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  Introduction

   
  Whether you call them tank tops or camisoles, sleeveless tops have become wardrobe staples. Worn on its own, a tank can make sultry weather more comfortable. Layered over another top or under a jacket when the temperature dips, a camisole adds color and texture to a simple outfit. The sculptural nature of crochet makes it a wonderful medium for designing these versatile tops.


  My personal style tends toward the classic and conservative, and you’ll find pieces in this collection that fit that mold. I think of these as “grown-up” tops, with wider shoulders and high armholes that won’t expose your underwear. You can easily toss them on over a skirt or pair of jeans and go.


  If you tend to gravitate toward funkier, more contemporary silhouettes, this book contains pieces for you, too. With skinny straps, asymmetrical hemlines, and interesting wraps, these tanks would be right at home with shorts or a maxi skirt at a summer music festival.


  Whatever your style or your skill level, I hope you’ll find pieces in this collection that you want to make part of your wardrobe. My goal is not to design cool projects, but to design clothing you actually want to wear. It is my wish that you will enjoy working with this book and will end up with a closet full of tanks, tunics, and camisoles you are proud to say you made yourself.

  

  Yarn


  The yarns selected for the projects in this book are what I think of as “summer yarns”—cotton, linen, silk, rayon, and blends of those fibers. These yarns create cool, airy fabrics and make stitchwork pop.



        [image: Standard Yarn Weight System GUIDELINES ONLY: The above reflect the most commonly used gauges and needle or hook sizes for specific yarn categories. ** Lace weight yarns are usually knitted or crocheted on larger needles and hooks to create lacy, openwork patterns. Accordingly, a gauge range is difficult to determine. Always follow the gauge stated in your pattern.*** Steel crochet hooks are sized differently from regular hooks—the higher the number, the smaller the hook, which is the reverse of regular hook sizing. Source: Craft Yarn Council of America’s www.YarnStandards.com]


       

   

  Of course, you should feel free to use whatever yarn you wish for your crochet projects. When making substitutions, consider fiber content and yarn construction as well as gauge. When we crochet or knit, we are creating a fabric with unique qualities of texture and drape. A polyester chenille may work to the same gauge as a plied linen, but you’ll have a very different fabric. These differences will affect the way the finished piece fits and hangs on the body. When in doubt, make a generous swatch with the yarn in the stitch pattern you are considering. Evaluate the swatch critically. Ask yourself if you’ll be happy wearing a tank or camisole made with this fabric.


  Many of the yarns I’ve used are machine washable, which is a great attribute for any garment worn in warm weather. But beware: Yarns made with lots of cotton and/or linen may shrink when laundered. If you don’t take this shrinkage into account, you’ll be disappointed when your tank fits only until you first wash it.


  For the samples made with machine washable yarns, I “blocked” both my gauge swatches and my finished samples by adding them to a regular load of laundry and running them through the washer and dryer. I wanted to be sure I was treating them just as I would if they were part of my wardrobe. This laundering caused most of the cotton and linen pieces to shrink, some significantly so.


  The gauge shown in the patterns for all the designs is “after blocking.” That means that the gauge includes shrinkage in the wash. While you are making the piece, it will look too big and too long. Don’t worry–if your “after blocking” gauge matches the gauge specified in the pattern, your piece will shrink to the correct size when you wash it.


  Of course, the care you give the finished garment should be governed by the care instructions on the yarn label. While most of the cotton and linen yarns will happily tolerate machine washing and drying, some projects are made with more delicate fibers that will require hand washing. When in doubt, refer to the label on your yarn.



  Gauge


  Gauge is listed for each design in this book. This is simply a statement of how many stitches and how many rows are needed to make a 4"/10 cm square using the yarn and stitch pattern specified. If you do not match this gauge your tank will not turn out the size you planned. Isn’t it worth a small investment of time up front to make sure your time isn’t wasted making a piece that doesn’t fit?


  The yarn amounts called for in these patterns include a bit extra for use in testing your gauge.


  To test your gauge, begin by making a swatch at least 5"/12.7 cm square in the pattern stitch indicated. Block your swatch by washing and drying it the way you intend to wash and dry the finished garment. Then measure off a 4"/10 cm square in the center of your swatch and count the stitches and rows. If you have more stitches in 4"/10 cm than the pattern specifies, use a larger hook. If you have fewer stitches in 4"/10 cm than is called for, use a smaller hook. Adjust your hook size until you can match the gauge specification.

  

  Fit


  The bust measurement listed for each pattern is the actual finished garment measurement.


  These tanks and tunics are intended to comfortably skim the body, with a fit that is neither skin tight nor oversized. To achieve this fit, choose the size which is closest to, but not smaller than, your actual bust measurement. If you are making one of the longer tunic designs, base your size choice on the larger of your bust or hip measurement.

  

  Abbreviations

        [image: ch chain dc double crochet dc2tog double crochet 2 together dec decrease (d) hdc half double crochet hdc2tog half double crochet 2 together hdc3tog half double crochet 3 together inc increase (d) patt pattern rem remain (s) (ing) rep repeat rnd(s) round(s) RS right side sc single crochet sc2tog single crochet 2 together sc3tog single crochet 3 together sk skip sl st slip stitch sp(s) space(s) st(s) stitch(es) WS wrong side yo yarn over]


  




 



   Projects
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  Is there any silhouette more flattering than a wrap? With its deep V-neck and built-in waist definition, this feminine top will pair well with tailored skirts and pants.


