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    To all young believers who are experiencing spiritual awakening.
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Key Scripture
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That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. (Ephesians 1:17-21 – NKJV)
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Preface
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As you can see, enlightenment is not a bad word, nor does it belong to the “new age” movement, because it is used in Scripture. You should not be afraid of certain words because it is used by certain sects, because all things were made by God, and even what has fallen can be redeemed. 

I want to begin this discourse by declaring that I am a “church boy.” My wife would say I was born at the foot of the cross. I have passed through all the ministries in the church, i.e., Children’s Ministry, Youth Ministry, Sunday School, Men’s Ministry, Choir, even Women’s Ministry (when I would go to church with my mother, and she was present at all services). I know what it means to be in church every single time the doors were open. When I became a leader, in addition to trying to establish a creative arts department, all my time was consumed with and by “church.” 

What I find remarkable about myself is that I never had a thought to “backslide,” even when I was misbehaving, and I have had my share of misdemeanors as a child of God.

I have read the Bible from cover to cover. I have been a Youth Director, Minister in Training, and a Student of Theology. I have held the position of Bible Study Teacher and Coordinator and have delivered a few Sunday morning messages. I am a well-rounded and very experienced “church boy.”

You will notice that I put “church” in quotations. In those instances, I am referring to what is it now with full knowledge that it is not yet what it is supposed to be, because I believe in the church as a living organism, not as an institutionalized body with rules, regulations, traditions, rituals and a greater emphasis on a physical building over people. I have lost faith in churches that ask people to give, even by working their conscience but do not give back to the people in return. If the greater investment of any church is in a physical structure made of concrete or board, then that church is investing in the wrong temple. I have lost faith in churches that respond to knowledge and power with skepticism while demonstrating incompetence to transform people’s lives.

So, my journey to enlightenment began many years ago while struggling with pornography and masturbation addiction. Nothing I knew, nothing the church taught me, or the church did, helped me in alleviating my problem. Then, years later, I started having issues in my body. Nothing I knew, nothing the church did or any of the conventional methods I turned to was able to help me find peace and relief. It was then that I knew that there must be more to our existence than what I had been taught in my 20+ years of being a “church boy.” I also knew that what I was seeking could not be found in “church.” Such a sad, and terrible statement to make, but whether you believe it or not, it is true, and if you have ever sought any level of spiritual transformation in order to address some impending issue in your life, you too will know this to be true. Don’t get me wrong, I never turned to witchcraft, or “Obeah” or “Gurus” or any occultic sects for truth, although I believe there is a seed of truth, however small, embedded somewhere in all these things, because if God is Truth and He made all things, and established all spiritual laws, then it is impossible for anything to be 100% false. 

I have searched for truth within the body of Christ, which caused me to come to a startling realization that the body of Christ on earth is more divided than we are willing to admit. I did not have to walk away from God to find truth, but I did find it in people who are ostracized and rejected by the “church.” It is a harsh reality to accept just how much we dislike, distrust, and condemn other believers, but that discussion is for another time and another book.

So, my journey into acquiring knowledge of truth began by virtue of what I was experiencing, and my desperate cry for help. The purpose of this “Made In God’s Image” series is to share with you what I have discovered to be true, but I also need to let you know that I am
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..the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may
know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory
of His inheritance in the saints. (Ephesians 1:18)
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