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Prologue
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Have you ever wondered what it’s like to grow up as a movie star, travel the world, and inspire millions of people—all before turning 30? Meet Emma Watson, the girl who brought Hermione Granger to life on the big screen and then became so much more than just a famous actress.

This book is your guide to Emma’s magical journey—from her childhood days to casting spells in Harry Potter, and later becoming a real-life champion for girls’ rights and equality. Along the way, you’ll discover fun facts, surprising stories, and the powerful lessons she teaches about courage, kindness, and staying true to yourself.

Get ready to step into Emma’s world and see how one young girl’s dream turned into a life filled with movies, books, speeches, and adventures that changed the world!
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Chapter 1: Growing Up in Paris and Oxford
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Emma Watson’s childhood was filled with imagination, curiosity, and learning in two very different but exciting places—Paris, the beautiful capital city of France, and Oxford, a famous and historic town in England. Emma was born on April 15, 1990, in Paris, where she spent the early years of her life. Paris is known for its romantic streets, delicious food, and artistic energy. While most kids her age were just beginning to walk and talk, Emma was already soaking in the French language and culture all around her. She learned to speak some French, and she even had a slight French accent when she was little! Her parents, both British lawyers, made sure she had a comfortable and cozy childhood filled with books, playtime, and family outings to Parisian parks and museums.

Emma’s time in Paris wasn’t just about eating croissants or looking at the Eiffel Tower—though she did enjoy those things too! She lived in a peaceful part of the city, where she played in local gardens and visited places full of music and art. Paris gave her a magical sense of creativity and wonder. She once mentioned that the city felt like a fairy tale when she was little. It’s where her love for storytelling may have started to grow, long before she ever heard of Harry Potter.

When she was around five years old, her life took a big turn. Her parents divorced, and Emma moved back to England with her mother and younger brother, Alex. They settled in Oxford, one of the most famous university towns in the world. At first, leaving Paris behind must have felt strange and maybe even a bit sad. But Oxford soon became Emma’s new adventure. Oxford is filled with old stone buildings, huge libraries, and quiet gardens that seem perfect for dreaming and reading. In many ways, it’s a place that feels almost magical, like it belongs in a storybook.

Emma attended the Dragon School in Oxford, which is a well-known school that encourages creativity, learning, and self-expression. There, she began acting in school plays and reciting poetry in competitions. Even as a little girl, she had a talent for standing on stage and grabbing everyone’s attention with her voice and emotions. Her teachers noticed how serious and determined she was, even when she was just a child. She loved practicing her lines and performing with her classmates. This was where her dream of becoming an actress began to grow stronger.

Oxford also gave Emma a strong foundation in learning. She was always a good student who loved reading, writing, and exploring new ideas. She worked hard in school and never gave up, even when things were challenging. Her love of books was one of the things that helped her connect with the character of Hermione Granger later on. Just like Hermione, Emma was smart, thoughtful, and always eager to do her best.

Growing up in both Paris and Oxford gave Emma two very different experiences. Paris gave her a colorful and artistic beginning, while Oxford gave her a deep love for knowledge and performance. These places helped shape who she would become—both an actress and someone who cared deeply about education and making the world a better place. Living in two different countries at a young age helped her understand that the world is full of people who speak different languages and have different ways of life, but also have so much in common.

Even though she was just a kid, Emma already showed signs of being confident, kind, and brave. Whether she was walking along the Seine River in Paris or studying in the quiet classrooms of Oxford, she carried with her a spark that would one day shine on movie screens all over the world. Her childhood wasn’t always perfect—moving homes, adjusting to changes, and learning to balance different parts of her life weren’t easy. But Emma stayed strong and curious. She listened, she learned, and she kept dreaming.

When she later looked back on her early years, Emma often talked about how lucky she was to have had such a rich and varied childhood. The beauty of Paris and the history of Oxford gave her a love for art, language, and learning. These are the same things she later stood up for as an activist—education, fairness, and the importance of understanding others. So even though she wasn’t a famous star yet, her childhood was already preparing her to do great things, both on and off the screen.
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Chapter 2: Auditioning for a World of Magic
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When Emma Watson was just nine years old, something incredible happened that would change her life forever—she was given the chance to audition for a movie that would become one of the most magical film series in history: Harry Potter. But at that time, she didn’t know how big it was going to be. She was just a regular schoolgirl, going to class, reading books, hanging out with her little brother Alex, and acting in small school plays. Acting was something she loved to do, but she had never been in a movie before. In fact, she had never even auditioned for a professional role! Still, when her school drama teacher told her about a casting call for Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, Emma felt curious and excited. She had no idea that she was about to take her very first step into a world filled with spells, wands, flying broomsticks, and adventures that millions of kids around the world would soon fall in love with.

Emma had already read the Harry Potter books by J.K. Rowling and absolutely loved them. Her favorite character? Hermione Granger, of course! She felt a deep connection with Hermione. Just like Hermione, Emma was a girl who loved books, was always top of her class, and believed in standing up for what was right. She admired Hermione’s intelligence, bravery, and fierce loyalty to her friends. So, when she heard that a movie was being made and that they were looking for a real British girl to play Hermione, Emma’s heart jumped with excitement. She thought, “That could be me!”

The process of auditioning wasn’t simple. At first, Emma sent in a photograph and some basic information. The casting team received thousands of entries from girls all over the United Kingdom, all hoping to play Hermione. At first, Emma didn’t think much would come of it. She had never acted in a film, and she wasn’t from a big acting family. But something about her photo and personality stood out, and she got called in for a real audition. That’s when things started to feel real.

Emma’s first audition was a bit nerve-wracking. She had to meet with casting directors, read scenes from the book, and try her best to become Hermione in front of strangers. Imagine being a nine-year-old and having to act out lines from a famous book while a group of adults watched closely. Emma, however, took it seriously. She prepared and practiced over and over. She studied the way Hermione would speak, how she would stand, and how she would express emotions. She gave it everything she had.

After the first audition, there were more to come. Emma ended up auditioning eight times in total! She had to go through many rounds, meeting new people each time, and doing more and more acting tests. She even did screen tests with boys who were auditioning for the roles of Harry Potter and Ron Weasley. One of the most important tests was to see how well the three of them worked together. Daniel Radcliffe and Rupert Grint were chosen to play Harry and Ron, and when they read scenes with Emma, there was a spark. The filmmakers could see the magic already forming between them.

Emma didn’t know she had been chosen until the very last moment. She had gone through all those auditions and worked so hard, but no one told her for a while. Then, one day, the phone rang. Her father answered it, and the news was huge—Emma had been picked to play Hermione Granger in the movie! She was so excited she screamed with joy. Her dream had come true! It was like being handed a ticket to a whole new life filled with imagination, hard work, and adventure. She was going to be in a real movie, one that people all over the world would watch.

Getting the part wasn’t just about acting talent. It was also about her energy, her intelligence, and the way she truly was Hermione in real life. The people making the movie saw that Emma was a perfect fit—not only because she could memorize lines and perform them well, but because she understood Hermione’s heart. Emma didn’t try to copy Hermione from the book—she became her. She was smart, brave, passionate, and always ready to speak up for what was right, just like her
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