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INTRODUCTION

Are we ready to rock with the force of fifteen thousand tons of TNT? Of course we are! It’s fucking AC/DC. What else are we gonna do? Knit?

Formed in Sydney, Australia, in 1973 by guitarist brothers Malcolm and Angus Young (and accompanied a few years later by their first proper line-up comprised of singer Bon Scott, drummer Phil Rudd and bassist Cliff Williams), AC/DC established themselves as a freak force of nature as quickly as fans could flip an alternating current light switch. By the time the band reached their early twenties they had already become one of Australia’s better exports, with 1978s Powerage and Highway to Hell. Then, in 1980, tragedy struck. Singer Bon’s booze-soaked body was found dead in a car. A month or so later, the Youngs called Newcastle singer and proper Geordie, Brian Johnson, highly praised by his predecessor. The album that followed, Back in Black, was not only a tribute to Bon but would also go on to become the best-selling rock album of all time – 50 million copies! The band have been beating Satan’s eardrums to hell and back ever since.

Fifty years on, AC/DC still have plenty of balls left to squeeze with their supercharged, power-chord hungry distortion and scream-a-long melodies. In that time very little has changed, and yet everything has. This tiny tome has captured all that thunder and lightning and bottled it all up for your reading pleasure.

This Little Guide to AC/DC – a hardback in black, if you will – is all the band’s greatest interview hits, a compilation of the band’s best bits in quick-fix shots, amped up to 11 with high-voltage quotes and killer quips, all in their own words. Yes, this compact compendium is so engorged with wit, wisdom and thunderstruck wonder that it will keep the band’s fans as hard as a rock all night long.

For those about to read, we salute you…
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LET THERE BE AC/DC

Employing the cheeky chappie charm of the band themselves, this opening riff is as big and joyful as a whole lotta Rosie, delving deep into the hot and wet recesses of the band’s earliest days, digging up long-buried words, wit and wisdom in spades.

Let’s go back to 1973 – fifty years ago! – and meet the band that electrified rock and roll.*

* Warning: May contain nuts.
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For me, the blues has always been the foundation to build on. Anyone can play a blues tune, but you have to be able to play it well to make it come alive. And the secret to that is the intensity and feeling you put into it.
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Angus, on the blues as inspiration and influence, interview with Vic Garbarini, Classic Rock, Autumn 1992



[image: Illustration]

There wasn’t a lot to do in Australia unless you liked sports, like cricket and rugby. So me and Angus just spent a lot of time playing guitar.
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Malcolm, on his family’s emigration from Scotland to Australia, interview with Greg Kot, Coda Collection, 2003
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Are you daft? Australia is a shite hole. What do you expect from a country built by criminals. Of course you know back in the day Australia was a penal colony.
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Bon, in his last ever interview, on Australia, interview with Claude Balzac, Madhouse, February 15, 1980
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When our first album came out, Rolling Stone’s review called us ‘One of the worst bands in the world’. I was like, ‘Well, I guess we’ve got room for improvement.’
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Angus, on Rolling Stone’s review for their debut album Powerage, interview with Devon Ivie, Vulture Magazine, December 11, 2020
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When Malcolm said, ‘Come and play in my band,’ my father said, ‘You two together won’t last a week.’ We always fought like cats and dogs.
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Angus, on Malcolm inviting him to join his band, interview with Darryl Sterdan, Tinnitest, 2012




December 31, 1973

AC/DC’s first-ever gig took place on this day in history at a small club called Chequers in Sydney, Australia. The band’s line-up at that time consisted of Angus on lead guitar, Malcolm on rhythm, Dave Evans as the lead vocalist, Larry Van Kriedt on bass guitar and Colin Burgess on drums.
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I won’t sit there and spend 12 hours on a guitar solo. I couldn’t. That’s pointless. I like to go in and just go, bang away at it.
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Angus, on playing solos, interview with Jas Obrecht, Guitar Player, February 1984
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AC/DC was never about a message or a statement. Our only message was we want more people tuning in to rock music.
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Angus, on the band’s manifesto, interview with Kory Grow, Rolling Stone, January 12, 2021
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Malcolm always used to say, ‘Look, we get them in the early years before they go to college and head off to Pink Floyd. We get them young.’
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Angus, on getting fans early before they mature, interview with Kory Grow, Rolling Stone, January 12, 2021
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They all think I’m fucking nuts anyway, so I may as well act nuts…
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Angus, on wearing a schoolboy uniform on stage, interview with Gary Graff, Rolling Stone, 2003
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In Australia, you felt cut off from the rest of the world in the early ‘60s. You got the hits from America two months later. It took about six months for Beatlemania to catch on in Australia.
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Malcolm, on living in Australia, interview with Greg Kot, Coda Collection, 2003
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I saw the band way back in Australia, I knew their manager. I’d never seen the band before and never even heard of AC/DC. And the manager just said, ‘Stand here, the band comes on in two minutes.’ So I stood there and this band comes on and there’s this little guy with a school uniform and a bag on his back going crazy. I laughed. I must have laughed for half an hour. And I still laugh, but I think he’s great.
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Bon, about Angus and seeing AC/DC perform for the first time, Reims concert, December 7, 1979
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Five bums trying to get out of the gutter.
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Malcolm, describing AC/DC, interview with Sylvie Simmons, MOJO, December 2004
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We’ve got so many ideas for songs and good riffs, and the more we work, the more we tour, we’re getting more ideas, just more. It’s just gonna get better and better. I can’t see an end to it. It’s like infinity rock and roll.
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Bon, on life as a rock star, World interview at Symphony Hall, Atlanta, August 1978




