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    Between fragmentary chronicles and enduring landscapes, Media emerges as both a kingdom and a question. In MEDIA (Illustrated), George Rawlinson guides readers through the challenge of recovering an ancient Iranian polity whose presence is felt more in echoes than in unbroken records. Working at the intersection of classical testimony and early epigraphic discovery, he reconstructs a people poised between the shadow of Assyria and the rise of Persia. The book’s enduring fascination lies in its effort to translate scattered evidence into a coherent story without collapsing nuance, allowing the Median world to appear in outline, texture, and measured possibility.

MEDIA is a work of nineteenth-century historical nonfiction, composed within the Victorian project of synthesizing classical sources with the then-emerging results of Near Eastern studies. Focused on the Iranian plateau and the Zagros corridors, it treats the Median people and their polity across the first millennium BCE, as they interacted with neighboring powers of Mesopotamia and the plateau. The volume aligns with Rawlinson’s broader inquiries into the monarchies of the ancient Eastern world, and the illustrated format supports its descriptive ambition. The result is a carefully framed survey that situates Media’s geography, peoples, and institutions within a wider ancient Near Eastern context.

Rawlinson proceeds by assembling testimonies from classical historians alongside linguistic and archaeological indications available to his era, constantly weighing what can and cannot be asserted. The voice is scholarly and deliberate, moving from scene-setting geography to cultural patterns and political developments in steady, reasoned sequences. While attentive to narrative momentum, the style privileges description and comparison, inviting readers to test each conclusion against the visible evidence. The tone is measured rather than polemical, emphasizing plausibility over flourish. Illustrations punctuate the account to anchor abstractions in artifacts and landscapes, shaping a reading experience that alternates between panoramic survey and close observation.

Among the book’s central themes are the formation of early imperial structures, the circulation of peoples across highland and lowland frontiers, and the way geography molds power. Equally prominent is a meditation on sources: how stories transmitted by Greek writers intersect with inscriptions and material traces, and how gaps in evidence foster both hypothesis and restraint. Rawlinson underscores the instability of labels such as nation or race when applied to ancient societies, approaching identity as a mosaic rather than a monolith. Throughout, the narrative explores diplomacy, warfare, religion, and craftsmanship as mutually informing spheres that give the Median world historical contour.

For contemporary readers, MEDIA matters as a case study in how historical knowledge is constructed, challenged, and refined. It captures a moment when classical learning met the first fruits of cuneiform decipherment, revealing both the possibilities and limits of synthesis. Engaging it today encourages critical reflection on method, on the risks of projecting modern categories backward, and on the ways narratives shape cultural memory across regions that remain central to world affairs. The book also opens a doorway into ancient Iran for general readers, offering orientation and vocabulary that can be carried into more recent scholarship and ongoing debates.

The illustrated presentation is integral to the work’s pedagogy, using visual materials to make arguments about settlement, costume, art, and environment more legible. Rather than decorating the text, images serve as evidence that readers can inspect alongside the prose, encouraging a habit of comparison at the heart of the book’s method. The pacing alternates between broad syntheses and close analyses, giving newcomers points of entry without sacrificing depth. Rawlinson’s careful signposting helps readers track uncertainties and degrees of confidence, so that interpretation becomes a shared endeavor rather than a hidden calculation carried out behind authoritative declarations.

Ultimately, MEDIA offers a disciplined reconstruction of a civilization that stands at the hinge of ancient Western Asia, framed by a consciousness of what the record can bear. Its central tension—between ambition to narrate and responsibility to qualify—remains instructive for any encounter with the distant past. As an introduction to the Median story and a document of Victorian scholarship at work, it invites readers to move carefully, think comparatively, and recognize the provisional nature of grand narratives. Read in this spirit, the book endures as both guide and artifact, illuminating how we learn from scarcity as well as abundance.
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    George Rawlinson’s Media (Illustrated) presents a compact historical study of the Median people and their state as part of his broader inquiry into the great monarchies of the ancient Near East. Drawing primarily on classical testimony—especially Herodotus—augmented by the then-young field of cuneiform studies and comparative geography, Rawlinson reconstructs the setting, institutions, and career of the Median power. The volume’s illustrations serve to clarify topography, costume, and material culture, while his narrative weighs rival traditions with caution. The result is a structured account that traces Media’s emergence, consolidation, and legacy within the shifting balance of forces that shaped Western Asia before the rise of Persia.

