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Foreword by Professor Alan Morton Dershowitz1


In the Arab-Muslim tradition, it is customary to greet one’s interlocutor with the phrase Salām ‘alaykum—literally, “peace be upon you.” The conventional response is Wa-‘alaykum as-salām, “and upon you, peace.” This ritual exchange embodies a profound aspiration: that human interactions might be founded upon peace, mutual recognition, and shared dignity. It is a symbolic gesture—one that speaks not only to religious or cultural values, but to a universal longing for harmony among individuals and peoples. Yet the world as it is—complex, fractured, and often cruel—rarely aligns with such noble intentions. Far from being the norm, peace is more often the exception. Across history and into the present, we are confronted with a sobering reality: that conflict, rather than dialogue, remains a persistent feature of human affairs. Time and again, it has appeared easier to resolve differences through violence than to uphold the fragile edifice of peace—easier to destroy than to preserve, to sever than to reconcile. The twentieth century alone bears witness to this tragic tendency. It is estimated that over 230 million people2 —combatants and civilians alike—perished in armed conflicts during that century. This staggering number, which excludes the even greater multitude of those wounded xiior permanently displaced, is roughly equivalent to the entire population of Pakistan today, the fifth most populous nation on earth. It is a sobering comparison that underscores the scale of human devastation wrought by war. I abhor violence in all its forms. Yet over the course of my life, I have repeatedly been forced to confront its most vile and intimate expressions. Violence, regrettably, remains an enduring facet of the human condition—a dark mirror held up to our species, reflecting not only the fragility of peace but the recurring failure to sustain it.

War still rages in the Middle East, a region already plagued by so many long-standing crises. The shattering of peace efforts, which once promised brighter days ahead, fills me with sorrow. How fervently I wished for sustainable peace in this volatile region. Given recent events, such hopes now appear tenuous. Nevertheless, a faint beacon of optimism persists within me. I believe that visionary leaders could potentially bridge divides and foster peace. But is genuine peace merely an unreachable ideal? The realities of today lean toward this pessimistic interpretation. Conflict often seems more palpable than coexistence. Yet, I maintain that the right leaders could unite fractured voices, championing peace as a testament to the enduring spirit of humanity amidst a fractured world. To me, the concept of peace is inextricable from the essence of humanity.

My professional journey as an attorney-at-law and as a Professor of Law at Harvard Law School has profoundly shaped my analytical and problem-solving mindset. Throughout my career, I have been a staunch defender of individual rights and liberties. My numerous publications, including articles and books, have often sparked vigorous debate among my peers. I have unwaveringly adhered to my principles, perhaps because of this, even though my perspectives may not have always been fully grasped. In this respect, I find a certain, if unlikely kinship with the protagonist of this book.

My writings about the complex and heart-wrenching conflict between Israel and Hamas (and its supporters) reflect my deep concern over the human and humanitarian crises it has spawned, affecting countless individuals both directly and indirectly. In my latest endeavor, I strive to shift the focus to a particular political leader who might be instrumental in forging peace, though I question whether this alone will suffice.

Throughout my life, I have been acutely aware of the profound impact of xiiilanguage. In light of this, I wish to amend a previous assertion: the world does not merely need advocates for peace, but rather dedicated builders of peace.

I yearn for a world where peace—Shalom and Salam—reigns supreme, transcending tension and conflict. I harbor no illusions about the eradication of violence, but I am confident that every crisis harbors a potential resolution. I envision an international body that convenes individuals from diverse faiths, united in their dedication to dialogue, coexistence, tolerance, and understanding. Such interactions foster enlightenment. I believe this congress aligns with the sentiments expressed by His Royal Highness, Crown Prince and Prime Minister, Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.

Yet, I recognize the barriers posed by misconceptions. Learning of this book, which offers a fresh perspective on the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and its Crown Prince, diverging from prevalent Western narratives, I felt compelled to study, comment upon, and bring to a wider audience its unique insights. This book elucidates the Crown Prince’s vision, detailing his economic, societal, and diplomatic reforms—a portrayal hitherto unseen in much of Western literature. In this comprehensive examination, it becomes evident that much of Western analysis hinges on misconceptions about, and incomplete understanding of, his daring societal reform efforts.

