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To my fellow apprentices in Christ who are intentionally living out the vision of God’s Kingdom. 

​
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Scriptural Integration



[image: ]


"We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives," (Colossians 1:9)
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Introduction
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The POWER highlighted throughout this book is based on the following Scriptures:

Acts 1:8

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Romans 15:13

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

1 Corinthians 2:5

so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

1 Corinthians 4:20

For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power.

2 Corinthians 12:9

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

Ephesians 3:16

that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being,

2 Timothy 1:7

for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.

These one hundred and twenty aspirations (#361 - #480) were originally published on my radicalinchrist.com blog. They are now bundled together in one place for a more convenient read. Each one provides you with a glimpse into the heart of Jesus Christ as the Holy Spirit works to mold us into HIS image. As these lessons have done for me, hopefully, they will also open your eyes and mind to capture God’s vision for your life. 

As you read, ask God to enlighten you further. To make His Kingdom and ways a daily practice. Also, as HE opens doors for you, learn from the experience, and teach others.  

Along the way, may your relationship with the Triune God grow deeper and more trustworthy.  You will also find as you grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, your soul will more and more reflect HIM unto eternity.  

My prayer is for you to fully engage with Father God/Lord Jesus/Holy Spirit.  So you may experience the grace-paced power of HIS Ways in your daily walk with HIM. 

As always, we are rooting for you in Christ! 


Dr. Mike 


Faith-Integrator, Encourager, Scribbler 

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

#361 - The Christ-Centered Life
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"It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for. Long before we first heard of Christ and got our hopes up, he had his eye on us, had designs on us for glorious living, part of the overall purpose he is working out in everything and everyone." Ephesians 1:11-12 (HCSB)

––––––––
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There are many concepts thrown around each Sunday by pastors with the desire to influence their congregations for Christ. Most are Biblical based. Some though need an advance degree in theology to comprehend the practicality of the topic. 

Take for instance the concept, living a Christ-Centered Life. What does it mean to live a Christ-Centered life? Can one live a Christ linear life? a Christ oblong life? Or what about a Christ-cliff hanging life? I'm not making fun of the concept, but emphasizing the challenges of communicating a message in today’s culture. As a people we are being overindulged with information. What we think we already know; we don’t listen too. So communicators find ways to grab our attention. The message of Jesus Christ is no different. 

In the apostle's Paul day, he would continually write expounding the concept of life "in Christ." The concept was to explain Paul's theology of Christology. For Paul, he summarized life in Christ into four segments of relationship. This included our relationship with Jesus on Identity, Fellowship, Participation, and Union. *

He would reiterate that our identity is "hid in Christ." That we have been redeemed by Christ and thus are now included in Christ before the eyes of God the Father. When our Father God now looks at humanity, He looks through the prism of Christ.

We are likewise in fellowship with God and other believers who are likewise included in Christ. We belong and share life together on a journey started at the foundation of creation. We share God's truth, love, and grace with each other as we learn how to live the divine life.

Also, we participate with Christ. In baptism we publicly acknowledge Christ's life, death, and resurrection until he comes. We become his hands and feet throughout the world. We suffer as he suffered. We rejoice as he rejoices. We serve as he serves. We are His Body and continue the work that he started.

Now being in union with him, we abide and have our strength through Him. Like he said to His Father that he can't do anything without Him, we likewise can't do anything for God without Him. Whatever we do in non-union with Him, we do for ourselves. Everything we do in union with Him, we do for his glory.

Our life, our rewards, and our hope is all included in him. We, as members of His universal Church, are engaged to be married to Him. We are in a committed relationship bound by a covenant. Not a contract where if one side fails to perform, the other can walk away. This is a covenant where both sides promise to fulfill their obligations for life no matter what the cost. A real commitment.

So for the short definition, when we speak about the Christ-centered life, we make the same statement Paul outlined in the 1st century. The Christ-centered life is simply catching the divine life "in Christ." 

* Key points based on Constantine R. Campbell’s book Paul and Union with Christ, 2012.
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#362 - The Christ-Centered Life (2)
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"But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well." Matthew 6:32-34 (NSRV)

––––––––
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From a practical aspect, we allow Jesus' story to become the main plot in our life. The question no longer is "what do I want?" Instead the core question becomes "what is Jesus doing that I may join him?" We learn through life's challenges our required needs are satisfied as we seek Christ's Kingdom. They may not always be according to our expectations. Or what we are accustomed too. But in hindsight we learn to place our trust in his provision which is what we needed at the time.

