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			Arthur Conan Doyle

			Scottish writer

			
					Born in Edinburgh, Scotland in 1859

					Died in Crowborough in 1930

					Notable works:	The Speckled Band (1892) - short story

	The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes (1892) - collection of short stories

	The Hound of the Baskervilles (1902) - novel




			

			Born in 1859 in Edinburgh, Scotland, Arthur Conan Doyle was a doctor and did not begin writing until 1885. He created his most celebrated character Sherlock Holmes with his first short story A Study in Scarlet. He did not achieve immediate success and was forced to continue working as a doctor until 1890 when he was finally able to devote himself entirely to writing. It was at this time that he published four novels including The Hound of the Baskervilles and The Lost World, along with fifty-six short stories including his most famous work The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes. 

			Conan Doyle felt obstructed by the success of Sherlock Holmes and killed him off in The Last Problem in the hope of devoting himself to science fiction. However, amid pressure from his readers, Holmes reappeared ten years later in Conan Doyle’s 1905 series The Return of Sherlock Holmes. 

			Sir Conan Doyle died in England in 1930. 

		


		
			The Hound of the Baskervilles

			Sherlock Holmes and the Baskerville Curse

			
					Genre: crime novel

					Reference edition: Conan Doyle, A. (1901) The Hound of the Baskervilles. The Strand Magazine, vol. 22/23, pp. 448-551.

					First edition: 1901

					Themes: investigation, mystery, evil, magic

			

			The Hound of the Baskervilles was first serialised in a magazine in 1901 before being published 1902. It tells the tale of the Baskervilles, a family who have reportedly been under a curse for many years, with an evil spirit appearing when family members who have not lived a moral life die. This legend seems to become a startling reality when Sir Charles Baskerville, one of Holmes’ contemporaries, dies, seemingly in a state of terror on hearing devilish shrieking. 

			The atmosphere of premeditated crime, the mixture of myth and science, psychological analysis and extraordinary investigative logic which flow throughout this text are typical of Conan Doyle’s literary style.

		


		
			Summary

			Chapters 1-2

			Dr. Mortimer visits Sherlock Holmes to ask for his help in a troublesome matter. He tells Holmes of the Baskerville family, living under a curse since the Middle Ages when Hugo Baskerville, a cruel and vicious master, sold his soul to the devil to help him in abducting a girl who had escaped. It seemed that the devil had held him to his word when Hugo’s friends found him dead, being ravaged by an enormous dog - “a foul thing, a great, black beast” (p. 455) - with the girl lying dead beside him. 

			Mortimer takes care to explain that Charles Baskerville who has just died seemed to believe in and indeed fear the legend of the Baskerville curse. He was found dead with a look of terror on his face by a gate leading to the moor where the paw prints of a huge dog were found. 

			Chapter 3

			Many of those living on the estate had apparently heard howling from the legendary beast. Henry Baskerville, Charles’ nephew and only heir, seeks to take possession of the manor; this is why Mortimer wants Holmes, with his pragmatic and scientific approach, on the case. After taking a day to reflect on the matter, Holmes tells Watson the conclusion he has drawn about Charles Baskerville’s death: he must have been waiting for someone next to the gate to the moors and must have lost his mind at the sight of something terrifying. 

			Chapter 4

			Charles’ heir Henry comes to see Holmes having received an anonymous letter at his hotel warning him to avoid the moors if he wants to stay alive. More mysteriously still, one of his shoes has disappeared. Holmes notices that someone wearing a false beard and travelling in a carriage is spying on Henry and Mortimer.

			Chapter 5

			Holmes deduces the following:

			
					Barrymore, the Baskervilles’ servant, is not the spy since he was on the moors and responded to a telegram Holmes sent as a way to check. 

					The note Henry received was cut and pasted from a newspaper. This newspaper is not distributed in any London hotels. 

					The spy’s coach-driver insists that he knows nothing of this man, only that he had told him his name was Holmes. The real Holmes realises that this man could be a real threat.

			

			Chapters 6-7

			On arriving in the moors, Henry is impressed by the wild landscapes of his ancestors, while Watson who has accompanied him is struck by the melancholy nature of his surroundings. They learn that a convict who was imprisoned for murder has recently escaped and is hiding out somewhere in the area. Watson meets one of the Baskervilles’ neighbours Stapleton, who claims to know the moors better than anyone. He seems very interested in Watson and Holmes’ investigation with regards to the legend of the hound. His sister, having mistaken Watson for Henry, secretly warns him to leave the moors as soon as possible.

			Chapters 8-10

			Watson sends his reports which are principally focussed on the following people and important events:

			
					The police are looking for an escaped convict on the moors. He is in fact the son of the Baskervilles’ servant Mrs. Barrymore. She and her family have taken him in.

					Henry has shown great affection towards Miss Stapleton, the sister of Mr. Stapleton - a naturalist who lives nearby. The latter is irritated by their apparent love for one and other, agreeing eventually that Henry has a three-month period to prove his sincere love for Miss Stapleton. 

					Watson and Henry have heard cries and caught sight of an unfamiliar silhouette on the moors. 

					Laura Lyons, the disowned daughter of the Baskervilles’ neighbour Frankland, had asked Charles Baskerville to meet her the night he died. 

