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Plot



Genre: Historical Mystery, Crime Fiction, Adventure

Subgenres: Detective Thriller, Historical Suspense, Espionage, Action and Adventure

Setting: Livorno, Tuscany, Italy, with events extending to the surrounding countryside and connections to Rome and Prato.

Period: Early 20th century (exact year unspecified).

In the bustling port city of Livorno, where respectable society coexists with a dangerous underworld of thieves, fugitives, and ruthless criminals, a courageous young investigator undertakes a mission that will test her intelligence, resourcefulness, and determination.

Eleonora Danieli, the brilliant and captivating lover and trusted collaborator of the celebrated writer and government investigator Gabriele DAnnunzio, has been assigned a particularly delicate task: tracking down Gianfranco Stettino, a dangerous murderer who has escaped from custody and disappeared without a trace.

Assuming the false identity of Aurora Imbesi, an impoverished young woman with a questionable past, Eleonora takes lodgings in a modest guesthouse on Via Grande. There, she deliberately cultivates a friendship with the beautiful and enigmatic Daniela Damiani, a skilled thief known in criminal circles as the Black Mamba because of her extraordinary cunning and merciless temperament.

Daniela is no ordinary criminal. Behind her attractive appearance and seemingly affectionate nature lies a fierce, unpredictable personality, capable of tenderness and terrifying violence. More importantly, she has connections to the fugitive Eleonora is determined to find.

What begins as a carefully calculated deception soon develops into a perilous psychological contest. To earn Daniela's confidence, Eleonora must convincingly impersonate a dishonest young woman, navigate dangerous situations, and demonstrate abilities that make her appear perfectly suited to the criminal world.

A daring episode involving stolen merchandise in a fashionable department store becomes the first of several extraordinary adventures. As Eleonora follows a trail of suspicious transactions and clandestine meetings, she discovers indications of a larger criminal organization operating behind apparently innocent businesses.

But every step toward the truth increases the danger. Her supposed friendship with Daniela becomes increasingly unstable, while hidden identities, unexpected encounters, and disturbing revelations threaten to destroy her carefully constructed disguise.

Meanwhile, Gabriele DAnnunzio and his loyal assistants, Gaetano Orsi and Riccardo, pursue their own investigations, determined to dismantle the criminal network and capture the elusive murderer.

From shadowy streets and secret hideouts to violent confrontations and breathtaking automobile pursuits through the Tuscan countryside, the investigation unfolds as a relentless struggle between deception and intelligence, courage and brutality.

Combining ingenious disguises, dangerous undercover operations, dramatic action, and surprising twists, Black Mamba delivers a thrilling historical detective adventure featuring a resourceful female protagonist who refuses to surrender to fear, even when confronting enemies as clever and ruthless as herself.




Review
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Imagine being transported to a vivid and contrasting Livorno, where the charm of Italian streets intertwines with mystery and danger. The prose masterfully paints an atmosphere thick with tension, thanks to a narration that enchants and captivates. Eleonora Danieli emerges as an extraordinarily modern protagonist, able to alternate cunning with sensitivity in an era that rarely offered women such active and complex roles. Every plot twist is carefully crafted to seize the reader, while the lively dialogues and detailed descriptions make every emotion palpable. The blend of suspense, adventure, and narrative intelligence turns this story into an irresistible fresco of the struggle between good and evil.
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Characters



1. Eleonora Danieli (aka Aurora Imbesi) 

- Gabriele D'Annunzio's lover and investigator. 

- Brave, cunning, with a strong moral sense. 

- Expert in disguises and strategy. 

- Use your wits and charm to manipulate and deceive criminals.

2. Gabriele D'Annunzio 

- Writer and investigator in the service of the Italian government. 

- Charismatic and determined figure. 

- Guide your employees with firmness and inspiration. 

3. Daniela Damiani 

- Gianfranco Stettino's girlfriend. 

- Expert thief, nicknamed "Black Mamba" for her ruthlessness. 

- Complex and contradictory, it alternates moments of affection with outbursts of ferocity. 

4. Gianfranco Stettin 

- Assassin and criminal leader. 

- Reckless and unscrupulous, but vulnerable when cornered. 

5. Gaetano 

- D'Annunzio's collaborator, he disguises himself to infiltrate the gang. 

- A skilled fighter, he supports Eleonora in critical moments. 

6. Bernardi 

- Fake shopkeeper and head of a den of receivers. 

- Cunning, but succumbs to the shame of his capture. 

7. Richard 

- D'Annunzio's young aide, less experienced but determined. 

