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 Crazy patchwork with embroidered embellishments

Crazy patchwork is a fascinating craft. Take your
patchwork designs to a whole new level by embellishing the patches
with your favorite embroidery stitches, ribbons, braids, buttons
and beads. The beautiful squares of patchwork you create can be
used to make quilts, cushion covers, wall hangings, scarves and
evening-bags. Cover small boxes with crazy patchwork to use for
keeping your favorite jewelry and other treasures. Even drapes can
be made of crazy patchwork in silk, satin and velvet – or all three
combined and richly embroidered and beaded. Just think what a
precious heirloom they would eventually become in your family.

Crazy patchwork is a good use for all those scraps of
fabric and trimmings taking up space in your closet. If you are a
quilter you will probably have a stash of fabrics to choose from,
if not start purchasing fabric every time you see something in your
favorite colors and designs. You will soon have sufficient fabric
to begin the project of your choice.

Collect oddments of braid, cord, lace and ribbons as
well as beads that take your fancy. It’s so much easier to design
an item around what you have in your fabric stash than to go out
looking for what you want. If you are an avid crazy patchwork
quilter you will see potential in many things lying around the
house. Pieces of cord or thick yarn can be used to cover seams and
off-cuts of lace, no matter how small, can be used to embellish a
piece of crazy patchwork.

What is crazy
patchwork?

 Crazy patchwork is making squares with
uneven sized patches joined together. The squares or oblongs are
then joined together to form the quilt or whatever you are making.
You can allow your imagination free reins; it’s a lot of fun and
easy to do.

There are various ways of making crazy patchwork; I
guess none of them are strictly right or wrong. You should be
having fun with this craft, so which ever way you decide to do it,
the end result will be a work of art and totally unique.

Requirements for crazy
patchwork

Muslin

Enough pieces of
fabric in colors and designs of your choice to make an attractive
design

Matching thread to sew
patchwork together

A stash of embroidery
threads

A pair of sharp
cutting out scissors

A small sharp pair of
embroidery scissors

Paper and pencil if
you wish to make templates

Tape measure

Embroidery needles

Dressmakers’ pins

Sewing needles or
sewing machine

Thimble

Embroidery hoop
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Embellishments: ribbon, braid, cord, lace, ribbon
roses, beads, buttons and crochet flowers. Narrow leather thongs,
thick wool, bias binding folded double lengthwise can all be used
for the seams. Use your imagination and look around your home to
see what can used if you run out of braid and ribbon.

Embroidery stitches used in this book:

 Blanket
stitch
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This stitch is used for sewing on cord, lace and
making a neat trimming on the seams of patches.

Cross stitch
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This elementary stitch is very popular and very
attractive. Although it’s easy it needs to be kept in uniformity to
give a good neat finish.

The cross stitch is in the form of an X – which means
that it’s made from 2 half straight stitches sewn at an angle /////
and \\\\\\

The crosses must all be crossed in the same
direction

Start off by making a row of half stitches in one
direction (the direction will depend on whether you are right or
left-handed) /////

Then work back \\\\\\ to complete the X

Feather stitch

 This
decorative stitch can be used for attaching cord and ribbon and to
decorate seams. It is an attractive embroidery stitch and is often
used in decorative embroidery
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The easiest way to learn to do feather stitch is to
first practice on a piece of fabric on which you have drawn 3
horizontal lines.

Start with a knot at the back of the work and draw
the thread through the 1st line
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Bring the needle from the front of the work on the
1st line to the back and then to the front again on the
middle line in one movement, holding the thread down with your
thumb so that it will be under the point of the needle when you
pull the thread through the fabric.

Place needle in 3rd line at an angle so
that it will come out in the middle line keeping the thread under
the needle. When the needle has been pulled through the fabric the
thread will form a loop. Feather stitch is a series of half chain
stitches.
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Next row place needle in 1st line bringing
it at a slant to the middle line, once more keeping the thread
under the point of the needle, 1 stitch is done on the
1st line to the middle line, next stitch from
3rd line to middle line
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French knots
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These little knots are often used for the centers of
flowers or as filler for various motifs.

It is preferable to make French knots with the fabric
stretched on an embroidery frame as you need both hands to make a
perfect French knot.

Start with a knot on the wrong side

Draw the thread through from the back to the front of
work

Hold the thread taut quite close to the fabric
between the thumb and index finger

Hold the needle close to the fabric and wind thread
round needle 3 times while the other hand is still pulling the
thread taut

With the thread still taut insert needle in the
center of the knot and gently pull through to the back of work

It’s actually very simple with a little practice you
will soon be making perfect French knots. The size of the French
knot will depend on the thickness of the thread or floss you are
using and how many times you wind the thread around the needle.

Herringbone stitch

 This is a series of crosses with a small
cross on the top and bottom of the cross. Practice by drawing 2
horizontal lines to keep your stitching straight.

Beginning with a knot pull thread to the right side
of fabric on the top line

Point needle in slanting position to bottom line make
small stitch pointing needle to the left

Pull thread through and then point needle to the top
line in slanting position making a small stitch on top line
pointing needle to the left

Herringbone stitch is a series of straight
stitches
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Lazy daisy stitch
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Start with a knot and pull thread through to the
right side at the bottom of the petal

Hold thread down with thumb

Insert needle in the same place at the bottom of the
petal

Draw the needle to the back and bring it out at the
top of the petal – still holding the thread down with thumb

Place thread at the back of the needle before pulling
needle through fabric. Be careful not to pull the thread too
tightly or you will spoil the shape of the petal.

Now make a small stitch on the top of the petal to
secure it

Insert needle back into front of work into the bottom
of the next petal and repeat procedure

Chain stitch

 Chain
stitch is a series of lazy daisy links forming a chain and used for
decorative edgings on items and as a filler-stitch for larger
motifs.
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It is done the same way as lazy daisy stitch, the
only difference being that when the needle comes through the fabric
at the top of the petal hold down the thread with the thumb and
insert the needle in the same place, and bring it out again at the
top of the next loop of the chain.

Long and short stitch

 This stitch is much the same as satin
stitch and is used to fill in larger areas.
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Begin at the edge of a motif making one long and one
short stitch, keeping the long stitches the same length and the
short ones the same. Sew stitches close together as in satin
stitch.

Next row you should start stitching where stitches
ended, making the short one long and the long one short keeping the
stitches in line and close together.

Carry on working long and short stitches until motif
has been completely covered

Long and short stitch is the ideal stitch to use when
you want to gradually change the shade of the color you are using.
Make each row of stitches lighter – usually the ending is done in
the darkest shade

Running stitch or straight stitch
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Running stitch is a series of straight stitches
evenly spaced – spaces between stitches should be the same length
as the stitches.

Satin stitch
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This is a series of straight stitches sewn close
together. It is used for filling in motifs

Stem stitch
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This quick and easy stitch is used for outlining
designs and the stems of flowers, can also be used to sew on narrow
ribbon down the center

Crazy
patchwork
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Begin by cutting a piece of muslin the size you want
your square to be
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