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  PREFACE

  
DEBUNKING—THE WORD, NOT THE CONCEPT—WAS INVENTED BY W. E. Woodward in his 1923 novel, Bunk. Woodward was himself a master debunker, as evidenced in his 1926 biography of George Washington.


 “The Cannot-Tell-a-Lie incident of the cherry tree and the hatchet is a brazen piece of fiction,” Woodward wrote, “made up by a minister named the Rev. Mason L. Weems, who wrote a life of our country’s father which is stuffed with this and similar fables.”


 Most of Woodward’s readers probably already suspected that young George never actually took a hatchet to his father’s favorite tree and then redeemed himself by confessing. Biographers and historians had skewered Parson Weems long before Woodward got to it. In 1800—the same year Weems’s biography was published—the Monthly Magazine and American Review called the book “as entertaining and edifying matter as can be found in the annals of fanaticism and absurdity.” Since then, there have been plenty of books written to separate the myths of American history from the reality.


 Do we need another? Well, in a world where fake history can spread as fast as fake news, there’s always room for a good debunking. But this book has a different focus. Rather than simply exposing myths for what they are, it traces them to their origins and then follows their evolution. In the process, I hope, this book suggests why these myths spread far and wide.


 The story of the cherry tree, for example, tells us nothing about George Washington’s actual childhood, but surely it tells us something about what Americans wanted in the father of their country—an incorruptible man. Along the same lines, the story of Betsy Ross’s flag tells us nothing about how the Stars and Stripes came to be but tells us something about what Americans, or at least some Americans, wanted in a founding mother. The Ross story was first told in 1870, one year after Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony founded the National Woman Suffrage Association. Amidst this challenge to traditional gender roles, many undoubtedly found it reassuring to find a heroine who stayed home to sew.


 The stories told about American history—both true and false—have themselves changed the course of history. Davy Crockett may not have died at the Alamo, but stories of his heroic stand inspired other Americans to defeat Mexican forces in Texas. Abraham Lincoln may not have been born in the log cabin that millions of Americans have visited in Kentucky, but that cabin inspired many to believe that they, too, could rise from humble origins to become whatever they wanted, even president of the United States. The antebellum South may not have been populated by chivalric gentlemen and glamorous belles and happy servants, but this romantic view of the past helped reconcile North and South after the Civil War—and also helped reestablish whites’ control of southern politics.


 Sometimes these stories led people to act for the good, sometimes not, but they most definitely mattered. “For very, very much history,” said historian William Dunning, “there is more importance in the ancient error than in the new-found truth.” Dunning spoke those words in 1913, but they remain true today.




  
      
  CHAPTER ONE


 The Flat Earth


 WHEN CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS PROPOSED TO THE KING AND QUEEN of Spain that he could reach lands to the east by sailing west, the monarchs sought the advice of experts. A council was convened at the University of Salamanca in 1486 and its members raised a number of objections to Columbus’s plan. According to Columbus’s son Ferdinand, who joined his father on his fourth voyage to the New World and later wrote his biography, some of the learned geographers argued that the world was so large that to reach Asia would take years. Others thought that the ocean was unnavigable. Still others believed that “because the world was round” it would be impossible to return to Spain; the trip west would be downhill but the return trip “would be like sailing a ship to the top of a mountain.”


 The council recommended Ferdinand and Isabella not finance Columbus’s voyage and, for the moment, Columbus was stymied.


 But note the council’s reasons. Contrary to the oft-told tale, they most decidedly did not rebuff Columbus because they believed the earth was flat. On the contrary: They calculated, correctly, that the globe was too large for Columbus to reach China or Japan via a westward route. Had there been no land between Europe and Asia, Columbus and his crew would likely have perished.


 Of course, there were some people in the fifteenth century who believed that the world was flat and that anyone sailing west across the ocean would fall off its edge. Some people in the twenty-first century believe that. But most educated people, including most on the council at Salamanca, knew better.


 How, then, did the flat-earth myth spread far and wide?


 This was largely the work of Washington Irving, best known for his fictional creations like Rip Van Winkle, who falls asleep and wakes up twenty years later. It was Irving who planted in the American imagination an image of the enlightened discoverer thwarted by medieval ignorance. Irving’s 1828 biography of Columbus presented a hero in many ways as fictional as Rip Van Winkle.