How often have we heard a person share their story of answered prayer? When everything looked bleak and all they could do is muster a short prayer of desperation. Then a knock at the door and their laid a bag of groceries so their children would not go hungry another day. Or the business executive who didn't know where to go for help to meet his payroll, but cried out to God for a solution. Then a phone call from a person who hasn't spoken to him for years overnights a check to solve his immediate problem. Again, the engineer stuck with an unsolvable problem. In frustration and humility asks God for help. Driving home that evening, an inspiration comes to mind and the problem is solved. These are simple daily events that makes one realize that we are not alone. That the God of the universe, Father-Son-Spirit, is active and involved in our lives. Some of us though, confuse God’s grace with self-indulgent ego.

In a brief summary, a CC life focuses on Jesus, not the self. The aim and motivation are to elevate Jesus in the eyes of all we come into contact. As we yield ourself unto the Triune God's hand, we develop a bond of trust with Him. As we ask and commune with Him, we witness His involvement that eventually brings about our requests for His glory. Over time, we build a close familial relationship like a child with a loving, engaged parent. For most of us, when the pride is gone, we then come to the end of ourselves. Typically, it is through the trials and tests of life that we realize our need of God. Like the apostle Paul, we come to realize that when we are weak, our strength (Jesus) rises to the occasion (2 Corinthians 12:9). Over time we give him more and more leeway to lead and influence us as his new creation. Then like David of Goliath fame, our Lord becomes our strength and refuge (Psalm 59:16). Outsiders begin to witness a divine change in your countenance and demeanor. God is expressing Himself through you (Eph. 2:10).
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#363 - The Christ-Centered Life (3)
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"Anyone who is not with Me is against Me, and anyone who does not gather with Me scatters." Luke 11:22-24

––––––––
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From the outside looking in, one would never know whether a person is living a Christ-centered life or a Christ-Religious one. Typically, a Christ-Religious life is doing things for Jesus. Whereas a Christ-Centered life is doing things with Jesus. It may be a matter of semantics for some, but the heart speaks louder than words or actions.

For example, when you walk into a room, are you looking to "save" people for Christ? Or are you looking to see how the Spirit is navigating the room and where you can partner with Him?

There is a difference between the two. The first scenario one already has a prior plan agenda "they" want done. The second is seeking how they may best serve Christ at that moment. The Christ-follower has come to a place where they now realize God's ways and means are absolutely different than ours.

The apostle Paul prior to his conversion is an example of the first type of person. After his conversion he became the second. His focus prior to conversion was destroying Christians. Why? Because they didn't comply with his religious standards of righteousness (Acts 9:1-19). After Christ engaged him on the road to Damascus, Paul (known then as Saul) changed his method of operation. Thereafter, he sought out and partnered with the Holy Spirit in the Spirit’s ministry. (Acts 13:2, 16:6)

In summary, a Christ-Religious life parades around using theological terms, pietistic mannerisms, and virtual signals. They may look impressive, but lack the power of God (2 Timothy 3:5). On the other hand, a Christ-centered life is hidden in Jesus.  Most of the time the right hand is not even aware what the other hand is doing (Matthew 6:3). A Christ-centered life seeks to serve others "with Jesus" instead of "for Jesus." Jesus is always the center of the relationship with all people. Christ-followers serve others based on His standard, His desires, and His Spirit, not necessarily what we want or prefer.
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#364 - Graceful Love or Legalized Affection
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“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.” John 13:34

––––––––
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Love is one of those expressive words overused and underperformed in the 21st century. Typically, if you ask ten people for a definition of love, you would probably receive as many remarks. They may include such catch phrases as:


-  an emotion that makes one feel good

-  a decision to act

-  a sexual encounter

-  a worshipful moment

-  an exhilarating experience

-  an intimate friendship

-  a temporary relationship

-  a hookup

-  an act of giving


There are other statements you have heard that you could also include on the list. Yet, at the end of the day is not the best standard of love the source of Love. In the Triune God we witness a love relationship between our heavenly Father and Jesus Christ. Both sides totally giving of themselves for the other. Not a 50%/50% partnership. But each giving 100% of total sacrificial blessing toward the other. 