  SKILL LEVEL


  Intermediate


  SIZES


  Women’s Extra Small (Small, Medium, Large, Extra Large, 2X Large)


  FINISHED MEASUREMENTS


  Bust: 32 (36½, 40, 44½, 48, 52½ )"/81.5 (93, 101.5, 113, 122, 133.5) cm


  YARN


  Patons Silk Bamboo, light weight #3 yarn (70% viscose from bamboo, 30% silk; 102 yd./2.2 oz., 93 m/65 g per skein)


  • 6 (7, 8, 9, 10, 11) skeins #85219 Sea


  HOOKS & NOTIONS


  • US size H-8/5 mm crochet hook


  • Removable stitch markers or safety pins


  • Tapestry needle


  GAUGE


  14 sts and 11 rows in Brick Stitch patt = 4"/10 cm


  PATTERN NOTES


  • Folsom is worked in one piece from the bottom up. The only seams are at the shoulders.


  • The stitch count in this pattern changes from row to row. Count stitches at the end of RS double crochet rows only.


  • Turning chain is not counted as a stitch.


  STITCH PATTERN


  Brick Stitch Pattern


  Row 1 (WS): Ch1, sc in first dc, ch2, sk next dc, sc in sp between last skipped st and next dc, *ch2, sk next 2 dc, sc in sp between last skipped st and next dc; rep from * to end, ending with sc in 3rd ch of beginning ch-3.


  Row 2 (RS): Ch3, 2 dc in each ch-2 sp to last ch-2 sp, dc in last ch-2 sp, dc in last sc.


  Rep Rows 1–2 for patt.
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  Back


  Ch 169 (189, 211, 231, 253, 273).


  Row 1 (RS): Dc in 4th ch from hook, dc in each ch to end. 166 (186, 208, 228, 250, 270) dc.


  Work 5 rows in Brick St patt.


  Next row (RS): Ch3, [2 dc in ch-2 sp] 26 times, place
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  Yarn Resources


  Iam deeply grateful to the following companies for providing the beautiful yarn used for the projects in this book. While many of these yarns are readily available at your local yarn shop or craft store, you can also purchase directly from the companies at the websites shown below.


  Berroco


  www.berroco.com


  Crystal Palace Yarns


  www.straw.com


  Fiesta Yarns


  www.fiestayarns.com


  Kollage Yarns


  www.kollageyarns.com


  LB Collection


  www.lionbrand.com


  Louet North America


  www.louet.com


  Patons and Bernat


  www.yarnspirations.com


  Premier Yarns and Deborah Norville Collection


  www.premieryarns.com


  Quince & Co.


  www.quinceandco.com


  Universal Yarn, Fibra Natura, and Nazli Gellin


  www.universalyarn.com
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Standard Yarn Weight System

Categories of yarn, gauge ranges,and recommended needle and hook sizes

e @D @D @ @ @ @

SECIETES SUPER FINE FINE LIGHT MEDIUM BULKY SUPERBULKY  JUMBO
Type of Yarns Fingering, Sock, Sport, DK, Worsted,  Chunky, Bulky, Jumbo,
in Category 10-Count  Fingering, Baby Light Afghan, Craft, Roving Roving
Crochet Baby Worsted Aran Rug
Thread
Knit Gauge Range 3340 27-32 2326 2124 16-20 1215 71 6sts
in Stockinette Stitch sts** sts sts st sts sts sts and
to 4inches* fewer
Recommended Needle 1.5-2.25 225-3.25 3.25-3.75 3.75-4.5 45-5.5 5.5-8 8-12.75 12.75 mm
in Metric Size Range mm mm mm mm mm mm mm and
larger
Recommended Needle 000to 1 1to3 3to5 5t07 7t09 9to 11 1to17 17 and
in U.S. Size Range larger
Crochet Gauge Ranges 32-42 21-32 16-20 127 1-14 811 7-9 6sts
in Single Crochet double sts sts sts sts sts sts and
to4 inches* crochets™ fewer
Recommended Hook Steel*** 22535 35-45 4555 5565 65-9 915 15mm
in Metric Size Range 16-1.4mm mm mm mm mm mm mm and larger
Regular hook
225mm
Recommended Hook Steel B-Tto E-4to 7to 1-9to K-102 M-13 Q
in U.S. Size Range 6,7,8" E-4 7 19 K-10"2 toM-13 t0Q and
Regular hook B-1 larger

* GUIDELINES ONLY: The above reflect the most commonly used gauges and needle or hook sizes for specific yarn categories.
** Lace weight yams are sually knitted or crocheted on larger needles and hooks to create lacy, openwork patters.
Accordingly,a gauge range is difficult to determine. Always follow the gauge stated in your patter.
#*+ Steel crochet hooks are sized differently from regular hooks—the higher the number,the smaller the hook,which is the reverse of regular hook sizing.

Source: Craft Yarn Council of America’s www.YarnStandards.com
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