 The context of the Salamanca conference, Irving made clear, was the Inquisition. “The era was distinguished . . . for the prevalence of religious zeal, and Spain surpassed all other countries of Christendom in the fervor of her devotion,” wrote Irving. “Every opinion that savored of heresy made its owner obnoxious to odium and persecution.” And so Columbus “was assailed with citations from the bible and the testament” as well as “the expositions of various saints and reverend commentators.”


 Continued Irving: “To his simplest proposition, the spherical form of the earth, were opposed figurative texts of scripture. They observed that in the Psalms the heavens are said to be extended like . . . the curtain or covering of a tent . . . and that St. Paul . . . compares the heavens to a . . . tent, extended over the earth, which they thence inferred must be flat.” They quoted Lactantius, a third-century Christian writer who asked whether “there are any so foolish . . . as to believe that . . . there is a part of the world in which all things are topsy-turvy: where the trees grow with their branches downward, and where it rains, hails and snows upward?”


 Columbus tried to explain his reasoning; “but there was a preponderating mass of inert bigotry, and learned pride . . . which refused to yield.” It took another six years for Columbus to convince Ferdinand and Isabella to take a chance on his voyage.


 There is much irony to the myth of Columbus facing off against religious extremists, since in reality Columbus was himself a devout Christian. It is also ironic that Columbus is presented as the champion of a round earth, since later in his life he came to believe that the earth was not round.


 Columbus reached that conclusion during his third voyage to what by then he suspected was not an island off the coast of China or Japan but a new world. In 1498, Columbus wrote a letter to Ferdinand and Isabella describing his latest discovery.


 “I have come to another conclusion respecting the earth,” Columbus wrote, “namely, that it is not round . . . but of the form of a pear, which is very round except where the stalk grows, at which part it is most prominent; or like a round ball, upon one part of which is a prominence like a woman’s nipple.”


 On this third of his voyages, Columbus believed he had not only found a new continent but that it was the site of the
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  FURTHER READING


 PREFACE


 Michael Kammen explored how Americans have viewed their past in a number of influential scholarly works, including A Season of Youth: The American Revolution and the Historical Imagination (Knopf, 1978) and Mystic Chords of Memory: The Transformation of Tradition in American Culture (Knopf, 1991).


 Dixon Wecter’s The Hero in America: A Chronicle of Hero Worship (Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1941) was written as World War II approached, partly to contrast Americans’ sensible attitudes toward hero-worship with the dangerous worship of Hitler, Stalin, and Mussolini. It remains nonetheless a useful and entertaining guide to Americans’ changing tastes.


 Ray Raphael’s Founding Myths: Stories That Hide Our Patriotic Past (New Press, 2004) shows how many of our best-known stories obscure the democratic nature of the American Revolution.


 Richard Slotkin’s trilogy—Regeneration through Violence: The Mythology of the American Frontier 1600–1860 (Wesleyan University Press, 1973), The Fatal Environment: The Myth of the Frontier in the Age of Industrialization, 1800–1890 (Atheneum, 1985), and Gunfighter Nation: The Myth of the Frontier in Twentieth-Century America (Atheneum, 1992) follows the myth of the frontier from the seventeenth through the twentieth century.


 Frances Fitzgerald’s America Revised: History Schoolbooks in the Twentieth Century (Atlantic Monthly Press, 1979) and James Loewen’s Lies My Teacher Told Me: Everything Your American History Textbook Got Wrong (New Press, 1995) chronicle myth-making in history textbooks.


 Popular debunking books include Richard Shenkman’s Legends, Lies and Cherished Myths of American History (William Morrow, 1988) and “I Love Paul Revere, Whether He Rode or Not.” (Harper Collins, 1991).


 CHAPTER ONE: THE FLAT EARTH


 Of books that chronicle how Columbus was mythologized and otherwise interpreted through the ages, John Noble Wilford’s The Mysterious History of Columbus: An Exploration of the Man, the Myth, the Legacy (Knopf, 1991) is especially absorbing and useful; Kirkpatrick Sale’s The Conquest of Paradise: Christopher Columbus and the Columbian Legacy (Knopf, 1990) is lively and provocative, even if you don’t buy Sale’s argument that Columbus embodies everything wrong with America; and Claudia Bushman’s America Discovers Columbus: How an Italian Explorer Became an American Hero (University Press of New England, 1992) focuses on the period between the American Revolution and the four hundredth anniversary of the landing. Jeffrey Burton’s Inventing the Flat Earth: Columbus and Modern Historians (Praeger, 1991) focuses on the origins and persistence of the myth that Columbus’s opponents thought the world was flat.


