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Dear Parents and Educators,

Welcome to Penguin Young Readers! As parents and educators, you 
know that each child develops at his or her own pace—in terms of 
speech, critical thinking, and, of course, reading. Penguin Young 
Readers recognizes this fact. As a result, each Penguin Young Readers 
book is assigned a traditional easy-to-read level (1–4) as well as a 
Guided Reading Level (A–P). Both of these systems will help you choose 
the right book for your child. Please refer to the back of each book
for specific leveling information. Penguin Young Readers features 
esteemed authors and illustrators, stories about favorite characters, 
fascinating nonfiction, and more!




This book is perfect for a Progressing Reader who:

•  can figure out unknown words by using picture and context clues;

•  can recognize beginning, middle, and ending sounds;

•  can make and confirm predictions about what will happen in the text; and

•  can distinguish between fiction and nonfiction.




Here are some activities you can do during and after reading this book:

•  Read between the Lines: You may be able to read the words in this book. 
However, you can get further meaning by looking at the pictures and 
using the text to make guesses (or inferences) about what is happening. 
Use the pictures and the text to discuss and answer the following 
questions.

• Pages 15–16: What happened to Snake? What does the author 
mean by “wipeout”?

• Page 17: What happened to the sand castle?

• Page 32: What prize did the animals win? Why did they win this 
prize?

•  Make Connections: Have you ever built a sand castle at the beach? Talk 
about how you made the castle. How long did your sand castle last?




Remember, sharing the love of reading with a child is the best gift 
you can give!

—Bonnie Bader, EdM
Penguin Young Readers program




*Penguin Young Readers are leveled by independent reviewers applying the standards developed by Irene Fountas 
and Gay Su Pinnell in Matching Books to Readers: Using Leveled Books in Guided Reading, Heinemann, 1999.
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For Tiggy with love—KS
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Turtle
and
Snake
are
going

to
the
beach.
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They
pack
towels,
an
umbrella,






pails
and
shovels,

and
surfboards.






Let’s
go!
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“Look,”
says
Turtle.
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“Let’s
enter
the
contest,”

says
Snake.









[image: ]


First,
Turtle
and
Snake

find
the
perfect
spot.
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