“For me, playing live is just one of the greatest feelings in the world. When you get out there and the crowd start roaring this magnificent, deafening roar, you suddenly realize you better turn up for work today, son!”

Brian Johnson

In a career spanning five decades, as of August 2023, AC/DC have performed more than 2,200 concerts all over the world.

That’s more than 50 a year.
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Malcolm? He’s the brain of the band.
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Bon, about Malcolm, Reims concert, December 7, 1979
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I remember one gig, it was in a mining town, a rough place, police standing around outside. The promoter told us there was a maniac loose in the audience with a meat cleaver. We were told to distract him by playing so the police could come in and nab him. I said to Malcolm, ‘I don’t think I’d better go out there with the school suit on.’ He said, ‘You’ll be fine,’ and I felt a sharp shove in the bum and I was right out on-stage.
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Angus, on the band’s earliest gig venues, interview with Sylvie Simmons, MOJO, December 2004
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Within three weeks of Bon being in the band we had written all this new material and we were ready to record the first album.
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Malcolm, on Bon’s joining the band, interview with Sylvie Simmons, MOJO, December 2004
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I’ve heard of guys getting so strung out on the road they go back home and decorate their house like a Holiday Inn.
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Angus, on living a life on the road, interview with Vic Garbarini, Classic Rock, Autumn 1992
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When I was putting together a band, we were going to get a keyboard player, but I got Angus instead.
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Malcolm, on inviting Angus into early AC/DC, interview with Greg Kot, Coda Collection, 2003
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One night our singer wouldn’t go on – and Bon volunteered. We knew he had a good voice. He downed two bottles of bourbon with some coke and speed and says, ‘Right, I’m ready.’ Next thing we know he was running around with his wife’s knickers on and yelling at the audience.
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Angus, on Bon’s first gig with AC/DC, interview with Sylvie Simmons, MOJO, December 2004
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Of course, our manager didn’t like Bon: ‘We can’t have this guy: chicks don’t dig him, he’s old and he’s got a shark’s tooth hanging off his ear!’
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Malcolm, on Bon joining the band, interview with Sylvie Simmons, MOJO, December 2004
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Angus had his own band, a little rock outfit, but they just packed it in. He told me they were finished, and I said, ‘Come down tomorrow and have a bash with my band.’ We were going to play rock ‘n’ roll, it was simple as that.
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Malcolm, on inviting Angus into early AC/DC, interview with Greg Kot, Coda Collection, 2003
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Up to that point Angus would just stand there and play like the rest of us, but as soon as he put on that school uniform, he became a monster. Of course, they jeered and whistled when he walked on – these places you’re playing to men’s men – but as soon as he struck up, the looks on their faces changed.
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Malcolm, on Angus’s earliest live performances, interview with Sylvie Simmons, MOJO, December 2004
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Angus was always the showman of the two of us when we were kids.
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Malcolm, on Angus, interview with Sylvie Simmons, MOJO, December 2004




AC/DC took their name from alternating current (AC) and direct current (DC); it was recommended by Angus and Malcolm’s sister, Margaret, who first spotted ‘AC/DC’ on the back of the family’s Hoover.

“AC/DC stands for power,” Angus said. “We felt that this music was coming from the people, not from the gods on high. And it felt grounded, you know? It was very real to us.”

Malcolm agreed: “We wanted a name that would stand out and also have a bit of a punch to it. And we knew if we put it in capitals, it looked good.”
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When Angus came into the band, he hadn’t come into his stage act yet. George and my sister helped him with that. They said, ‘You gotta have a gimmick, Angus.’ They thought a good act always had something people could relate to. My sister said, ‘Why don’t you get your school uniform with the shorts?’ She knocked that up for him and this little guy became larger than life.
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Malcolm, on Angus’s stage craft and uniform, interview with
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