 The best recent biography is Laurence Bergreen’s Columbus: The Four Voyages (Viking, 2011), which persuasively portrays him as a visionary, albeit one increasingly detached from reality. Samuel Eliot Morison was a master of maritime history; like all of Morison’s work, his Admiral of the Ocean Sea: A Life of Christopher Columbus (Little, Brown, 1942) remains a pleasure to read. So does Washington Irving’s—shall we say colorful?—Life and Voyages of Christopher Columbus (Lea & Blanchard, 1841, originally published in 1828).


 CHAPTER TWO: THE INDIAN PRINCESS


 Ann Uhry Abrams’s The Pilgrims and Pocahontas: Rival Myths of American Origin (Westview Press, 1999) and Robert S. Tilton’s Pocahontas: The Evolution of an American Narrative (Cambridge University Press, 1994) both trace the changing views of Pocahontas. This chapter is indebted to both. For Pocahontas’s evolution in children’s books of the nineteenth century, see Laura Wasowicz’s “The Children of Pocahontas” (Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society, 1995, 377–415).


 The definitive history of Jamestown is James Horn’s A Land As God Made It: Jamestown and the Birth of America (Basic Books, 2005). Benjamin Wooley’s Savage Kingdom: The True Story of Jamestown, 1607, and the Settlement of America (HarperCollins, 2007) and David Price’s Love and Hate in Jamestown: John Smith, Pocahontas, and the Start of a New Nation (Knopf, 2003) offer entertaining variations.


 Philip L. Barbour’s The Complete Works of Captain John Smith (University of North Carolina Press, 1988) is still the source if you want to decide for yourself whether to believe Smith.


 Camilla Townsend’s Pocahontas and the Powhatan Dilemma (Hill and Wang, 2004) tries with considerable success to see through the Englishmen’s words to the Indian woman’s thoughts. Paula Gunn Allen’s Pocahontas: Medicine Woman, Spy, Entrepreneur, Diplomat (HarperSan-Francisco, 2003) looks at her story through the lens of and in the style of Native American storytelling traditions. Frances Mossiker’s Pocahontas: The Life and the Legend (Knopf, 1976) remains a useful biography.


 CHAPTER THREE: GIVING THANKS


 Ann Uhry Abrams’s The Pilgrims and Pocahontas (Westview Press, 1999) traces the evolution of Pilgrim stories and the rivalry between the New England and Virginia myths of American origins. John Seelye’s Memory’s Nation: The Place of Plymouth Rock (University of North Carolina Press, 1998) is an exhaustive study of how the Rock has cropped up in images and words throughout history.


 Popular histories of the Pilgrims include Nathan Philbrick’s Mayflower: A Story of Courage, Community, and War (Viking, 2006), which concentrates on their history in America through King Philip’s War, and Nick Bunker’s Making Haste from Babylon: The Mayflower Pilgrims and Their World (Knopf, 2010), which illuminates their earlier history in England. Godfrey Hodgson’s A Great & Godly Adventure: The Pilgrims and the Myth of the First Thanksgiving (Public Affairs, 2006) is also entertaining.


 In The Times of Their Lives: Life, Love, and Death in Plymouth Colony (W. H. Freeman, 2000), James Deetz and Patricia Scott Deetz examine Plymouth from the perspectives of, respectively, an archaeologist and anthropologist, and a cultural historian.


 The two most important primary sources are William Bradford’s Of Plymouth Plantation 1620–1647, as edited by Samuel Eliot Morison (Knopf, 1952), and Mourt’s Relation: A Journal of the Pilgrims of Plymouth, as edited by Jordan D. Fiore (Plymouth Rock Foundation, 1985). Mourt’s Relation is generally used as the title of the booklet printed in England in 1622 and written by William Bradford and Edward Winslow. The full title of the booklet was A Relation or Journal of the Beginnings and Proceedings of the English Plantation Settled at Plymouth in New England, by Certain English Adventurers Both Merchants and Others. The introduction was signed by G. Mourt; hence Mourt’s Relation.


