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कपाली कुंडली भीमो भैरवो भीमविक्रम: l

व्यालोपवीती कवची शूली शूरः शिवप्रिय: ll

एतानि दशनामानि प्रातरुत्थाय य: पठेत् l

भैरवी यातना न स्याद भयं क्वापि न जायते ll
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kapālī kuṃḍalī bhīmo bhairavo bhīmavikramaḥ l

vyālopavītī kavacī śūlī śūraḥ śivapriyaḥ ll

etāni daśanāmāni prātarutthāya yaḥ paṭhet l

bhairavī yātanā na syād bhayaṃ kvāpi na jāyate ll
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To listen to this Bhairava Dashanama stotra, visit the link below. 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/oaV1m1hzruE
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कपाली

He who has the skull. We know that lord bhairava took off one of the heads of brahma and used his skull as a beggar bowl to put an end to his pride.

Another interpretation is he who is wears skulls as his ornaments. 

Skull is the part inside which the brain is safe, this indicates that bhairava destroys the pride we gain through knowledge and wisdom (vidyaa mada) and takes us towards god realization.
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कुंडली

He who is adorned with ear rings.

Ear rings is a notable feature of Bhramhachari appearance, as the ear rings are the ornament to ears. They are is used by brahmacharis (celibate students learning the Vedic scriptures). Ear ring acts as a symbol for learning through listening. Vedas are traditional taught orally. Hence Vedas are called shruti (that which is heard and learnt by listening.)

Kundala is a symbol of this auditory learning skill. 

Hence brahmachari deities like Vatuka Bhairava, hanuman etc. are adorned with ear rings. 

Most of the vatuka bhairava dhyana shlokas (verses of visualization) describe the lord bhairava with kundala on his ears. 

“करकलितकपालः कुण्डली दण्डपाणिः”

“karakalitakapālaḥ kuṇḍalī daṇḍapāṇiḥ”

He has skull in his hand, wears ear rings, holds a staff on his other hand. 

“वन्दे बालं स्फटिकसदृशं कुण्डलोद्भासिगण्डं”

“vande bālaṃ sphaṭikasadṛśaṃ kuṇḍalodbhāsigaṇḍaṃ”

I bow to the little boy whose body complexion is crystal like, whose cheeks are brightened by the brightness of his ear rings. 
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भीमः

Fierce lord.

Bheema means the one who the world fears of. 

It should be definitely noted that the fear is not the outcome of cruelty but because of respect and the greatness and authority of the lord. Everyone fears the lord like a faithful servant fears his master and does his work correctly and like a son fears his father and obeys him.

That is described in the Vedas 

भीषास्मात् वातः पवते  भीषोदेति सूर्यः भीषास्मादग्निश्चेन्द्रश्च मृत्युर्धावाति पञ्चम इति 

bhīṣāsmāt vātaḥ pavatē  bhīṣōdēti sūryaḥ  bhīṣāsmādagniścendraśca mṛtyurdhāvāti pañcama iti

The air flows, the sun rises, the fire burns and the lord Indra rules the demigods, the death runs with fear for the almighty lord. 

This is the name of Shiva in the form of space.  

This is also a name praised in the Vedas 

नम उग्रायच भीमायच 

nama ugrāyaca bhīmāyaca
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भैरवः

Bhairava in general means formidable, awful, horrible, terrific, terrible, horrid

Lord of terror

rava means cry, roar yell etc. 

The word ‘bhai’ – indicates fear or terror, bhairava is the one whose roar is terrific and fierce. 

Shankara in his kala bhairavashtakam say 

attahAsa Binna padmajAndakOSa santatim 

He whose laughter destroys a multitude of brahmandas. If his loud laughter can do this much of destruction, then we can imagine how much destruction can his war cry cause. Hence, he is called bhairava. 
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Bhīmavikramaḥ
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भीमविक्रमः

One who is tremendous in power or strength.

He whose valour is terrible or tremendous. 

He who has the quality of terrific prowess

Adi shankara in his kala bhairavashtakam addresses lord bhairava as ‘Bheemavikramam’ in shloka 3
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