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Chapter One
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A very old man who looked twenty-five looked down at Aniok Island, an isolated place just off the coast of lower Alaska. 

He spoke to his companion, a very old woman who looked the same age. “This is perfect. The island is so isolated we won’t have to spend any resources keeping ourselves hidden.” 

“Such foul weather. Clouds, fog and storms.” 

“Those things no longer concern us.” 

“But they’re ugly and they hide everything.” 

“They’ll hide us.” 

The woman shook her head. “It has so few humans. How will we eat?”

The man grew irritated. “We’re close to settlements on the mainland. Plenty of tender necks to feed on there. We come back to safety and security.” 

Her eyes picked up movement in the forests. She focused on the furry creatures. “Why are there so many bears?” 

“Good question.”

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter Two


[image: ]


Sergeant Kate Matthews flexed her powerful, curvy body and threw the 200-pound deputy ten feet across the room. Her voice was deep, commanding. She seldom smiled. “Does anyone have any questions about the Hane Goshi hip throw?” She turned around the large mat. Sheriff’s deputies sat on all four sides. She said, “Good. Practice. Concentrate. We’ll meet again tomorrow.”

She strode out of the room. Her face never changed from its authoritarian expression. 

After she changed out of her workout clothes and walked into the main squad room of the Aniok Island Sheriff’s office. Sheriff Hank Thursby waved her into his office.

She sat across from him. Sheriff Thursby carried his office with ease. He’d been Sheriff of Aniok Island for twenty years. He said, “Sarge, we need another deputy. I want you to invite John Dunnigan.” 

“I don’t want to do it. He’s a wimp and a loser with nothing to recommend him. I don’t think he’d bring anything to the department.”

“I appreciate your honesty, but it has to be done.” His tone became persuasive. “He’s got a good military record.”

“I respect your judgment. I’ll do as you ask. He’s going to disappoint us though.”

“I don’t think so. He’ll be in the Outriders Saloon this evening. Talk to him at least.”

Kate stood up. “I’ll do that. Maybe he has something I haven’t seen.”

She’d gotten halfway to the door when Thursby called her back. He stood next to her. His eyes were full of sympathy. “Kate. If he accepts, I want you to perform the ceremony.”

Kate looked at him in panic. “Me? Now? I can’t.” A small tear appeared in each eye. She didn’t reach up to wipe them away.

“It’s been a year. You have to rejoin the living sometime. You’re too young to live like a nun.”

She nodded. The tears ran down her face and fell to the floor. She said, “Are you sure?”

“Yes. You used to be firm and solid. You’re starting to get mean.”

She said, “I know. I don’t like it either.”

“Good. See what you can do.”

Aniok Island is at the southern tip of Alaska’s border with Canada. It’s fogged in 250 days a year and lashed by storms another 50. 

Native Americans of the Anvik tribe settled the island originally. White men found the island and stayed. As they intermarried with the Anvik women, they found themselves changing into a werebear on their wedding night. Suddenly, they could run at a speed of 35 miles an hour for days on end, stand ten feet tall and weigh over a thousand pounds.

The tribe isolated itself on the southern tip of the island. In order to keep their secret, they became the law enforcement effort on the island. The semi-military discipline of law enforcement and the need to keep themselves safe meant they could control who came in or out of their little compound.

Kate dressed in a short, red dress that showed off her curves. She liked the way she looked now. She hadn’t in high school, but that was before the illness.

She walked into the Outriders Saloon on a Wednesday night. The Saloon had fifteen men and women in it. She knew most of them. She glanced carefully to the sides searching for two kinds of men; John Dunnigan and any male who liked to look at her.

He wasn’t in the room. She remembered him from her senior year in high school. He weighed no more than 170 pounds spread out over a six foot one-inch frame. He spent most of his effort and time trying to hide from everyone. She shook her head. Hardly proper deputy material.

She saw a stranger and dismissed him quickly as she took in his six foot six-inch frame and massive muscles. She watched the stranger look at the mirror over the bar and catch sight of her. He turned away quickly and moved to a booth far back in a corner of the room

She continued to make herself available and move from spot to spot. Without thinking about it, she found herself standing next to the stranger’s table. She heard a deep, masculine voice say, “Kate. I can see you’re looking for someone. Can I help?”

She had to look at him three times before it registered that he was the man she wanted. She tried to study his face, but he kept it pointed straight ahead. She walked around the table and sat down. Now, she saw an older John Dunnigan; older, but still the same weak, shy man who shouldn’t be wearing a deputy’s uniform. She sat down at the table.

“John. I’ve got an offer for you. Sheriff Thursby thinks you’d make a fine deputy.” She paused. “I remember you from high school. I didn’t see the makings of a lawman at that time. I still don’t. The Sheriff has a different opinion. The job pays well if you’d like to take it.” She waited to give him a chance to refuse. 

He didn’t. In fact, he said, “This sounds good to me. I was an MP in the Marines. I know the job, and I like doing it.”

Kate sat back in her chair. She looked at John without seeing him. Her own self-pity took up all of her attention. “Look, doing guard duty at some stateside military lockup isn’t the same. Anyway, in case it hasn’t sunk in yet, I don’t want you to take the job. I’ve disliked you as long as I’ve known you. I’ll be your only partner. For as long as you work here. There’s another thing. Are you listening?”

John nodded. “Yes. I hear every word you say.”

“You can’t get out. We
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