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MATTHEW 24: 11AND MANY false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 12And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. 13But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 

We are in the age of lawlessness – lawlessness implies a lack of order. In the Scriptures, God has always placed great emphasis on His Law and Order. The Law has always been represented by the number 10, and Order by the number 12 [Government]. Where God’s laws, truths and order are disregarded, treated with contempt and even ignored, then lawlessness will set in to cause destruction.

The devil has tried for thousands of years for mankind to exchange God’s truth for a pseudo “truth” and “reality” (Romans 1), urging and prompting the citizens of the earth to follow their moral compass that only points to a direction of apostasy, lawlessness and disorder. This is demonstrated by 2000 years of wars, conflict, bloodbaths, moral corruption, tyranny and the relentless drive to see mankind exalt the “Self” above the will of God.

The importance of God’s laws and truths and His order is even demonstrated at the momentous event of Jesus’ transfiguration. Matthew 17 (Amplified Bible): 1AND SIX days after this, Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John his brother, and led them up on a high mountain by themselves. 2And His appearance underwent a change in their presence; and His face shone clear and bright like the sun, and His clothing became as white as light. 3And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, who kept talking with Him. 

Behold, Elijah represented the prophetic, while Moses represented the law. Jesus was once again enforcing His Father’s order of things that the Church can only move forward in Glory when the law and the prophetic are in place. For it says in “Matthew 5: 17Do not think that I have come to do away with or undo the Law or the Prophets; I have come not to do away with or undo but to complete and fulfill them. 18For truly I tell you, until the sky and earth pass away and perish, not one smallest letter nor one little hook [identifying certain Hebrew letters] will pass from the Law until all things [it foreshadows] are accomplished. 19Whoever then breaks or does away with or relaxes one of the least [important] of these commandments and teaches men so shall be called least [important] in the kingdom of heaven, but he who practices them and teaches others to do so shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”

Jesus also alluded to the prophetic and the law when He was speaking about the two greatest commandments. Matthew 22: 36Teacher, which kind of commandment is great and important (the principal kind) in the Law? [Some commandments are light—which are heavy?] 37And He replied to him, You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind (intellect). 38This is the great (most important, principal) and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as [you do] yourself. 40These two commandments sum up and upon them depend all the Law and the Prophets.

Jesus pointed to the fact that love remains the foundation stone of our faith, of the Kingdom and of His heart – and it is upon this “rock” of truth that the Law and the Prophets function and operate. Again, Jesus alludes to the utmost importance of the functionality of the Law and the Prophets, but again, we can only move in His order, truth, laws and reality if we move in love which sums up God.

These days of lawlessness were spoken about 2000 years ago, and Paul in his writings alluded to a time that indeed there will be such a great falling away from Truth and Law and Order that we will see internal and external disorder and chaos.

2 Thessalonians 2: 1Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, 2That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 3Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there comes a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 5Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 6And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 7For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. 

The work of Satan, whose aim is to introduce his man of lawlessness, had already begun when the New Testament was being written. Paul explained to the Thessalonians that "the secret power of lawlessness is already at work" (2 Thessalonians 2:7). 

The "secret power of lawlessness" or "mystery of lawlessness" as the King James Version renders it, is the end-time movement engineered by Satan to enthrone the lawless one in the place of God.  This scheme has nearly reached its climax in our times.  But amazingly, most believers in the Bible do not even recognize the subtleties of lawlessness at work in the church but have been deceived by their ministers regarding its operation. 

2 Thessalonians 2: 7For the mystery of lawlessness (that hidden principle of rebellion against constituted authority) is already at work in the world, [but it is] restrained only until he who restrains is taken out of the way. 8And then the lawless one (the antichrist) will be revealed and the Lord Jesus will slay him with the breath of His mouth and bring him to an end by His appearing at His coming. 9The coming [of the lawless one, the antichrist] is through the activity and working of Satan and will be attended by great power and with all sorts of [pretended] miracles and signs and delusive marvels—[all of them] lying wonders—10And by unlimited seduction to evil and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing (going to perdition) because they did not welcome the Truth but refused to love it that they might be saved. 11Therefore God sends upon them a misleading influence, a working of error and a strong delusion to make them believe what is false,12In order that all may be judged and condemned who did not believe in [who refused to adhere to, trust in, and rely on] the Truth, but [instead] took pleasure in unrighteousness.