The core argument is that the West often fails to delve deeper into the psyche and decision-making processes of the Crown Prince. This oversight leads to a stark contrast between his perceived image in Europe and North America, and the genuine respect and admiration he commands both from his own people and in regions such as Asia, Africa, Latin America, the Arab-Muslim world, and Russian-speaking territories.3 

We often underestimate the efforts he has made to initiate reforms, including the difficult discussions and negotiations both within his country and internationally, aimed at fostering modernization and pursuing peace—social, societal, and religious. I fully believe in the sincerity of his commitment to this mission.

The enduring crises in the Middle East have left indelible scars on its xivpopulace. While many dedicated individuals strive for resolution, past Western interventions have largely proven ineffective. Engaging with numerous stakeholders from the region, it becomes evident that the overarching desire is for sustainable peace, unhindered by national, confessional, or other delineations. The horrors of war, which I vehemently denounced at every juncture of my life, persist despite the genuine efforts of many global leaders. This prompts a question: is there a fundamental misalignment in our understanding?

Alas, many around the world have come to recognize the Crown Prince’s pivotal role in his country primarily through one tragic event in Saudi history—the assassination of Saudi opposition journalist Jamal Ahmad Khashoggi by elements of the Saudi security forces at the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul on October 2, 2018. Following this, the alleged commando members responsible for the assassination were tried and received severe prison sentences in Saudi courts, and at least one senior official was dismissed and placed under house arrest. As the de facto leader of Saudi Arabia, the Crown Prince holds an implicit level of responsibility for that tragic incident. In September 2019, during a documentary by the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS), he took full responsibility for the tragedy, stating it occurred “under his watch,”4 while firmly denying any prior knowledge of the “rogue operation.”5 A report dated February 11, 2021, from the office of the Director of U.S. National Intelligence, which was declassified two weeks later, reveals ambiguities concerning the circumstances of Jamal Ahmad Khashoggi’s death at the hands of the commando team. The report articulates, “we do not know whether these individuals knew in advance that the operation would result in Khashoggi’s death.”6 

Diplomatic misunderstandings, whether inadvertent or deliberate, can hamper any international initiative. Often, we might dismiss certain figures, deeming them ill-suited for peacemaking roles. Yet in the Middle East, only someone deeply attuned to the regional dynamics can truly spearhead peace xvinitiatives. This is particularly true for efforts involving nations with complex diplomatic relations.

His Royal Highness, Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, appears to exemplify such a figure. His recent initiatives—some controversial—range from advocating for the Syrian Republic’s reintegration into the Arab League, despite resistance from other Arab nations, to reopening diplomatic channels with the Islamic Republic of Iran. These actions suggest a genuine commitment to peace. His diplomatic endeavors to mediate the ongoing conflict between Saudi Arabia and Yemen’s Houthi rebels, in conjunction with his partnerships with nations like the Republic of Sudan and organizations such as the Gulf Cooperation Council, vividly illustrate his profound dedication. Furthermore, his involvement in humanitarian missions underscores this commitment. Despite encountering numerous obstacles that frequently obstruct his initiatives, this young statesman embodies a pivotal dialogue partner, indispensable for advancing our collective aspiration for peace. It is precisely because of his and his nation’s critical role in Middle Eastern peace efforts that Hamas may have sought to impede this process on October 7, 2023. We cannot allow that to reoccur.

The Vision 2030 program, launched by His Royal Highness, Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, in 2016, outlines ambitious economic, societal, and diplomatic targets. What he has embarked on since then illustrates an encouraging trajectory, the audacity of which might be undervalued by Western observers. His strategic decisions demonstrate the foresight of a visionary leader, even if not universally recognized as such. Engaging with him is not merely an option; it is an imperative. Given the Crown Prince’s vast influence, expertise, and pragmatism, he remains a unique force capable of navigating conflict zones and challenges. Envisioning peace in the Middle East without his involvement is counterproductive. While external assistance will surely be required, he stands out as an important ambassador for sustainable peace, both regionally and globally. As Victor Hugo said, “Nothing is more powerful than an idea whose time has come.”




	1 Born on September 1, 1938, after studying at Brooklyn College and Yale University, Alan Morton Dershowitz became the youngest Professor of Law in the history of Harvard University in 1964, a position he held until 2013. He has also had a distinguished career as an attorney-at-law, during which time he was called upon to handle high-profile criminal and constitutional cases. Alan Dershowitz is renowned for his personal commitment to defending individual rights and freedoms. Known for his outspoken positions, he has published numerous articles and books, including many bestsellers.

