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			To Graham & Libbie Gutsche,
close friends for sixty years

		


		
			​Preface

			





			The primary assumption in this book is the authority and inspiration of the Scriptures. The promises, prayers, commands, and narratives are not up for consideration. They are to be believed and obeyed.

			The Church is made up of individual members, separate parts of the body of Christ. This book is written to the parts, not to the whole. The Church cannot obey God as a single entity. Only the parts can obey.

			I will quote many Scriptures without doing much exposition of the text. I hope to draw attention to the commands themselves so that we can realize that we are obeying them or not obeying them. If we realize that we are not obeying, I hope that we will also come to individually repent of our disobedience. If this seems hard to you, I suggest you read How to Be Free from Bitterness and How to Maintain Joy, available at www.ccmbooks.org or by calling Community Christian Ministries at (208) 883-0997.

		


		
			​Introduction

			





			In John 17, Jesus says, “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me” (John 17:20-23).

			Jesus gave us the glory so that we might be one. In the same paragraph, He tells the Father three times what kind of unity this is:

			


			
					Just as You are in Me and I am in You

					That they may be one as We are one

					I in them and You in Me

			

			


			Twice He says why he is praying this: “so that the world may believe that You have sent Me.”

			God’s glory in us is the basic provision for unity. This unity will let the world know that He came from the Father. Unity is the basis of world evangelism.

			The church of Jesus Christ started in glory, unity, and prayer: “They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers” (Acts 1:14). The result of this unity was preaching the gospel in the fullness of the Holy Spirit. The result of that was 3,000 new believers, soon followed by 2,000 more.

			“After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all” (Acts 4:31-33). These Christians were filled with the Holy Spirit. They preached the Word boldly and were of one heart and mind.

			In the last two centuries, there have been recurrences of this kind of oneness in prayer and preaching in power leading to conversions of thousands. In Wales in 1859, there were 110,000 new believers in a few months; this happened again in 1905 with another 70,000 believers. Similar events occurred in Korea, northern China, and India. 

			All over the world today, there are small groups who have oneness in prayer and Bible study. There are also hundreds of mission groups and thousands of missionaries whose emphasis is oneness in prayer and preaching the gospel. 

			The first instance of diversity in the Church occurred in Acts 6: “In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food” (Acts 6:1).

			The church took immediate action: “Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word” (Acts 6:3-4). This action was not political; it was spiritual. The men were selected not because they were popular, but because they were godly. 

			There was potential for disunity again in Acts 11 and Acts 15. It was stopped before it got started. Paul and Barnabas had a sharp disagreement in Acts 15:36-40, but it does not seem to have carried over to the churches.

			The churches at Rome and Ephesus had serious problems keeping unity. We can see this from Paul’s letters to them. In every case, corrective action was taken to maintain the unity of the body.

			The New Testament Christians also tended towards disunity by becoming followers of teachers and people who possessed particular gifts. These issues are addressed in 1 Corinthians 1-3 and 11-14.

			The Reformation was wonderful because of the multitude of people who were saved, but it was awful in the divisions. Since that time, there have been increasing numbers of divisions among those who believe in salvation by grace through faith in the person and work of the Son of God. 

			In the last three centuries, there have been hints of unity in different parts of the world. This unity has been manifested in four different ways: praying for each other, preaching the gospel together, singing together, and doing humanitarian work. 

			The Wesleyan revival in England, Scotland, and Wales in the mid-18th century and the Great Awakening in the same period were times of increased unity. The revivals in Wales especially brought great unity among Baptists, Congregationalists, Anglicans, Reformed Methodists, and Wesleyan Methodists. The Second Great Awakening in the 19th century led to the salvation of many but also resulted in many splinter groups. Today evangelistic works like the Scripture Union, CSSM, InterVarsity, Young Life, Youth for Christ, and the Officers’ Christian Fellowship all dwell on the gospel of Jesus Christ to the benefit of the body of Christ.

		


		
			​Chapter 1   
   
The Pleasantness 
of Unity

			


			How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! (Psalm 133:1).

			

Amen! That is clearly true. If you do not understand it, think of the opposite: How bad and unpleasant it is when brothers live together in disunity! The world’s solution to the problem of disunity is to quit living together. That is one of the primary reasons we have so many denominations, but it is not a valid reason. 

			What is unity like? “It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaron’s beard, down upon the collar of his robes” (Psalm 133:2). Unity is like being anointed with the Holy Spirit and the fruit of the Spirit. You might think that having oil poured on your head so that it runs down your face and your clothes would be very unpleasant. That is not the image! The image is of the first high priest being anointed with oil, perfumed and precious. Messiah (Hebrew) and Christ (Greek) both mean “the anointed one.” The high priest was a figure of the true anointed one, Jesus. The priest was anointed with holy oil; Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit.

			“It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the LORD bestows his blessing, even life forevermore” (Psalm 133:3). Mount Hermon is over 9,000 feet high and is capped with snow. Unity is like the rain of that mountain falling on Jerusalem. For there (Zion, Jerusalem) the Lord will rain down His blessing. What is this blessing? Everlasting life, filled with the Spirit, which is the goodness and pleasantness of unity.
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