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Introduction

Reaction to the 2025 Superman Movie

It is July 13, 2025, and I am still reflecting on the Superman movie I saw this afternoon. You see, I am someone who enjoys movies immensely. I don't have a favorite genre, but I do have a favorite movie: Mel Gibson's Braveheart. To me, this movie is not only full of action, romance, and humor, but overall it’s an inspiring story. I firmly believe that what makes a movie great is its story. The story must move us to feel something. Maybe we want to be inspired, fall in love, laugh, or cry. The story should also have intriguing characters who make us care.

Bringing a great story to life on the screen is a fantastic collaborative effort. The next time you watch a film, take a moment to watch the end credits. It's amazing how many people it takes to make a movie! Of course, the actors, directors, and producers receive the most credit, but what would the film be without the cinematography, lighting, and stage crews; wardrobe and makeup artists; and even janitors? It takes a lot of time, effort, and resources to make a movie and tell a great story.

But these stories on the big screen have inspired me for so many years, made me laugh, brought me to tears, and allowed me to share special moments with the people I love. Anyone who knows me well knows how much I enjoy watching and reflecting on movies. I like thinking about the plot, the characters, the wisdom the movie shared, and how funny certain scenes were. I like using different scenes and lessons from movies to illustrate important points and life lessons. Most of the time, I get vacant stares (often from my teenagers) or a courteous smile and "thank you" (with a "that's enough" look) from my very patient wife. But sometimes, a connection is made, and the other person gets the point. I believe that many movies share great wisdom and truths from which we can learn. We can use these lessons to help ourselves become the amazing men and women we are meant to be.

So, back to where I started...the newest Superman movie. When I first heard that they were remaking Superman, I was interested but also nervous. I grew up reading comic books and loving all things superhero-related. The truth is, when it comes to superheroes, I'm still a big fan and a bit of a kid at heart. I don't read comics anymore, but I've enjoyed seeing my childhood heroes come to life on the big screen. Growing up, I usually read Spider-Man or Batman comics. I was never really into reading Superman comics. However, one of my all-time favorite superhero movies has always been the 1978 Superman film starring Christopher Reeve as Clark Kent/Superman. The characters and film were colorful and vibrant and filled you with inspiration and hope. It made you want to be a better person and a hero to anyone in need. There was also a great balance of good versus evil (Gene Hackman was a fun yet diabolical Lex Luthor). Since then, in my opinion, many attempts to portray Superman have fallen far short of the 1978 version of the Man of Steel, who stood for "truth, justice, and the American way."

So, as you can see, while I was excited for a Superman reboot, I was also nervous about the direction it would take. Would it try to be dark and edgy again? Would it go in a weird, woke direction? What kind of Superman would we get? What would he stand for? What would this iconic fictional character inspire in the real world, if anything? As more was revealed about the movie leading up to its release and after seeing the trailers, I can say with confidence that I was excited and hopeful. It felt like we were getting back to the Superman I knew and loved. I know there was a lot of negative press saying the movie was "super woke" or incredibly political, but I don't just listen to the headlines; I prefer to find out for myself.

The opening weekend came, and I took three of my kids to see the movie. Let me tell you, it did not disappoint. It was vibrant and colorful—especially the underwear outside the suit, straight out of the comics! It was funny, action-packed, and had amazing special effects. Most of all, though, it filled me with hope and made me want to be a better person. It was the type of film I had hoped to see, and I was proud to take my kids to see it.

In a world filled with so much division and hate, pure and good things are produced less and less and rarely given the attention they need. I honestly believe that this movie is a great gift. It was not only fun and entertaining, but it also gave us an icon, a symbol of everything that is good. It showed us what every human being should strive to be: someone who isn't perfect but tries each day to do their best and help those in need. The film clearly contrasts good and evil. Ultimately, I feel like this movie gave us a message of hope. At this time, I can’t think of anything our world needs more: hope and a "Superman" to show us the way.

The real Superman

After seeing this movie and its hopeful message, I couldn’t help but think of another type of Superman. You could say he is the OG Superman: Jesus Christ. When you look at Superman's history and origin, there is a strong Christology. Of course, I am not trying to equate Jesus Christ with a fictional comic superhero; I am simply pointing out some similarities.  Jesus was the only begotten Son, sent to Earth to be the Way.  He was sent to a humble family in Nazareth where he lived a hidden life until an adult.  He eventually reveals Himself and His purpose to the world through miraculous demonstration of power.  Finally, He has a great love for humanity.  Superman, likewise was also an only begotten son, sent to Earth to show humanity the way.  He was sent to a humble family in Smallville, Kansas where he lives a hidden life until an adult.  He eventually reveals himself and purpose to the world through a demonstration of his powers.  He also has a great love for humanity

Interestingly, while I am showing the similarities between Jesus and Superman, the original creators, Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster, who were Jewish, are believed to have drawn more heavily on the story of Moses for inspiration. Regardless, it's hard to ignore the strong similarities between the fictional story of Superman and the stories of Jesus and Moses.

While there has always been a strong correlation between Jesus and Superman, I believe the most recent movie offered many valuable lessons that any follower of Christ should strive to embody. By drawing on scenes from the movie, I hope to offer helpful reflections.

Ultimately, however, I want to stir something inside you. Are you searching for meaning and purpose? Have you found faith in Jesus Christ, but need a reminder of the hope we have? Or maybe you have a strong faith in Christ but are going through your own Job moment and need a reminder of how our hope in Christ can help us trust him more in hard times. Wherever you are, I hope you see the need for—or rediscover the need we all have for—THE Superman, Jesus Christ.

Who is this book for?

Have you ever been searching for hope and meaning?

I still remember lying in bed on January 1, 2006, after a really bad, drunken, regret-filled night. For the first time in my life, I asked myself, "Man, what are you doing?" Of course, I had a sense that something was off throughout the years. I tried immersing myself in various interests, sports, hobbies, and relationships during my teen years, in college, and after college. In college, I found myself engaging in unhealthy behaviors, specifically partying and alcohol abuse. This contributed to many failed relationships and other risky behavior with women. I found some temporary enjoyment and fulfillment during these times, but ultimately, I knew something was missing. I talked to counselors, family, and friends—anyone I thought could help—but no one had the solution.

Then New Year's Day came, and I finally asked myself those important questions: What am I doing? Where am I? At that moment, God was ready to answer me. My heart was finally ready to change and listen to Him. I can’t say that I heard a loud, booming voice from the heavens telling me what to do next. God worked much more subtly than that. Instead, a series of encounters began taking place, and I started seeing things differently. I would have a random lunch meeting with someone who would suggest a Christian book. Then, I would meet a pastor at a local church. Famous Christian speakers and events were happening near my home. I began reading scripture, and it actually made sense. I had tried this before, but it seemed like a foreign language. Now, it was really speaking to my heart. I can see now that God was leading me closer to him each day and putting people in my path to guide me. Finally, my heart simply burned to follow Him and leave that old world behind. I had found a new life, much as St. Paul says to the Galatians:


"It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me." The life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me" (Galatians 2:20).


This is a brief summary of my conversion to become a disciple of Christ. I share this to let you know how it feels to live without hope and then find hope beyond anything words can describe. The hope that there is a God who loves each one of us perfectly, even when we don't deserve it. It's a hope that drives you every day to be your best, even when you fall short. A hope that never ends.

This book is for anyone searching for that same hope and inspiration.

The Challenge

The other day, while driving to work, I








d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
WHY THE WORLD NEEDS
A SUPERMAN

Reflections on Hope

Jimmie Davis





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