The work opens with the land itself: a highland realm bounded by mountain chains and plateaus, positioned between Mesopotamia and the Iranian steppes. Rawlinson emphasizes how climate, passes, and pasture determined settlement, defense, and economy. He distinguishes regional zones, including the northern area later known as Atropatene, and centers attention on Ecbatana as a focal city. From place-names, personal names, and cultural practices, he argues for the Median people’s close affinity with the broader Iranian family. This environmental and ethnographic framing underpins his later analysis of how geography enabled both cohesion among tribes and leverage over neighboring lowland empires.

Turning to political formation, Rawlinson follows classical accounts that present a gradual transition from tribal arbitration to monarchy. He recounts the figure often placed at the beginning of Median kingship, celebrated for imposing order and for choosing Ecbatana as a royal seat. The narrative highlights administrative tightening and architectural ambition as marks of early statehood. Where sources differ, Rawlinson signals uncertainties rather than forcing a single line, using material culture and comparative precedent to sketch plausible mechanisms of centralization and early diplomacy without overstating what the evidence can securely bear.

As the kingdom matures, the study examines military organization and external policy, especially vis-à-vis Assyria. Rawlinson attributes Median strength to improved discipline, the use of cavalry suited to upland terrain, and fortification strategies. He treats the Scythian intrusion reported by classical writers as a disruptive interlude that nonetheless sharpened Median military response. The account culminates in a coordinated pressure on Assyria, with Media positioned as a decisive partner in the unraveling of that empire’s supremacy. Throughout, Rawlinson links campaigns to geographic corridors and resource bases, clarifying how strategy followed from landscape.

The later chapters address the last Median rulers, courtly display, and the strains of managing a multi-front state. Rawlinson explores the kingdom’s diplomacy with western and southern powers, the symbolism of royal architecture, and the mechanisms used to hold peripheral tribes. He relays the well-known traditions about palace intrigue and succession that foreshadow a transfer of hegemony to a rising power from the southeast. While acknowledging the narrative color of such tales, he keeps attention on structural factors—military logistics, loyalties among elites, and frontier volatility—that made a change in leadership regionally intelligible.

Beyond politics and war, the book surveys religion, customs, and arts. Rawlinson discusses the Magian priesthood, practices associated with fire veneration, and norms of dress and ceremony, noting both the distinctiveness of Median culture and its affinities with neighboring Iranian traditions. He considers metalwork, domestic architecture, and urban planning, with Ecbatana’s concentric defenses a recurrent touchstone. Social organization, from clan structures to royal service, is tied to the economy of herding and agriculture. The illustrations reinforce these depictions, situating textual claims within material and visual evidence available to nineteenth-century scholarship.

Rawlinson closes by assessing Media’s imprint on subsequent imperial forms, especially those of early Persia, in administration, military practice, and ideological presentation. He is careful to state the limits of the sources, balancing literary tradition against emerging inscriptions and archaeological clues. The volume’s enduring value lies in its synthesis: a clear, topographically grounded narrative that places Media at the hinge between Assyria’s decline and a new imperial order, while inviting readers to weigh how method, evidence, and caution can recover an ancient state’s shape without overpromising certainty.
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    George Rawlinson (1812–1902), Camden Professor of Ancient History at Oxford from 1861, composed his study of the Medes as part of The Five Great Monarchies of the Ancient Eastern World, issued in the 1860s. Writing in Victorian Britain, he addressed an expanding educated readership eager for synthesis of classical learning and new archaeological discoveries. Universities, learned societies, and museums—especially Oxford and the British Museum—were consolidating Oriental studies into academic disciplines. Rawlinson’s training as a historian and classicist, and his close association with the pioneering Assyriologist Henry Creswicke Rawlinson, positioned him to collate inscriptions, Greek narratives, and biblical references into a coherent account of Media.

His work emerged alongside the rapid rise of Assyriology. After Georg Friedrich Grotefend’s early breakthroughs (1802) on Old Persian cuneiform, Henry Rawlinson copied and analyzed the trilingual Behistun inscription in the 1830s–1840s, unlocking Achaemenid names and grammar. Edward Hincks and Jules Oppert further advanced decipherment. In 1857, a Royal Asiatic Society committee compared independent translations of a cuneiform text, publicly validating the method. At the same time, excavations by Paul-Émile Botta and Austen Henry Layard at Khorsabad, Nimrud, and Nineveh delivered inscriptions and reliefs to European collections. These initiatives supplied texts and images through which George Rawlinson framed the ancient Iranian plateau.