 CHAPTER FOUR: THE JOLLY ROGER


 David Cordingly’s Under the Black Flag: The Romance and the Reality of Life Among the Pirates (Random House, 1996) is an informative and entertaining survey of pirates in fact and fiction. Willard Bonner’s Pirate Laureate: The Life and Legends of Captain Kidd (Rutgers University Press, 1947) traces the legend from sailors’ ballads to the works of Irving, Cooper, Poe, and Stevenson.


 Cordingly provided an introduction and commentary for an edition of Captain Charles Johnson’s A General History of the Robberies and Murders of the Most Notorious Pirates (Lyons Press, 1988). Johnson’s identity has been a subject of much debate among literary historians. For a long time many believed Johnson was Daniel Defoe, the author of Robinson Crusoe. That theory was largely discredited in 1988 by two Defoe scholars, P. N. Furbank and W. R. Owens.


 For the lives of actual and not mythical pirates, fine biographies include Angus Konstam’s Blackbeard: America’s Most Notorious Pirate (Wiley, 2006) and Robert C. Ritchie’s Captain Kidd and the War Against the Pirates (Harvard University Press, 1986).


 CHAPTER FIVE: THE CHERRY TREE


 This chapter is much indebted to Edward G. Lengel’s Inventing George Washington: America’s Founder, in Myth and Memory (HarperCollins, 2011), a thorough and entertaining study. Karal Ann Marling’s George Washington Slept Here: Colonial Revivals and American Culture, 1876–1986 (Harvard University Press, 1988) traces Washington imagery. Paul K. Longmore’s The Invention of George Washington (University of California Press, 1988) stresses Washington’s own role in myth-making. Garry Wills’s Cincinnatus: George Washington and the Enlightenment (Doubleday, 1984) also looks at Washington’s own image of himself, as well as that of early biographers, writers, and artists.


 Ron Chernow’s Washington: A Life (Penguin Press, 2010) is the latest one-volume biography, though with the breadth and depth of multiple volumes. Less comprehensive but well worth reading for the authors’ insights and style are Joseph Ellis’s His Excellency: George Washington (Knopf, 2004) and Richard Brookhiser’s Founding Father: Rediscovering George Washington (Free Press, 1996).


 CHAPTER SIX: BETSY ROSS’S FLAG


 Marc Leepson’s Flag: An American Biography (Thomas Dunne Books, 2005) entertainingly presents not only Ross’s story but also those of others like Francis Scott Key, who wrote the words to “The Star-Spangled Banner,” and Mary Pickersgill, who made the flag that inspired Key.


 Marla Miller’s Betsy Ross and the Making of America (Henry Holt, 2010) makes a compelling case that, even if the legend is untrue, Ross’s life is well worth remembering.


 For more general studies of women during the Revolution, see Mary Beth Norton’s Liberty’s Daughters: The Revolutionary Experience of American Women, 1750–1800 (Little, Brown, 1980), Linda K. Kerber’s Women of the Republic: Intellect and Ideology in Revolutionary America (The Institute of Early American History and Culture, 1980), Carol Berkin’s Revolutionary Mothers: Women in the Struggle for America’s Independence (Knopf, 2005), and Cokie Roberts’s Founding Mothers: The Women Who Raised Our Nation (Harper, 2005).


 CHAPTER SEVEN: MOLLY’S PITCHER


 In “Will the Real Molly Pitcher Please Stand Up?” Emily J. Teipe provides concise answers to her question. The article appeared in the Summer 1999 issue of Prologue, the magazine of the National Archives. Ray Raphael summarizes new scholarship on the role in the Revolution of women (and also working people, soldiers, loyalists, Native Americans, and African Americans) in A People’s History of the American Revolution: How Common People Shaped the Fight for Independence (New Press, 2001) and on Molly Pitcher in Founding Myths (New Press, 2004).


 The closest we can come to Sampson’s own account is Herman Mann’s The Female Review, or Memoirs of an American young lady whose life and character are peculiarly distinguished (Printed for the author by Nathaniel and Benjamin Heaton, 1797). Elizabeth Evans’s Weathering the Storm: Women of the American Revolution (Scribner’s, 1975) tells Sampson’s story and includes documents pertaining to it. Alfred F. Young’s Masquerade: The Life and Times of Deborah Sampson, Continental Soldier (Knopf, 2004) probes how and why Sampson pulled off her masquerade.