We also see this love exemplified through Jesus Christ's sacrifice for humanity. He died for us while we were still rebelling against him. Such a graceful love is a total unconditional, freely given sacrificial expression. There are no strings attached.

On the other hand, how often have we experienced the legalized affection that some label as love. We have all seen that love somewhere in our lives. For example:

The parent who denies their emotional praise unless the child behaves according to specific demands.

The boss who manipulates others with a caring facade. If one does not do according to their desires, you end up in their dog house with no option for restoration.

The politician that kisses each baby in exchange for your vote. (every see a politician kiss a baby after the election?)

The wife or husband who refrains from sexual intimacy unless their mate meets their specific demands.

The little female princess that behaves only to get what she truly wants from her Dad.

The neighbor who smiles across the fence at you yet mutters life would be better off if you simply dropped dead.

The list is endless. The bottom line is we exhibit loving affection as long as others live up to our level of expectation. But the moment our standards are not met, we want to throw the bum out.

Legalized affection is "playing nice for what we want out of the relationship." Graceful love is sacrificing ourselves for the betterment of the other with no other conditions except God is glorified in the end. When God is glorified, Love wins. Which do you believe is the one God wants us to live?
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#365 - More God, Less Me
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"There was a man of the Pharisee sect, Nicodemus, a prominent leader among the Jews. Late one night he visited Jesus and said, “Rabbi, we all know you’re a teacher straight from God. No one could do all the God-pointing, God-revealing acts you do if God weren’t in on it.” Jesus said, “You’re absolutely right. Take it from me: Unless a person is born from above, it’s not possible to see what I’m pointing to—to God’s kingdom.”
“How can anyone,” said Nicodemus, “be born who has already been born and grown up? You can’t re-enter your mother’s womb and be born again. What are you saying with this ‘born-from-above’ talk?” Jesus said, “You’re not listening. Let me say it again. Unless a person submits to this original creation—the ‘wind-hovering-over-the-water’ creation, the invisible moving the visible, a baptism into a new life—it’s not possible to enter God’s kingdom. When you look at a baby, it’s just that: a body you can look at and touch. But the person who takes shape within is formed by something you can’t see and touch—the Spirit—and becomes a living spirit.
“So don’t be so surprised when I tell you that you have to be ‘born from above’—out of this world, so to speak. You know well enough how the wind blows this way and that. You hear it rustling through the trees, but you have no idea where it comes from or where it’s headed next. That’s the way it is with everyone ‘born from above’ by the wind of God, the Spirit of God.”   John 3:1-8 The Message

––––––––
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How does this born-again from above process workout in everyday life? We read scripture where Jesus meets a religious leader at night and emphasizes we must be born again. OK. Got it. Now what? Is this our meal ticket to the last great eternal party with Jesus? Or is there more? (Isn't there always more?).

One of the great mysteries of life is the workings of the Holy Spirit. The apostle Paul writes that wherever the Spirit is, so is Jesus. Trinitarian theology also demonstrates that wherever one of the three, Father, Son, or Holy Spirit are present, so are the other two. In other words, wherever the Spirit is, Jesus and the Father are also there.

What does this all mean in a practical matter? It means that when you receive the Holy Spirit, you have also invited the rest of the Godhead. Jesus and our heavenly Father also make their abode in you. That is why the Bible says we are His Temple. We are also the Body of Christ: individually and collectively. So when we learn to let God express Himself in us and through us, we experience the adventurous ride of life with Him.

Paul also wrote that "when we are at our weakest, then we are at our strength (2 Corinthians 12:8-10). Why? Because the more we elevate Christ in our life, the less our human nature shows. The more we elevate the Spirit in our life, the less our human tendencies get in the way. The more we elevate the Father, the less our human carnality is revealed. To allow and learn how the Spirit of God leads, influences, and teaches us is the way to enjoy God and life. The more God and the less me in the daily decisions, thoughts, and actions may make me worldly weak, but kingdom strong in Christ.

Now isn't that a little more radical than allowing religiosity to have its way?
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#366 - The Best Vice is a Dead Vice
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“What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!” Romans 7:24-25

––––––––
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What is your secret sin? The one vice you keep hidden in the secret chambers of your heart. The one act or thought you continue to practice. If anyone ever discovered your secret vice would it bring shame and dishonor to you and your family? 

