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Our Goal: That Our Children Know God
Intimately




 


All normal parents
desire to see their children
thrive and grow up into responsible adults. We want them to succeed
and do life better than we have done. As Christian homeschooling
parents, we have an even more important dream for our children --
that they would be ardent lovers of God throughout their
lives.

Yes, we want them to
excel academically, so that they can prosper and function well in society when they are
adults. However, if we give them all the opportunities and tools to
be successful in material ways, yet have not guided their hearts
into intimate attachment to the Lord, we will have failed in what
matters most. Jesus said, "For what does it profit a man, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul?" (Mark 8:36).

Raising our children
to be Christ-lovers would be a daunting task, if we had to do it in
our own strength. However, we do not. We have the Holy Spirit
always at our elbow, eager to help us. We must draw on Him to give
us the wisdom, and to open our eyes to moments throughout the day
to draw our children's attention to the Lord.

Training them up in
the ways of God goes far beyond making a Bible class part of our
daily studies, although that can be a valuable tool. It is
important to get to their hearts, not just their heads, with the
message of Jesus, and then continually point them toward fastening
their gaze upon Him. If we depend merely upon a curriculum to do
the work for us, we may end up with children who know all the Bible
stories and all the doctrine, yet do not know the Lord
Himself.

Leading our children
into a lifelong passion for Jesus begins with dedicating them to
the Lord and interceding for their salvation. We tenderize their
hearts to Him by frequently presenting the simple Gospel message
and talking about all His loving-kindness toward them. Eventually,
and hopefully at a very early age, we lead them in a prayer of
repentance and consecration of their hearts to Jesus. They are then
"born again" (a term taken from the story of Jesus' dialog with
Nicodemus, in John 3) into a new life which is influenced by the
Spirit of God.

My article, Teaching Babies to Love God, will help you to get started in cultivating a love
for Jesus in your small children, if you are unsure where to begin.
I have included it as an appendix at
the end of this book.

So
that's a start, but how do we
keep them in the Kingdom? How do we make sure the flame continues
to burn in their hearts, and how do we get it to burn brighter and
hotter? I believe a key component is teaching our children to know
the Lord's voice personally. Ongoing relationship with Him depends
much on two-sided communication with Him as both Lord and Friend.
Our goal is to introduce our children into the adventure of being
led by the Holy Spirit through hearing His voice and responding to
Him.

Unfortunately, many
modern-day adult Christians do
not expect to hear God speak to them on a regular basis, and, in
fact, have no idea how to hear God even if they did want to. I have
noticed this phenomenon especially in younger adults. Somewhere
along the way, the art of hearing God ceased to be passed from one
generation to the next. We can reverse that trend by beginning at
an early age with our children, and I'm going to give you some
practical how-to help for how to make that happen.

Perhaps you don't have
a good grasp of hearing God yourself, so you might wonder, "How
will I teach my children what I do not know?" It's OK. You and your
children can learn together. I hope you will find the adventure
exciting!


 


Setting Our Children Up to Hear
God

 





In the last chapter, I said that a key to
keeping the love-flame for Jesus hot in our children's hearts is to
teach them how to experience the Lord speaking to them personally.
Indeed, this is important in keeping our own hearts ablaze for Him,
too!

Every believer is entitled to hear the Lord
speak to him or her. In John 10, Jesus spoke of the ability of the
sheep to recognize and be led by the voice of their Shepherd. Let's
look at just a few of the verses found there:

 


... The sheep hear His voice, and He calls
His own sheep by name and leads them out. And when He puts forth
His own sheep, He goes before them, and the sheep follow Him: for
they know His voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will
flee from him: for they do not know the voice of strangers.

-- John 10:3-5

 


All that ever came before Me are thieves and
robbers: but the sheep did not hear them.

-- John 10:8

 


My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and
they follow Me.

-- John 10:27

 


The theme is recognizing and being
intimately familiar with the voice of the Shepherd -- and then
obeying accordingly. Sheep are simple-minded animals, yet they know
the difference between their shepherd's voice and the voice of all
others. That's what we want to learn for ourselves and teach our
children to do, too.

It is really far easier for children to come
into the place of knowing the Lord's voice than it is for adults,
because they haven't had all the doubts, what-ifs, insecurities,
and other hang-ups planted in their thinking that we often have
become tainted with by the time we are grown. So, if we can help
them develop a conversational relationship with the Lord from their
earliest years, they will do better at it throughout their lives
than those of us who started after we had already acquired a lot of
hindering baggage.

Here are a few ways to get them started:

1.) Mention often in casual
conversation that God wants to speak to them personally. Encourage
them to talk to Him about everything -- their happy and sad times,
their struggles with obedience and with getting along with
siblings, and their "I wonder about this" ideas.

2.) Tell them that God is eager to
help them with obeying Mom and Dad and with making decisions.
Assure them that He wants to guide them -- even in the little
choices they make.

3.) Encourage them to ask God
questions, and then to be quiet for a few seconds to listen for His
reply. Tell them He might answer by putting a thought or a picture
in their minds, or by just helping them "know" the answer in their
hearts. (I will talk more about ways God speaks to us in a future
chapter.)

4.) Pray with them each day. Teach
them how to pray from the time they are very small. Continue to
pray with them as they grow older, but also set aside time in each
day for them to pray on their own. (See my article, Teaching
Babies to Love God, in the appendix at the end of this book, and
also my short book, The
Homeschool Guide to Raising Prayer-Filled Kids for a
detailed plan.)

5.) Read the Bible to them daily,
explaining passages to them as needed. Keep reading the Word to
them right up through their teens. They will continue to learn
through hearing the Word read and through discussing it with you.
Also provide a time in your homeschool schedule for them to read
the Bible quietly on their own, once they are able. (Third grade /
nine to ten years old seems to be an average age when reading alone
works well for them.) The more familiar they become with the
Scriptures, the easier it will be for them to recognize the Lord's
voice -- because His voice in the Word and His personal voice to us
sound the same.

6.) Share often with your children
little things which the Holy Spirit is speaking to you. They don't
have to be monumental in nature. Things like, "You are My
friend," "I will take care of you," and "I am always here
for you," are the stuff of which intimate relationship with Him
is made. If you tend to "see" in the spirit more than you hear,
share your visions with them. Talk about how God touched your heart
through a song or a part of a sermon.

That's a starting and a continuing place.
Through repeating these concepts often, we build an understanding
in our children that they can expect to experience God interacting
with them throughout the day. They will develop listening ears and
seeing eyes, which are always half-tuned for what God might want to
reveal to them.

In the next chapter, we will touch on some
of the many ways God speaks into our lives.

cover.jpg
Teach Your Kids to Hear God!

Lee Ann Rubsam





tmp_94dea0cbc2808f9818de3b90f83b9764_C72QB2_html_m7b4a8580.jpg