			

			Chapter 11

			Watson continues his investigation, following these two leads:

			
					Laura Lyons. She reluctantly admits to having asked Charles for money to put her in a position where she could ask for a divorce. However, she had found financial help elsewhere and therefore never went to meet him. 

					The area where the unknown figure appeared on the horizon is hard to locate. Franklin gives Watson a few clues and lets him survey the moor from his telescope. Studying the rocks, Watson discovers that the figure was in fact Holmes. 

			

			Chapter 12

			Holmes has secretly taken up lodgings on the moor and has made some important discoveries of his own:

			
					Laura Lyons had intimate relations with Stapleton.

					Miss Stapleton is in fact Stapleton’s wife, not his sister.

					Stapleton had caused the school where he taught to go bankrupt and Holmes suspects he is responsible for Charles Baskerville’s death. 

			

			Hearing screams and barking, Holmes and Watson discover Seldon the convict’s body, wearing Henry’s clothes. Holmes deduces that the dog must have chased him because Stapleton had familiarised the dog with Henry’s scent by using the stolen shoe. 

			Chapter 13

			Henry promises Holmes any help he can give. Holmes has a plan that Henry should go to the Stapletons’ house the following day and walk back through the moor. Studying portraits of a long line of Baskervilles, Holmes notices a resemblance between Stapleton and Hugo Baskerville. Meanwhile, Holmes and Watson have called on one of London’s best policeman to help, and he arrives. 

			Chapter 14-15

			Henry carries out the plan and on his way back to the manor an enormous black hound whose “muzzle and hackles and dewlap were outlined in flickering flame” (p. 540) comes bounding out from Stapleton’s property. Holmes, Watson and Lestrade the policeman all shoot at the dog, which on closer inspection, turns out to be a mongrel mix of several large breeds of dog which had been painted with phosphorus. 

			Meanwhile, Stapleton dies in an area of the moors where he had been hiding the dog, drowning in a quagmire. Holmes and his colleagues find Miss Stapleton bound and gagged and set her free. 

			Henry finally learns the whole truth about Stapleton. He was in fact the secret son of Charles Baskerville’s younger brother, and he would inherit the Baskerville fortune only if Henry and Charles both died. To try and ensure that he would indeed be the last surviving heir, he had managed to manipulate his wife, his lover and everyone in the moors, helped by the legend of the demon dog. 

		


		
			Character study

			Sherlock Holmes 

			Sherlock Holmes may be literature’s most famous detective. He tends to work on cases concerning state secrets or high-ranking individuals, he himself being a truly cultured gentleman, interested in music, history and botany. 

			His investigation method is composed of several elements:

			
					Careful observation of everyone and everything connected to the crime. 

					Logical, solitary reflection. 

					Taking note of details which others ignore (e.g. the fact that Stapleton bears a resemblance to Hugo Baskerville).

					Most importantly, learning from others’ mistakes (“in noting your fallacies I was occasionally guided towards the truth” p. 450)

			

			His investigation methodology can be summarised as:

			Induction -> deduction -> analysis of facts and different accounts of the incident -> conclusion and resolution. 

			While Watson and Lestrade do play a role in Holmes’ work, he is always at the heart of the investigation, as shown by this description:

			“[Holmes] was exceedingly loath to communicate his full plans to any other person until the instant of their fulfilment. Partly it came no doubt from his own masterful nature, which loved to dominate and surprise those who were around him. Partly also from his professional caution, which urged him never to take any chances.” (p. 537)

			He has several skills and qualities linked to his detective work:

			
					He is a master of disguise (he hides out on the moors disguising himself as a farmer and living in a rocky hovel).

					He is a good judge of character. 

					He takes note of anything which might help his investigation (different women’s perfumes, newspaper typefaces).

					Even when all evidence points to the paranormal and inexplicable, Holmes stays firmly scientific and grounded; the dog’s howling and the paw prints around Charles’ body convince Mortimer that the legend is true. Holmes on the other hand remains unconvinced.

					He is cold, to-the-point, balanced and hates all emotion. An example of this is how he coldly tells Laura Lyons that Stapleton is married so she will be on his side.

					Watson and Dr. Mortimer are in constant admiration of Holmes. As an expert in phrenology, Mortimer is particularly fascinated by Holmes’ skull - “I had hardly expected so dolichocephalic a skull or such well-marked supra-orbital development... I confess that I covet your skull.’” (p. 452). As such, it seems then than Holmes’ exceptional skills can also be explained through science. 

			

			
				
					Good to know: phrenology

					With major scientific development taking place in the 19th century, several new scientific disciplines emerged, particularly with regards to studying the human body from every possible angle. Among these new disciplines was phrenology. This theory suggests that certain psychological characteristics and mental capacities are evident in how the skull itself is considered. This method however proved ineffective and unreliable and quickly disappeared. 

				

			

			Watson

			Watson is Holmes’ lifelong friend and a doctor. He was attracted by Holmes’ detective work and he is the narrator of all his adventures and his biographer

			
			
			James Mortimer

			
			Charles Baskerville

			
			Henry Baskerville

			
			Stapleton

			
			Miss Stapleton and Laura Lyons
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