Regarding Media specifically, the evidentiary base in the 1860s was fragmentary. No Median royal annals were available; the people appear in Neo-Assyrian inscriptions as Mada, tributaries or foes on Assyria’s northeastern frontier, and in Achaemenid inscriptions and Persepolis reliefs as a key subject nation. Classical authors—especially Herodotus’s narrative of Deioces, Phraortes, Cyaxares, and Astyages, and notices in Ctesias and Xenophon—formed the backbone of the political chronology employed by Victorian scholars. Rawlinson combined these texts with newly read Assyrian records of campaigns into the Zagros and iconography depicting Median costume, producing a picture of Media that balanced philology, archaeology, and classical historiography.

Rawlinson’s intellectual setting was also shaped by Anglican scholarship and biblical apologetics. He delivered the Bampton Lectures at Oxford in 1859 on historical evidences for Scripture, and he often read Near Eastern finds in conversation with the Hebrew Bible. References to the Medes in Isaiah and Jeremiah and to the “laws of the Medes and Persians” in Daniel provided a familiar framework for Victorian readers. This confessional context did not dictate his conclusions, but it encouraged harmonization where possible and emphasized continuity between archaeological discovery and scriptural history, reinforcing a narrative of the ancient East that resonated with Britain’s religious culture.

Mid-nineteenth-century historiography furnished interpretive tools that shaped his portrait of Media. Comparative philology, popularized by figures like Max Müller, classified Indo-European (then often termed “Aryan”) languages separately from Semitic ones. Rawlinson located the Medes and Persians within the Indo-European family, contrasting them with Assyrians and Babylonians. He also employed prevalent frameworks such as “Oriental despotism” and moralized assessments of monarchy and manners. These categories, standard in his time, guided arguments about ethnic affinities, cultural traits, and political institutions. Though later scholarship would refine or abandon such typologies, they provided Victorian readers with a structured, ostensibly scientific taxonomy of ancient peoples.

Contemporary geopolitics heightened British interest in Iran and Mesopotamia. During the “Great Game,” Britain and Russia competed for influence across the Iranian plateau and Central Asia. British officers, diplomats, and scholars surveyed routes, copied inscriptions, and collected antiquities. Henry Rawlinson served with the East India Company, acted as British Resident at Baghdad, and later represented Britain in Persia, experiences that deepened his expertise in local languages and history. Such networks gave George Rawlinson privileged access to reports, squeezes, and photographs, and ensured that discussions of Median origins, boundaries, and neighbors reached a public attuned to strategic narratives about the region.

The illustrated format of Victorian antiquarian works shaped how audiences encountered Media. Engravings and woodcuts reproduced reliefs from Nineveh and Persepolis, maps charted the Zagros highlands and cities like Ecbatana (Hamadan), and comparative plates displayed Median dress and weaponry beside Assyrian and Persian analogues. Publications by Layard, Botta and Place, and French teams like Flandin and Coste supplied visual templates widely reused by historians. Museum displays and periodicals circulated these images far beyond specialist circles. Rawlinson’s inclusion of such materials supported his reconstructions and aligned with a pedagogical aim: to make the remote Iranian past tangible through vetted artifacts and topography.

Within this milieu, Rawlinson’s Media sought to integrate classical narratives with the first generations of deciphered inscriptions and archaeological vistas. The result reflects Victorian confidence in universal history and a desire to order the ancient Near East into legible monarchies and successions. While later research would question the scale and centralization of a Median “empire” as described by Herodotus, the work captured the state of knowledge available in the 1860s and transmitted it to a broad public. Its synthesis, moral tone, and reliance on newly accessible material evidence embody both the achievements and the assumptions of early Assyriological historiography.
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Χωρην ναιεταοντες απειρςτον νι μεν επ αντας

Πέτρας αι φυουσιν αφεγγεα ναρκισσιτην,

Οι δ΄ εκας εν λασιμαι νενασμενοι ειαμενηαι,

Πωεα καλα νέμοντες αδην βεβρθοτα μαλλοις. 

DIONYS, Perieg. 1030-1033.