Name your preferred poison. Is it alcohol? Drugs? Pornography? Adultery? Fornication? Workaholic? Anger? Gluttony? Laziness? Envy? Lust? Greed? Lying? Pride? Apathy? Boasting? Vulgarity? Ignorance? Anxiety? Fear? Etc., etc., etc.

The list is long and not new for humanity. Carnal desires and their harmful consequences are expressed every day. Whichever way we may turn, sin unfolds its poisonous venom.

Who is without sin? Who does not walk surrounded by sin? As ugly as sin is though, it is not the problem, only the symptom. The real problem is living outside the Will of God. When we are not centered in an abiding relationship within Christ, we are then more open to sins delusions. We all have been there. Even now we occasionally still take detours into these areas of harmful pain and sorrow.

But who will deliver us?

The author of Romans gives us the answer. He emphasizes how Jesus Christ has changed the outcome for mankind. Death is no longer a permanent state of being. Life apart of Sin is now a reality through HIM. He has overcome Sin on behalf of all humanity. And this includes you and me.

Yet physical death awaits us all. Pain from the consequences of sin still remains. Sin, which is the outcome of living outside the Heart of God, still haunts us. How do we reconcile the grace-filled life from the sin-filled life?

Grace is greater than sin. As Paul writes in Romans, the more we sin, the more God’s grace is poured out upon us. Yet sin’s consequences have a price to be paid. Jesus paid the ultimate price for all. But every sin we commit now, though paid for in advance, still has it repercussions. Sin typically destroys relationships and the quality of life for the individual. 

Like a smoker who sneaks outside for a quick one, those around us can smell your breath and the stench on your clothes. Sin is the same way. You think you are being smart in hiding your vice. Yet those around you sense something. When you come to realize the cost of sin and the consequences of living a sinful life, you know it’s time to stop. Then as you taste the graceful richness of God’s love, you will want to run away from sin’s pull. 

Whatever your secret sin, it isn’t worth hiding. Expose it. Seek help. Confess to another. Change your thinking on it. And surrender to the God who made you. Our time on earth is short. Why destroy yourself before you realize your potential? 

Remember, the best Vice is a dead Vice.
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#367 – Mindfulness
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“...and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind.”   Ephesians 4:23

––––––––
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Mindfulness is one of those 21st century buzz words. Recently, the word came on the scene but its history is as old as mankind. Mindfulness is nothing more but focusing on the now. Not tomorrow. Nor yesterday. It is capturing the moment; focusing your time and energy on what is in front of you today. 

Many people are thinking about tomorrow and add worry emotions on their sleeve. Others live in anger and bitterness of events of yesterday. Both focusing on tomorrow or on yesterday makes one lose out on today. What is currently happening right now in your world in front of you is the only thing you can now change. 

How often do we commute to work and after our arrival don’t recall any of the events during our trip? Our minds were so deep in thought about something else that we missed everything we passed-by. The music and discussions on the radio/iPod never occurred for us. Even the aggressive drivers along the way weren't there. We may have even missed our future spouse or work opportunity.

How often are we so self-absorbed that we don’t recognize what is happening in the lives of people around us? Too add another dimension, how about what God is doing around you?

Our Triune God is always at work in the lives and circumstances around us. One of His characteristics is to invite people to assist Him in His endeavors. 

The next time you find yourself speaking with someone, ask God to show you what He is doing in their life. In fact, instead of spreading your influence upon others, ask Him to help you to listen, watch, and observe HIM. What is He doing around you? After a while, you may find your commute to and from work more enjoyable. You may be more entertained. The events that unfold may even surprise you more than you could ever imagine. 

You may find yourself praying in meetings asking God to lead you to better serve others. You may become more focused on what God is doing at the moment rather than living in your isolated world.

Don’t worry about tomorrow; you can’t change the past, but you can live to the full today.  It all begins by being more mindful on what is happening right in front of you at this very moment. So learn to focus on what is happening between God, you, and others. You will discover the joy of mindfulness. 
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#368 – Temptation
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“No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.”  1 Corinthians 10:13

––––––––
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Sin destroys relationships and life; and temptation is the doorway to sin. Temptation is not sin, but only the desire to commit an act which leads to a destructive end result. It may be immediate or it may take time. But negative consequences are always incurred. Even before the sinful behavior occurs, the destructive attitude is already in place. The sin is only waiting to be released through an act of physical means.