Paul places emphasis on the fact that judgment comes to those who have not relied on, trusted and adhered to the truth – which is God’s laws and truths – for by implication this means that those who turned away from the truth walked in iniquity, rebellion, idolatry and lawlessness. According to the Scriptures, the condition of the world in the last days is characterized by the term "lawlessness." Jesus spoke of the "increase of lawlessness" (Matthew 24:12).  And Paul wrote about the man of lawlessness and the secret power of lawlessness.  Lawlessness may be defined as an action or way of life "not regulated by or based on law." 

Lawlessness, or iniquity, is a reference to a way of life not in submission to God’s internal spiritual laws.

Jeremiah 9: 13 The LORD said, “It is because they have forsaken my law, which I set before them; they have not obeyed me or followed my law. 14 Instead, they have followed the stubbornness of their hearts; they have followed the Baals, as their ancestors taught them.” 15 Therefore this is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “See, I will make this people eat bitter food and drink poisoned water. 16 I will scatter them among nations that neither they nor their ancestors have known, and I will pursue them with the sword until I have made an end of them.”

There are very real and true consequences of not following God’s laws and truths. The blessings and curses of Deuteronomy 28 should allude us to the fact that God blesses those who walk after His ways, while those who walk in lawlessness and iniquity end up in a spiritual state of disorder.

As Jesus stated, iniquity shall abound in the last days. Iniquity and lawlessness go hand in hand. It is actually because of the ignorance regarding iniquity that there will be lawlessness, for iniquity speaks of moral corruption and a direct intention not to turn away from what is wrong. Iniquity speaks of an order that stands against God and therefore is rebellion. Matthew 7 (King James Version): 22Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?  23And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 24Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock.

Iniquity is the type of sin that we constantly, willfully and intentionally commit, even though we know it is wrong. 

This is iniquity. Under the old laws of Moses, the guilt, blood and sin offerings dealt with sins generally committed unintentionally, accidentally and out of ignorance. Sins that are committed in the full knowledge of right and wrong are left unrepentant and turn into iniquity. Iniquity implies willingly and without any excuse for doing wrong in the eyes of the Lord.

The blurring of right and wrong and sin and iniquity is an outflow of the modern-day church as it moves swiftly away from the spiritual law that fully and comprehensibly and ultimately encapsulates the Law of Moses. 

Jesus said in Matthew 5 that He came to fulfil the Law and not to do away with it. Paul was a great lover of the Law, but what the Jews failed to understand was that he was fighting for a spiritual law that has encapsulated the Law of Moses by which the Gentiles should be governed.  

The law taught by Jesus is of such a spiritual nature that it is of a far higher standard than the one given to Moses.  Whereas the Law of Moses taught, in general, the physical nature of things, the law taught by Jesus was spiritual as well. Adultery is no longer confined to the physical realm, but Jesus raised the bar by saying that worshipping any other god is adultery. Spiritual abortion is of far greater concern for it involves that which kills spiritually. The civil, ceremonial and moral laws of Moses are now intertwined with the higher and eternal inner laws of God. 

We need to understand: that sin is not the same thing as iniquity. Under the new covenant, sealed by the Blood of Jesus, there is a very important difference. We know that sin is the transgression of the law. Iniquity also involves a transgression of the law but it is also gross injustice.

Sin and iniquity are found together in some form in about 70 verses in the Bible. There are times when they are used parallel to one another, as in Psalm 38:18 - "For I will declare mine iniquity; I will be sorry for my sin."  

The differences between iniquity and sin can be seen in Hebrew meanings:

The word ‘avon’ as used in the Old Testament it is translated mostly as iniquity. The Hebrew meaning refers to perversity, depravity and more importantly, moral evil. Strong's Concordance # 5771. 'avon, aw-vone'; or 'avown (2 Kings 7: 9; Psalm. 51: 5), aw-vone'; from H5753; perversity, i.e. (moral) evil:—fault, iniquity, mischief, punishment (of iniquity), sin. Another word for iniquity except ‘avon’ is ‘evel’. Strong’s Concordance #5766 – referring again to wickedness. Then there is aven. Strong’s Concordance # 205 – referring also back to trouble. 

