

  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      OPAL

    

    
      First edition. March 15, 2025.

      Copyright © 2025 Renee Conoulty.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8230100959

    

    
    
      Written by Renee Conoulty.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
	    
	      Also by Renee Conoulty

	    

      
	    
          
	      Chirpy Chapters

          
        
          
	          Chaotic Chores

          
        
          
	          Best Friends for Now

          
        
          
	          Squirrel's Quest

          
        
          
	          Too Much Imagination

          
        
          
	          The Cat Who Found Her Family

          
        
          
	          The Ordinary Fairy

          
        
          
	          Every Day is Special

          
        
          
	          Jack's Outback Christmas Adventure

          
        
          
	          Zach and the Platypus Project

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      French

          
        
          
	          Je ne suis pas fatigué : Une histoire de coucher avec l'heure d'été

          
        
          
	          Le Petit Poisson a Faim

          
        
          
	          Le Peintre de Nuages

          
        
          
	          Ne me dites pas quoi faire !

          
        
          
	          Archie

          
        
          
	          Le Cheval Pointu

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Fun-size Fiction

          
        
          
	          Wife, Mother, Woman: A Flash Fiction Collection

          
        
          
	          Swinging Through Life: A Flash Fiction Collection

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      German

          
        
          
	          Ich Bin Nicht Müde: Eine Gute-Nacht-Geschichte zur Zeitumstellung

          
        
          
	          Kleiner Fisch hat Hunger

          
        
          
	          Der Wolkenmaler

          
        
          
	          Sag mir nicht, was ich tun soll!

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Got That Swing

          
        
          
	          Baby it's Cold Outside

          
        
          
	          Don't Mean a Thing

          
        
          
	          Cheek to Cheek

          
        
          
	          Tain't What You Do

          
        
          
	          Jeepers Creepers

          
        
          
	          Ain't Misbehavin'

          
        
          
	          Got That Swing: The Complete Series (Coming Soon)

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Indonesian

          
        
          
	          Hari Gaun Istimewa

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Italian

          
        
          
	          Il Cervello Rumoroso di Eric

          
        
          
	          Non Sono Stanco: Una Storia di Letto con L'ora Legale

          
        
          
	          Piccolo Pesce Ha Fame

          
        
          
	          Il Pittore di Nuvole

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Keen Read

          
        
          
	          Unflappable

          
        
          
	          The Horse of My Dreams

          
        
          
	          Alex's New School

          
        
          
	          Crushed

          
        
          
	          Learning the Lingo

          
        
          
	          The Banksia Street Stories: Eight Books About Life in C2

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Narrated by the Author

          
        
          
	          Narrated by the Author: How to Produce an Audiobook on a Budget

          
        
          
	          Character Voices: A Workbook for Audiobook Narration

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Parrots for Purpose

          
        
          
	          Archie

          
        
          
	          Opal

          
        
          
	          Skittles

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Picture Books

          
        
          
	          A Flower in Her Hair

          
        
          
	          Eric's Noisy Brain

          
        
          
	          I Like Sniffing Bottoms

          
        
          
	          I'm Not Tired: A Daylight Savings Bedtime Story

          
        
          
	          I Don't Think My Cat Loves Me

          
        
          
	          The Ticklish Turtle

          
        
          
	          The Badger & the Hare

          
        
          
	          Little Fish is Hungry

          
        
          
	          Not Fair!

          
        
          
	          The Fair Way to Share

          
        
          
	          What Day is Today?

          
        
          
	          When I Feel

          
        
          
	          The Cloud Painter

          
        
          
	          Betty Bumped Her Head

          
        
          
	          Nova's Magical Map

          
        
          
	          Strawberry Dreams & Milky Schemes

          
        
          
	          Special Dress Day

          
        
          
	          Sparky Says Sorry

          
        
          
	          Don't Tell Me What to Do!

          
        
          
	          Little Lamb's Big Day Out

          
        
          
	          How Do They Feel?

          
        
          
	          The Special Haircut

          
        
          
	          In the Dark of the Night

          
        
          
	          Busy Benjamin

          
        
          
	          The Pointy Horse

          
        
          
	          Why Am I Here?

