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Words from Other Ministries

“These are times in which it is urgent that the new generation of disciples understand who they are, what they have been called to, and what they can do. I am certain that Joel Manderfield has been raised up by God in this hour to lift a prophetic voice to the Christian youth of the new century. We need to understand that we can do everything God has said we can do.

“The Soluciones Juveniles ministry is rising up in Colombia as an arm of unity and equipping for youth leaders, so that the task of the Great Commission may be done with excellence and passion. I am certain that Supernatural Generation will challenge and inspire us to live powerfully in God.

“Thank you, Joel, for writing these truths and allowing God to use you to bless us.”

Leonardo Garzón F. Pastor, Iglesia Cristiana Filadelfia — Tunja, Colombia Director, Fundación Comité Juvenil

“God is raising up a Supernatural Generation, and I believe with all my heart that people are needed who can model a powerful, pure, passionate life. Joel Manderfield and his family are being used in Colombia and throughout South America as an example to thousands of young people, leaders, and families — dreaming leaders who live in an inspiring dimension of faith. I recommend this book to you, and may you be propelled to be part of the Supernatural Generation.”

Adam McCain Founder and Pastor, Church on the Hill Cedar Hill, Texas, United States

Prologue

Generation after generation, people seek God out of tradition or duty... yet in every generation there are those whose hunger and desire carry them beyond merely attending their churches. They know that God is offering their generation a supernatural life.

Joel is one of those people. Although Joel invited Christ into his life as a child and lived a normal church life, it was not until he was 18 that he entered into a close, powerful, and intimate relationship with the Holy Spirit.

Supernatural Generation is going to make you uncomfortable and challenge you deeply, because these words are not merely information — they are an impartation that will guide you into how to live a truly supernatural life.

Jerry Manderfield Founder and President, Christ For the Nations Colombia Medellín, Colombia

Introduction

By the age of 14, my life had taken a destructive turn. Despite having spent my whole childhood in Colombia, the first time I tried drugs was in the United States — at a Christian school!

At that stage of my life, I had surrounded myself with the worst friendships. I was insecure to the bone, and there was no direction, much less any clear purpose, in my life. At 17, I attended a conference in Medellín, Colombia, where a preacher named Rodney Howard-Browne was speaking. He was delivering a message about Jesus in a different way. Of course, I had seen the famous healing evangelists on television, but all I could think about was how much money those people must have been paid to pretend to be healed... but this preacher Browne began to present Jesus in a way I had never seen.

In the first days, I watched as several blind people began to see, the deaf began to hear, and paralytics began to walk; but my eyes were yet to see something that would mark my life forever.

At the meeting I was with a friend who felt just as skeptical as I did. Years earlier she had suffered an electric shock that left her right wrist paralyzed, and for this reason she had to wear an external metal brace. During the conference, at one point, this preacher Browne saw her and asked her to come forward. Inside I thought, “Oh no! Now this man has really gotten himself into trouble, because I know this woman is not going to pretend she was healed like all the other people did!” So I sat on the edge of my seat, waiting to see what would happen. He asked her if she believed Jesus could heal her, and she said yes. He then told her to remove the external brace, and when she did, he prayed for her and said: “Stretch out your hand in the Name of Jesus!” In that moment I watched as her hand and her wrist, which had been twisted for so many years, straightened out. My friend began to cry, and so did her mother, who was standing beside her.

The mental video of that moment haunted me at night. I could not stop thinking about how real the miracle I had seen was.

I had already heard thousands of persuasive messages, but that night my eyes saw something I could not escape. I wrestled mentally for a week, but I reached the point where I fell to my knees and prayed: “God, if You are real, I want to know You, I want to serve You. Reveal Yourself to me — I want to serve You.” In that moment, something came over me, and I felt the entire atmosphere around me change. His Presence was so real that I began to cry for three hours like a child. Snot and tears covered my whole face. From that moment on, my life made a 180-degree turn. Jesus became a real and close person in my life; His voice became something familiar, and His friendship became a great treasure.

Years have passed, and even now, just thinking about that experience... breaks me with gratitude toward God. I LOVE HIM!

I am also grateful for people like my parents, who prayed for me for many years.

And I cannot stop giving thanks for men like Rodney Howard-Browne, who dared to be different and present Jesus in a real way. I would never have believed that Jesus is alive if I had not seen the supernatural power of God — and I believe today’s generation is waiting to see that kind of God: real, alive, and powerful.

Dear reader, you and I carry a great responsibility and a great debt: we must present Jesus to the world in a real way! Millions of people will never believe unless they see the supernatural power of God. Philosophy is too seductive and reasoning too enchanting and puffed up for us to try to convince them with words alone. God wants to raise up a generation of men and women who learn to live supernatural lives — and not only inside a church building or a Sunday service, but also in a supermarket or a workplace.

God is going to raise up a Supernatural Generation! This book exists to help you walk in that lifestyle, and it will guide you in how to raise up a ministry that lives in the supernatural dimension.
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When I look at the life and ministry of Jesus, I notice two central things: His power and His compassion. Jesus knew that His nation needed far more than a prolific, eloquent message; they had family problems, health problems, financial and emotional problems... real problems! It is hard not to imagine that it pained Jesus to see families broken by physical and emotional sickness as He grew up in Nazareth. Just as in the life of Jesus, compassion is the foundation of every good ministry.

A Frustrated Missionary

For many years, T.L. Osborn and his wife were faithful missionaries in one of the most pagan nations of the world: India. Years went by, and they would see only one or two people saved over the span of several months — and those who confessed Jesus simply added Him to their list of thousands of false gods.

Frustrated, exhausted, and feeling like failures, they returned to the United States to decide what they were going to do. It was there that Daisy, T.L.’s beautiful wife, went to a Kathryn Kuhlman meeting, where she saw the power of God in action for the first time. She came home excited, carrying new hope to share with her husband, who agreed to go with her to the next meeting. That night, T.L. woke up in the middle of the night, and upon opening his eyes, while still in his bed, he saw Jesus. Not a single word was spoken; they simply gazed at each other for several minutes while he felt love pouring from the eyes of Jesus. Hours later, T.L. could not stop weeping, knowing that Jesus was commissioning him to return to the mission field.

New Vision

T.L. Osborn went to the meeting the next day, and God gave him a vision of a new ministry that would have the power of God as its foundation. He returned with his wife to the mission field, but now with new hope and a new strategy. They were going to use the power of God to show that Jesus was the one and only sufficient Savior! Every year was better than the last, as they saw people healed of cancer, blindness, paralysis, and AIDS. God moved in supernatural ways in Africa, India, and Central America.

Buddhists, Hindus, and witch doctors all renounced their false gods upon seeing the demonstration of the power of Jesus. At last they had a way to communicate the message that Jesus is alive!

A Confrontation

Once, the great evangelist T.L. Osborn was ministering at a crusade in an almost entirely Muslim country in Africa. In the middle of one of the messages, a radical Islamic student stood up and marched toward the platform to stop T.L. from continuing his message that Jesus was the only Way to God. The student was furious that anyone would say Jesus was superior to Muhammad. Daisy, T.L.’s wise wife, saw the situation and went down to meet him with a proposal
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