	2 Center for International & Security Studies at Maryland, “Deaths in Wars and Conflicts in the 20th Century,” June 20, 2006, https://cissm.umd.edu/research-impact/publications/deaths-wars-and-conflicts-20th-century#:~:text=%2D%20An%20itemized%20total%20sum%20of,of%20this%20sum%20are%20provided.

	3 This popularity is linked to all the humanitarian actions of the Muslim World League (MWL), Al Rabita, and the King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre undertaken around the world and not only in regions of Islamic culture. This point will be developed later in the book.

	4 “The Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia,” https://www.pbs.org/video/crown-prince-saudi-arabia-1jt2ey/, October 1, 2019.

	5 Ibid.

	6 Office of the Director of National Intelligence, “Assessing the Saudi Government’s Role in the Killing of Jamal Khashoggi,” February 11, 2021, https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/assessments/Assessment-Gov-Role-in-JK-Death-20210226v2.pdf.






xvii

Foreword by Ahdeya Ahmed Al-Sayed1 


In these uncertain times, we are once again reminded of a pervasive issue plaguing our world, increasingly marred by violence: intolerance. It reigns supreme within communities that struggle to set aside differences, often rejected for a multitude of unfounded reasons. Nations fail to understand each other, leading to misunderstandings that inevitably impact international relations. Such ignorance tarnishes the reputations of leaders whose significant achievements remain unrecognized.

I am an Arab woman and a Muslim, hailing from the Arabian Gulf nation that witnessed the so-called Arab Spring a decade ago. How often have I faced derogatory remarks about my homeland, the Kingdom of Bahrain? This small island monarchy, home to a cosmopolitan population, is frequently subjected to outdated criticisms regarding the living conditions of both Bahrainis and foreign residents. Additionally, the country’s connection to Saudi Arabia via a bridge over the Gulf is often portrayed by detractors as a controversial point of entry, disregarding the significant societal advancements occurring within the Kingdom. These transformative changes, driven by a courage largely xviiiunrecognized in the West, arise from a profound misunderstanding of Saudi Arabia’s customs and traditions.

The Saudi Crown Prince is not merely a visionary; he is a decisive leader who has transformed Saudi Arabia virtually overnight. Such profound changes require the extraordinary courage possessed by only the greatest leaders. His bold decisions have significantly elevated the status of women in society, empowering them and ensuring their rights are respected. Today’s Saudi Arabia has opened its doors wider for women than ever before. Saudi women now regard their young Prince as their pillar of strength and protector. Current legislation is dedicated to safeguarding the rights of Saudi women, providing these highly educated and knowledgeable individuals with the life they deserve, both at home and in the workplace.

As a free woman and a journalist—a role not traditionally associated with an Arab and Muslim woman from the Arabian Peninsula—I have fought to establish myself in the media world. At the age of eighteen, I applied for a position as a trainee journalist at a local newspaper. My first byline appeared in December 1991, capturing significant public attention. It was then that I realized journalism is not merely a job; it is a vocation, rightly deserving its title as the fourth estate. In 1995, I made history by becoming the first political TV host on Bahrain Television, a pivotal moment in my career. This platform has allowed me to exercise freedom of the press and speech, significantly influencing public opinion.

I urge a fair and objective assessment of the societal progress in my homeland. The relentless criticism of its human rights record contradicts the truth about the Bahraini society that has for decades been a very modern state where women and men all have equal rights and opportunities. As a matter of fact, nearly 40 percent of Bahrain’s Parliament is occupied by women, and 70 percent of journalists in Bahrain are women too. In addition, Bahrain also appoints women to the government, ministerial posts, and as diplomats. I myself, through elections, became the first woman to preside over the Bahrain Journalists Association, the union that defends the rights of journalists.

When my nation signed the Abraham Accords and I announced as journalist my support for them, I faced strong criticism from many people in my society who are strongly holding on to ideologies that resist change. In our societies, change must be gradually fed or presented to people, but in many xixcases, change had to be abruptly done because the change meant bringing happiness to the vast majority of the people. And what I woke up to one morning: Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince did it.