 In addition to the general histories of women in the Revolution listed under “Further Reading” on Betsy Ross, works by Linda Grant De Pauw offer some additional focus on women and the military. These include Battle Cries and Lullabies: Women in War from Prehistory to the Present (University of Oklahoma Press, 1998), and Founding Mothers: Women of America in the Revolutionary Era (Houghton Mifflin, 1975).


 CHAPTER EIGHT: THE MIDNIGHT RIDE


 This chapter is greatly indebted to David Hackett Fischer’s authoritative Paul Revere’s Ride (Oxford University Press, 1994) and Jane Triber’s concise pamphlet, “The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere: From History to Folklore” (Paul Revere House, undated). Esther Forbes’s Paul Revere and the World He Lived In (Little, Brown, 1942) won the Pulitzer Prize. Michael M. Greenburg’s The Court-Martial of Paul Revere: A Son of Liberty and America’s Forgotten Military Disaster (University Press of New England, 2014) focuses on Revere’s disastrous military career. Triber’s A True Republican: The Life of Paul Revere (University of Massachusetts, 1998) explores how Revere’s role as an artisan shaped his politics, and Alfred F. Young’s The Shoemaker and the Tea Party: Memory and the American Revolution (Beacon Press, 2000) offers a more general look at how members of the working class and not just the wealthy shaped the Revolution.


 Paul Revere’s Three Accounts of His Famous Ride (Massachusetts Historical Society, 1968) reprints Revere’s own versions. The first two were probably written in 1775 at the request of the Massachusetts Congress, and the third, undated, years later.


 CHAPTER NINE: POOR RICHARD


 Gordon Wood’s The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin (Penguin Press, 2004) incisively chronicles how Franklin came to be seen as the symbol of America—in France while he lived and in America after he died. Walter Isaacson’s Benjamin Franklin: An American Life (Simon & Schuster, 2003), a more comprehensive biography, reveals much about Franklin’s own efforts to create a new American archetype.


 Franklin’s autobiography is available in many editions, including a convenient paperback from the Library of America (1990).


 CHAPTER TEN: ELBOW ROOM


 Meredith Mason Brown’s Frontiersman (Louisiana State University Press, 2008), Robert Morgan’s Daniel Boone: Daniel Boone and the Making of America (Algonquin Books, 2007), and Michael Lofaro’s Daniel Boone: An American Life (University Press of Kentucky, 2003) are excellent biographies. John Mack Faragher’s Daniel Boone: The Life and Legend of an American Pioneer (Henry Holt, 1992) is a fascinating look at both the life and the legend. J. Gray Sweeney’s The Columbus of the Wood: Daniel Boone and the Typology of Manifest Destiny (Washington University Gallery of Art, 1992) studies Boone myths in nineteenth-century art. Richard Slotkin wrote a trilogy on frontier myths; the first volume, Regeneration through Violence: The Mythology of the American Frontier, 1600–1860 (Wesleyan University Press, 1973), presents Boone as an archetypal American hero.


 Lyman Draper’s unfinished biography is available in print, edited by Ted Franklin Belue and titled The Life of Daniel Boone (Stackpole Books, 1998). Other primary sources, including John Filson’s The Discovery, Settlement and present State of Kentucke: And an Essay towards the Topography and Natural History of that important Country: To which is added, An Appendix, Containing . . .The Adventures of Col. Daniel Boon, one of the first Settlers and Timothy Flint’s The First White Man of the West or the Life and Exploits of Col. Daniel Boone . . . are available online.


 CHAPTER ELEVEN: THE INDIAN GUIDE


 Donna J. Kessler’s The Making of Sacagawea: A Euro-American Legend (University of Alabama Press, 1996) is the most comprehensive account of the various legends surrounding Sacagawea. Also useful are Lewis & Clark and the Indian Country: The Native American Perspective, edited by Frederick E. Hoxie and Jay T. Nelson (University of Illinois Press, 2007), Exploring Lewis and Clark: Reflections on Men and Wilderness by Thomas P. Slaughter (Knopf, 2003), Lewis and Clark: Journey to Another America, edited by Alan Taylor (Missouri Historical Society Press, 2003), Twenty Thousand Roads: Women, Movement, and the West by Virginia Scharff (University of California Press, 2003), and Lewis & Clark Among the Indians by James P. Ronda (University of Nebraska Press, 1998; originally published in 1984).