Along the eastern flank of the great Mesopotamian lowland, curving round it on the north, and stretching beyond it to the south and the south-east, lies a vast elevated region, or highland, no portion of which appears to be less than 3000 feet above the sea-level. This region may be divided, broadly, into two tracts, one consisting of lofty mountainous ridges, which form its outskirts on the north and on the west; the other, in the main a high flat table-land, extending from the foot of the mountain chains, southward to the Indian Ocean, and eastward to the country of the Afghans. The western mountain-country consists, as has been already observed, of six or seven parallel ridges, having a direction nearly from the north-west to the south-east, enclosing between them, valleys of great fertility, and well watered by a large number of plentiful and refreshing streams. This district was known to the ancients as Zagros[1], while in modern geography it bears the names of Kurdistan and Luristan. It has always been inhabited by a multitude of warlike tribes, and has rarely formed for any long period a portion of any settled monarchy. Full of torrents, of deep ravines, or rocky summits, abrupt and almost inaccessible; containing but few passes, and those narrow and easily defensible; secure, moreover, owing to the rigor of its climate, from hostile invasion during more than half the year; it has defied all attempts to effect its permanent subjugation, whether made by Assyrians, Persians, Greeks, Parthians, or Turks, and remains to this day as independent of the great powers in its neighborhood as it was when the Assyrian armies first penetrated its recesses. Nature seems to have constructed it to be a nursery of hardy and vigorous men, a stumbling-block to conquerors, a thorn in the side of every powerful empire which arises in this part of the great eastern continent.

The northern mountain country—known to modern geographers as Eiburz[2]—is a tract of far less importance. It is not composed, like Zagros, of a number of parallel chains, but consists of a single lofty ridge, furrowed by ravines and valleys, from which spurs are thrown out, running in general at right angles to its axis. Its width is comparatively slight; and instead of giving birth to numerous large rivers, it forms only a small number of insignificant streams, often dry in summer, which have short courses, being soon absorbed either by the Caspian or the Desert. Its most striking feature is the snowy peak of Demavend[3], which impends over Teheran, and appears to be the highest summit in the part of Asia west of the Himalayas.

The elevated plateau which stretches from the foot of those two mountain regions to the south and east is, for the most part, a flat sandy desert, incapable of sustaining more than a sparse and scanty population. The northern and western portions are, however, less arid than the east and south, being watered to some distance by the streams that descend from Zagros and Elburz, and deriving fertility also from the spring rains. Some of the rivers which flow from Zagros on this side are large and strong. One, the Kizil-Uzen, reaches the Caspian. Another, the Zenderud, fertilizes a large district near Isfahan. A third, the Bendamir, flows by Persepolis and terminates in a sheet of water of some size—lake Bakhtigan. A tract thus intervenes between the mountain regions and the desert which, though it cannot be called fertile, is fairly productive, and can support a large settled population. This forms the chief portion of the region which the ancients called Media, as being the country inhabited by the race on whose history we are about to enter.

Media, however, included, besides this, another tract of considerable size and importance. At the north-western angle of the region above described, in the corner whence the two great chains branch out to the south and to the east, is a tract composed almost entirely of mountains, which the Greeks called Atropatene, and which is now known as Azerbijan. This district lies further to the north than the rest of Media, being in the same parallels with the lower part of the Caspian Sea. It comprises the entire basin of Lake Urumiyeh, together with the country intervening between that basin and the high mountain chain which curves round the south-western corner of the Caspian, It is a region generally somewhat sterile, but containing a certain quantity of very, fertile territory, more particularly in the Urumiyeh basin, and towards the mouth of the river Araxes.

The boundaries of Media are given somewhat differently by different writers, and no doubt they actually varied at different periods; but the variations were not great, and the natural limits, on three sides at any rate, may be laid down with tolerable precision. Towards the north the boundary was at first the mountain chain closing in on that side the Urumiyeh basin, after which it seems to have been held that the true limit was the Araxes, to its entrance on the low country, and then the mountain chain west and south of the Caspian. Westward, the line of demarcation may be best regarded as, towards the south, running along the centre of the Zagros region; and, above this, as formed by that continuation of the Zagros chain which separates the Urumiyeh from the Van basin. Eastward, the boundary was marked by the spur from the Elburz, across which lay the pass known as the Pylse Caspise, and below this by the great salt desert, whose western limit is nearly in the same longitude. Towards the south there was no marked line or natural boundary; and it is difficult to say with any exactness how much of the great plateau belonged to Media and how much to Persia. Having regard, however, to the situation of Hamadan, which, as the capital, should have been tolerably central, and to the general account which historians and geographers give of the size of Media, we may place the southern limit with much probability about the line of the thirty-second parallel, which is nearly the present boundary between Irak and Fars.

