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To every pastor, elder, deacon, and faithful member who has ever given their life to building what Jesus declared He would build; His Church.

And to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Owner, the Builder, and the Foundation, whose promise has never failed, and never will.

“And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.”

Matthew 16:18
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By Presiding Bishop N.A. Tackie Yarboi

There are books that inform, and then there are books that reform. What you hold in your hands belongs to the second category.

I have watched Bishop Osei Tweneboah Koduah serve the body of Christ with singular devotion for many years. I have observed the pastoral heart behind his ministry; a heart that refuses to be satisfied with the shallow, the convenient, or the comfortable when it comes to the Church of the Living God. This book is the overflow of that heart.

In an era when the Church faces enormous pressure to become something it was never meant to be, a stage for entertainment, a corporation of religious consumption, or a social club with a cross on the wall, Bishop Koduah calls us back to a word spoken by Jesus Himself on the road to Caesarea Philippi: “I will build My church.”

That pronoun, My, is everything. The Church does not belong to its founding pastor. It does not belong to its denomination. It does not belong to its donors. It belongs to the One who purchased it with His own blood. Every person who serves in a leadership capacity in any local assembly must reckon soberly with that truth before taking another step.

What makes this book remarkable is not merely that it raises this declaration, but that it traces its implications all the way into the architecture of how we do church; the seeds we sow, the covenantal blood that gives us access, the house that Zechariah prophesied, and the practices that marked the early church in Acts 2 through Acts 5. Bishop Koduah does not allow the reader to admire the doctrine at arm’s length. He pulls you in. He says, “Do not rush this.” He says, “Pause here.” And when you do pause, you realize that what he is showing you is not only theological truth; it is a mirror.

I commend this work with great joy and full confidence. May it stir in you a holy fire for the house of God. And may the Lord Jesus Christ, the One who declared this promise, be pleased to use these pages for the reformation and revitalization of His Church.

With fatherly love and apostolic blessing,

Presiding Bishop N.A. Tackie Yarboi

Victory Bible Church International

Germantown, Maryland
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This book began as a sermon. Most of the most important things I have written began that way.

There is something about standing before the gathered people of God, opening the Word, and allowing the Spirit to press a truth down into your own soul before it ever reaches anyone else. The message that became this book was one of those moments. I was teaching from Matthew 16:13–19, and when Jesus said, “I will build My church,” something stopped me cold. Not the familiarity of the phrase; but the ownership behind it.

He said My church. Not your church, Pastor. Not our church, congregation. My church. I have been meditating on that pronoun ever since, and what you now hold in your hands is the fruit of that meditation; enriched by years of pastoral experience, study of the Zechariah prophetic framework, reflection on the blood covenant, and deep engagement with the book of Acts.

My prayer is that this book will do three things for you.

First, I pray it will correct any misalignment in how you see the Church. If you have been treating the local assembly as a ministry platform, a career move, or a spiritual commodity, this book is meant to lovingly confront that. The Church is a blood-bought house, and we must handle it accordingly.

Second, I pray it will enlarge your vision of what the Church is designed to be. Prophet Zechariah, writing centuries before Pentecost, laid out the architecture of a glorified, fortified, honored, strong, feeding, transforming, cleansing, refining, and delightful house. These are not abstract ideals. They are the inheritance of every local church that will dare to believe.

Third, I pray it will reactivate your engagement with what the Spirit was doing in Acts 2 through 5. Presence. Persuasion. Pattern. Practice. These four pillars held the early church together and launched the greatest movement of God in human history. They can do it again.

Do not read this book quickly. Let each chapter sit with you. Ask the hard questions it raises. Bring it into your prayer time, your leadership meetings, your personal devotions. This is not a book to be finished. It is a book to be inhabited.

The Lord Jesus Christ said He would build His Church, and the gates of hell would not prevail against it. I believe that word with everything in me. I trust it will become the anchor of your life and ministry as well.

In His service,

Bishop Osei Tweneboah Koduah
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A Declaration That Changes Everything

───────────────

“When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, ‘Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?’”

Matthew 16:13–19

Most of us, pastors, leaders, faithful church members, and those who simply love the people of God, have said the words many times. We have sung about the Church. We have preached about the Church. We have defended the Church and wept over the Church.

But have we truly reckoned with what Jesus said?

“I will build My church.”

Read those five words again, slowly this time. There is a world of theology compressed into that single sentence, and until we unpack it carefully, we risk building our entire ministry on assumptions we have never actually examined.

“I will build My church.”; Five words. One Owner. One Builder. One Church. And not one of them is you.

The setting matters. Jesus is not speaking in the Temple. He is not at a synagogue or before the religious establishment. He is on the road to Caesarea Philippi; a city saturated with pagan religion, where the cult of Caesar and the worship of the Greek god Pan had firmly established themselves. It is against that backdrop of competing spiritual powers and earthly kingdoms that Jesus makes His declaration.

He is essentially saying: all of this, the temples, the shrines, the political powers, the philosophies, all of it will bow. What will stand is His Church. Not because of human strategy. Not
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