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Introduction
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In the pivotal years of my seventh grade, a chapter closed in the tale of my great-grandfather, affectionately known as "Big Grandpa." Though he primarily resided in the heartland of Oklahoma, his journeys frequently included the landscapes of Washington State. These visits afforded me glimpses into the mysterious intrigues of his life, revealing a man whose captivating stories and unconventional choices left an indelible mark on our family.

Big Grandpa departed from this world leaving behind a legacy rich in both mystery and nostalgia. His choice to hire a driver during his travels held roots in a tragic incident that cast a profound shadow over his past—the untimely demise of his first wife. This poignant event, etched into the fabric of his existence, became a silent companion in his later journeys.

A masterful storyteller, Big Grandpa wove narratives that captivated our imaginations, endearingly labeled as "whoppers" within the family. While we cherished these tales, we learned, with a touch of affection, not to place undue weight on the promises he made. His charismatic storytelling painted a portrait of a man whose life had unfolded with the unpredictability of a well-spun yarn.

Family legend, like a canvas painted with strokes of intrigue, portrayed Big Grandpa as an orphan, raised by the outlawed fringes of society, and a daring participant in a train robbery. Whispers of a double life, with two families—one in the familiar landscapes of Oklahoma and another in the distant realm of Texas—added an extra layer of mystery to his already unknowable persona.

This narrative embarks on an odyssey into the realm of imagination, drawing inspiration from the captivating life of James Wesley Tiwater. In the spirit of his own whoppers, Big Grandpa once declared, "Some things need to go to the grave with me." With this proclamation, he beckons us to explore the uncharted territories of his existence, inviting us to unravel the layers of myth and reality that define his legacy. As we venture into the recesses of imagination, guided by the echoes of his tales, we pay homage to a man whose life was as complex and intriguing as the stories he shared, a man whose mystifying presence continues to linger in the corridors of our family's collective memory.
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Chapter 1: 

Early Years in Tennessee, 

Birth of James Wesley Tiwater in Tennessee.
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In the rolling hills of Tennessee, a child named James Wesley Tiwater took his first breath in 1875. The air was thick with the promise of a life yet to unfold. Little did anyone know that this infant would grow to be a man whose footsteps would echo through the corridors of time.

James's arrival marked the convergence of two worlds—the serenity of Tennessee's landscapes and the tumultuous journey that awaited him. As he opened his eyes to the world, the echoes of the frontier whispered secrets only the years would unfold.

The Tiwater homestead, nestled in the embrace of nature, witnessed the dawn of a legacy. James's parents, humble souls bound by the trials of their era, held dreams for their son. The cradle of Tennessee rocked gently, as if to usher in a soul destined for an extraordinary tale.
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Chapter 2:

Orphaned Childhood

Tragedy strikes as young James is orphaned.
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The Tennessee sunsets painted a somber backdrop as tragedy struck young James Wesley Tiwater. Orphaned and adrift, his childhood took an unexpected turn, casting shadows on the canvas of innocence.

In the aftermath of loss, the Tiwater homestead echoed with the haunting absence of parental voices. The void left by departed souls cast its pall over young James, an orphan now at the mercy of a world that seemed both vast and unforgiving.

James's days became a delicate balance between the resilience of youth and the weight of solitude. The laughter of other children playing in the distance mingled with the whispers of the wind, a constant companion to his solitary musings.

As he navigated the uncharted waters of orphanhood, the echoes of his parents' love became guiding stars in the night sky of his memories. Their teachings, imprinted on his heart like constellations, provided a compass for the journey that lay ahead.
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Chapter 3: 

Escape from the Orphanage 

James runs away from the orphanage, seeking freedom.
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At the tender age of eleven, fueled by the spirit of adventure, James took fate into his own hands. The orphanage walls, once confining, now echoed with the footsteps of a boy on the precipice of freedom.

The Tennessee landscape bore witness to a daring escape, a young soul yearning for a life beyond the institutional walls. James's decision to run, a manifestation of an indomitable spirit, set in motion a journey that would unravel the threads of destiny.

Underneath the star-studded canopy of a Southern night, James tiptoed away from the only semblance of home he had known. The rustle of leaves and the symphony of crickets became the background music to his audacious departure.

Freedom, like a distant star, beckoned him forward. The moonlit path, an uncharted trail through the heart of Tennessee, became James's ally. Each step, a declaration of autonomy, carried him away from the shadows of the orphanage and into the embrace of a world waiting to be explored.

The journey was not merely a physical escape; it was a declaration of independence—an assertion that the spirit of James Wesley Tiwater would not be confined by the circumstances of his past. The echoes of his footsteps, mingling with the nocturnal sounds of the Tennessee wilderness, heralded the beginning of a chapter untold.
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Chapter 4: 

Raised by Outlaws 

James finds an unlikely home with an outlaw gang, perhaps led by Cole Younger.
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In the embrace of the outlaw's camaraderie, James Wesley Tiwater discovered an unlikely family. The dusty trails and wild escapades with the likes of Cole Younger etched tales of rebellion into the fabric of his youth.

The echo of hooves against the hardened earth became the rhythm of James's newfound life. The camaraderie of kindred spirits, marked by the scars of rebellion and the allure of the untamed West, defined his existence within the outlaw gang.

Cole Younger, a charismatic figure with eyes that mirrored the vastness of the frontier, emerged as an unexpected mentor. Underneath the starlit skies, Younger imparted lessons that went beyond the conventional boundaries of morality, shaping James into a man who navigated the moral ambiguities of the Wild West.

The gang's hideout, concealed within the labyrinthine canyons, became a sanctuary for those who lived on the fringes of society. James, a mere adolescent, found solace in the companionship of outlaws whose stories echoed the rebellious pulse of the frontier.

The outlaw's code, a mosaic of unwritten rules and unspoken understandings, became the guiding philosophy of James's adolescence. The gunfights, the daring heists, and the thrill of living on the edge wove a layer of experiences that fueled the flames of his adventurous spirit.

As James rode alongside the outlaws through the labyrinth of the West, the echoes of his laughter mingled with the howls of coyotes. The outlaw's life, a dance with danger, became a rhapsody in the key to rebellion—a melody that resonated
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