The shape of Media has been called a square; but it is rather a long parallelogram, whose two principal sides face respectively the north-east and the south-west, while the ends or shorter sides front to the south-east and to the northwest. Its length in its greater direction is about 600 miles, and its width about 250 miles. It must thus contain nearly 150,000 square miles, an area considerably larger than that of Assyria and Chaldaea put together, and quite sufficient to constitute a state of the first class, even according to the ideas of modern Europe. It is nearly one-fifth more than the area of the British Islands, and half as much again as that of Prussia, or of peninsular Italy. It equals three fourths of France, or three fifths of Germany. It has, moreover, the great advantage of compactness, forming a single solid mass, with no straggling or outlying portions; and it is strongly defended on almost every side by natural barriers offering great difficulties to an invader.

In comparison with the countries which formed the seats of the two monarchies already described, the general character of the Median territory is undoubtedly one of sterility. The high table-land is everywhere intersected by rocky ranges, spurs from Zagros, which have a general direction from west to east, and separate the country into a number of parallel broad valleys, or long plains, opening out into the desert. The appearance of these ranges is almost everywhere bare, arid, and forbidding. Above, they present to the eye huge masses of gray rock piled one upon another; below, a slope of detritus, destitute of trees or shrubs, and only occasionally nourishing a dry and scanty herbage. The appearance of the plains is little superior; they are flat and without undulations, composed in general of gravel or hard clay, and rarely enlivened by any show of water; except for two months in the spring, they exhibit to the eye a uniform brown expanse, almost treeless, which impresses the traveller with a feeling of sadness and weariness. Even in Azerbijan, which is one of the least arid portions of the territory, vast tracks consist of open undulating downs, desolate and sterile, bearing only a coarse withered grass and a few stunted bushes.

Still there are considerable exceptions to this general aspect of desolation[1q]. In the worst parts of the region there is a time after the spring rains when nature puts on a holiday dress, and the country becomes gay and cheerful. The slopes at the base of the rocky ranges are tinged with an emerald green: a richer vegetation springs up over the plains, which are covered with a fine herbage or with a variety of crops; the fruit trees which surround the villages burst out into the most luxuriant blossom; the roses come into bloom, and their perfume everywhere fills the air. For the two months of April and May the whole face of the country is changed, and a lovely verdure replaces the ordinary dull sterility.

In a certain number of more favored spots beauty and fertility are found during nearly the whole of the year. All round the shores of Lake Urumiyeh, more especially in the rich plain of Miyandab at its southern extremity, along the valleys of the Aras, the Kizil-uzen, and the Jaghetu, in the great valley of Linjan, fertilized by irrigation from the Zenderud, in the Zagros valleys, and in various other places, there is an excellent soil which produces abundantly with very slight cultivation.

The general sterility of Media arises from the scantiness of the water supply. It has but few rivers, and the streams that it possesses run for the most part in deep and narrow valleys sunk below the general level of the country, so that they cannot be applied at all widely to purposes of irrigation. Moreover, some of them are, unfortunately, impregnated with salt to such an extent that they are altogether useless for this purpose; and indeed, instead of fertilizing, spread around them desolation and barrenness. The only Median streams which are of sufficient importance to require description are the Aras, the Kizil-Uzen, the Jaghetu, the Aji-Su and the Zenderud, or river of Isfahan.

