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Life is in the Blood
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Ephesians 1: Redemption in Christ: 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved. 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace 8 which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence, 9 having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 10 that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him. 11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 12 that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. 13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.

Praise the Lord, we have been bought and redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb! Leviticus 17:14 says, “Because the life of every creature is its blood. That is why I have said to the Israelites, ‘You must not eat the blood of any creature, because the life of every creature is its blood; anyone who eats it must be cut off’.

Life is indeed in the Blood. And because we have been redeemed by the Blood of the Lord, we have been redeemed with Life, thus we have been granted not only eternal life but life in abundance while on earth. 

Psalm 85: 2 You forgave the iniquity of your people and covered all their sins. 3 You set aside all your wrath and turned from your fierce anger. 

Psalm 32: 5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” And you forgave the guilt of my sin.”

Only the Lord can truly forgive our sins and cover them by His Blood. Thus, only the Lord can grant us eternal life, and also life in abundance here on earth. There is no real or true life beyond the Blood of the Lord. It says in “Proverbs 28:13 Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but the one who confesses and renounces them finds mercy.” To prosper means being well, healthy and alive in spirit, soul and body. We can only prosper when the Blood of Life covers our sins, for it brings us under the Covenant of Grace and Life. There is no prosperity without the Blood of Jesus, thus no life.

Peter tells us that "love covers a multitude of sins" (1Peter 4:8). He echoes the proverb, "hatred stirs up strife but love covers all sins" (Proverbs 10:12). The only love that can cover sin is the love of Jesus Christ. His love led Him to the cross, where he shed his blood that sins repented of might be blotted out (Matthew 26:28, John 3:16, Acts 3:18-19, Revelation 7:14).

Mankind has no power to blot out sin, no matter how much we love it. We cannot even modify the conditions under which any person's sin may be forgiven. Only the Blood of Jesus can blot out sin; thus, only the Blood of Jesus can give us life in abundance. Those who continue to sin without repentance or remorse will continue to be enslaved by sin and thus death. 

For this reason, Paul cried out in "1 Corinthians 15:55: Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" There is life in the Blood of Jesus for the Blood sets us free from the wages of sin, from the eternal damnation of a tormented soul and from our own fallen ways.

Right from the beginning of mankind, the Lord wanted mankind to understand life is in the blood. This principle of blood laid down in this first sacrifice runs like a scarlet line all through the Scriptures. In Genesis 4 Cain and Abel bring a sacrifice each. One is accepted, the other rejected simply because Cain presented no blood while Abel did. In Genesis 9, Noah sheds the blood of the clean animals and so God makes a covenant of grace with him. In Genesis 22, Abraham sacrifices a ram caught in the bushes in Isaac's stead, and the blood of the substitute spares the sinner (this was pointing towards the sacrifice of Jesus).

In Exodus, we also have the introduction of the Passover Lamb to save Israel from the angel of death. This was prophetic of Jesus, who would become the Passover Lamb for all mankind, by taking sin upon Himself so that we would even defeat death through eternal life. Blood sacrifices continued under the Law of Moses, which we read about extensively in Leviticus. We have the Tabernacle sacrifices of blood, and once again, these sacrifices would point one day to Jesus who tabernacles with mankind through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Hebrews 5 (NIV): 1 Every high priest is selected from among the people and is appointed to represent the people in matters related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray, since he himself is subject to weakness. 3 This is why he has to offer sacrifices for his own sins, as well as for the sins of the people. 4 And no one takes this honor on himself, but he receives it when called by God, just as Aaron was. 5 In the same way, Christ did not take on himself the glory of becoming a high priest. But God said to him, “You are my Son;  today I have become your Father.” 6 And he says in another place, “You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.” 7 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9 and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him 10 and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek.

Jesus came to give us life through His own blood.  He was God's gift to the sinner. He died in the place of others, and it was by the shedding of His own precious blood that we are redeemed. Through the shedding of His own Blood and laying down His life, He granted us life. It says in "John 15: 13: Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one's life for one's friends. Great love covers a multitude of sins, and there is no greater love than a perfect man who takes sin upon Himself, and also death, so that the sinner might be saved and live."