Because of the misconceptions of the West about this region, our countries in the Gulf need to work harder to convey the reality of this part of the world. The changes are tremendous but have happened gradually because a balance must always be created between how we advance and preserve our basis ethics, culture, and traditions that are very deeply rooted in us. This is what Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman understands very well. Disrupting local customs and traditions would be a grave miscalculation in a society embracing modernity. The transition to modernity must be gradual, highlighting the crucial difference between evolution and revolution. Saudi Arabia is engaged in a transformative process aimed at improving living conditions, particularly for women.

However, some reforms face criticism in the West, being dismissed as mere demagogic maneuvers by the Crown Prince, and this way of looking at such a big transformation in Saudi Arabia is unfair as we, people who live around this country, simply view him as a leader who is extremely brave, courageous, and knows what we all need. Let’s not forget that change and advancement in Saudi Arabia means that the whole region will grow, and that’s what he expressed during the G20 Summit in 2018. The Crown Prince announced that Saudi Arabia will be completely different in five years. He achieved this promise. He strongly stated that the Middle East can be the “new Europe” and vowed to see the region thrive economically. The Crown Prince told a packed audience at the Future Investment Initiative forum in Riyadh that he would like to see the economic transformation of the region happen within his lifetime—and seven years after this statement, we witness that he kept to his word, and his country completely transformed. He said his “war” was restoring the Middle East to its past glory. “I believe the new Europe is the Middle East,” Prince Mohammed said. “The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in five years will be completely different.”

The Crown Prince is driving Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 plan for economic and social reforms. “If we succeed in the coming five years, other countries will join us, and this affirms why I believe that any change in Saudi Arabia is a change for the whole Middle East—a region that has been subjected to a rise in xxextremism while its leaders want to achieve peace and stability. In this historic speech, he cited Saudi Arabia’s efforts to transform its oil-dependent economy, build more infrastructure, and fight terror. “All our projects are going ahead, reform is going ahead, our war on extremism is going ahead, our war on terrorism is going ahead . . . our efforts won’t stop no matter how they try to constrain us,” he said. And as a matter of fact, the war on terrorism was a promise made as he believed we, as a region, would not be able to advance without combating terrorism. As simple as I can say it, Saudi Arabia is being misinterpreted by many.

This misinterpretation reveals a deep ignorance among its critics. Saudi society is evolving, but these changes must be cautious, considering the deeply ingrained conservatism that preceded the Crown Prince’s public responsibilities. The West fails to grasp the magnitude of negotiating with conservative religious leaders to foster a more flexible and modern religious approach granting rights and freedom to women previously unimaginable.

The Crown Prince has boldly undertaken reforms that are unprecedented in Saudi Arabia. The significance of these approved reforms is often underestimated, with some amounting to genuine revolutions. He is dedicated to modernizing the nation in accordance with the ambitious objectives of Vision 2030. Could this serve as a prelude to further structural reforms designed to meet the aspirations and expectations of the populace, the critical foundation for the achievement and success of these extensive reform initiatives?

His pursuit of peace stems from a profound and personal understanding of Islam, which rejects violence and advocates for harmony among people, placing tolerance—acceptance of differences—at the forefront of fundamental human respect. This principle is rooted in Quranic teachings that assert, “Tolerance is a strength, not a weakness.” He is wholeheartedly troubled by the war in Gaza, a conflict with substantial regional and global ramifications. The prolonged duration of this conflict will increasingly undermine the ability of Israeli and Arab leaders in the region to govern effectively, subjecting them to public discontent and the heightened threat of rising extremism.

Pledging allegiance to His Royal Highness Prince Mohammed bin Salman by members of the Al Saud family and the Saudi people was grounded in their belief that he is the leader who will guide the Kingdom into a new era of progress, development, and prosperity. As a journalist, I can personally attest xxito the tangible changes taking place in Saudi Arabia, particularly in the realms of freedom of expression and the press, which have seen remarkable strides. Moreover, the introduction of entertainment in Saudi Arabia has brought joy and a newfound sense of freedom, especially among the youth, who make up nearly 70 percent of the population. On my first visit to Riyadh after the launch of the reform initiatives, I saw the joy in people’s eyes—the freedom they felt was unmistakable. I had the chance to speak with young women in coffee shops and cafés; many expressed deep gratitude, saying that without Mohammed bin Salman and King Salman, they could have never dreamed of the opportunities they now enjoy. Women are driving, entering the workforce in greater numbers, and becoming visible contributors to society. These changes are not just symbolic—they represent real empowerment and transformation. Young men and women of Saudi Arabia today know that when qualified and with the standard of education required, they will pursue their dreams and reach their targets in their professional lives. When you walk into places, see young people, and ask them what just happened to their country, you sense how popular their Crown Prince has become. He is a leader who has given them a life many generations before them did not have the privilege of having. They have allegiance to their Prince.

