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Preface

The current volume includes a selection of paper contributions presented at the XXVIII Conference of the Comparative Education Society in Europe (CESE) held at the University of Cyprus in 2018. The theme ‘Identities and Education: Comparative Perspectives in an Age of Crisis’ served as inspiration for the title of this book. The conference attracted more than four hundred participants from more than fifty countries from all parts of the world. The combination of ‘educated identities’ and a problematization of our current time as one of ‘crisis’ – two classic motifs in the field of comparative education – proved to be highly attractive to scholars of comparative education as well as to many others in the related fields of policy studies, sociology of education, history of education, gender studies, international relations, discourse analysis and sociolinguistics. From the final selection of 278 presented papers which were delivered in seventy-eight working sessions, the CESE Executive Committee and the editors of this volume selected the six papers and five keynote lectures that we present here.

The enormous success of the Nicosia CESE Conference would not have been possible without the committed and continuous support of a whole range of colleagues and institutions, to whom we would like to express our sincere gratitude. First of all, we would like to thank our colleagues on the CESE Executive Committee, Hans-Georg Kotthoff, Paul Morris, Michele Schweisfurth, Eleni Prokou and Carlo Cappa. They were instrumental in the planning and organization of the working groups (WGs) around which the conference was structured and which provide the heart of all CESE conferences.

The overwhelming response to our call for papers meant that it was not possible for the CESE Executive Committee to conduct all working sessions of the conference. A special word of thanks must therefore go to those colleagues who helped coordinate the WGs and (co-)chaired not only WG sessions but also numerous thematically focused panels and cross-thematic sessions: Nelli Piattoeva, Elaine Unterhalter, Miri Yemini, Stavroula Philippou, Irene Psifidou, Yiannis Roussakis, Aristotelis Zmas, Robert Cowen, Marta Moskal, Constandina Charalambous, Maria Eliophotou, Marianna Papastephanou, Miranda Christou and Eleni Theodorou. In addition, we would like to thank the conference hosts, the Department of Education of the University of Cyprus. In this context, we would also like to extend our gratitude to the students of the university’s MA and PhD Programme in Curriculum Studies and Comparative Education, in particular Chara Tritaiou and Christiana Kyprianidou, who made this conference their own, contributing significantly to its success.

Considerable financial support was granted by the Cyprus Tourist Organization, University of Cyprus, Greek Comparative and International Education Society, Cyprus Pedagogical Institute and Cyprus Pedagogical Association. We express our gratitude for the confidence these bodies displayed as they recognized the potential of the society and the conference to inspire thought and discussion about our common educational future.

Finally, we would like to thank all those colleagues who contributed to the conference in Nicosia and whose contributions made this volume possible. Chapter 1 serves as the introduction to the volume, identifying some of the main themes explored in the chapters that follow. At the same time, it also offers a historical genealogy of the motif of educated identity in comparative education as well as a number of lines of thought for understanding how this focus has developed over the last two decades. However, neither this chapter nor the volume as a whole lays claim to providing a ‘complete’ account of the motif of identity. Nor should readers expect to find complete agreement among the contributors. Rather, the collection aims to open up a wide range of significant questions and possible lines of analysis in the hope that these will inspire further dialogues and enquiry in the years to come.

Nicosia and Copenhagen, March 2020
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Educated Identity, Crisis and Comparative Education

Eleftherios Klerides and Stephen Carney

Identity only becomes an issue when it is in crisis, when something assumed to be fixed, coherent and stable is displaced by the experience of doubt and uncertainty. (Mercer 1990: 43)

Introduction

Identities are made and unmade, not least in moments of crisis. These moments may revolve around enduring ethnic conflicts and gender inequalities, deepening poverty, existential boredom, social exclusion and lack of solidarity and optimism, or, for example, the failings of our theories to explain the world. They are also shaped by resurgent populist movements that fuel acts of cultural closure and anti-cosmopolitanism. However, crises are not only about anxiety and the dismantling of identities. They are also moments of possibility and potential. Not only do they trigger discussion about the causes of present-day doubts and difficulties, they also facilitate thought and debate about possible futures and identities in the making. Education, when conceived of as a project of individual and collective identity formation, national and international development, is central to such discussions. While education undoubtedly contributes to creating difficult moments, it is uniquely placed to engage with them and offer new directions for living together.