In the end, there can be no life without blood. In the human body, blood is fluid and mobile, that is, it is not limited to one part of the body but is free to move throughout the entire body and touch every other fixed cell as it supplies it with nourishment and carries off waste products and the ashes of cell activity which we call metabolism. 

In the normal human body, there are about five pints of this fluid, and this blood pumped by the heart circulates through the system about every twenty-three seconds so that every cell in the body is constantly supplied and cleansed and at the same time is in constant communication and touch with every other cell in that body. 

This blood is the most mysterious of all tissues, being composed of scores of elements and compounds and strange chemical bodies, whose function is not yet fully understood, but all of which have to do with the mystery of life for the "life is in the blood." Once the blood fails to reach the cells and members of the body, they promptly die and no man ever dies until his blood ceases to circulate. Life is in the blood.

If the Blood of the Lord does not pump in the spiritual veins of the believer, thus the Church, then there is no life. He is our nourishment, our strength, our provider, our healer and our hope. Remember, the church of Jesus Christ is called His body and we are members of His body. 

In this body, Jesus Christ is the head and all believers are the members. These members are related by the blood of Christ. The life of each member depends on His blood and is dependent solely for life, nourishment, cleansing and growth upon the blood of the Lamb of God for "the life is in the blood." Every born-again believer is a member of that body and lives the common life of every other member by the one thing which unites them and makes them relatives and brothers, even the blood of Christ.

We need to teach and preach that we must be born again (John 3) and that one is lost unless one has been truly washed in the precious blood of Christ.  There is no life beyond the Blood of Jesus – thus we need to be covered under His Blood through submitting to His glory and perfect will. This is why John 15 is so important for all believers. It speaks about abiding in the Lord, meaning abiding in the Blood of Jesus for life is in the blood. Want to live? Then abide in the life of the Lord! Abide in His Truth, in His Presence and Spirit!

It is important to also remember all men are related by the blood of Adam, sinful and polluted blood, thus dead in trespasses and in sins. It says in Acts 17:26 that all men have a common origin from Adam. It is Adam's blood which courses in every man's veins whether white or black, Jew or Gentile, pagan or cultured. This blood carries the sentence of death because of Adam’s sin and for this reason all men die a common death, with no exceptions. Now remember that life is in the blood, and so if a man must die it is because there is death in the blood. Whatever the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil was, eating of it caused “blood poisoning” and resulted in death. So potent was this poison that six thousand years after all who are related to Adam by human birth still succumbs to that poison of sin which is transmitted through the blood.

We are told that God formed man out of the dust of the earth. Up to this, Adam was a lifeless clump of clay. Materially he was just so much dust, and merely moulded into the shape of a man, but without life, he was a mere dummy. Then the record tells us that (Genesis 2:7) the breath of God put something in man that made him alive. That something was blood.

Then man sinned and ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and he died spiritually and, ultimately, physically. Sin affected the blood of man. For this very reason, sin is not in the flesh but in the blood and flesh can only be called "sinful" flesh because it is nourished and fed and sustained by sinful blood. Sin is transmitted through the blood and since God "hath made of one blood all nations," the sin is transmitted to all of Adam's progeny. For in that one sinned, all have sinned.

It is because sin is in the Blood that generational curses can and do exist, for the curse is passed on through the blood. A curse is nothing more than a death sentence. The answer for any sin or curse (which breeds death) is the sinless blood of our Lord Jesus. Want to be free and prosperous? Get under the Blood of Jesus! Consider that, because sin is in the blood, it was thus necessary for the virgin birth of Christ. If He were to be a son of Adam and yet a sinless man, He needed to be born without Adam’s sinful blood in His veins. 

Christ thus could partake of Adam’s flesh, which is not inherently sinful, but He could not partake of Adam’s blood, which was completely impregnated with sin. God found a way by which Jesus, "born of a woman" (not man) could be a perfect human being, but because He had not a drop of Adam’s sin in His veins

1 Corinthians 15: 45 So it is written: “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. And also verse 20: But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ, all will be made alive

Romans 5: 14 Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who is a pattern of the one to come.