On the geopolitical front, the war against the Houthis was not merely a military engagement to defend Saudi borders, but a broader strategic effort to safeguard the region from Iranian influence. The Islamic Republic of Iran, since the 1979 revolution and the rise of the Ayatollah regime, has pursued a policy of exporting its extremist ideology through proxies like the Houthis, Hezbollah, and even Hamas. Saudi Arabia stood firm, not only protecting itself but also its allies. In 2011, Bahrain invited the Peninsula Shield Force to combat an ayatollah-regime-backed movement to destabilize and hijack Bahrain. I, for months, witnessed how the Ayatollahs, through their proxies in Bahrain, attempted a coup in my beloved country, and I acknowledge and appreciate how the Peninsula Shield crossed the bridge and helped save my country from the dream of expansion. This commitment to regional stability highlights the Kingdom’s leadership role in the Arab world. While Iran is grappling with economic failure and the daily oppression of its people, Saudi Arabia is undergoing a renaissance—economically, socially, and culturally.

xxii
The rapid growth of the entertainment industry has brought global celebrities and major events to the Kingdom, transforming its cultural landscape. As someone who once lived just twenty minutes from the Eastern Province, I never imagined witnessing such a change. This transformation will undoubtedly inspire neighboring countries to pursue similar paths of modernization.

AlUla has emerged as a global historical destination, and Riyadh Boulevard has become a hub for international stars and cultural events. These achievements are not superficial; they reflect a nation that is opening by listening to its youth and delivering on their aspirations. As a mother of three young men, I cannot just see the introduction of entertainment on such a high level merely as something trivial, but I see it as giving young people a life, freedom.

Saudi Vision 2030 has already surpassed several of its milestones ahead of schedule—for example, reaching the target unemployment rate of 7 percent in 2025—demonstrating the Kingdom’s unwavering momentum and the bright future that lies ahead.

On May 13, 2025, President Trump begins his first international tour since his November 2024 election with a trip to the Middle East, which will take him to several Arab countries in the region. The first place he visits is Saudi Arabia, where he meets with the Crown Prince—a highly symbolic choice. He views the Kingdom as the cornerstone of his Middle East diplomacy and sees the Crown Prince as a key global leader, particularly in the pursuit of peace. His message aligns with sentiments previously expressed by former British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, who stated during the 2025 Saudi Media Forum that “the world should learn from Saudi Arabia’s experience”2 and recognize the country’s rapid overall transformation, calling it an essential global player in today’s major international challenges.3 President Trump is laudatory for the changes he observes, eight years after his first official visit, both in terms of the modernization of the cities and the Saudi society as a whole. He declares himself impressed by the work accomplished by the Crown Prince and calls for deepening trade relations between the United States and Saudi Arabia, beyond xxiiithe existing trade agreements whose total value is estimated at one trillion dollars. He praises the Kingdom’s diplomacy in advancing peace,4 a theme he emphasizes at length in his speech.

The Crown Prince’s visionary approach, largely unrecognized in the West, is embraced by those acquainted with the genuine societal reforms unfolding in Saudi Arabia. This book offers a well-reasoned perspective on the sagacious governance of a statesman frequently criticized in the West yet regarded by many as a pivotal Arab leader capable of fostering peace in a region often misunderstood by Western nations.




	1 Ahdeya Ahmed Al-Sayed is the former president of the Bahrain Journalists Association. She obtained her master’s degree in Mass Communication from the University of Leicester, UK. She worked as media advisor for Bahrain’s government, Ministry of Cabinet Affairs and Ministry of Information. She also served as spokesperson for Bahrain’s parliamentary and municipal elections in the year 2006. She joined a Bahraini local newspaper as a journalist and Bahrain Television as a political TV shows host in 1991. She currently writes for several regional newspapers and has been the most active journalist in the Arabian Gulf region defending and advocating for signing peace agreements with Israel to create a more stable and secure Middle East, where all religions coexist in peace. She won the 2019 Female Arab Journalist of the Year award given by the London Arabia Organisation. In 2024, she received the Women Making Waves Award from Women’s Voices Now.