 Popular histories of the expedition include Dayton Duncan’s and Ken Burns’s Lewis & Clark: The Journey of the Corps of Discovery (Knopf, 1997), Stephen E. Ambrose’s Undaunted Courage: Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening of the American West (Simon & Schuster, 1996), and David Lavender’s The Way to the Western Sea: Lewis & Clark Across the Continent (Harper & Row, 1988).


 Grace Raymond Hebard makes her case for Sacagawea’s long life in Sacajawea: A Guide and Interpreter of the Lewis and Clark Expedition (Dover Publications, 2002, originally published in 1932).


 The Lewis and Clark Journals: An American Epic of Discovery, edited by Gary E. Moulton (University of Nebraska Press, 2003), is an abridged version of the definitive edition.


 CHAPTER TWELVE: KING OF THE WILD FRONTIER


 Valuable biographies include Michael Wallis’s David Crockett: The Lion of the West (W.W. Norton, 2011), Mark Derr’s The Frontiersman: The Real Life and the Many Legends of Davy Crockett (William Morrow, 1993), Richard Boyd Hauck’s Crockett: A Bio-Bibliography (Greenwood, 1982), and James Atkins Shackford’s Davy Crockett: The Man and the Legend (University of North Carolina Press, 1956). Also valuable for a range of perspectives on the mythical Crocketts are two collections of essays edited by Michael A. Lofaro, Davy Crockett: The Man, The Legacy, The Legend (University of Tennessee Press, 1985) and Crockett at Two Hundred: New Perspectives on the Man and the Myth, co-edited by Joe Cummings (University of Tennessee Press, 1989).


 Shackford and Stanley Folmsbee provided useful annotations to a facsimile edition of the one book in whose writing Crockett actually participated, A Narrative of the Life of David Crockett (University of Tennessee Press, 1973, originally published in 1834). The other books supposedly written by Crockett can be found online. Richard M. Dorson selected and edited Crockett stories from the almanacs in Davy Crockett, American Comic Legend (Spiral Press, 1939). Dorson’s selections are somewhat sanitized, leaving out many that would have been as offensive to his readers in the first half of the twentieth century as they would be in the twenty-first. His book remains necessary, since many of the almanacs remain hard to find.


 CHAPTER THIRTEEN: APPLE SEEDS


 Recent studies include William Kerrigan’s scholarly Johnny Appleseed and the American Orchard: A Cultural History (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2012) and Howard Means’s lively Johnny Appleseed: The Man, the Myth, the American Story (Simon & Schuster, 2011). Michael Pollan offers his provocative interpretation of Appleseed in The Botany of Desire: A Plant’s-Eye View of the World (Random House, 2001), and Robert Morgan puts Appleseed in the context of other frontier figures in Lions of the West: Heroes and Villains of the Westward Expansion (Algonquin Books, 2011). Robert Price’s Johnny Appleseed: Man and Myth (Indiana University Press, 1954) was the first thorough study of both man and myth and remains valuable.


 CHAPTER FOURTEEN: ABNER DOUBLEDAY’S GAME


 John Thorn’s Baseball in the Garden of Eden: The Secret History of the Early Game (Simon & Schuster, 2011) ranges well beyond Doubleday and Cartwright to tell the stories of others with stronger claims to having invented baseball. David Block’s Baseball Before We Knew It: A Search for the Roots of the Game (University of Nebraska Press, 2005) and Robert Henderson’s Ball, Bat, and Bishop: The Origin of Ball Games (University of Illinois Press, 2001, originally published in 1947) both make the case for baseball’s evolution rather than invention.


 The origins of the Hall are covered in Jim Reisler’s A Great Day in Cooperstown: The Improbable Birth of Baseball’s Hall of Fame (Carroll & Graf, 2006) and James A. Vlasich’s A Legend for the Legendary: The Origin of the Baseball Hall of Fame (Bowling Green State University Popular Press, 1990).


 Albert G. Spalding’s America’s National Game (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1992, originally published in 1911) draws on not only Spalding’s recollections but also the writings and scrapbooks of Henry Chadwick.


