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About the book

Why do so many women organize against militarism and war? And why, very often, do they choose to do so in women-only groups? This original study, the product of 80,000 miles of travel by the author over a two-year period, examines women’s activism against wars as far apart as Sierra Leone, Colombia and India. It shows women on different sides of conflicts in the former Yugoslavia and Israel, refusing racism, enmity and collective guilt, working together for peace with justice. It describes transnational networks of women opposing US and Western European militarism and the so-called ‘war on terror’ and its accompanying racism.

Women are often motivated by adverse experiences in the male-dominated anti-war movements, preferring to choose different methods of protest and remain in control of their own actions. But like the mainstream movements, women’s groups differ. They debate pacifism – must justice come before peace? They differ on nationalism, some condemning it as a cause of war, others seeing it as a legitimate source of identity. Yet despite women’s varied positionalities and perspectives on war, a coherent feminism emerges in this transnational campaigning, and it suggests to both theory and activism a radical analytical shift: we cannot understand war, nor can we effectively campaign against it, without reference to gender power and gendered violence.
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In Palestine and Israel Chapter 4 is based on visits to Palestine/Israel in November 2005 and March 2006. The following generously gave time for interviews. In East Jerusalem, I learned about the Jerusalem Center for Women (JCW) and the Jerusalem Link of which it is one of the partner organizations, mainly from interviews with Natasha Khalidi (director of the JCW), Amal Khrieshe Barghouti (board member of the JCW and director of the Palestine Women Workers’ Society for Development) and Maha Abu-Dayyeh Shamas (board member of the JCW and director of the Women’s Counselling and Legal Advice Centre in East Jerusalem, from whom I also learned about the progress of the International Women’s Commission, in which she is a prime mover, see chapter 5). In Ramallah I had very productive interviews with three individual women, Nadia Naser-Najjab (Assistant Professor, Department of Education and Psychology, Bir Zeit University), Raja Rantisi (Associate Professor, Department of Language and Translation, Bir Zeit University) and Rana Nashashibi (director of the Palestine Counselling Centre in East Jerusalem). On the Israeli side of the Green Line, my account in chapter 4 of Bat Shalom’s activities nationally and in West Jerusalem is based on valuable interviews with Molly Malekar (director of Bat Shalom of the Jerusalem Link), Lily Traubmann (political co-ordinator of Bat Shalom), Bat Shalom board members Aida Shibli and Khulood Badawi; board member Judy Blanc (from whom I also learned some of the history of Women in Black); also board member Debby Lerman and former Bat Shalom staff member Manal Massalha (both interviewed in London). My account of northern Bat Shalom is based mainly on interviews, while visiting Megiddo, Afula and Nazareth, with Yehudit Zaidenberg, programme coordinator, active members Mariam Yusuf Abu Hussein and Samira Khoury, informal talks with Aisheh Sedawi, Vera Jordan and Yael Miron, and many long conversations with Lily Traubmann. Beyond the two organizations of the Jerusalem Link, which were my main focus, I filled out the picture of women’s anti-occupation activism in Israel by means of interviews with Gila Svirsky (co-founder and at that time international co-ordinator of the Coalition of Women for Peace); Rela Mazali (writer, researcher and founder of New Profile: Movement for the Civilization of Israeli Society) and Tali Lerner (currently developing New Profile’s youth programme); Amira Gelblum (historian, Department of Political Science, Open University who told me about the Community of Learning Women of which she is a joint founder); and with Hedva Isachar (writer and broadcaster, author of Sisters in Peace: Feminist Voices of the Left), Samira Khoury (active in TANDI, the Movement of Democratic Women for Israel, as well as Bat Shalom), Sharon Dolev (formerly staff member of the Geneva Accords Campaign, active in the political party Hadash), Yehudit Keshet (co-founder of Machsom Watch), and, at the end of the alphabet, Yvonne Deutsch (a founding director of Kol Ha-Isha, the Women’s Centre in W. Jerusalem).

In the UK In relation to chapter 5, I was lucky to catch both Felicity Hill and Carol Cohn on their way through London. Felicity is former director of the office of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) at the United Nations in New York, subsequently a Peace and Security Adviser to UNIFEM’s Governance, Peace and Security Team, and was currently Greenpeace International Political Adviser on Nuclear and Disarmament Issues. Carol Cohn is director of the Boston Consortium on Gender, Security and Human Rights and a senior research scholar at the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy in the USA. My account of the NGO Working Group and its efforts to achieve UN Security Council Resolution 1325 owes much to them. I’ve also gained some reassurance concerning my account of WILPF from advice received from Edith Ballantyne, for many years its Secretary General, and Sheila Triggs, currently UK president of the League and active besides in the London group of Women in Black. The account of ‘camping’ and other forms of nonviolent direct action is based on interviews with a very experienced trio, Helen John (associated first with the Greenham Common women’s peace camp, subsequently with the camp at Menwith Hill, Yorkshire); Rebecca Johnson (centrally involved at Greenham, subsequently founding director of the Acronym Institute for Disarmament Diplomacy); and Sian Jones (involved with Greenham and subsequently an activist at the women’s peace camp at the Atomic Weapons Establishment at Aldermaston).
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