	2 “Saudi Arabia set to become world’s top tourism destination: Boris Johnson,” February 19, 2025, https://www.argaam.com/en/article/articledetail/id/1791469.

	3 “Boris Johnson at the Saudi Media Forum: The Kingdom Has Become a Global Political Hub,” February 19, 2025, https://saudimf.sa/en/media-center/a103b985-37e5-444f-8c0b-0445d468a1d9.

	4 “President Trump Participates in a U.S.-Saudi Investment Forum,” The White House, May 13, 2025, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wj1QOz3iuCE.
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Preface


The inaugural reflections presented here delve into the theories of the distinguished American intellectual, Samuel Huntington, particularly his idea of a “clash of civilizations.” Central to our inquiry is this: In the vast expanse of international interactions, is there ample room for mutual comprehension? Are we, as global citizens, truly invested in recognizing others as our equals, in spite of our myriad differences?

Our paths have intertwined for many years, leading to countless exchanges on our perceptions of the world. Our professional journeys have taken us to distant lands, allowing encounters with diverse cultures, all of which have indelibly shaped our perspectives. While raw facts often stand unyielding, analysis can be mutable. To us, it appears that the cultural nuance is frequently absent in global dialogues. Ignorance, intolerance, and willful disparagement are descriptors we find apt for international pundits who lambast individuals or entities. While sometimes merited, at other times, their methodology raises eyebrows.

Should we assume that international relations are rooted in power dynamics where escalating quality equates to heightened competition, then such fervor implies our collective negligence in truly striving to understand “the other.” Our conclusions, though based on facts, prejudices, and interpretations, might lack depth and surely omit cultural contexts. Utopian systems remain elusive, yet each can evolve, progress, and embed itself in a forward-moving trajectory that prioritizes respect over political, economic, or strategic agendas. Still, transformations are not instantaneous. Every substantial change demands foresight, planning, and meticulous execution. Building anything of worth takes time, and the underpinnings—those foundational elements—mustn’t be overlooked, for they determine the resilience and enduring nature of what’s built atop.

We consider our varied professional exposures invaluable. In the West, it is often posited that travels educate the young; but more crucially, they open one’s eyes to global happenings, challenging preconceived notions and pushing xxvifor a deep dive into alien societies to truly grasp them. For us, this endeavor embodies genuine respect.

Before we cast judgments, we strive for understanding. Yet, the inherent unpredictability of diplomacy and politics complicates our disciplines. Our analysis leans on discernible patterns—specifically those consistent and enduring. Our insights also draw from a deep understanding of decision-making hierarchies, influential networks, and negotiation mechanics.

Our gaze then settles on the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, particularly its Crown Prince, His Royal Highness (H.R.H.) Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, also known as MBS. Celebrated within his homeland, according to our concordant information, he draws significant skepticism in the West.

According to discussions with various denizens of the Kingdom, he seems to emerge as a reformist, a visionary, and an architect of the future. Yet, the Western lens often casts him as a cagey and inscrutable leader. A cursory scan of Western media outlets attests to the divisive opinions about him, with commendations being scant. Our intent here is not to rehash critiques made by others or to dwell on the past, but to bring forth a nuanced understanding.

The Crown Prince’s overarching vision and the trajectory of governance he seeks to implement deserve a meticulous study. While critics abound, it is vital to objectively assess his tangible achievements both domestically and internationally while considering the difficulties of implementation. A case in point is the frequent oversight of his role in seeking sustainable peace within the Middle East, Africa, and Eastern Europe. Furthermore, his strides in reshaping the national global governance bear profound implications, inside and outside the purview of Saudi Arabia.

In 2016, the Crown Prince heralded the Vision 2030 program: an ambitious blueprint for a comprehensive transformation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. This initiative maps out diverse objectives across economic, political, and societal terrains, with clear national ambitions and international aspirations. While the global perception often reduces Saudi Arabia to an opulent oil-rich nation, underpinned by its sovereign wealth fund,1 the true essence of xxviiVision 2030 lies in strategizing for a post-oil era. Indeed, oil is an invaluable asset for the Kingdom, yet the Crown Prince perceives an impending exigency: the need to wean the nation off this sole reliance. Such dependence, tethered to the volatile global oil market and the finite nature of the resource, is a precarious security risk. Thus, his vision encapsulates a pivot toward a privatized, diversified economy, bolstered by societal reforms targeting a modernized Saudi socioeconomic landscape.

