 he had nine slaves. In 1830 he had 14 slaves. The federal census for 1840 doesn’t list any slaves for Henry Mudd, but this appears to be because the census tabulation for Henry and his immediate neighbors was incomplete.

      Prosperity returned to Charles County during the 1840s and 1850s as a result of higher tobacco prices. Prices for tobacco fluctuated, of course, but the general trend was upward.

      Those who benefited the most were those like Henry Lowe Mudd who adopted soil renewal practices and grew a wider variety of crops, including wheat. The growing cities of Washington and Baltimore, as well as the usual export markets, provided a steady demand and good prices for Southern Maryland farm products.

      Times were good again, and Southern Maryland farmers needed more slaves to take advantage of the opportunity. Henry Mudd’s inventory of slaves continued to increase. He had 41 slaves in 1850, and 61 in 1860. The number of slaves owned by all Mudd family members in Charles County increased to 82 in 1850, and to 145 in 1860.

      The demand for slaves increased the cost of slaves, but the prosperous Southern Maryland slave owners could afford them. After all, regardless of the price paid, the resale value of a slave continued apace. The Port Tobacco Times of August 19, 1858, reported that a 17-year-old slave brought $1,115, a 15-year-old slave $1,010, and an 8 or 9-year-old slave $725. The total $2,840 for these three slaves would be equal to about $60,000 today.

      In her 1906 book, The Life of Dr. Samuel A. Mudd, Nettie Mudd says there were more than 100 slaves on Henry Lowe Mudd’s large tobacco plantation. The 1860 U.S. Slave Census lists 61 slaves.  Since slave owners often rented out surplus slaves to other farmers, it is very possible that Henry Lowe Mudd owned more than the 61 slaves present when the census was taken at his farm. Whatever the exact number, Dr. Mudd’s father was quite well off. The 1860 Federal Census valued his real estate at $8,000 and his personal estate at $40,000. In today’s dollars, Henry Lowe Mudd was a millionaire.

      

      Maria Spencer, one of Henry Lowe Mudd’s slaves, was a good example of how slaves were rented out to make money for the slave owner. She was a sister of one of Dr. Mudd’s slaves, Rachel Spencer.

      Maria was married to William Hurbert who had served with Company A, 23rd Regiment, U.S. Colored Troops during the Civil War. When he passed away in 1874, she applied for a widow’s pension. The following excerpt from her application explains how she was rented out while a slave of Henry Lowe Mudd:

      
        
        That she was born on the plantation of Henry L. Mudd between Beantown and Byrantown in Charles County, Maryland. That she made acquaintance of her husband during her early childhood. That she always belonged to Henry L. Mudd until she left his plantation during the year 1865 and came to Washington to live where she has lived ever since.

        That she never had any other change of residence except when she was hired out as a slave. First, when about 14 years old, she lived for three months as a hireling of Robert Smith of Beantown, Charles County, Maryland. Next, she lived for one year and nine months with Edward Smith near Beantown. Next, she was hired to Richard Harbin near Bryantown, Charles County, Maryland for two years.

        Having then stated her P.O. Address during the period of her childhood to have been Bryantown, and her places of residence as above stated, she states she was married to William Hurbert in the house of Henry L. Mudd, Charles County, Maryland by a Catholic priest named Courtenay during the year of 1854 or 1855. That the only owner she ever had was Henry L. Mudd.
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      Sam and Sarah acquired nine slaves between 1859 and 1864 to help run the farm and grow the tobacco they needed to supplement Sam’s income as a young doctor. All of the slaves were gifted to Sam from his father’s farm and from the farm of his wife’s brother Jeremiah Dyer.  Sam Mudd never bought or sold any slaves himself.

      The first five slaves were documented in the 1860 Federal slave census. They were a 26-year-old man, a 19-year-old girl, a 10-year-old boy, an 8-year-old girl, and a 6-year-old girl. The slave census did not record slaves’ names since they were considered property, not people. However, we know from other records that the 26-year-old man was Elzee Eglent. The 19-year-old woman was his sister, Mary Simms. The 14-year-old boy was their brother, Milo Simms. The two little girls were called sisters, but their different last names suggest they were not. We do know they were orphans. The 8-year-old girl was Lettie Hall. The 6-year-old girl was Louisa Cristie.