The main aim of this volume is to explore and problematize our contemporary moment as a time of crisis through the heuristic of identity, and to do so with a comparative gaze. The issue of educated identity as a way of understanding and acting upon the educational world, we argue in this opening chapter of the book, is not a new problematique in the literature of comparative education. Often subject to intense scrutiny during moments of crisis, the issue of identity appears either as an object of study or as an underlying assumption in much research work. This has been so since the modernist beginnings of the field in the nineteenth century. It is a major part of the professional work and intellectual capital of comparativists, to the point that Robert Cowen, in this volume and elsewhere (e.g. Cowen 2009b), depicts ‘educated identity’ as a ‘unit idea’ of the field.

The study of educated identity in comparative education has fundamentally changed over time and is now a dynamic, contested terrain as we come to terms with the complex landscape of the twenty-first century. The traditional conception of identity within comparative education prioritizes its study as originary, fixed and unified and has traditionally been shaped by a focus on the nation state as a main unit of analysis. In recent years, such assumptions have been vigorously challenged by work that sought to historicize, decentre and deconstruct the primacy of subject-focused thought in education (e.g. Tikly 1999; Mason 2006; Carney 2009; Beech 2009; Klerides 2009a). Our argument is here that at least two intersecting developments have been prominent in this regard. First, we have seen radical shifts in the conceptions of identity and the subject across the social sciences and humanities and this has obviously been noticed by comparativists. Second, we are ourselves witnesses to significant changes in international political and economic relations that have produced a very different world order from that within which scholars of comparative education first framed such issues. In light of the new possibilities that these two broad sets of developments have opened up for comparative educational scholarship, the question of what it means to be educated becomes important once more. This volume comprises research work that contributes to the challenge of understanding what it means to be educated in our moment of multiple crises. As importantly, it explores this new landscape of epistemological possibility in ways that provide fresh directions for the study of educated identity in comparative education.

The motif of educated identity in the comparative educational canon

The question of what it means to be educated has long been a central motif in comparative education. Underpinning the nineteenth-century work of educational administrators, such as Horace Mann from the United States, Victor Cousin from France and Matthew Arnold from England, were civic political ideas and ideals of educated identity. As Beech (2006) notes, these early comparativists were appointed by their governments to travel abroad in search for institutions that would help them develop public systems of free and compulsory education. The aim of developing mass schooling was to turn unruly children into disciplined citizens who share perspectives on major issues and participate in politics and economy, respect authority, hierarchy and order and subordinate self-interest to the collective good (Nóvoa 2000).

It was civic political conceptions of modern citizenship that were implicitly deployed in the literature of the ‘modern travellers’ as they sought to address the theme of educated identity and such conceptions inspired educational cross-border attraction and mobility, becoming the basis of understanding educational systems comparatively. As Mann stressed in his report to the Massachusetts Board of Education, ‘if Prussia can pervert the benign influences of education to the support of arbitrary power, we surely can employ them for the support and perpetuation of republican institutions’ (cited in Beech 2006: 4). Similarly, after highlighting ‘the most general causes of the prosperity of primary instruction in Prussia’, Cousin pleaded for transfer to take place: ‘May causes so simple and so prolific be speedily naturalized in our beloved country, and bring forth the same fruits!’ (cited in Beech 2006: 3–4).

The civic political modalities of thinking and acting comparatively in relation to the educated person were made possible by a particular ‘reading of the global’ (Cowen 2000). The global was construed by the early comparativists as a world of incomplete states. Finding ways to build their power capabilities – that is, to aid both the legitimacy of their authority and the control, coordination and mobilization of their populations when this was judged necessary – was of utmost importance for their formation, survival and supremacy in an insecure interstates system. In the context of an emerging antagonistic Westphalian order, schooling became one of the most effective bureaucracies invented, borrowed and implemented in order to enhance the capacity of states to extract human resources in support of their security.

However, in their interpretation
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