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As practical theology deals with practical every- day life applications, it seeks to bridge the gap between faith and everyday experiences, it fur- ther emphasizes how theological beliefs in this case leadership which is crucial in all spheres of life -can be utilised greatly.

With leadership, there will be different styles and innovations. Ciulla (1998) states that Lead- ership is not a person or a position. It is a com- plex moral relationship between people, based on trust, obligation, commitment, emotion and shared vision of the good.

Aborah Samuel, Dip, MSc, DBS, MCCT, MSET
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INTRODUCTION
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Numbers 1:1-18;

The Israelites are described in Numbers as being in the wilderness. If one interprets Numbers 1:1-18 as a symbolic narrative1 in which the names of the characters are presented as types of particular people and roles or behaviours, then one can conclude that the people and roles that these names represent are a lighthouse for our generation, guiding us towards the roles and behaviours that need to be instilled in or watched out for when it comes to leadership.

The Israelites are making preparations for their journey to the land of promise in the Sinai wilderness at the beginning of the book of Numbers. A census of men 20 years of age and older is presented at the beginning of the book, with the exception of the Levites, who

[image: ]
1 Bruce C. Birch, Walter Brueggemann, Terence E. Fretheim, David L. Petersen, A Theological Introduction to the Old Testament, Nashville: Abingdon Press.
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will be eligible for military service (Numbers 1: 1-46).2 From the congregation’s tent of meeting, the sacred place, the LORD speaks to Moses. He gives the names of the men from the Israelite tribes who will support Moses in his leadership work. The names that the LORD has expressed gives us a certain insight about the characterization of the people that God has selected to stand with Moses, the man of God.

The main purposes of proper names are identi- fication, reference, and characterisation, which stabilises the importance of the function and the traits of the bearer. It is not implausible to sug- gest that the names reveal information about the traits and role of the bearer. The LORD’s plans and strategies for leadership would be- come clear to us if we were to characterise the meaning of the names of the men He chose to stand with Moses. Certain traits of the bearers

[image: ]
2 Augustine M. Mensah, The Hebrew Bible: Torah, Revised and Enlarged, Cape Coast, Ghana: Nyakod Printing and Publishing Co. 2018.
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are highlighted when one reads the significance or meaning of their names. In this book, the characterisation that upholds the importance of the bearer’s role is examined.

These men are the men that shall stand with Moses. The word stand is translated from the Hebrew word that implies not only that one already stands in a place, but also that he comes to stand there, to take a stand, to stand by or for that is to succour or defend3. These men are chosen by the LORD to stand with Moses to succour him as he leads the people to the land of promise. These are men who are descendants of the Patriarch Jacob. The birth of children (Genesis 29:31–30:24), whose names are repeated at the conclusion of the story (Genesis 35: 22b–26), is the main event of the next twenty years of Jacob’s existence in Mesopotamia. Benjamin is the only one who

[image: ]
3 William Wilson, Wilson’s Old Testament Word Studies, Peabody, Massachusetts: Hendrickson Publishers.
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was not born in Mesopotamia. Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulon, and Dinah were all born of Leah. Gad and Asher were born to Leah’s proxy, Zilpah. Rachel was Benjamin’s and Joseph’s mother. Dan and Naphtali were born through Rachel’s proxy, Bilhah. Jacob’s story is recounted with a captivating psychological insight and narrative skill combining a personal life story with the representative function of the characters.
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Chapter One
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And the LORD spoke
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This was the first day of the second month, in the second year after the LORD brought Israel out of Egypt. Most likely, the euphoria of reaching the land of promise at blistering speed has worn off. Throughout many days of uncertainty, they had trudged along wilderness trails as the LORD led them by day in the pillar of cloud and by night in the pillar of fire (Exodus 13:21-22; Exodus 14:19-20). Everyone in the company of Israel that left Egypt came along. And no one was left behind (see Exodus 12:37-

[image: ]

41). They moved at such a pace that both the elderly and the very young children could cope with the journey.

In the third month after the Israelites left Egypt, they came into the wilderness of Sinai. Exactly eleven months prior to this event in Numbers 1:1, Israel came into the wilderness of Sinai (Exodus 19:1 ff) and pitched camp before the mountain. It was at this place the LORD made them a promise, that, if they will obey his voice and keep his covenant, they would be a peculiar treasure to him, and they will be to him a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.

On the twentieth day of the second month in the second year, the Israelites departed from the wilderness of Sinai (Numbers 10:11–12). The children of Israel had to get ready and be prepared in order to continue their journey to the land of promise between the time the LORD spoke to Moses on the first day of the second month in the second year and when they left on

[image: ]

the twentieth day of the same second month in the second year. When the LORD speaks, all doubts are settled, all questions are answered, fires of contention is put out of its fuel and extinguished, hidden truths that the world needs to know are made clear, and God’s glory is displayed.

The LORD spoke to Moses about the people that will stand with him and assist him lead the people to the land of promise (Numbers 1:5). In carrying out any leadership task, it is important to have people who will stand with you. You do not have to be a loner. There should be some people the LORD has touched to stand with you and help carry out the purpose God has called you to fulfil. Even though the LORD had commissioned Moses and empowered him to lead his people out of Egypt through mighty signs and wonders, the same LORD spoke to Moses and gave him the names of those that shall stand with him.

[image: ]

You need people to stand with you to fulfil your purpose. Has the LORD called you? Has the LORD given you an assignment? Has the LORD commissioned you? Wait upon the LORD to give you the people who shall stand with you. If the LORD, did it for Moses, he can and he will do it for you. There are some people the LORD has ordained to stand with you
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