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Forword Introduction

	— St. Kinga’s Chapel, Wieliczka Salt Mine — Wieliczka, Poland

	— Seebühne (The Floating Stage), Bregenz Festival — Bregenz, Austria

	— The Ice Music Festival, Geilo – Norway

	— The Red Rocks Amphitheatre – Morrison, Colorado, USA

	— The Cave of Strings (Grotta del Suono) – Matera, Italy

	— Subsix Underwater Club – Dhaalu Atoll, Maldives

	— The Singing Dunes Stage – Altyn-Emel National Park, Kazakhstan

	— The Floating Bamboo Stage – Hpa-An, Myanmar (Burma)

	— The Monastery in the Sky – Thiksey, Ladakh, India

	— The Hidden Subway Sessions – Stockholm, Sweden

	— The Forest Stage of Kamigamo – Kyoto, Japan

	— The Volcano Echo Stage – Mount Batur, Bali, Indonesia

	— The Jungle Temple Rave – Ta Prohm, Cambodia

	— The Desert Wind Stage – Petra, Jordan

	— The Bridge of Echoes – Jerusalem, Israel / Palestine

	— The Caravan Stage – Muscat, Oman

	— The Cave of Resonance – Cappadocia, Türkiye

	— The River Peace Pavilion – Kyiv, Ukraine

	— The Forest of White Nights – Moscow, Russia

	— The Bamboo Sky Tower (Rooftop Stages of Taipei) — Taipei, Taiwan


21— The Shanghai Shipyard Warehouse Concerts — Huangpu / Pudong Riverfront, Shanghai, China

	— 1933 Old Millfun (The Slaughterhouse That Learned to Dance) — Hongkou District, Shanghai

	— Power Station of Art (PSA) — Huangpu / West Bund, Shanghai

	— The Hong Kong Junk Boat Sessions – Victoria Harbour, Hong Kong

	— The Lantern Cave Concerts – Hạ Long Bay, Vietnam

	— Angkor Wat Sunrise Soundbath – Siem Reap, Cambodia

	— The Floating Lotus Stage – Bangkok, Thailand

	— Ubud Jungle Amphitheatre – Bali, Indonesia

	— The Rooftop Opera – Nairobi, Kenya

	— The Stone Circle Nights – Lalibela, Ethiopia

	— The Desert Stage – Wadi Rum, Jordan

	— The Nile Moon Jam – Luxor, Egypt

	— The Atlas Echo Dome – Marrakech, Morocco

	— The Rooftop Guitar Nights – Barcelona, Spain

	— The Lisbon Tram Jam – Lisbon, Portugal, Spain

	— The Amalfi Cliff Echo Stage – Amalfi Coast, Italy

	— The Venice Gondola Serenades – Venice, Italy

	— The Underground Violin Tunnel – Prague, Czech Republic

	— The Berlin Bunker Beats – Berlin, Germany

	— The Secret Forest Symphony – Black Forest, Germany 40 — The Street Piano Café – Paris, France