Temptation is the circumstance you find yourself in that may or may not consume into sin. The outcome depends on how you handle the matter. Temptation is the test of your character. God knows who you are, and the outcome of the test only reveals to yourself where you stand. You either have the character to trust God or you do not. The outcome is your measuring bar. 

The secret to avoid sin is to pray beforehand that you are not led into temptation. Again, temptation is not sin, but only the test of your character. If you find yourself repeating destructive vices, you need to change something. 

Jesus recommends us to “watch and pray”; that our spirit is willing but our human flesh is weak. The Lord’s prayer even outlines we need to ask our Heavenly Father not to lead us into temptation (Matt. 6:13). 

Temptation befalls all humans. It started with Adam and Eve. They fell and led humanity into a broken, rebellious state of relationship with God. Jesus himself was tempted in the wilderness. But came out victorious over Satan. Even today, yours truly messed up again this morning. This time around I had to ask myself, what must I change. The answer: review what Jesus did in the wilderness and do likewise.

First, HE was led into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit knowingly to be tested. 

Second, he fasted for forty days. This left him in a physical weaken state but spiritually strong. As Paul writes in Corinthians, “when I am weak, then I am strong.”

Jesus was confronted with three different options to satisfy his desires. In all three He replied to Satan with Scripture that reflected his faith and trust in His Father. He denied himself and trusted God will provide rather than take matters into his own hands. He refrained to bring about the results immediately. He trusted His Father will fulfill HIS plans and thus would wait on Him.

Unlike Adam and Eve in the garden, Jesus had total trust in His Father to bring about the results he desired. HE refrained from destroying the relationship with Him. After the temptation, HE was ministered too. Thereafter HE commenced his public ministry. 

Temptation will come to all. And all (except Jesus) will somewhere fail. Failure though allows us to experience the grace of God and help us realize the need for a savior. We become more grateful for Jesus Christ who lived a human vicarious life for us all. He was our substitute and knows the war between the flesh and the spirit. 

He knows the flesh is weak. But if weak flesh and weak spirit is the culprit, what is the solution? How about weak flesh and strong Spirit? 

When our eyes are on God and we seek to serve Him and bring glory to Him, temptation will have less influence and pull. It is when we allow our carnal desires to take the lead instead of the power of the Spirit that we fail.

Real freedom comes when there is no temptation. Why? Because there is no desire to please selfish needs. As perfect love has no fear, perfect love also has total trust in God’s deliverance. We may suffer through the process, but endurance builds character. We know our eternal Coach and Trainer is with us through the entire process. HE is laying the foundation for holy fruit to be grown through the entire ordeal. 

Escaping temptation doesn’t mean we will not suffer; but shows we will not rebel against our Maker. We will endure; and we will trust Him who loves us more than anyone. For we know when this trial is over, we will stand stronger in Him than before.
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#369 – Empty Words
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“Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.”  Ephesians 5:6

––––––––
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You ever listen to a person speak for twenty-minutes and realize they did not say anything of substance? All you ever heard were adjectives and action verbs. All with emotional tempos thrown between the lines.

Politicians are notorious for such gimmicks. Advertisers are a very close second. And you can throw in a few religious ministers who use the same worldly techniques. In fact, one career assessment guide classifies all three personalities in the same box. The same skill sets are needed to be effective in each of these three roles.

Yet the Bible warns us not to be deceived by such people. Those who may say much with great form but maintain no substance in the pudding. They tell you what you want to hear instead of what you need to know. 

They cover their words with strong emotional content. Your mind becomes clouded with explosive nerve endings. There is no calm, logical reasoning conclusion.

They seek out your trigger points. They use words to explode them rather than outline the cause and effect of their position.

They blind you from the best solution to move you down a path where they may best benefit themselves.

They flip-flop on positions or as the Bible calls it – being double-minded. It all depends who is their audience. 

They may even change the definition of a word for their personal agenda.

They hide behind smoke screens of illusion. They are like magicians. They have you focus on their right hand and maneuver the other to achieve their ambition.

One may fall prey to their cunning deception unless one is grounded in eternal values. God's view outlasts all fads and temporary demands. This is one strong reason to study the Bible. Its historical significance opens the door to better understand human affairs. 

The Word expounds on ways which lead to a more favorable outcome in living. When one knows the truth, one more quickly recognizes the lies and deception of the enemy. But unless one is grounded in the Truth, one may fall prey to the cunning deception of the Evil One.