- Actively collaborates in the investigation. 

8. Villani 

- Policeman on duty in warehouses. 

- Naïve, but honest and scrupulous. 




Places



1. Livorno 

- The center of the main action. A port city full of life, intrigue and danger.

2. Guesthouse of Via Grande 

- Eleonora's temporary shelter. 

- Theater of many interactions between her and Daniela. 

3. Giordani and Masini's warehouse 

- Scenario of a theft and a first confrontation with the police. 

4. Viale Ugo Foscolo 

- Near the Receivers' Lair. 

5. Criminals' Lair 

- Dark and mysterious lairs used by evildoers to trade stolen goods. 

6. Antignano 

- Village near Livorno, a place of surveillance and passage of cars. 

7. Back roads and Tuscan countryside 

- Breathtaking car chase locations. 

8. Police Section 

- Crucial point for the organization of operations against evildoers.
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1 - Eleonora's strange friend


Eleonora, the beautiful and incredibly intelligent lover of Gabriele DAnnunzio, was busy writing in one of those rooms furnished with a kind of vulgar elegance, typical of the Italian guesthouses where furnished rooms are also rented out.

The writer-investigator had sent her on a mission to Livorno and, at that moment, she was occupied with drafting a report to her lover.

She had already been living in that modest hotel on Via Grande for several days.

She had nearly finished her letter when a sharp knock was heard at the door. Before she even had time to respond, the door opened and a young woman of rare beauty appeared on the threshold.

— Aurora, I need to ask you something — she began.

Since Eleonora was in Livorno for professional reasons, she had, of course, not used her real name.

She had said her name was Aurora Imbesi, and all the letters addressed to her bore that name.

— Come in, Daniela, and tell me frankly whats troubling you — said Eleonora with a smile, looking at her friend.

The young woman closed the door, approached the table, and said:

— I need to find a way to fill my purse because Im completely broke.

— Great! One confession leads to another — replied Eleonora in good humor. — As for me, I cant even remember whether a lira is round or square.

— What! — exclaimed Daniela, stunned. — You dont mean to say youre broke too?

— Unfortunately, yes! — said Eleonora, sighing. — Ive reached my last penny.

Her friend — though their friendship had only begun a few days earlier and was forged at the hotel — seemed quite upset.

— What a mess! — she sighed. — To tell you the truth, I was hoping your pockets were well stocked, and I planned to milk them for all they were worth. Papa and I are totally penniless, in the strictest sense of the word.

— Im truly sorry — Eleonora replied earnestly. — If I knew any way at all to help you out of this mess, you can be sure Id do it gladly.

— I believe you, and thats why I came to you, Aurora!

— Who knows? Maybe I can help you after all. I was just about to write to my uncle and...

Daniela started laughing.

— Are we talking about that uncle who kindly keeps your diamond rings and gold watches for you because youve no place to store them yourself, and who, on top of all that effort, still manages to hand you a neat little sum? — she said. — Youve got the cutest little watch, and in my opinion, if you pawned it, you could get at least ten lire, if not more. If youre willing to part with it, Ill repay you in a few days so you can get it back.

— I dont doubt it — Eleonora replied, dodging the suggestion. — But I wouldnt want to pawn my watch. My letter is addressed to a real, living uncle.

— Ah! If thats the case... if you really think...

— That hell get me out of trouble? — completed Eleonora with a laugh. — Of course! What else are rich uncles for?

She handed her friend a letter and said:

— Read it, Daniela. Your arrival interrupted me just as I was finishing this letter.

— Do I really have to read it? — asked the girl, hesitantly taking the envelope.

— But of course! There are no secrets, and its not the first time Ive spoken of you to my uncle. You have every right, in a way, to know whats being said about you.

— All right then, lets read! But if youve said anything bad about me, Ill claw your eyes out! — the girl said jokingly.

Then she read:


Dear uncle,

Im having a lovely time here in Livorno and Im very happy to be here. At the guesthouse where Im staying, I met a girl about my age — maybe a little younger — named Daniela Damiani. We became good friends right away, and Im very fond of her. So far, weve always gone out together. But unfortunately, Ill now have to brush up on my domestic virtues. You know how the song goes:

Shut inside youll have to stay

When your cash has gone away!

Id be very grateful if you could send me, by express courier, a couple of those old twenty-lira notes. You have no idea how easily money melts away in Livorno. Daniela lives here at the guesthouse with her elderly and sick father. She takes care of him with touching devotion. Id like to
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