Since sin is in the blood, it follows that if sin is to be atoned for, sinless blood must be provided by someone who is totally unaffected by Adam's sin and yet belongs to the human race.  The history of man tells us that instead of realising that sin needs not covering (as done by Adam and Eve, and also by Cain trying to hide the murder) but atonement, man has ever after been trying to save himself by the work of his own hands and by garments of his own manufacture (trying to cover his sin). So he weaves the flimsy fig leaf garment of morality, culture, good works, religion, education and reformation and a social gospel, repeating the error of Adam and Eve when they tried to save themselves by the work of their own hands. 

In the first record of sacrifice in Genesis, we read of three things about this act of God which was a preview of the whole plan of redemption. Genesis 3: 21 The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. 22 And the LORD God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.” 23 So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 24 After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.

First, Adam's sin called for God's intervention. It must be God's work and not man's. God made the coat of skin. Salvation must be from the Lord. Second, salvation must be by the death of an innocent substitute. Since these coats were made of skin, animals first had to die to provide the covering, so a poor substitute (probably a little lamb) had to die that Adam might be saved. Third, it must be by the shedding of blood, for the animal must be killed to give its skin, and in this sacrifice, its blood must be shed. Without shedding blood, there is no remission. Therefore, we cannot atone for our own sins or even find life by our own works unless we abide in the Lord.

Life thus only comes from God, not man. Only when we abide in God’s perfect plan and purpose shall we find life and life in abundance. In the Law of Moses, Blood played an important role in the sin and trespass offerings. The sin and trespass offerings mended the relationship between God and the penitent, which sin had interrupted.  In making a sin offering, for example, the penitent took his sacrifice, which could range from a turtle dove to a bullock, to the officiating priest. According to Jewish scholars, the Israelite laid his hands on the sacrifice, symbolically transferring his sins to the animal.

The Israelite truly understood the warning that “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23), for when he sinned and repented, a sacrificial animal literally died in his place. Leviticus 19:22 states, “The priest shall make an atonement for him with the ram of the trespass offering before the Lord for his sin which he hath done.”

Because Jesus is the second Adam of life, it is important to understand the importance of birth the incarnation and death on the cross. At the point of incarnation, Jesus took on the form of the physical body of Adam to atone for mankind, but not the infected blood of the line of Adam. He was therefore sinless. 

On the cross, the sinless blood was shed for all mankind so that our broken bodies and souls may be restored unto God! Hebrews 9:22 Indeed, under the law, almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.

It says in “Hebrews 7: Jesus Like Melchizedek: 11 If perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood—and indeed the law given to the people established that priesthood—why was there still need for another priest to come, one in the order of Melchizedek, not in the order of Aaron? 12 For when the priesthood is changed, the law must be changed also. 13 He of whom these things are said belonged to a different tribe, and no one from that tribe has ever served at the altar. 14 For it is clear that our Lord descended from Judah, and in regard to that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. 15 And what we have said is even more clear if another priest like Melchizedek appears, 16 one who has become a priest not on the basis of a regulation as to his ancestry but on the basis of the power of an indestructible life. 17 For it is declared: “You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek” 18 The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless 19 (for the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw near to God. 20 And it was not without an oath! Others became priests without any oath, 21 but he became a priest with an oath when God said to him: “The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind: ‘You are a priest forever.’” 22 Because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantor of a better covenant. 23 Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in office; 24 but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. 25 Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. 26 Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens. 27 Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself. 28 For the law appoints as high priests men in all their weakness; but the oath, which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever.

Indeed, Jesus’ miraculous conception paved the way for His selfless death on the cross, so that when He shed His blood for mankind it was the Blood of purity. There was no sin in His Blood. His flesh died, but His Spirit lived on so that we by the Blood of the Lamb may truly live! Praise the Lord. There is indeed mighty power and life in the Blood of our Lord! His Blood covers all sins and sets us free from the curse of death, from the wages of sin and the separation from God.

And so, it is sad these days that there is a tendency to preach a gospel that we no longer need the Blood of Jesus. There is no life without Blood. A gospel without the preaching of the Blood of Christ is a lifeless gospel! This false doctrine states that the Blood was provided once to save us from our sins and is therefore no longer required. It seems offensive to talk about the blood of Christ! The problem with this doctrine is that we continually sin, and we need to be continually washed clean, and secondly, we continuously face sickness, famine, plague and danger in this world. We thus need the Blood of Jesus to protect us, sustain us and deliver us from a fallen world! If we say we don’t need the Blood, then we might as well say there is no power in the Blood.