	— The London Light Tunnel Sessions – King’s Cross, London

	— The Iceland Lava Chamber – Þríhnúkagígur Volcano, Iceland

	— The Arctic Cathedral Soundwaves – Tromsø, Norway

	— The Ice Hotel Jam – Jukkasjärvi, Sweden

	— The Helsinki Harbour Sauna Sessions – Helsinki, Finland

	— The Floating Fjord Stage – Bergen, Norway

	— The Sami Drum Gathering – Karasjok, Norway

	— The Reykjavik Lava Lounge – Reykjavik, Iceland

	— The Aurora Dome Concerts – Rovaniemi, Finland

	— The Oslo Opera on the Roof – Oslo, Norway

	— The Viking Ship Hall Concerts – Roskilde, Denmark

	— The Midnight Lighthouse Jazz – Gotland, Sweden

	— The Ghost Town Blues Jam – Jerome, Arizona, USA

	— The Desert Dune Stage – Joshua Tree, California, USA

	— The Underwater Lounge – Key Largo, Florida, USA

	— The Appalachian Barn Boogie – Asheville, North Carolina, USA

	— The Abandoned Subway Symphony – New York City, USA

	— The Canyon Echo Chamber – Antelope Canyon, Arizona, USA

	— The Floating Jazz Stage – New Orleans, Louisiana, USA

	— The Redwood Cathedral – Northern California, USA

	— The Glacial Sound Dome – Alaska, USA

	— The Lost Temple Stage of Tikal – Guatemala



	— The Sacred Valley Resonance Stage – Peru

	— The Floating Stage of the Amazon – Brazil

	— The Montserrat Volcano Amphitheatre – Caribbean

	— The Wind Stage of Salar de Uyuni – Bolivia

	— The Desert Wind Stage – Wadi Rum, Jordan

	— The Bridge of Echoes – Jerusalem

	— The Rose Dunes Festival – Al Ula, Saudi Arabia

	— The Cave of Resonance – Cappadocia, Türkiye

	— The Oasis of Light – Abu Dhabi, UAE

	— The Ancestral Grove – Cape Coast, Ghana

	— The Night of 1,000 Rhythms – Marrakech, Morocco

	— The Nile Harmony Stage – Aswan, Egypt

	— The Addis Groove Garden – Ethiopia

	— The Savannah Star Stage – Nairobi, Kenya

	— The Celtic Whisper Circle – County Kerry, Ireland

	— The Berlin Echo Vault – Germany

	— The Mountain Stage Above the Clouds – Switzerland

	— The Venetian Water Stage – Venice, Italy

	— The Cathedral of Pines – Quebec, Canada

	— The Canyon Choir Stage – Sedona, Arizona, USA

	— The Cloud Stage at Telluride – Colorado, USA

	— The Rainforest Canopy Stage – Amazon River Basin, Brazil



	— The Street of Eternal Tango – Buenos Aires, Argentina

	— The Andes Sky Flute Gathering – Lake Titicaca, Peru/Bolivia

	— The Samba School Drum Cathedral – Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

	— The Cathedral of Waterfalls – Chapada Diamantina, Brazil

	— The Lagoon Moonlight Stage – Bora Bora, French Polynesia

	— The Crater Choir of Haleakalā – Maui, Hawai‘i

	— The Kava Circle Sound Ceremony – Vavaʻu, Tonga

	— The Driftwood Drum Beach – Upolu, Samoa

	— The Star Navigator’s Cliff Stage – Rapa Nui (Easter Island)

	— The Coral Cathedral Cave – Vanua Levu, Fiji

	— The Whale Resonance Dome – Hervey Bay, Australia

	— The Red Earth Sound Circle – Uluru, Australia

	— The Whispering Canopy Stage – Daintree Rainforest, Australia

	— The Quartz Dome Resonance Hall – Patagonia, Chile

	— The Firefly Amphitheater – Luang Prabang, Laos

	— The Celestial Horizon Observatory Stage – Atacama Desert, Chile Bonus Venue
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- A Note from Oliver Ohene-Dokyi



––––––––
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When I picked up my guitar last week and stepped on stage, it wasn’t merely another performance — it was a quiet offering of sound, intention, and possibility. I sang, I played, and every note carried a wish: that the world might stop for a moment, open its heart, and begin to remember that music is a bridge — from one soul to another, from one planet to the next.

Because you see, I’m not just a singer-songwriter. My music, my paintings and my words are dedicated to something bigger. I believe that first we honour peace on Earth — for every person, every culture, every voice — and from that foundation we can expand into the larger chorus of the cosmos. In short: we become humanity’s ambassadors to the intergalactic family we’ve long imagined.

So yes — when I performed at the Hard Rock Cafe in Cologne, strummed- through at STRAMU Würzburg’s street-music festival, and shared sound- waves in Hamburg’s live-venues — I did so knowing that each venue, each audience, every small and humble gig — is part of that larger journey. One stage at a time. One listener at a time. One world joining the next.

This book — “101 Live Music Venues You’ll Swear Don’t Exist (But Do)”

— is a map of the places where sound gets real, where architecture, atmosphere and intention converge in surprising ways. Like you, I want to travel, to discover, to perform, to connect. I also want you to feel invited: to explore these venues, to imagine yourself there, and maybe even to play in one yourself.

If you enjoy the stories you’ll find in the pages ahead — the awe, the delight, the “how-did-they-even-build-that?” moments — I would love to share more of my own sonic journeys with you. You can explore my albums, paintings and upcoming gigs via my Bandcamp page and at my

music hub (link below). Your listening becomes part of our shared experience: planet Earth, but playing louder, clearer, together.

Thank you for joining me on this world-tour of impossible stages. May your curiosity stay wide, your heart stay open, and your ears stay hungry.

— Oliver Ohene-Dokyi @oodmusic

music-hub.bio/ood

​​

Welcome aboard — your ticket to the strangest, wildest, most inspiring concert tour on Earth.

No queues. No jet lag. No overpriced beer. Just pure discovery.

In these pages, you’ll visit 101 live music venues so unbelievable they sound made up — places where sound bends, walls shimmer, and creativity has clearly lost its mind (in the best way possible). Maybe I will play on of these Stages one day...

Imagine this:

You start your journey 100 meters underground, in a salt mine chapel that glows like a chandelier factory. The choir begins, the notes echo through mineral walls, and you realize you’re not just at a concert — you’re inside a hymn carved from rock.