In most cases, when you come to know a person’s heart, then you more easily recognize that they actually walk the talk. Yes it will take time to separate the facts from the illusions. But knowing the Bible and its Author is one of the best tools to help us separate the truth from deception. To isolate form from substance. And to recognize real value from artificial imitation. 
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#370 – Desire God
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“As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.”   Psalms 42:1

––––––––
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How strong is your desire for God? Is it the strongest desire of everything you want? 

When temptation comes, do you immediately lean on God? Or is it the second or third tactical move on your list of priority?

Is God our weekly desire or our minutely thirst quencher? 

Mentally we all know that prayer is our immediate contact with the Almighty. But how often do we pray? 

Or have you lived such a comfortable life as a Believer you now take God for granted? 

You state you love God, but why do you crave to do acts of spiritual terrorism?

You understand God is your life source, full of grace and unconditional love. But why do you take advantage of His compassion?

You continue to make unwise decisions always pleasing your carnal desires. You refrain to deny yourself for God’s glory. Why do you spiritually rape your sister or brother in the Lord to please your insecurities. 

Why do you succumb to your Biblical ignorance knowing God has already forgiven you? What prevents you from learning new disciplines to combat your carnal desires?

Why is your passion for rewards more important than an honest conversation with God? Why do you quickly turn your head away from God because you want to please your eyes? 

Like a child stealing a cookie from the cupboard before dinner, we behave in the same fashion with God. 

Yet our Triune God knows our weaknesses. He pours his grace upon us. He wants us to find the place in life where our eyes are open. Where we realize our attitude or behavior doesn’t work, and thus we need to change. 

Repentance is about changing our thinking and refocus our relationship with God. The decision is to earnestly make God the center of our life. Wherever we find ourselves, HE wants us to seek HIM. Whether in the sinful pit of failing temptations. Or the recurring successes of victory, HE wants us to be motivated to seek HIM. He wants us to learn how to love HIM more and more which means we come to know more about HIM today than yesterday. 

The psalmist drew the picture of a deer seeking to quench her thirst from a running stream of water. Likewise, our soul needs to learn to thirst for God every day, every hour, every minute. Our heart needs to lay on the bosom of God as we come to know him in every detail of life. 
So, the next time you seek to please your inner desires with physical comfort, cry out to God. Ask Him to intervene so He becomes your #1 satisfaction for living life. 
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#371 – Blessed How?
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“Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in him.”  Psalms 34:8

––––––––
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We all have different expectations when we hear that God wants to bless us?

Some think He will put the winning Powerball lottery ticket into our pocket. Others think he will open doors for us to build the next Google or Microsoft company. Other hopes may be more personal. Like having good health without any ramifications of what we eat or do. So we can abuse ourselves eating all the ice cream, chocolate, and candy we desire. Or we will find Mr. or Mrs. Right and marry with a handful of children and a home second to done.

Now God may include these physical outcomes in the process. Yet there is so much more about being blessed than the fulfillment of our dreams. The 34th Psalm hits the target right in the middle. When God is the center of our lives, we will experience the life HE promises. When we run to him with all our problems and praise, and when we come to know Him as HE IS, we will begin to taste eternal riches. 

Our challenge is focusing on the spiritual outcome rather than the physical means. 

Growing up in a culture of commercialism, many associate blessings with material prosperity. We want to be happy and believe certain “things” will make us happy. And we associate certain “things” with happiness. We have difficulty understanding this with the God-life.

When one begins to know God and allows HIM to live His life within you, you begin to experience HIS life. He is the Source of Power. The power of love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, kindness, faithfulness, and self-control. His presence alone generates all the positive emotions mankind seeks through physical means. 

Security, self-actualization, acceptance, and all the other physiological functions are found in Him. 

That is why saints of old have repeatedly stated HE is all they need. 

The blessing is having a personal relationship with the living God. To allow Him share His life with you as you share your life with Him. Through this relationship, you begin to experience a blessed life. You discover He is a generous, outgoing Being who naturally loves and gives and shares His best for you. But yes, He tempers His generosity. His ultimate purpose is to raise a family. Thus HE raises His children to grow in character, Christlike attitude, and leadership. 

So, if you want to experience the blessed life, don’t focus on your dreams. Instead pursue God and let Him live His life in you.   
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