Looking at sin, the keyword used is ‘Chattah’. In the Old Testament in the King James Version, it is translated mostly as sin. The Hebrew meaning is: miss the mark. Strong's Concordance # 2398. chata', khaw-taw'; a prim. root; prop. to miss; hence (fig. and gen.) to sin; by infer. to forfeit, lack, expiate, repent, (causat.) lead astray, condemn:—bear the blame, cleanse, commit [sin], by fault, harm he hath done, loss, miss, (make) offend (-er), offer for sin, purge, purify (self), make reconciliation, (cause, make) sin (-ful, -ness), trespass.

Where sin deals with unintentional sin and being at fault for trespassing - sometimes not deliberately - a law, iniquity deals with wickedness and a form of trouble that is of a moral origin. Moral wickedness implies doing something wrong for it is in one’s nature or one’s character, therefore it is not merely something done out of ignorance but is something done out of a moral choice that defies God. 

The word “sin” is the most general term for those actions which are wrong. It is missing the mark. If we think of this in terms of an archer shooting for a bull's eye in a target, this may give us a good idea of the meaning of sin. He may overshoot the target. We do that when we go beyond God's allowed actions and commit what is commonly called sins of commission. That is, we do something we are not supposed to do. It is almost unintentional. However, the arrow may also fall short of the mark. This would be a picture of sins of omission. This refers to the things we should have done but fails to do. The arrow might even go to the right or to the left of the target, but we are to follow God's word without turning from it to the right hand or the left hand (Joshua 1:7). Therefore, anything that comes short of the perfect glory of God (the centre of the target) is sin (Romans 3:23). Sin covers all wrongdoing of any sort.  

The grossest injustice is to say that the Righteous Judge of the entire Universe is wrong in any judgment. That is precisely what we do whenever we excuse or cover our sins. Excusing one's sin is iniquity. When we cover our sins, excuse our sins, rationalise our sins, or fail to agree with God that our sin is sin, we turn that sin into iniquity. Adam's sin of eating the forbidden fruit turned to iniquity when he said in "Genesis 3:12 The woman whom Thou gavest to be with me, she gave me." 

Iniquity is when we excuse or cover or hide our sin. Then it turns into iniquity. Only the power of the Blood of Jesus covers the sin and empowers us, by that same power of the Blood of Jesus, to stop doing that sin. If we fail to agree with God or do not purpose to stop and turn away from sin, then it turns into iniquity. Unlike ordinary sin, which is often committed in ignorance or on the spur of the moment, iniquity is premeditated sin which is engaged in with full knowledge, often with a measure of defiance - and even contempt. In short, iniquity is open and willful defiance of the Almighty's law. 

When we repent, we agree with God that we were wrong; and, we agree to turn away and stop that sin. When we repent, then through the power of the Blood of Jesus, God will have mercy and cover that sin, and throw it in the sea of forgetfulness. God will give you power through the Blood of Jesus to stop that sin.

The real Jesus came to save sinners and workers of iniquity. Iniquity is a gross injustice, which instead of saying Amen to the convicting voice of the Holy Spirit, says everybody sins every day. When enough iniquity is heaped up, iniquity becomes full, and one will no longer hear the convicting voice of the Holy Spirit. Iniquity gives an excuse or any covering of any sin other than pleading for mercy through the Blood of Jesus. 

Iniquity has terrifying results. Most people are unable to trace those results back to their underlying cause - iniquity! Listen to the Almighty's invitation to the wise men of past ages to trace the real cause of His people's problems. Can you see the parallels in our day? 

Jeremiah 9: 12 Who is the wise man that may understand this? and who is he to whom the mouth of the LORD hath spoken, that he may declare it, for what the land perisheth and is burned up like a wilderness, that none passeth through? 13: And the LORD saith, Because they have forsaken my law which I set before them, and have not obeyed my voice, neither walked therein; 14: But have walked after the imagination of their own heart, and after Baalim, which their fathers taught them: 15: Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will feed them, even this people, with wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink. 