Only the Blood of the Lamb cleanses us from all unrighteousness as it covers us from the darkness of this world. We should never stop preaching about the Blood! Praise the Lord! For Jesus is our Passover Lamb and He still protects us from disease, from danger, from eternal death and from the manifestations of death! He protects and delivers us because we have a Covenant with the Lord sealed by Blood. And in the Blood is power, for life is power, for true love is power, for healing is power! Praise the Lord. He heals. He delivers. He saves. All because of the Blood.

As in the days of the Jewish Passover, the Blood symbolised the Blood of our Lord for it is the Blood that gives life. Death simply passed by the houses that carried the mark of the Lord. Again, we have to realise that death comes in many forms – eternal death (spiritual impoverishment), sickness, famine, impoverishment of the soul (fear, anxiety, worry, stress), and financial impoverishment. Yet if we remain under the Blood of Jesus, therefore under the Covenant of the Lord, we shall be protected from the ways of the world and we shall prosper in spirit, soul and body.

Revelation 7: 1 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He called out in a loud voice to the four angels who had been given the power to harm the land and the sea: 3 “Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.”

Revelation 13: 16 It also forced all people, great and small, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hands or on their foreheads, 17 so that they could not buy or sell unless they had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of its name.

For those who will stand with the Lord, they will surely have the mark of the Lord upon them. And just as death passed the houses of the Israelites that carried the mark of the lamb, just so death passes those who carry the mark of the slain lamb! That is the power of the Blood. And in such Blood is life. Yet for those, as mentioned in Revelation 13, who do not carry the mark of the Lord, but carry the mark of the beast, they will surely know that there is no true life in this world but death. The devil comes to steal and destroy.

The wonderful news is the following: The value and worth of the blood of Jesus stay priceless, constant and consistent, and it remains and will forever remain the most valuable commodity that never fades or depreciates! Praise the Lord! All about the blood of Jesus.

All things in life depreciate, but the Blood of Jesus remains a King’s ransom so that everyone who calls on the Name of Jesus might be saved (John 3:16). Praise the Lord for He is a God of value and worth eternally for all time! The power in the Blood never depreciates or wanes. There is always the ultimate power to heal and to deliver and save. He is the Glory and the Splendour of all Creation and His children are redeemed from the clutches of darkness. Our hope and our faith in Him shall never fade for He never abandons or forsakes us. Hallelujah! 

The Blood of Jesus is not shaken by tremors, it is not troubled by floods, it is not delayed by traffic, it is not derailed by global recessions, and it is not crippled by wars, famine, violence, revolutions or bankruptcy. Praise the Lord, the Blood of Jesus is not shaken and shall not be shaken!

Indeed, a bullet cannot destroy the Blood of Jesus.

A flood cannot wash the Blood of Jesus away.

Tyrannical political leaders cannot enslave the Blood of Jesus.

The twisted philosophies of the world cannot outthink the Blood of Jesus.

The supposed wisest of the wise scientists cannot outclass the Blood of Jesus.

The bravest soldier and the most courageous poet cannot be more heroic than the Blood of Jesus.

What is the worth and value of The Blood of the Lamb? Priceless!  The Blood of Jesus is wisdom unto the perishing and unto the spiritually lost.  The Blood of Jesus is the Power unto the weak and the fearful. The Blood of Jesus is the comfort to the mournful ones and to the spiritual captives.

Sickness cannot touch it.

Famine cannot starve it.

Satan’s forces cannot battle it.

Money cannot buy it.

Wealth cannot buy it.

The Blood of Jesus is that one commodity that will outlast all! The Blood of Jesus is that one commodity that will outshine all other materials, all other possessions and all other material treasures. Why then seek the treasures of this world that hold no power or true value?  For this reason, the Lord said to seek the treasures of heaven, for surely no rust can touch it, no moth can come close to it, and surely it cannot be broken, stolen, destroyed or corrupted. Glory to God! What power in the Blood! It is the power of the untainted, of the incorruptible and of the imperishable.

