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SUMMARY
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We all realize our grandchildren deserve to live fruitful lives. If their current circumstances will not allow this, we must have the courage to step up and do our best to correct this. If we do not help our grandchildren, who will.

 

Changing diapers is something many people will not do. They consider it disgusting. What they do not understand is what would happen to them if nobody changed their diaper. The answer is most likely death from infection and disease. Little children cannot take care of themselves They need a responsible person, a parent, to care for them. Even as an infant, a child will remember who takes care of them and who does not. They will always remember a responsible and loving grandparent.

 

My wife and I have accepted the challenge to start over with taking care of two of our grandchildren who are in desperate need. We will take care of them with love and mutual respect. We will watch them grow into a fine young man and woman. 

 

I promised Joseph and Jenny I would not leave this earth until I attend their weddings and play with their children. I hope I can keep this promise.

DEDICATION
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This book is dedicated to our wonderful grandchildren, Joseph and Jenny. 

 

They bring so much joy into our lives. 

 

Thank you Jesus.


INTRODUCTION
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As we enter our retirement period, we look forward to an empty nest and relaxing during our remaining years. However, it does not always work out the way we planned. There are lots more grandparents who are becoming parents to their grandchildren. 

 

My wife and I had an empty nest for about 5 years. All of our children married and were doing great. However, things changed, and we found the need to take two of our grandchildren and start over again. 

 

Have you ever considered, if you had another chance, you would do things differently? Maybe you would exercise tough love where needed? You think you might be more lenient in other circumstances? From our experience as parents, and now as grandparents for over 15 years, things are the same. 

 

You love your children and do your best. We are not perfect, and we will make mistakes, and so will our children. The difference is the grandchildren know they have a parent, and we are parenting them out of love for them. This gives us an edge and helps with discipline and doing what is appropriate for our children and grandchildren. Children have expectations of their parents, while grandchildren realize they are being cared for by their grandparents because we love them.

 

Our children would sometimes rebel against their parents, assuming this is the way to get what they want. This is very frustrating for all of us. If we do not handle this improper behavior, our misunderstanding and misdirection could lead our children to travel down the wrong path. When our grandchildren experience similar issues, they perceive we will listen to them and we will help work things out and curtail the rebellious stage. 

 

The main issues with most grandparents appear to be age and finances. We are at our stage in life where our bodies are ready to slow down, and our finances are such that we hope will support the two of us for the rest of our lives. We have worked hard to get to this point, and for some of us, the next phase is only beginning. This creates a situation of constant sacrifice, which is rewarded by love and respect. 

 

We are driving older vehicles, and cannot afford to upgrade our home because of higher property taxes. Food and clothing are a major expense. We must allot funds to pay for a quality education for our grandchildren. I am back into coaching basketball, baseball, soccer, and volleyball, and they expect me to play, at 65 years old, like I did at 30 or 40 years old. Our electric bill, and water bill are much higher due to 4 people living in the house.

 

My wife and I believe this is God’s plan for us. 

EMPTY NEST
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My wife and I both came from a previous marriage, with grown children and hopeful hearts. We met in a Sunday school class at our church. When we started dating, we put all our trust in Jesus. I have two children, Buddy and Stephanie, and my wife, Frances, has three children, Bill, Caroline and Bard.

 

Frances and I were in the habit of getting up early and enjoying a leisurely breakfast together. We walked together in the evenings for about 2 miles and then worked on weekends in the yard. Our home had three bedrooms, and one was my office. I enjoyed working on my computer and keeping up with our finances. We enjoyed meeting and talking with our neighbors and taking trips to the grocery together. Frances and I often enjoyed dinner with friends, and we all sat together at the worship service on Sunday mornings. We hosted several sessions of bible studies in our home and took a bus trip to Mackinac Island where we met new friends and had a wonderful time.

 

Frances and I thought this was God’s plan for us, and we did not realize that this is only the beginning. We soon found out that God had another path laid out for us with the groundwork being laid. Everything we did in the early years of our marriage built the foundation for our future. God was making us strong for things to come. He would test us each day. It would require us to give up our current lifestyle of freedom, for one of devotion to raising two of our grandchildren. Our job will be to keep them safe from harm, bring them up in the Christian faith, be a good example, and reap the rewards God will give us for following His will. I will also give up my office and let Joseph have his own bedroom.

 

That sounds like a lot. However, it has been a wonderful ride. 


GRANDCHILDREN
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We were not happy when we learned that Caroline and her husband, Jack, planned a divorce. Married for at least 10 years, they had a wonderful son, Julian. Frances and I spent an abundance of time with Julian. Jack’s parents loved Julian, too. Frances and I and Jack’s parents cared for Julian and loved him throughout his parent’s separation. After the divorce, Julian lived with his grandparents, Jack’s parents. They loved him and took care of him. 

 

Caroline met a delightful gentleman, Silviano, an undocumented Mexican. Together, they had two beautiful babies, Joseph and Jenny. Silviano loved his children and would spend a lot of time with them. He took them fishing and played with them in the park. As soon as little Joseph was walking, Silviano started teaching him soccer skills. I would meet Caroline and Silviano at the park to pick up the children, and I loved to observe Jenny walking with her mother and Joseph playing soccer with his dad. One day, when Joseph was about 4 years old, Silviano told me it is time for him to play soccer. I could see why. Joseph was running all around, dribbling the ball, while his dad struggled to keep up. We enrolled Joseph in youth soccer at our church. 

 

On the first day of soccer, Joseph feared being left alone, and he cried. The coach took him out and introduced him to some other players and he relaxed and did OK. From that point forward
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