10: And it shall come to pass, when thou shalt shew this people all these words, and they shall say unto thee, Wherefore hath the LORD pronounced all this great evil against us? or what is our iniquity? or what is our sin that we have committed against the LORD our God? 11: Then shalt thou say unto them, because your fathers have forsaken me, saith the LORD, and have walked after other gods, and have served them, and have worshipped them, and have forsaken me, and have not kept my law. (Jeremiah 16)

In other words, the root cause of ancient Israel's ills was willful disobedience of God's law. 

There are several blatant sins in the church which can be classified as iniquity; sins which multiplied millions of church-goers engage in with impunity - every week of the year; sins that are the root cause of the church's present problems. One of them is idolatry. The dictionary defines the word 'idol' as the image of a god: and 'idolatry' as the worship of idols. In the second of the Ten Commandments, this matter of making and worshipping images is forbidden. 

Isaiah 59: 2But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear. 3For your hands are defiled with blood and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue mutters wickedness. 4None sues or calls in righteousness [but for the sake of doing injury to others—to take some undue advantage]; no one goes to law honestly and pleads [his case] in truth; they trust in emptiness, worthlessness and futility, and speaking lies! They conceive mischief and bring forth evil! 

We have to realise something of great importance – God shall never be mocked and His grace and mercy is never a license to sin, to be workers of iniquity, to be lawless and rebellious. For those who call upon His name yet continue in their iniquity and rebellion, then the Lord will away His ear and heed not the call! This was also in the case of Ezekiel 8, when the Lord showed Ezekiel all the iniquity –with idolatry being the highest form of iniquity – and as a result, the Lord said that He would not listen to the priests and the elders. Ezekiel 8: 17Then [the Spirit] said to me, Have you seen this, O son of man? Is it too slight a thing to the house of Judah to commit the abominations which they commit here, that they must fill the land with violence and turn back afresh to provoke Me to anger? And behold, they put the branch to their nose [actually, before their mouths, in superstitious worship]! 18Therefore I will deal in wrath; My eye will not spare, nor will I have pity; and though they cry in My ears with a loud voice, yet will I not hear them.

It remains shocking how many “believers” – those of the Holy Priesthood – still bow down to idols. Our idols have become our money, our careers, fame, and success while across the globe celebrities are worshipped.  Sin and iniquity call us to humbly come before the Lord and be willing to submit to His discipline and instruction. When we allow ourselves to be opened to His fire and Spirit, then the Lord explores our very being. He will expose all things in us that are iniquity and that is sin. If we are doing something that we know is wrong then we need to repent and do it no more. 

The problem is that we would rather bow to the pressures of the world and listen to the justification of the world when it comes to what is right and wrong. We need to follow God and not man. Bowing before God and agreeing to His covenant implies that we agree to His rights and wrongs. 

In the days of old, the Israelites had to obey 613 laws. These laws are still and forever have been God’s absolutes on what is right and what is wrong. The only way to truly know if we are walking in His will is to sit at His feet, constantly waiting and yearning and seeking until we truly are absorbed and baptized in His teachings. And where there is sin and iniquity, we need to repent and turn from our ways. 

Sin has now become a misgiving, a character flaw, a childhood shortcoming or/and a cultural imperfection – Jesus did not die because of a misunderstanding or a simple flaw! He died because mankind had transgressed blatantly and intentionally and deliberately against the Great I AM. He didn’t die a painful death only for mankind to deem what He has died for to be incorrect or inaccurate. He died for us to be free from sin and iniquity – that which divided us from the Father.

As soon as we begin to justify rights and wrongs, then we might as well look at the cross and deem the sacrifice null and void. We might as well betray our faith for then we are saying Jesus didn’t have to die a horrible death because His interpretation of redeeming us from the law of sin and death is mistakenly out of context! 

No – Jesus died for us because our actions, be it wrong, do separate us from the Lord. He died for us to be redeemed. 