 CHAPTER FIFTEEN: AIN’T I A WOMEN?


 Of modern biographies of Truth, Nell Irwin Painter’s Sojourner Truth: A Life, a Symbol (Norton, 1996) and Carleton Mabee’s Sojourner Truth (New York University Press, 1993) make the case she never said “Ain’t I a woman,” while Margaret Washington’s Sojourner Truth’s America (University of Illinois Press, 2009) and Erlene Stetson and Linda David’s Glorying in Tribulation: The Lifework of Sojourner Truth (Michigan State University Press, 1994) argue that Truth might have said it. Mabee’s 1998 article in the New England Quarterly, “Sojourner Truth and President Lincoln” is also useful.


 The 1884 edition of Narrative of Sojourner Truth is available with an introduction and notes by Painter (Penguin, 1998).


 CHAPTER SIXTEEN: THE LOG CABIN


 Valuable books on the evolution of Lincoln’s image include Jackie Hogan’s Lincoln, Inc.: Selling the Sixteenth President in Contemporary America (Rowman & Littlefield, 2011), Barry Schwartz’s Abraham Lincoln in the Post-Heroic Era: History and Memory in Late Twentieth-Century America (University of Chicago Press, 2008), Edward Steers Jr.’s Lincoln Legends: Myths, Hoaxes, and Confabulations Associated with Our Greatest President (University Press of Kentucky, 2007), Schwartz’s Abraham Lincoln and the Forge of National Memory (University of Chicago Press, 2000), Merrill D. Peterson’s Lincoln in American Memory (Oxford University Press, 1994), Don E. Fehrenbacher’s Lincoln in Text and Context: Collected Essays (Stanford University Press, 1987), Stephen B. Oates’s Abraham Lincoln: The Man Behind the Myths (Harper & Row, 1984), Roy P. Basler’s The Lincoln Legend: A Study in Changing Conceptions (Houghton Mifflin, 1935), and Lloyd Lewis’s Myths After Lincoln (Harcourt, Brace, 1929). David Herbert Donald’s Lincoln Reconsidered: Essays on the Civil War Era (Vintage Books edition, 2001) includes a number of essays stressing the importance of studying Lincoln myths as well as reality.


 Of early biographies, Herndon’s Lincoln by William H. Herndon and Jesse W. Weik is available in print, edited by Douglas L. Wilson and Rodney O. Davis (University of Illinois Press, 2006). Others are available online, including Gilbert Holland’s The Life of Abraham Lincoln. Carl Sandburg’s six volumes can be found in various editions, including a one-volume condensation.


 By 1932, so many books had been written on Lincoln that James Thurber wrote a humorous essay imagining Congress passed a law outlawing new ones without a permit. The penalty for a new Lincoln biography was a maximum fine of $50,000 and up to two years in prison, or both, according to Thurber’s contact at the “Bureau of Publishing Statistics and Biographers’ Permits.” Had Thurber’s fictional bureau actually existed, it’s unlikely it could have slowed the proliferation of new biographies, and even Thurber might have admitted some of them were well worth reading. Of the many important modern biographies, Donald’s Lincoln (Simon & Schuster, 1995) and Oates’s With Malice Toward None: The Life of Abraham Lincoln (Harper & Row, 1977) are balanced and very readable.


 William Hanchett’s The Lincoln Murder Conspiracies (University of Illinois Press, 1983) includes a thorough refutation of Eisenschiml’s conspiracy theory, and Edward Steers Jr.’s Blood on the Moon: The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln (University Press of Kentucky, 2001) debunks all sorts of myths that surround the assassination.


 CHAPTER SEVENTEEN: THE LOST CAUSE


 David Blight’s Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory (Belknap Press, 2001) is forceful and persuasive about how white unity came at the expense of black rights. Other worthwhile books on how the Civil War has been remembered include Will Kaufman’s The Civil War in American Culture (Edinburgh University Press, 2006), William C. Davis’s The Cause Lost: Myths and Realities of the Confederacy (University Press of Kansas, 1996), Gaines M. Foster’s Ghosts of the Confederacy: Defeat, the Lost Cause, and the Emergence of the New South (Oxford University Press, 1987), and Robert Penn Warren’s The Legacy of the Civil War (Harvard University Press, 1983, originally published in 1961).