      The other four slaves, acquired between 1860 and 1864, were Rachel Spencer, Richard Washington, Melvina Washington, and Frank Washington. Rachel Spencer was from the plantation of Sam’s father where her mother Lucy Spencer, her sister Maria Spencer, and her brothers Baptist Spencer and Joseph Spencer were slaves. Maria Spencer was married to William Hurbert, a slave on Susanna Mudd’s plantation in nearby Prince George’s County. Richard Washington, Melvina Washington, and Frank Washington came from Jeremiah Dyer’s plantation.

      When Abraham Lincoln was seeking the Republican nomination for president in 1860, he said: “Wrong as we think slavery is, we can yet afford to let it alone where it is...” But most Southerners, including Southern Marylanders, didn’t believe Lincoln would “let it alone.” He failed to carry Maryland or a single southern state in the November 6, 1860 presidential election.

      Whites in Charles County began military preparation in the event Maryland seceded from the Union. Various military units were formed, members acquired uniforms and weapons, and the units began to drill regularly. These included the Smallwood Rifles, the Nanjemoy Rifle Company, the Bryantown Minutemen, and the Mounted Volunteers of Charles County.

      Sarah’s brother Jeremiah helped collect money to arm and equip the Mounted Volunteers. When the Civil War erupted on April 12, 1861 with the Confederate attack on Fort Sumpter in South Carolina, Jeremiah fled to Richmond with members of his unit to avoid being arrested for disloyalty. But he quickly decided the Confederate Army wasn’t for him, returned home, signed a loyalty oath, and settled back into the quiet life of a rural tobacco farmer.

      Civil War

      When the Civil War  broke out in April 1861, the Southern Maryland slave system and the economy it supported both began to disintegrate. As Union soldiers began to patrol and set up camps in Confederate-friendly Southern Maryland, slaves began to run away from their masters and attach themselves to the Union army camps. In November 1861, 400 Union soldiers of the 74th New York Infantry fought skirmishes with rebel soldiers near Port Tobacco. Their colonel, Charles K. Graham, reported that when leaving the area “a large number of  negroes followed.”

      More than 10,000 Union troops were stationed along the Charles County shore of the Potomac River opposite Virginia to prevent the Confederate Army from crossing into Maryland. General Joseph Hooker’s corps was stationed at Chicamuxen Creek, about 10 miles west of Dr. Mudd’s farm. Its assignment was to protect the Union artillery batteries guarding the Potomac River. Runaway slaves flocked to this and other local Union Army camps.

      For the Mudds, the runaways started in March 1862 when two little slave boys ran away from the farm of Dr. Mudd’s father, Henry Lowe Mudd. The boys eluded the slave-catching patrols that operated between Bryantown and Washington, and found refuge at Fort Good Hope, a Union Army encampment located in what is now the Anacostia section of Washington. The fort was manned by a brigade under the command of Colonel William L. Tidball of the 59th New York Volunteer Infantry.

      When Dr. Mudd tried to retrieve the two little boys, the soldiers refused to let them go. A new law had just gone into effect prohibiting the military from returning escaped slaves to their owners. Frustrated, Dr. Mudd wrote the following March 18, 1862, letter to his cousin Henry Alexander Clarke, a Washington businessman:

      
        
        Cousin Alex,

        Pa has two little boys in one of the encampments on Good Hope Hill - their names are Hillary, a black boy son of old Leck, the other is a yellow boy named Ambrose, son of old Miley of Aunt Reeve’s estate. We have sent after them twice and they will neither give them up or drive them from the camp, nor will they permit you to enter the lines to take them yourself. My object in addressing this to you is to find out the means under the present state of affairs to reclaim my servants, or slaves. I have offered a reward of fifty dollars, which I am in hopes will compensate for any trouble, without the hazard of life. I would go to the War Department & enquire of Mr. Stanton, if the people of Maryland are to be treated as Secessionist, after paying a tax of $2,500,000 to carry on the war & pay a prospective tax of three cents per pound on leaf tobacco.

        Pa, Jim, & my family are all very well with the exception of myself. I am in bed sick as a horse at this time. Remember me to cousin Em and family & believe me yours most truly, etc.

        Sam A. Mudd

      

      

      A month later, on April 16, 1862, President Lincoln signed a bill abolishing slavery in Washington, D.C. From then until the end of the war, Washington was a magnet for Southern Maryland slaves who ran away from their owners.

