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Natasha Cornett was born January 26th, 1979 in Pikeville, Kentucky. 

Pikeville is located in the foothills of the Appalachian mountains. It is a mining town with most of its inhabitants devoutly religious. 

“It's very beautiful scenery to grow up in,” Cornett said. “But it's a suffocating place to live.”

Born poor, Natasha was the product of an affair between her mother Madonna Wallen and her biological father, a police officer named Roger Burgess. 

Her mother then left her husband, Ed Wallen,  and raised Natasha alone. They lived in a trailer in Pikeville, Kentucky. 

“She had energy to burn,” her mother said. “She liked to draw. To read. She liked dogs and babies.”

SCHOOL LIFE 

Natasha was a good student in elementary school, behaving well and getting good grades. She seemed to be on the right path until one morning she found her mother laying unconscious. Madonna Wallen had overdosed on prescription drugs.   

“My momma is on the bed naked,” Cornett recalled. “With a bottle of pills laying next to her. I didn't know she was dying. It messed with me.”

Around this time, Cornett's life began a downward spiral. She began suffering from anorexia. Then drugs. Then she began engaging in acts of self-mutilation, cutting her arms to “relieve her pain.”

“Natasha started to engage in those acts as a means of getting control,” forensic psychologist Roberta Nixon said. “She can control her diet. She can control her anger, or so she thinks, by cutting herself. She can control how she feels by doing drugs. Having a dim-witted mother certainly didn't help things either.”

At one point, Natasha had lost over thirty pounds because of her anorexia as well as having over seventy cuts on her arms. 

“I started cutting because I started going through a rough time with my mom,” Natasha said. “It was a release.”

“I don't know where that pain comes from,” Natasha's mother, Madonna Wallen said. “She just says she has to do it to take away her pain.”

In later court testimony, however, Wallen would admit to a history of physical abuse with her daughter.

“I used a belt one time and the buckles slipped from my hand,” Wallen said. “And it hit her on the back of the leg. But it made a bruise on her.”

Wallen later said that there was sexual abuse of Natasha by her husband whom she originally believed to be Natasha's father. 

“Natasha had a really bad upbringing,” C. Berkeley Bell, the District Attorney General for Tennessee said. “Lot of hard times. She came from a very dysfunctional family. Hard time in school. Was an outcast. Was ostracized by her classmates.”

HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUT

Natasha entered high school but dropped out before her freshman year was complete. Her best friend was Karen Howell who would later be part of the “Wild Bunch” that Cornett would lead on a killing spree. 

“Karen was my life raft,” Natasha said. “She was the only person that understood me and let me be me. She knew my pain. She went through the same stuff.”

Like Natasha, Karen had a dysfunctional family. Her father was an abusive alcoholic and her mother had a nervous breakdown. She came from a strict, religious family with her mother forcing her to stand on a Bible when she misbehaved. She was also bipolar. 

“They were like two peas in a pod,” Nixon said. “But in court interviews Natasha seems to more of a realization of what took place that night. Karen remained a petulant teenager, sullen and angry. Natasha was the better talker of the two so Karen followed her lead. 

BIPOLAR DISORDER

Natasha was eventually diagnosed with bipolar disorder and in one episode had to be hospitalized at the Ridge Treatment Center in Lexington, KY.  She had to leave the hospital after eleven days, however, as that was all the time the state health benefits would allow. 

“Bipolar disease is brutal and even more so for people in low income circumstances,”  Nixon said. “It is extremely hard to treat. The amazing thing here is that she was only hospitalized for eleven days. After that, she doesn't appear to have gone through any kind of outpatient treatment program aside from an aborted session with a counselor. With people like Natasha, they need medication to keep their anxiety and impulses under control. Without it, anything can happen and anything will happen.”

Natasha's mother began to see the rapid decline in her emotional state. Her choice of clothing would be reflect her mood and growing anger. 

“From the seventh grade,” Wallen said. “She just started changing. The big baggy pants. The rope with the emblems hanging. Everybody thought it was weird.”

“I started drinking and smoking and associating with people that were weird,” Natasha said. “You don't have to be perfect around them.”

Natasha sought acceptance and eventually found it in the Goth subculture. Still, with the rapid mood shifts and change in dress, Natasha's own mother insists that there are three versions of Natasha. 

“There is the sweet, caring girl,” Wallen said. “There is the girl who would do anything for her friends, and there is a dark side that likes to play on a Oujia board, do seances and play vampire games.”

MARRIAGE 

At the age of seventeen, Natasha married Stephen Cornett. It was no ordinary ceremony, however. The bride and groom wore black and dog collars.

“We'd been friends for awhile,” Natasha said. “It seemed like the logical thing to do.” 

The union only lasted a couple of months. Steven left without warning, abandoning Natasha. The dissolution of the marriage caused Natasha to spiral further into depression. 

“It was awful,” Natasha said. “I just kinda caved in on myself.”

Natasha then fully immersed herself in the Goth subculture even further. She donned black clothing and listened intently to the dark, depressing music. She would pierce her eyebrows and lips with safety pins as well as use black lipstick and nail polish. 

