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Jesus Christ was last seen on this earth over 2,000 years ago and yet he still remains a topic of great conversation and debate.  Most people have an opinion of one sort or another when it comes to this question – WHO IS JESUS? 

One of the purposes of this book is to help people to discover why this is life’s most important question! Another purpose is to provide the answer; the answer that the Bible provides.  Many people think that because the Bible was written over thousands of years and by many different contributors, it’s just an accidental assortment with nothing tying them all together. As well, many people make the mistake of thinking that Jesus is only written about in the “New Testament” section of the Bible.  

But, as you’ll see, the whole of the Bible - every part of it (even the Law, the Prophets and the Writings of the Old Testament) - has many important and revealing things to say about Him – in fact, that is the main reason it was written in the first place! Why is this?  It is because everything that God could wish for us will depend on us getting to know who Jesus is, and then getting to know him. 

International Bible teacher and radio broadcaster, Brian Johnston, will take you through the Bible from cover to cover in asking the vitally important question: ‘Who is Jesus?’  In the final chapter, he concludes by issuing a compelling challenge to accept why this is the fundamental question and not “Who WAS Jesus?” 
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 
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Recently, American forces have been in action in at least one foreign land.  As with all wars, there have been casualties.  Behind every single casualty, there are families who struggle to come to terms with their loss.  I heard of a rich American whose son was killed many years ago.  The news that his son had died a hero’s death was perhaps little consolation to the grieving father.  Then one day, a soldier arrived at the father’s home to present him with a portrait he’d painted of the man who’d saved his life.  It was the father’s son.  Understandably, that painting became the father’s treasured possession even though he had a very fine art collection, including some by the great masters.  This amateur painting of his dead son was given pride of place in the father’s art collection. 

When in due course the man died, an auction was arranged to sell off all his works of art.  Many art dealers came to bid for the treasures that were among his collection.  The first painting that was to be sold was that of the man’s son by the amateur artist.  But this painting aroused no interest in the assembled company of discerning art lovers.  Instead, there were stirrings of impatience, grumblings as to when the auction would get underway with the sale of the really valuable paintings.  The auctioneer tried to settle his restless audience by assuring them they must simply deal with this one painting first.  “What am I to bid?” he asked.  There was silence.  “Will no-one make me a bid?” Still there was silence. After a great deal of encouragement by the auctioneer for someone to bid, an old gentleman standing at the back bid ten dollars.  “Ten dollars, is that all I’m bid? Are there no higher offers? Going, going ... gone! Sold for ten dollars to the old gentleman at the back of the hall.” 

A huge sigh of relief went up from all around the auction hall.  Now, at last, they’d be able to get down to the real business of the day.  Now for the art treasures! The voice of the auctioneer again brought them to attention.  “Ladies and gentlemen, “he announced. “Today’s auction is now at an end.  I declare it closed.”  There was a gasp from all sides.  “What! What do you mean? It can’t be!” The auctioneer continued, “My instructions state: ‘Whoever takes the son, takes all the paintings’. So all these treasures now belong to the old gentleman who purchased the portrait of the owner’s son for ten dollars.  Good day, ladies and gentlemen.” 

Perhaps, we’re reminded of a Bible verse: “He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life” (1 John 5:12 NIV). Everything God could wish for us is bound up with knowing Jesus.  He’s the one whom to know is life eternal.  As the Gospel by John chapter 17 and verse 3 says: “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (NIV). Earlier John wrote in his Gospel, “to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God” (John 1:12 NIV). And if children, then heirs; the Bible says.  By knowing Jesus Christ, the Son of God, by receiving him into our hearts by faith, we come into possession of all that God wants for us: like the forgiveness of our sins and the possession of eternal life.  He who has the Son has the life! 

The whole of the Bible, every part of it, has many things to tell us about Jesus.  Luke makes that clear in his Gospel when he describes Jesus – now raised from the dead – in conversation with two of his followers: 


“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, [Jesus] explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. As they approached the village to which they were going Jesus acted as if he were going further.  But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.  When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them.  Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight.  They asked each other “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”  They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem.  There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together and saying, It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.”  Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 





While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.”  They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost.  He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?  Look at my hands and my feet.  It is I myself!  Touch me and see, a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.  “When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet.  And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?”  They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence.  He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you:  Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”   



Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  He told them, “This is what is written:  The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things” (Luke 24:27-48 NIV). 



The Bible in all its parts has things to show us about Jesus.  At that time, only the first part had been written – which we now call the Old Testament.  At that time it was divided into three parts, those referred to by Jesus as the Law, the Prophets and the Writings or Psalms.  In each of these three main sections, Jesus said there were many things written about himself. 

The New Testament is also divided up in a similar way.  Each section of the New Testament has a lot to show us about the Lord Jesus, God’s Son.  He’s the theme of the whole Bible.  What Jesus said about the Old Testament to the Jewish people one day remains just as true of the now completed Bible: “the Scriptures ... it is these that testify about Me” (John 5:39).  The Bible’s testimony to Jesus is the great theme which binds it all together: a wonderful, unique book that is both human and divine in nature, because its words, although penned by humans, were ‘God-breathed’ (2 Timothy 3:16). 

If we want to understand the Bible, we need to get to know God’s Son, Jesus.  And to get to know him we need to come to the Bible.  But we’ll never enjoy and understand the Bible in any measure until we appreciate and believe its testimony about Jesus. 

If we receive God’s Son, we’ll be able to receive the rest of what God has for us in his book.  That’s what I’d like you to remember from the illustration of the auction we were thinking about earlier.  “He who receives the Son receives it all’.  Knowing Jesus is our gateway to appreciating the whole Bible – and to experiencing its blessings. In this book, it’s our intention to go through each of the main sections of the Bible, each time asking the question: ‘Who is Jesus?’ 
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