The Aras is only very partially a Median stream. It rises from several sources in the mountain tract between Kars and Erzeroum, and runs with a generally eastern direction through Armenia to the longitude of Mount Ararat, where it crosses the fortieth parallel and begins to trend southward, flowing along the eastern side of Ararat in a south-easterly direction, nearly to the Julfa ferry on the high road from Erivan to Tabriz. From this point it runs only a little south of east to long. 46° 30’ E. from Greenwich, when it makes almost a right angle and runs directly north-east to its junction with the Kur at Djavat. Soon after this it curves to the south, and enters the Caspian by several mouths in lat. 39° 10’ nearly. The Aras is a considerable stream almost from its source. At Hassan-Kaleh, less than twenty miles from Erzeroum, where the river is forded in several branches, the water reaches to the saddle-girths. At Keupri-Kieui, not much lower, the stream is crossed by a bridge of seven arches. At the Julfa ferry it is fifty yards wide, and runs with a strong current. At Megree, thirty miles further down, its width is eighty yards. In spring and early summer the stream receives enormous accessions from the spring rains and the melting of the snows, which produce floods that often cause great damage to the lands and villages along the valley. Hence the difficulty of maintaining bridges over the Aras, which was noted as early as the time of Augustus, and is attested by the ruins of many such structures remaining along its course. Still, there are at the present day at least three bridges over the stream—one, which has been already mentioned, at Keupri-Kieui, another a little above Nakshivan, and the third at Khudoperinski, a little below Megree. The length of the Aras, including only main windings, is 500 miles.

The Kizil-Uzen, or (as it is called in the lower part of its course) the Sefid-Rud, is a stream of less size than the Aras, but more important to Media, within which lies almost the whole of its basin. It drains a tract of 180 miles long by 150 broad before bursting through the Elburz mountain chain, and descending upon the low country which skirts the Caspian. Rising in Persian Kurdistan almost from the foot of Zagros, it runs in a meandering course with a general direction of north-east through that province into the district of Khamseh, where it suddenly sweeps round and flows in a bold curve at the foot of lofty and precipitous rocks, first northwest and then north, nearly to Miana, when it doubles back upon itself, and turning the flank of the Zenjan range runs with a course nearly south-east to Menjil, after which it resumes its original direction of north-east, and, rushing down the pass of Budbar, crosses Ghilan to the Caspian. Though its source is in direct distance no more than 320 miles from its mouth, its entire length, owing to its numerous curves and meanders, is estimated at 490 miles. It is a considerable stream, forded with difficulty, even in the dry season, as high up as Karagul, and crossed by a bridge of three wide arches before its junction with the Garongu river near Miana. In spring and early summer it is an impetuous torrent, and can only be forded within a short distance of its source.

The Jaghetu and the Aji-Su are the two chief rivers of the Urumiyeh basin. The Jaghetu rises from the foot of the Zagros chain, at a very little distance from the source of the Kizil-Uzen. It collects the streams from the range of hills which divides the Kizil-Uzen basin from that of Lake Urumiyeh, and flows in a tolerably straight course first north and then north-west to the south-eastern shore of the lake. Side by side with it for some distance flows the smaller stream of the Tatau, formed by torrents from Zagros; and between them, towards their mouths, is the rich plain of Miyandab, easily irrigated from the two streams, the level of whose beds is above that of the plain, and abundantly productive even under the present system of cultivation. The Aji-Su reaches the lake from the north-east. It rises from Mount Sevilan, within sixty miles of the Caspian, and flows with a course which is at first nearly due south, then north-west, and finally south-west, past the city of Tabriz, to the eastern shore of the lake, which it enters in lat. 37° 50’. The waters of the Aji-Su are, unfortunately, salt, and it is therefore valueless for purposes of irrigation.

The Zenderud or river of Isfahan rises from the eastern flank of the Kuh-i-Zerd (Yellow Mountain), a portion of the Bakhti-yari chain, and, receiving a number of tributaries from the same mountain district, flows with a course which is generally east or somewhat north of east, past the great city of Isfahan—so long the capital of Persia—into the desert country beyond, where it is absorbed in irrigation. Its entire course is perhaps not more than 120 or 130 miles; but running chiefly through a plain region, and being naturally a stream of large size, it is among the most valuable of the Median rivers, its waters being capable of spreading fertility, by means of a proper arrangement of canals, over a vast extent of country, and giving to this part of Iran a sylvan character, scarcely found elsewhere on the plateau.

It will be observed that of these streams there is not one which reaches the ocean. All the rivers of the great Iranic plateau terminate in lakes or inland seas, or else lose themselves in the desert. In general the thirsty sand absorbs, within a short distance of their source, the various brooks and streams which flow south and east into the desert from the northern and western mountain chains, without allowing them to collect into rivers or to carry fertility far into the plain region. The the river of Isfahan forms the only exception to this rule within the limits of the ancient Media. All its other
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