“For most kids,” Nixon said. “The Goth culture is a way to rebel. To control their own image. It is a relatively harmless phase for most involved. They're young. They act out. Then they grow out of it. For some kids, however, like Natasha, it is more than that. She's disturbed to begin with and wants to take it beyond the dark music and black get-ups and really wants to do harm to someone. She realized that the Goth culture was a way to make people afraid of her. This is how she would gain power. She could control people by being their 'darkness consultant.'”

NATASHA THE VAMPIRE

She became a self-described “vampire” and named her black dog “Malkavian” after the vampires in her favorite vampire fantasy board game as well as collecting all of Anne Rice's vampire novels. 

“She was a dark soul who'd give you the willies,” a local teen said in describing her. 

Natasha covered the walls of her bedroom in her trailer with numerous dark messages including “I hate the world” as well as drawing inverted crosses. 

“Tasha would start hearing voices,” Wallen said. “Talking to people on the Oujia board. Her and Karen fed on each other. You know. It just kept getting worse. She wanted away from all the people that called her 'freak.'”

Her drug use and drinking increased but she was able to attract a group of friends, most of whom looked up to her. The group consisted of three girls. The petite Karen Howell and the overweight, awkward Crystal Sturgill. 

Sturgill was molested by her step-father and had been kicked out of her home. She needed a place to stay and hooked up with Karen and Natasha. 

The threesome would go around the sleepy Kentucky town, spray painting pentagrams, the satanic number 666 and inverted crosses across the walls of buildings and homes. 

“They were all sort of drop outs,” reporter Bill Jones said. “Who fell through the cracks in school. They dressed in Gothic fashion, black clothing. Black make-up. Looks Satanic, if you're looking for Satanic that's what might come to mind.”

“Everything that we did,” Natasha said. “Was very destructive but also self-destructive. Nothing was done to harm anybody but ourselves.”

Natasha began spelling her name backwards, 'Ah-Satan', spray painting it across the walls of the town.

“She used the name to intimidate,” Dixon said. “In an odd way, that was part of her charm. She was more 'out there' than the impressionable kids in her town. She held sway over Karen Howell and Crystal Sturgill, both of whom were looking for someone they could look up to. So while Natasha was an outcast at school she was able to assemble other outcasts and cast them under her spell. She became the devil of choice to worship.”

The gang carried around two books with them, The Book of Black Magic and the Complete Book of Magic and Witchcraft. The three girls would go to motel rooms or Natasha's mother's trailer to hang out, drink alcohol and each other's blood. They would also engage in seances and Satanic rituals they would read about in books. 

“When it comes to the occult,” Dixon said. “Most young people just dabble around with it. In the case of Natasha and her gang, however, she led them over the edge. They were dumb kids out looking for kicks and she pushed them into something that they probably would not have gotten involved in had it not been for her own dark compulsions.”

ROAD TRIP TO HELL

“We're going to start armageddon,” Natasha informed one of her friends. “I hate, therefore I am” became her mantra. 

Natasha and the “Wild Bunch” decided to go on a road trip to New Orleans. They were obsessed with the vampire books of Anne Rice and thought about the prospect of meeting her. Talks began and the entire group wanted to leave the small town of Pikeville behind. 

“All I could think of was I need out,” Natasha said. “I need out. I need out. I need out. I can't breathe, I need out.”

The group of girls were now joined by some equally nefarious young men. The first is Joe Risner who is Karen's boyfriend and at twenty years old, the oldest in the group. Risner, never knew his own father and was known as the quiet, introverted type. He wanted to impressed Karen but was insecure as his love interest seemed more infatuated with Natasha then with him.

Edward Dean Mullins was nineteen and the only one from the group that comes from an intact family that goes to church. He is struggling with self-esteem issues, however, as women reject him until he meets Natasha. James Bryant is fourteen but seemingly the most volatile of the “Wild Bunch”.  His mother has abandoned him and left him alone with an alcoholic father. Natasha and Karen met him on a street corner and picked him up because they thought he looked “cool.” Mostly likely, they saw him as someone the could use to do their dirty work.

“I had been friends with Joe for awhile,” Natasha said. “Joe was dating Karen. Crystal needed a place to stay and she was friends with Dean (Mullins).”

Jason was the last entry into the “Wild Bunch.” It was apparent, however, that he and Natasha didn't always see eye to eye. According to detectives, Jason was not as “controllable” as others in Natasha's group. 

“Jason didn't make a huge impact on me,” Natasha said. “He seemed dangerous. Like people pretend to be bad. I thought that was his hook. He was the 'bad boy.'”

Natasha's mother's trailer would be their primary hangout where they would drink, do drugs and later plot out their killing spree. 

“Prior to leaving (for the road trip),” Bell said. “The defendants would watch 'Natural Born Killers.' That movie depicts individuals who are carefree, killing people. There don't appear to be from that movie, any consequences (to violence). They may have felt that
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