What is the Blood worth? My life. Your life. All our lives.  That is the worth of The Blood – life! Eternal life. It speaks of purpose. It speaks of meaning. It is redemption. It is salvation. It is deliverance. It is healing. It is hope. It is joy. It is the eternal and everlasting treasure that makes all treasures seem like dust.

Oh, there is nothing more precious and beautiful than the Blood of Jesus – there is nothing more beautiful, more wonderful and more glorious! No painting, no musical score and no engineering feat come close to the magnificence of the Blood of Jesus.

By the Blood, we are saved.

By the Blood, we are redeemed.

By the Blood, we come in the Presence of the Lord to be filled by His fullness and by His Spirit.

By the Blood, we find peace, joy, and hope, and we are content.

What else can compare to this?

So while the world places its hope and strength and joy and future in volatile and uncertain value and worth of currencies and commodities and stocks, we as the children of the Living God can place our hope and strength in the fixed value, power and worth of the Blood!

Isaiah 11 says, “10 And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to the people; For the Gentiles shall seek Him, And His resting place shall be glorious.”  A banner speaks of an emblem and it speaks of something around which one gathers and rallies. Jesus is still that banner of hope, of glory and of eternal life. He is the Resurrection and Life. The physical manifestation of the banner is the Cross at Golgotha, where The Blood was spilt and by which we are saved and redeemed. It is still the Cross that is our only true and eternal hope in a troubled world, and it is still the Cross that will lead us through the storms. Indeed, the Cross will stand until the coming of the King, and it is still the true banner that calls us all home to gather around it!

Isaiah 18: 3 All inhabitants of the world and dwellers on the earth: When he lifts up a banner on the mountains, you see it; And when he blows a trumpet, you hear it. 4 For so the LORD said to me, “ I will take My rest,  And I will look from My dwelling place Like clear heat in sunshine,  Like a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest.”

Indeed, this banner has been raised on the mountain. It is the banner of Jesus. It is the banner of The Blood of Jesus. And all the nations are called to find their refuge and their hope in The Blood, for kingdoms will rise and fall and our earthly treasures may rust, but God is still enthroned and will forever be King! It says in Isaiah 5:25-27 (New KJV): For all this His anger is not turned away, But His hand is stretched out still. 26 He will lift up a banner to the nations from afar, And will whistle to them from the end of the earth; Surely they shall come with speed, swiftly.

Still today, the Lord whistles to the nations to come the banner of Jesus. Still, we are called by the Name above all names, for only in the Name of Jesus is our deliverance and freedom. Oh, how precious is not the Blood of Jesus, and how precious that is the Lord calls the needy and the exhausted to come and find their strength in Him! Today, the banner that stands tall and everlasting across the world is the Living God - Jesus. We are called to raise the banner of our Lord, for in the Sacrifice of Jesus by the Blood we are His anointed and we are saved and we have access to the throne room of the Lord! 

How we need to lift this banner across the world, in our lives, in our homes, and in our workplaces and let everyone know that Jesus is the Lord and His Blood is worth our sacrifice and our complete and utter dedication and devotion. Praise Him indeed! 
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The message of the Cross
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More than ever, the church needs to get back to the message of the cross. For the cross is the only solution for sin and the only answer to sin. The cross is our victory, for the cross is the Covenant by which we are saved, redeemed and liberated from darkness. The Blood that flowed on the cross is the Blood of our hope, and it is the Blood which leads us of slavery and into the glorious liberty of Christ!

Yes, Jesus is no longer on the cross, but our sins were paid for on the cross. The New Covenant was ratified on the cross when the Blood of the Lamb ran red down the wood. It was because of the sacrifice on the cross that the veil of the temple was torn in two (Matthew 27:51). And this is significant, for it ended the old order where the holy temple in Jerusalem was the centre of Jewish religious life. Hebrews 9:1-9 tells us that in the temple a veil separated the Holy of Holies—the earthly dwelling place of God’s presence—from the rest of the temple where men dwelt. This signified that man was separated from God by sin (Isaiah 59:1-2). Only the high priest was permitted to pass beyond this veil once each year (Exodus 30:10; Hebrews 9:7) to enter God’s presence for all of Israel and make atonement for their sins (Leviticus 16).