 On the literature of the Civil War, Daniel Aaron’s The Unwritten War: American Writers and the Civil War (Knopf, 1973) is comprehensive, and Edmund Wilson’s Patriotic Gore: Studies in the Literature of the American Civil War (Oxford University Press, 1962), though overly sympathetic to Lost Causers, is nonetheless filled with insights on southern and northern writers. Thomas Nelson Page’s and Joel Chandler Harris’s books are available online.


 Tony Horwitz’s Confederates in the Attic: Dispatches from the Unfinished Civil War (Vintage, 1998) shows how the Lost Cause still resonates throughout the South in ways both tragic and funny.


 CHAPTER EIGHTEEN: THE NOBLE OUTLAW


 James P. Muehlberger’s The Lost Cause: The Trials of Frank and Jesse James (Westholme, 2013) examines court proceedings involving the James brothers. T. J. Stiles’s Jesse James: Last Rebel of the Civil War (Knopf, 2002) puts to rest any doubts about James (and his legend) arising out of the Civil War and Reconstruction, not the frontier. William A. Settle Jr.’s Jesse James Was His Name (University of Missouri Press, 1966) remains valuable for its systematic effort to distinguish facts from fictions.


 Some scholarly debate has surrounded the idea that James was a “social bandit,” a phrase E. J. Hobsbawm used in Bandits (New Press, 2000, originally published in 1969) to describe outlaws who were seen as heroes because they fought injustice. Among the important critiques of Hobsbawm’s work is Richard White’s “Outlaw Gangs of the Middle Border” (Western Historical Quarterly, October 1981). Richard Slotkin also weighs in on this topic and on James myths in general in Gunfighter Nation: The Myth of the Frontier in Twentieth-Century America (Atheneum, 1992).


 A collection edited by Harold Dellinger, Jesse James: The Best Writings on the Notorious Outlaw and His Gang (Globe Pequot, 2007), includes selections from the nineteenth, twentieth, and twenty-first centuries.


 CHAPTER NINETEEN: STEEL-DRIVING MAN


 Scott Reynolds Nelson’s Steel Drivin’ Man: The Untold Story of An American Legend (Oxford University Press, 2006) is both a history of the mythical John Henry and a detective story about tracking down the real John Henry. Brett Williams’s John Henry: A Bio-Bibliography (Greenwood Press, 1983) offers comprehensive coverage of John Henry in song, literature, and art. Louis W. Chappell’s John Henry: A Folk-Lore Study (Kennikat Press, 1933) and Guy B. Johnson’s John Henry: Tracking Down a Negro Legend (University of North Carolina Press, 1929) remain useful for their early and competing efforts to track both the ballad and the man.

 CHAPTER TWENTY: THE WILD WEST



 The best book on both the man and his show is Louis S. Warren’s Buffalo Bill’s America: William Cody and the Wild West Show (Knopf, 2005). Other useful books are Deanne Stillman’s Blood Brothers: The Story of the Strange Friendship between Sitting Bull and Buffalo Bill (Simon & Schuster, 2017), Sandra K. Sagala’s Buffalo Bill on Stage (University of New Mexico Press, 2008), Larry McMurtry’s The Colonel and Little Missie: Buffalo Bill, Annie Oakley, and the Beginnings of Superstardom in America (Simon & Schuster, 2005), Robert A. Carter’s Buffalo Bill Cody: The Man Behind the Legend (John Wiley & Sons, 2000), and Joy S. Kasson’s Buffalo Bill’s Wild West: Celebrity, Memory, and Popular History (Hill and Wang, 2000). Gunfighter Nation: The Myth of the Frontier in Twentieth-Century America, the third volume in Richard Slotkin’s trilogy (Atheneum, 1992), includes an extensive analysis of the man and show.


 The Frontier in American Life, a volume edited by James R. Grossman, was created to accompany an exhibition at the Newberry Library (University of California, 1994) and includes a valuable essay by Richard White, “Frederick Jackson Turner and Buffalo Bill.” Buffalo Bill and the Wild West, a volume created to accompany an exhibition at the Brooklyn Museum, the Museum of Art, Carnegie Institute, and Buffalo Bill Historical Center (Brooklyn Museum, 1981), includes useful essays as well as illustrations.
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