      On Saturday night, August 29, 1863, with a full moon to guide their way, 40 slaves ran away from the farms of Dr. Mudd, his father, and his brother-in-law Jeremiah Dyer. They timed their escape well. Slaves weren’t expected to be at work on Sunday, and it was not unusual for slaves to be out Saturday night as they went to visit family members on other farms.

      The escaping slaves included Elzee Eglent and Richard Washington from Dr. Mudd’s farm, and Sylvester Eglent, John Henry Eglent, and Henry Simms from the farm of Dr. Mudd’s father. Jeremiah Dyer complained afterwards that because he lost so many slaves, he had to actually pay free workers to finish his tobacco harvest.

      Slaves testified at the Lincoln assassination trial that they ran away after Sylvester Eglent overheard Dr. Mudd and Jeremiah Dyer discussing plans to send a number of them to Richmond to help the Confederate Army build fortifications for Richmond’s defense. Sylvester Eglent testified:

      
        
        Last August a twelvemonth ago, I heard him say he was going to send me, Elzee, my brother Frank, and Dick Gardner and Lou Gardner to Richmond to build batteries... That was the last Friday in the August before last, and I left the Saturday night following... Forty head of us went in company.

      

      

      Two days after the great escape, several of the 40 slaves who escaped from the Mudd and Dyer farms filed complaints with the military in Washington, claiming that Dr. Mudd and others were disloyal and were planning to send slaves to Richmond to help in the defense of that city. Accusing former owners of disloyalty was a form of insurance policy for runaway slaves. They knew that the government would not return runaway slaves to disloyal slave owners.

      Richard Washington and Henry Simms filed one complaint. Elvey Eagleon, John Henry Eagleon, and John Sylvester Eagleon filed the other. The Eagleon slaves’ last name is also spelled as Eglin and Eglent in other documents of the times.

      The first complaint said:

      
        
        Headquarters, Provost Marshal’s Office, Washington, D.C. August 31, 1863

        Richard Washington, Henry Simms, Colored

        Make statements that Dr. Samuel Mud, Henry Burch, and Henry Mud, residents of Brientown, Charles Co., Md. are now and have been for a month past enrolling the colored slaves of that District and vicinity for the Rebel Army and that they have to their certain knowledge harbored, aided, and comforted Rebel officers and soldiers ever since the rebellion commenced. They further state that these parties have carried away colored persons, both free and slave into the Rebel lines and that they are now engaged in this work - that these parties caught a slave named George Hawkins while trying to make his escape to the city of Washington, and carried him back to Brientown, beat him in a most unmerciful manner, and then carried him into the rebel lines. This slave was from the farm of James Mudd, who is, and has been a long time in the Rebel army.

        Simms and Washington state that they were to be carried into the Rebel army. Simms belongs to Henry Mud and Washington to Samuel Mud, and state that there is a quantity of arms and accoutrements buried in the ground in the vicinity of Samuel Mud's house and that as some cavalry were making a search in the vicinity, Samuel Mud's wife ran into the kitchen and threw a bundle of Rebel mail into the fire and Henry Mud said after the cavalry had gone that he had hid a lot of arms under the bed and that as they were not found, he considered himself a smart man.

        Richard Washington states that Dr. Samuel Mud, his master, is one of the parties who assisted in enrolling the names of the slaves, amongst whom was himself and Elsey Engley, for the purpose of sending them south to go in the Rebel army as soldiers.

        Mud lives in St. Charles Co., Md. - Brientown District, 3 miles above the town - has been in the habit of harboring Rebel soldiers.

        These parties convey the slaves in wagons to landing in St. Mary's county, keep them in the woods until an opportunity presents itself to carry them off. Henry Burch watches and reports when the way is clear.

      

      

      The second complaint said:

      
        
        Washington D.C., Aug 31st 1863

        Elvey Eagleon, John Henry Eagleon, John Sylvester Eagleon state:

        I belong to Mr. Samuel Mud, in Charles Co Md. The said Dr. Samuel Mud has been in the habit of harboring Rebel officers & soldiers.

        James Hurldy, Henry Burch, Henry L. Mud & Dr. Samuel Mud have enrolled a number of the slaves for the purpose of taking us south for
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