In the Western hemisphere, the audacity and foresight of Vision 2030 often go unrecognized or misunderstood. Detractors raise eyebrows at the feasibility of the program and its financing, given the colossal investments it necessitates, both from domestic and international quarters.

Yet, our examination of this program adopts a unique lens. The Crown Prince’s ability to introduce such a groundbreaking vision in a traditionally conservative nation represents nothing short of a bold gamble. His actions reveal an astute analytical prowess, evident when he astounded global spectators by brokering negotiations with formidable entities like China and Iran to stabilize diplomatic ties between Riyadh and Tehran through Beijing’s mediation. Such successful diplomatic maneuvering, rooted in pragmatism, underscores his adaptability to the ever-evolving global landscape. As for Beijing, the West now identifies the Chinese capital as the main current threat to world order, an opinion shared by several American and British intelligence chiefs, which tends to recognize the fragmentation of the international community.2 

Undoubtedly, the journey of nation-building is not a solitary endeavor. The Crown Prince is flanked by an ensemble of influential figures, each recognized for their adeptness in steering diverse realms—be it ministries, corporations, or religious bodies. Prominent among these allies are Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman Al Saud, brother to the Crown Prince and Kingdom’s Minister of Energy, Prince Khalid bin Salman Al Saud, brother to the Crown Prince and the Kingdom’s Defense Minister; His Excellency Mr. Yasir bin Othman Al-Rumayyan, steward of the Public Investment Fund xxviii(PIF, the Saudi public sovereign fund) and head of Saudi Aramco’s board; Sheikh Muhammad bin Abdul Karim Al-Issa, the erstwhile Justice Minister now helming the Muslim World League (MWL); His Excellency Mr. Turki bin Abdul Mohsen Al Al-Sheikh, an advisor at the Royal Court; Prince Abdulaziz bin Turki Al-Faisal Al Saud, tasked with Sports; Prince Badr bin Abdullah bin Mohammed bin Fahran Al Saud, overseeing Culture; Mrs. Sarah Al-Suhami, chairperson of Tadawul (the Saudi Arabian stock exchange); Prince Abdullah bin Bandar bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, managing the National Guard; Princess Reema bint Bandar Al Saud, Ambassador of Saudi Arabia to the United States; and Mr. Bader Al-Asaker, Head of the Private Office of HRH The Crown Prince. These illustrious figures, while instrumental, represent just a segment of the broader coalition buttressing the transformative aspirations of Vision 2030.

The Crown Prince’s modus operandi is a delicate blend of caution and ambition. He does not rush things and works to make them evolve smoothly. While he fervently drives reforms, he strongly stands against radicalism. His strategy reflects a mature understanding of societal dynamics: ushering change too swiftly can unmoor a society from its foundational values. Thus, he eschews impulsiveness, refraining from an abrupt restructuring that could potentially unsettle the very fabric of Saudi society. Instead, he personifies the quintessential statesman: a visionary who not only conceives but meticulously orchestrates the future trajectory of Saudi Arabia. By delineating, advocating, and then meticulously enacting, he lays the groundwork for a post-oil Saudi Arabia, prepped to thrive in a contemporary milieu. While monumental, his initiatives are often understated in their acknowledgment, with many perhaps unaware of the true extent of his accomplishments.

Historically, his





	1 The Public Investment Fund, commonly referred to as PIF, stands as one of the world’s largest sovereign wealth funds. As of 2022, its assets under management surpassed an impressive total of $620 billion.

	2 John Paul Rathbone, “Ukraine’s Kursk offensive has triggered doubts among Russian elite, spy chiefs say,” September 7, 2024, https://www.ft.com/content/56d16869-f9e1-4c82-8022-5f8d2044c5cd.

	3 FIFA stands for Fédération Internationale de Football Association. In early November 2023, following Australia’s withdrawal from the bidding process to host the 2034 FIFA World Cup, Saudi Arabia remained the sole candidate. In December 2024, FIFA officially awarded the hosting rights for the 2034 World Cup to Saudi Arabia.
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