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Our pet dog Sleepy passed away a week ago. We
were very sad to lose him.

Mom said he is now a shining star in the sky.
We looked up in the night and saw a big star. We were sure it was
Sleepy smiling down at us. We missed him very much.






But Saturday was special for us, as Grandma
promised to take us to the shelter to pick out a new dog. We were
very excited! Grandma drove silently to the pet shelter. As we
arrived at the shelter, we heard so many dogs barking, as if they
were saying, “Please take us home today.” The kind woman at the
front desk took us to see the dogs that were ready for
adoption.
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We saw puppies, large dogs & small dogs
trying to get out of their cages. Suddenly the kind woman stopped
by a puppy and said, “This one has been here several times, he’s a
runaway.” We looked at him and saw he had sad brown eyes and a
brown & black coat.

Grandma chose a dog that was much smaller.
She said small dogs are easier to take care of and walk. But we
wanted the runaway dog because he looked so sad & lost. “He
will be a medium size dog, and won’t grow more than 45 pounds,”
they told us. After much pleading with grandma, she agreed to adopt
the runaway dog.

We were very happy and thanked Grandma for
choosing the runaway dog!
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Grandma signed the paperwork and picked up
the tags while we waited impatiently for the attendant to bring him
to the front office. We decided to name him Rover. Rover seemed sad
and did not want to get into the car to go home with us. A pet
attendant from the shelter helped us to get him in to Grandma’s
car.

On our way home, we stopped at the pet store
to buy him food, water bowls, a new collar and a cushion to sleep
on.

Surprisingly, Rover seemed very happy to be
in our house.
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He never slept on his bed but liked to sleep
under our bed instead. We didn’t mind and felt safe with him there
to protect us. Our Mom planned a party for our 7th Birthday. It was
a double birthday party since we are twins!

There were two cakes, lots of ice cream,
games, family and friends. The day of the birthday party, our
cousin Ray kept the front door open for too long while he was
trying to bring his bicycle inside.

As bad luck would have it, Rover ran out the
front door!
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At first, no one noticed that Rover had run
away. But when Dad went to take pictures for our birthday, Rover
was nowhere to be found. Every- one called his name, “Rover, Rover,
… Rover”. Sadly, he did not come running up to us as usual when we
called his name. We did not hear his bark either. We feared the
worst: that Rover had run away.

We all scrambled to find Rover: Mom & dad
ran along the street in opposite directions looking for him, while
our uncles Cha and Su drove around the neighborhood. Finally, we
saw Dad bringing Rover back to the house. “He was running very
fast…I thought he would get run over by a car,” said Dad.
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Run Away Rover
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