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Paul told Timothy that the Word of God was profitable in the Christian life. It is through the study and practical application of biblical truths that the Christian can live the victorious life. The Abundant Truth Bible Reference Series is designed to strengthen, uplift, and instruct believers through the study of God’s Word.

In this publication

In this commentary, we will examine one of the pastoral letters of Paul. In his epistle to Titus, the Christian learns of the controversies and challenges facing the early church. The Christian is reminded to be demonstrators of the gospel message in private and public affairs. In doing so, the gospel of Christ is adorned.
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Authorship & Historical Setting
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Authorship

No valid debate surrounds the authorship of this epistle. 

The personal reference in this letter establishes Paul as its author. There are no formal arguments against Pauline authorship.

Historical Setting

Somewhere around A.D. 63, Paul wrote this letter. He had previously sent Titus to Crete as an apostolic emissary. Paul sent Titus to set structure, order, and leadership to the churches on Crete.

Audience

This letter was written to Titus, a Greek convert (Galatians 2:3) and son of Paul, through the gospel. Though Titus mentioned in Acts, we know from the other epistles that he accompanied Paul and exercised leadership in the early churches. 

Purpose and Intent

Paul had four main reasons to write this letter to Titus. 

1.Establish Titus in his apostolic commission to Crete

2.Give Titus instructions concerning the Judaizers

3.Impart godly instructions for the Cretian believers 

4.Prepare Titus to receive Artemas or Tychicus who would replace him.

Hence, Paul wrote to remind Jude of his purpose on Crete and to ensure that the believers at Crete walked upright according to the gospel. Paul also wrote to instruct Titus to handle the Judaizers who had infiltrated the churches of God; trying to bring the people back to the Jewish religion and ritual.

About Crete

To understand the context in which Paul wrote this letter, we must understand the spiritual climate of the island of Crete. Crete is located in southeast t Greece. It was a part of the Roman Empire, conquered in 67 B.C. 

The Cretans were known for their moral depravity and spiritual idolatry. Crete also had a visible Jewish presence. Jewish Cretans were among those present at Pentecost  (Acts 2:11).

Divisions

Though this letter brief, it can be divided into five distinct parts.

1.Salutation (Chapter 1:1-4) 

2.Titus’ Commission & Challenge (Chapter 1:5-16) 

3.Titus’ Charge to the Domestic Life (Chapter 2:1-15)  

4.Titus’ Charge to Civic & Community Life (Chapter 3:1-11) 

5.Titus’ Coming to Paul & Benediction (Chapter 3:12-15 

The Christian’s Response

This letter is called a pastoral letter since its intent is to give instructions to a pastor. However, the Christian pastor/leader should gain strength and boldness to stand in the faith in societies that are opposed to the truth. The Christian laymen is challenged to live according to the godly principles of the Christian faith that the gospel of Christ be adorned through their lives.
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Salutation
(Chapter 1:1-4)
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Paul opens his letter by identifying himself. Unlike some of his other letters, he makes no specific mention of the others that are with him. 

Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus  Christ... Titus 1:1a (KJV)  

Paul’s Introduction

Paul refers to himself as a servant of God; that is, he was the bondman or slave of God. He, in effect, declared he had no choice in his servitude; rather, he gave himself no other choice but to be the servant of God. Again, Paul affirms his apostleship, one who is sent or commissioned, by Christ. His affirmation of his office is not to establish or prove his authority in this instance, but rather a statement of his purpose in God.

...according to the faith of God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness. Titus 1:1b (KJV)  

Paul continues by stating the parameters of his apostleship. He is commissioned to minister to those who are and who will become the elect of God through faith in Christ. 

Elect 

The elect of God has acknowledged the truth of God in Christ and Paul’s apostleship is in demonstration of the truth which is characterized by godliness; that is, moral uprightness in light of God’s standards.  In hope of eternal life, which God, that  cannot  lie, promised  before the world began. Titus 1:2 (KJV)

Paul  then  states  the  goal  of  his  apostleship. He labors in hope of eternal life, which was promised by God. God’s promises are eternal; hence, the promise of eternal life is rightly said to be before the world began. Salvation  was not  an afterthought  following man’s fall in the Garden. This promise came from a God who cannot lie. It was part of intentional purpose.  

But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed unto me according to the commandment of God our Saviour. Titus 1:3 (KJV)  

Though God’s salvation was part of His eternal purpose, God presently had manifested His word (promise of redemption and eternal life) through preaching. Preaching is God’s vehicle to reveal salvation.

The Recipient

Paul concludes his brief analysis of his apostleship by affirming that preaching is a defining characteristic of his call as an apostle. He fulfills his apostolic commission by the command (charge, commission, order) of God.

To Titus, mine own son after the common faith... Titus 1:4a (KJV)  

Paul  identifies  the recipient of his epistle: Titus. He is Paul’s son through the common faith. The common faith is the faith of Jesus Christ. Titus apparently was a convert of Paul and subsequently a follower of Paul during his ministry.  

“Son” denotes that Paul imparted wisdom, knowledge, instruction, and even himself into Titus through their connection in Christ. This letter is a demonstration of this.  

Grace, mercy, and peace, from  God the  Father  and the Lord Jesus  Christ our Saviour. Titus 1:4 (KJV)  

Customary of the apostles, Paul pronounces a blessing upon Titus, desiring God’s grace, mercy, and peace to be upon Titus. Again, as in the other letters, Paul makes a clear theological statement concerning the distinctiveness of the Father and of the Son, though they are one.  

The Christian Application

The opening verses in the letter demonstrate how the Christian is to view their lives. Paul called himself a servant (slave); Christians must recognize that they are children of God and servants. The Christian’s life is to be in service to God without excuse and exception. 

The Christian has the hope of eternal life; this should fuel their service to God. The Christian should  desire  God’s  grace,  mercy,  and  peace to abound in the Church. 
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Titus’ Commission & Challenge 
(Chapter 1:5-16)
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After his introduction, Paul transitions into his reason for writing the letter.  

For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee: Titus 1:5 (KJV)

The intent of the letter unfolds as Paul reminds Titus of the reason that he left him in  Crete. Paul wanted to remind Titus of his commission in Crete and challenge him concerning the Judaizers. Previously established churches needed qualified, trained leaders to be assigned to them.  

Titus’ Charge

Titus was to oversee this process with Paul’s instruction and endorsement. He continues by reaffirming the necessary qualifications for leaders (compare with 1 Timothy 3:1-7).  

If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of riot or unruly. For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre; But  a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate; Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine  both to  exhort and  to convince the gainsayers. Titus 1:6-9 (KJV)  

Before examining the qualifications, let us consider quickly the word bishop (verse7). In the early church, the term bishop (Greek ἐπίσκοποςG1985) means overseer. It referred to a man charged with the duty of seeing that things to be done by others are done properly. 
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