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Dedication
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Introduction

It all started with a sewing box. A marvellous creation. Perfection. All the pieces of wood fitted together perfectly, creating drawers, compartments and finished off with handles and feet. Three diagonal supports enabled the drawers to be folded out and in. Screws either side of the lower section held the one-piece, looping carrying handle. Small ornate handles made it easy to open the top drawers and extend the sewing box to its full length, suddenly revealing all that was inside. A design made in heaven. Smooth. Unblemished.

Yarns and threads, bits and pieces, and even the odd sock needing darning soon filled the sewing box. Overfilled it. Hinges, drawers and lids all took the strain, but the carrying handle was the first to break and end up lost. The sewing box remained firm. Sturdy. Reliable. It had to be, otherwise all the yarns and threads could have been lost too. The sewing box kept them safe and gave the sewing box its purpose. The alternative? Emptiness.

Over the years, many yarns and threads came and went, found their own use and purpose elsewhere. Pity the empty bobbins. Discarded to make way for other reels. Over-entanglement, unruly yarns and threads brought the sewing box to a standstill. Blocked compartments, hinges and drawers. Time to tidy up, be ruthless, discard the unwanted, rearrange the remainers. Start again. Until next time.

YARNS: spun threads used for knitting, weaving or sewing. Interesting, exciting or rambling stories, often implausible.

THREADS: Long thin strands of cotton, nylon or other fibres used in sewing or weaving. Themes or characteristics running throughout a situation or piece of writing.





Hanging by a Thread

The last walnut of autumn looked down in dread

In the night it had dropped from a soft green bed

And there it swayed under leaf and above the shed

Still part of the tree, hanging on by a thread.

And do we share the walnut’s dread?

As we prepare to leave our bed

With this thought ever in our head

‘Here we are, hanging on by a thread.’





One and Six

‘Go upstairs, take your trousers off and my wife will sort you out!’ Not the first thing one would expect a British ambassador to say in the embassy hallway after exchanging pleasantries with his latest wet visitor to arrive.

The sudden torrential downpour in Tokyo had taken everybody by surprise that evening. Flustered taxi drivers did their best to deliver their passengers as close as possible to the embassy steps. A quick drenching was, however, inevitable. Furthermore, caution was also needed when negotiating deep puddles on the uneven steps leading up to the grand front door. Two doormen did their best to shield the arriving guests with large, black umbrellas. Just a token gesture. Everybody was soaked anyway.

Several dignitaries were already drying out and taking advantage of the silver trays of drinks and canapes as they were held out expertly and invitingly by the waiting staff in opulent reception room. They were a few minutes ahead of the anxious businessman in his tight suit and jacket. He picked his moment, jumped out of the taxi, forgot his Japanese etiquette and tried to slam shut his passenger door (much to the irritation of the driver), and took the embassy steps two at a time. The final part of his hop, skip and jump proved too much for the seat of his made-to-measure, slate-grey trousers. A short, sharp ripping noise and the sense of immediate exposure at the rear turned anxiety to horror. The ambassador, accustomed to dealing with all sorts of British mishaps in the Japanese capital, acted as a shield and ushered him calmy upstairs.

‘Is this your first visit to Japan?’ asked the ambassador’s wife politely as she sat opposite her unexpected guest as he tried to cover his underpants with his jacket. A couple of inquisitive children came in to see what was happening. ‘Don’t stare, children!’ ordered their mother. The businessman’s red cheeks had nothing to do with his earlier sprint from the taxi. Expertly and swiftly, the experienced seamstress waved her needle like a magic wand until the thread made the seam whole again. Within a couple of minutes of entering the room, the visitor was fully clothed again. His trousers intact.

‘You might need this again,’ smiled the ambassador’s wife as she closed her sewing box crammed with yarns and threads, then handed him a cotton reel. ‘It’s the perfect match for your suit.’

The much-relieved businessman thanked his saviour, took the cotton reel and studied the label. Dewhurst’s Sylko, Sheets, Silk Substitute, one shilling and sixpence. One and six! That meant the cotton reel was already at least 40 years old.

Upon returning home from Japan, a place was found in the top drawer of its new sewing box. The thread was needed on a few more occasions, but for less dramatic repairs. Years later, the thread, the suit and the businessman all became exhausted and went their separate ways.





People Persons
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Anyone for an Ice?

The problem with tourist site ices

Was the competition for prices

With four hot-blooded Italians,

Two mares and two white-coated stallions

Trouble would turn to a crisis

Pino and Dino weren’t brothers,

Same father but two different mothers,

Serving vanilla in Pisa

They both fell for Lisa,

For both there would be no other.

But Lisa could have but one fella,

So Dino he settled for Bella,

All went ok till they moved to UK

To Portsmouth to sell stracciatella.

That hot July day, all was merry,

Sales were booming, especially strawberry,

But things turned out sour

When after a shower

Red passengers got off the ferry.

The tourists all headed for Pino,

Enraged, in butted Dino,

Is BOGOF for you!

Oi, bog off you, too!

Cue for domestic sceno

Up went the tubs and the cornets,

Flew down the prom just like hornets,

Cream all lush and shiny,

Ended up in the briny,

With gelati trolleys, that’s torn it!

Just as the sea air turned tense,

A flake of pure common sense,

Their lady tellers,

Silenced the fellas,

Offered lollies for 35 pence.

Anglo-Italian bliss

Was sealed with a chocolate kiss.

Gleeful holidaymakers,

Guffawed, real boneshakers,

That day was not one to miss.
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