The size and thickness of the veil make the events occurring at the moment of Jesus’ death on the cross so much more momentous. “And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom” (Matthew 27:50-51a). The tearing of the veil at the moment of Jesus’ death dramatically symbolized that His sacrifice, the shedding of His own blood, was a sufficient atonement for sins. It signified that now the way into the Holy of Holies was open for all people, for all time, both Jew and Gentile.

When Jesus died, the veil was torn, and God moved out of that place never again to dwell in a temple made with human hands (Acts 17:24). God was through with that temple and its religious system, and the temple and Jerusalem were left “desolate” (destroyed by the Romans) in AD 70, just as Jesus prophesied in Luke 13:35. As long as the temple stood, it signified the continuation of the Old Covenant. Hebrews 9:8-9 refers to the age that was passing away as the new covenant was being established (Hebrews 8:13).

In a sense, the veil was symbolic of Christ Himself as the only way to the Father (John 14:6). This is indicated by the fact that the high priest had to enter the Holy of Holies through the veil. Now Christ is our superior High Priest, and as believers in His finished work, we partake of His better priesthood. We can now enter the Holy of Holies through Him. Hebrews 10:19-20 says, “We have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body.” Here we see the image of Jesus’ flesh being torn for us just as He was tearing the veil for us.

Yes, all of this was done on the cross. The message of the cross is more than just God saving us from sin and damnation. The cross granted us access to the Father. It granted us access as Jews and Gentiles to the throne of God because of grace (for those who believe in Christ), and not because of the Law. The profound significance of the tearing of the veil is explained in glorious detail in Hebrews. The things of the temple were shadows of things to come, and they all ultimately point us to Jesus Christ. He was the veil to the Holy of Holies, and through His death, the faithful now have free access to God.

The message of the cross is unmistakably clear. The Son of God came into the world to bear witness to the truth, not to judge the world but that the world might be saved through Him (Mark 10:45). This is the power and wisdom of God. The gospel evokes very different responses from its hearers: “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God” (1 Corinthians 1:18). God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, the weak things of the world to shame the strong, and the “low and despised” things of the world to be raised up for His glory (1 Corinthians 1:27–29, NET). This is the wisdom of God. The cross is an offence to many because it tells us without a shadow of a doubt that without the Blood that was shed, we are doomed. The cross reminds us that we need Christ. We need a Saviour, and we cannot save ourselves.

The concept of not being able to save ourselves is an affront to many in this world. After all, we live in times where the ego rules supreme, and so many want to be their gods and masters of their fate. Yet we are not. We have been created. Without embracing the cross and the sacrifice on it, our lives have very little meaning and worse, eternal separation from God awaits.

The message of the cross is that the Son of God was crucified to atone for the sins of mankind and secure pardon and salvation for all who would believe in Him. It is this message that is considered folly by those who are perishing—those who disbelieve God’s sentence of death on humanity and prefer human ideas over God’s truth. The message of the cross is divinely inspired, holy, and eternal. It is the love of God come into the world through the Son to destroy the works of the devil (John 18:37; 1 John 3:8). The message of the cross is the wisdom and power of God to keep the promise of John 3:16, to give eternal life to all who believe in the Son. It is also the grace of God rendering to the believer the gifts of repentance, justification, and sanctification, all of which find their meaning in Christ crucified (Luke 23:33–43).

For some, the cross is foolishness because in their wisdom they judge the Bible as an antiquated, mystical book. How can a sacrifice on a cross save someone? They see Scripture as irrelevant, silly, and valueless in a post-Christian era. They reject the teaching that they are wretched, poor, miserable, blind, and naked before a holy God (Revelation 3:15–19). “They knew God, [but] they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools” (Romans 1:21–22, KJV).

We live in a world where many regard themselves as very clever and wise. Yet such wisdom is mere foolishness as we are blinded by our pride. Some continue to mock, despise, and reject the message of the cross as meaningless and unimportant. Blinded by arrogance and lacking wisdom, they see no beauty in Christ and no value in the cross. God is not mocked by such as these: “For it is written, ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the cleverness of the clever I
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