Any deed, action or word that causes unrest in the spirit has to be tested with the Lord – yet if we know it to be wrong, then it is iniquity and for that, we need to repent quickly and get done with it! Iniquity leads to a corruption of character and spirit and is eventually deemed an evil condition.

Isaiah 1: (King James Version): 1The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.2Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me.  3The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib: but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider.  4Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the LORD, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away backwards. 

Sadly, the Church of today does not believe that the Law of God is relevant for the "New Testament" believer.  They have rejected the Law. 

They are unsuspecting participants in the fulfilment of Jesus’ word that lawlessness would be epidemic in the last days.  The apostle John says that "everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness" (1 John 3:4).  Thus, breaking the Law is sin, and habitual and sustained disregard for the Law is iniquity and lawlessness. 

Daniel the prophet says that the lawless one "will speak against the Most High and oppress his saints and try to change the set times and the laws" (7:25). The laws which will be "changed" in the last days are, of course, God’s laws as outlined in the Scriptures. Speaking of the false teachers who are to arise in the last days, Peter tells us that "many will follow their shameful ways and will bring the way of truth into disrepute" (2 Peter 2:2). 

Such shameful ways and men of rebellion and lawlessness were also highlighted in the days of Jeremiah. Jeremiah 8: 6 I have listened attentively, but they do not say what is right. No one repents of his wickedness, saying, "What have I done?" Each pursues his own course like a horse charging into battle. 7 Even the stork in the sky knows her appointed seasons, and the dove, the swift and the thrush observe the time of their migration. But my people do not know the requirements of the LORD. 8 " 'How can you say, "We are wise, for we have the law of the LORD,” when actually the lying pen of the scribes has handled it falsely? 9 The wise will be put to shame; they will be dismayed and trapped. Since they have rejected the word of the LORD, what kind of wisdom do they have?  10 Therefore I will give their wives to other men and their fields to new owners. From the least to the greatest, all are greedy for gain; prophets and priests alike, all practice deceit.  11 They dress the wound of my people as though it were not serious. "Peace, peace," they say, when there is no peace. 12 Are they ashamed of their loathsome conduct?  No, they have no shame at all; they do not even know how to blush. So they will fall among the fallen;   they will be brought down when they are punished, says the LORD.  13 " 'I will take away their harvest, declares the LORD. There will be no grapes on the vine. There will be no figs on the tree, and their leaves will wither. What I have given them will be taken from them. ‘... 22 Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then is there no healing for the wound of my people?

We often forget that Jesus had high regard for the Law. He said after all that the Law would remain valid in every detail until heaven and earth disappeared (Matthew 5).  Paul, James and John, likewise, had such a high view of God’s Laws.  How many in the Church today have high regard for His truths, primarily the Ten Commandments? 

And this, despite Jesus himself saying that "whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 5:19). 

We often see the Laws of God being legalistic, traditionalistic or even religious, but we forget that God’s laws, even those given to Moses, were not done as a mere trivial matter but it was done as to guide the people in His truth, in holiness and purity. The 613 Laws of Moses in its entirety led the people to a state of holiness and purity, even though it was ceremonial and ritualistic. Today that same God, who is holy and pure, wants us to be holy and pure – why then would He dismiss His laws? Instead, the laws of inner guidance unto a state of purity and holiness were fulfilled in Jesus, so that when we follow Jesus in Spirit and Truth and Love we adhere to His truths and laws.   

Interestingly, one reason for such contempt for the Old Testament law by modern-day Bible believers is that the findings of the apostolic Jerusalem Council have been grossly misinterpreted.  Theologians have been teaching for a long time that the apostles at the Jerusalem Council came to an agreement that the Gentile church does not have to obey the Law of Moses.  But as some recent studies have shown, a careful examination of that council's conclusions will reveal that the apostles did not dismiss the applicability of the Laws for the New Testament church. 