Next stop: the shores of Lake Constance in Austria, where an opera floats serenely on water and sunsets turn entire arias gold. Then we hop to a stage made of ice in Finland, a bar that used to be a morgue in Denmark, and a rainforest amphitheatre in Brazil where the audience includes parrots and a few very judgmental monkeys.

Every stop on this world tour is real. Verified. Totally absurd — and utterly human.

See, music isn’t picky about where it lives. It just needs a place to vibrate.

And when people love music enough, they’ll build stages anywhere: in caves, treehouses, rooftops, deserts, even inside an airplane hangar that now doubles as a rave cathedral.

You’ll meet venues that defy gravity, reason, and occasionally fire regulations.

You’ll also find the stories behind them — the engineers who said, “Why not?”, the musicians who said, “Let’s try,” and the audiences who left

saying, “That was insane... when can we go again?”

Each chapter includes practical tips — where it is, how to get there, what to wear, and the link to prove it actually exists — plus a few wisecracks from your virtual tour guides (that’s me, Oliver, with a little help from ChatGPT).

This isn’t just a travel book.

It’s a celebration of human imagination — and proof that wherever there’s rhythm, we’ll build a stage to hold it.

So fasten your seatbelt, adjust your headphones, and set your curiosity to “loud.”

We’re about to cross continents, dive under mountains, float on lakes, and maybe even dance in zero gravity.

Ready to begin?

The lights are dimming. The crowd is buzzing.

And somewhere, deep underground in Poland, a violin just struck its first note.

Welcome to the world tour of impossible music venues — 101 stages that will make you fall in love with live music all over again.

​​1 ̶ St. Kingaʼs Chapel, Wieliczka Salt Mine

̶ Wieliczka, Poland￼

[image: ]
––––––––
[image: ]


Image Source: https://api.kopalnia.pl/storage/2024/34/kopalnia-soli- wieliczka-katalog-imprezy-2024-2.pdf

Why it’s bonkers: Imagine stepping 100 metres underground, into a cathedral carved entirely from salt — chandeliers, altarpieces, even a carved organ — and then realizing an orchestra or choir can perform there. The acoustics are weirdly solemn, the air smells faintly mineral, and the whole place looks like a gothic set designer’s fever dream made of table salt.

Welcome to St. Kinga’s Chapel in the Wieliczka Salt Mine: UNESCO- listed, centuries old, and one of the planet’s most improbable concert halls.

What happens there: The chamber hosts classical recitals, choral concerts, New Year’s Eve galas and occasionally more modern acoustic performances

—  all lit by salt-crystal chandeliers and carved reliefs. Yes, you can attend a concert where the pews are salt-carved sculpture and the “dressing rooms” are tunnels. The mine also stages seasonal events and ticketed concerts — perfect for a surreal date night or a “tell your friends” travel story.

Practical quick facts (so you don’t show up in flip-flops):


•  Where: Daniłowicza 10, 32-020 Wieliczka, near Kraków, Poland. (The mine is easily reached on day trips from Kraków.)

•  Chamber depth: ~100–135 metres below ground for the main chambers used for events (St. Kinga’s Chapel approx. 101 m below ground).




•  Capacity: St. Kinga’s Chapel and larger chambers host up to several hundred guests (the site lists e.g. up to ~400 guests in some halls), though capacities vary with the event. Book early for ticketed concerts.




•  Tickets & tours: Concert tickets are usually separate from general tour tickets — book through the official mine events page or trusted ticket platforms (local tourist operators often bundle guided visits with special event tickets). If in Kraków, many tour operators list skip-the-line packages.




•  Dress & comfort: Bring a warm layer — underground temp hovers around ~17–18°C (63–64°F). Wear comfortable shoes

—  lots of stairs and uneven surfaces. Earplugs: not necessary — the chamber’s acoustics are naturally reverberant, not deafening.


Insider anecdote (for the book’s voice):

There’s a running joke among locals that the salt mine is the only venue where the audience could, in theory, lick the décor between encores. (Please don’t lick the décor.) Musicians often report a cathedral-like reverb that turns a single violin into something ecclesiastical and haunting — a perfect place to play something that makes you feel like a pilgrimage is in order.

Concerts here feel less like “going out” and more like “being taken to a secret ritual by people who know excellent taste and good coats.”

Link (official / best first stop):

Wieliczka Salt Mine — Events & Concerts / St. Kinga’s Chapel: https://www.wieliczka-saltmine.com/events
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	​​̶ The Lantern Cave Concerts – Hạ Long Bay, Vietnam￼
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	​​̶ The Lisbon Tram Jam – Lisbon,
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	​​̶ The Amalfi Cliff Echo Stage – Amalfi
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