The Jerusalem Council, as the reader may recall, is that assembly of apostles and elders to consider whether or not the new Gentile converts to Christianity were required to follow the Torah of Moses and to be circumcised. It was decided that the Gentiles "must abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of strangled animals and from blood" (Acts 15:20). The point of debate is whether these four commands to the Gentiles constitute a decision-forcing the Gentiles to keep the whole Torah of Moses or that these are merely a concession to keep the Gentiles from offending the Jews. 

Indeed, the Gentiles do not have to "become Jews" to be a part of God’s people. And it is correct to say that there are no "entrance conditions" except to have faith in the Lord. But this does not mean that the "old rules" are no longer applicable as the proper way to walk for the community of believers. The Scriptures are very explicit regarding how one may receive salvation. Salvation cannot be earned by any human merit, achievement or good works. 

However, when a person becomes a believer, the Scriptures say he will manifest the good works of God in his life. If the good works are absent, there is reason to question the authenticity of his salvation experience. So, although there are no conditions to be met for salvation, rules govern the behaviour of the members of the church, and this is precisely what the Jerusalem Council is all about. 

Gentiles do not have to undergo the ritual of circumcision, but when they become members of God’s household, they must obey the rules which govern his household - the commandments of God. Paul makes this clear distinction between circumcision and the commandments when he instructed the Corinthians that "circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is nothing. Keeping God’s commands is what counts" (7:19). Obedience to the commandments of God is an essential part of man's relationship with God. 

The fact of the matter is that those "old rules" do indeed need to be followed within a spiritual context. This is precisely the point the elders intended to make when they cited four specific rules the Gentiles must obey. 

Whereas some would argue that the Gentiles were not to be burdened with the requirement that they obey the Torah of Moses, these four precepts imply just the opposite. No one would seriously contend, for example, that the Gentiles no longer needed to be concerned with such commandments as 'do not steel,' 'do not covet,' 'honour your father and your mother,' etc. And yet, these basic moral principles were not mentioned in the apostles' decision. The need for the Gentiles to adhere to the moral aspects of the Old Testament ethical code was taken for granted. 

The point in dispute, then, is not whether the Gentiles must live by the moral standard of the Scriptures, but whether they needed to also adhere to the so-called "ceremonial" requirements of the Law. The fact that the apostles cited three specific ceremonial statutes which the Gentiles were required to keep strongly implies that the Levitical Law(s) of Holiness needed to be followed – but under the Covenant of Grace, this is done by following Jesus and obeying and adhering to His teachings. 

Could it be that the apostasy of the end times is a change in the believer's attitude toward the laws of God? After all, the prophet Daniel did say that the latter-day king would "attempt to change the set times and the laws" (7:25). Just as apostasy from Moses meant to abandon his Torah, so apostasy in the last days is the abandoning of God’s laws. 

Lawlessness is the catchword for the end times, and the rejection of God’s laws will turn out to be the identifying characteristic of the lawless one when he is revealed. Believers need to avoid the attitude that Satan has toward God's righteous truths. The attitude of the one who loves Jesus h ought to be the same as the Psalmist who said, "Away from me, you evildoers, that I may keep the commands of my God!" (Psalm 119:115).

As soon as we, as a Bride, become so undisciplined as not to see the validity and the importance of God’s truths and laws, then we will surely fall into iniquity, and then iniquity leads to greater apostasy and rebellion.

The argument remains that by studying the 613 Laws of Moses, which encapsulate the 10 Commandments that encapsulate the two greatest commandments, we can indeed, on a spiritual level, under the guidance of the Spirit, remain true to the Laws of God!
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Law before the Law
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WITHOUT A DOUBT, GENTILE Christians under the New Covenant are not bound by the 613 Laws of Moses. We can all agree upon this truth. Yet, at the same time, we must also be careful that, because we are not under such laws, we are under no law whatsoever.  Then, we become a wall within ourselves.

Paul warned of an attitude of thinking that we can do anything that we please. He wrote in “1 Corinthians 10: 23 All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful; all things are lawful for me, but not all things edify. 24 Let no one seek his own, but each one the other’s well-being” and also “1 Corinthians 6: 12 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.”

Before Moses, there was God. Before Israel, there was God’s Kingdom. Does Israel define God’s Kingdom? Is God’s Kingdom without any laws or commandments? Of course not. The 613 Laws pertain only to Israel. But before Israel and beyond Israel, God’s laws from the beginning of time stand eternal and for all mankind. And such laws are encapsulated by the Ten Commandments. In God’s Kingdom, there is still the truth of what is right and wrong. There are still eternal commandments of Kingdom values and morality that will never fade, be abolished, or be supplanted by any other truth.

Oh yes, we are no longer under the 613 Laws of Moses, but we are still under the Law of God that has all been fulfilled (note, not abolished) in Jesus. If we follow Jesus, we then follow the eternal laws of God, and such eternal laws determine right and wrong and our moral conduct.

So while we are not under the Laws of Moses that only pertain to Israel, we are still under God’s eternal laws as settled in the Kingdom, for God is still a God of Law and Order.

Did sin exist before the law was given through Moses? Of course. Since sin implies the existence of a law, does the existence of sin before Moses imply there was a law before Moses? Romans 5:13 says, “For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law.” In verses 12-14, Paul is discussing the time period between Adam and Moses. Sin entered the world through one man — Adam. The penalty of sin is death, and Paul tells us that death entered humanity through Adam. All humans, except for Jesus Christ, have sinned (Romans 3:23), and death, therefore, has power over everyone.

In verse 13, Paul uses the word law in two different senses. One law was given through Moses, but before that law code was given, a more fundamental law existed.

Between the time of Adam and Moses, everyone sinned. They were ignoring God, going their own ways, doing things God did not want them to do. God’s law existed, even though it had not been written down, and everyone was transgressing it. Therefore, death ruled over them all, even if they did not break a specific command in the way that Adam did.

Genesis 2:16-17: And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you[a] shall surely die.

This was a commandment! So is “Genesis 1: 26Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over [a]all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29And God said, “See, I have given you every herb that yields seed which is on the face of all the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food. 30Also, to every beast of the earth, to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, in which there is life, I have given every green herb for food”; and it was so.

As Creator, God had the right to tell Adam and Eve what to do. He also had the wisdom to know what they needed. Adam and Eve should have obeyed, but they acted selfishly, and they sinned. They wanted wisdom, but they tried to take it for themselves instead of receiving it legitimately. The result was death for them and all their descendants. All human beings have a selfishness that predisposes them to sin. Everyone sins, and everyone needs the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, as Paul explains in Romans 5.

Cain killed his brother. He had a built-in sense of right and wrong. He knew that his attitude toward his brother was wrong. God told Cain to resist the sinful nature, but instead Cain allowed it to rule over him, and he murdered his brother. This was a sin, even though no written law said it was.

All normal humans have a conscience, a natural inbuilt sense of right and wrong. This is what Paul refers to in Romans 2:14-15. By nature, God has written a moral sense, a law, into human hearts. Their understanding of right and wrong is not perfect, but every sane person has at least a basic concept of right and wrong, of love and selfishness. Although everyone falls short, some people have better behavior as compared to others. By nature, they do things that are required in God’s law — not the rituals of Moses, but the more general requirements of the law that existed before Moses.

Although many people try to do what they think to be right, none is perfect. Many others choose to live selfishly, violating the standards of their societies. The biblical story tells us that people became more and more violent, and God destroyed them with a flood (Genesis 6:11-13). After the flood, he gave an additional warning about murder (Genesis 9:5-6). He also established a covenant or agreement with Noah, promising that he would not destroy the earth with a flood (verses 8-11).

You can say before before the Law of Moses (Torah), divine law was understood through natural law (conscience) and specific divine instructions given through covenants with figures like Adam, Noah (the Seven Noahide Laws), and Abraham, which established moral principles and rituals, such as prohibitions against murder, adultery, and requirements for justice, demonstrating that God's fundamental expectations for humanity existed before Sinai, though codified later. 

Natural Law is the innate moral sense, described in the Bible (Romans 2:14-15), that allows humans to discern right from wrong, a "law written on the heart".

Genesis 26: 4 And I will make your descendants multiply as the stars of heaven; I will give to your descendants all these lands; and in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed; 5 because Abraham obeyed My voice and kept My
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