          
        
          
	          The Three Little Aussie Pigs

          
        
          
	          Greenie's Big Wiggle

          
        
          
	          Down the Hill to Nan's

          
        
          
	          The Little Ute That Could

          
        
          
	          My Friends and Me

          
        
          
	          The Tummy Pup: A Story About Trusting Your Gut (Coming Soon)

          
        
          
	          Tricky Things (Coming Soon)

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Portuguese

          
        
          
	          Peixinho Está com Fome

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Power Fusion

          
        
          
	          Fire Control

          
        
          
	          Flying

          
        
          
	          Turn Invisible

          
        
          
	          Mind Reading (Coming Soon)

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Rockabilly Romance

          
        
          
	          Dancing on the Grass

          
        
          
	          Dancing in the Sand

          
        
          
	          Dancing Down the Aisle

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Spanish

          
        
          
	          El Cerebro Ruidoso de Eric

          
        
          
	          No Estoy Cansado: Un Cuento de Ahorro de Luz Diurna Para Dormir

          
        
          
	          Pececito tiene hambre

          
        
          
	          El Pintor de Nubes

          
        
          
	          ¡No me digas lo que tengo que hacer!

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Miller Circle

          
        
          
	          The Lesson in Lying (Coming Soon)

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      This & That

          
        
          
	          This Kitten

          
        
          
	          This Puppy

          
        
          
	          This Bird

          
        
          
	          This Bunny

          
        
          
	          This Horse

          
        
          
	          This Mouse

          
        
          
	          This Lizard

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Catching Onix

          
        
          
	          Heart Swings

          
        
          
	          A Perfectly Imperfect Christmas

          
        
          
	          Plunkettville Pandemonium

          
        
          
	          Xenial Millenial

          
        
          
	          Hairy Scary Stories for Kids

          
        
          
	          The Sandy Clause

          
        
          
	          Christmas Trees & Summer Breeze

          
        
          
	          Between the Ripples

          
        
          
	          Rules of the Park

          
        
          
	          Military Wives

          
        
          
	          The Sky is (Actually) Falling (Coming Soon)

          
        
      

      
    
	    
	      
	      Watch for more at Renee Conoulty’s site.

	      
	    

	  
    


Table of Contents

Copyright Page

Also By Renee Conoulty

Dedication

Opal (Parrots for Purpose, #2)

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Further Reading: The Cat Who Found Her Family



  	
  	
			 

			
		
    For each and every volunteer, you make the world a little happier and better, one task at a time. Thank you!

      

    


[image: image]

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​​Chapter 1​

[image: ]


THE HOUSE FELT EMPTY, like a balloon that had lost all its air. I stood on my perch, squawking loudly to fill the silence. 

“Pretty bird! Pretty bird!” I called, trying to mimic Clancy’s cheerful tone, but my voice echoed back to me in a sad little tune. I fluffed my feathers and tilted my head, listening for the comforting sounds of Clancy’s laughter, but only silence answered.

Every morning had been the same since Clancy went back to school. He would stand by the door, his light brown hair flopping over his forehead and backpack slung over his thin shoulders, waving goodbye. I’d puff up my chest, calling out “Bye-bye!” like he taught me, but once he was gone, my world felt dimmer, as if someone had switched off the lights.

I hopped from perch to perch, desperate for entertainment. I repeated my best call—“Pretty bird! Pretty bird!”—hoping it might charm Clancy back home. But nothing happened; my words floated in the air with no reply. I sighed, flapping my wings and knocking over a toy with a loud thud. It gave a fleeting thrill of chaos, but the quiet swallowed it up again.

Ruffling my feathers in frustration, I mirrored Clancy’s mum, Amanda, with my best attempt at her voice, “Clancy! Time to get your shoes on!” My “vocalisation” was a garbled mess that didn’t even make sense to me. I just wanted Clancy back!

With a sad heart, I let out a loud squawk. “Whatcha doing?” I shouted, hoping the words would bring him back. I longed to say his name, but it wouldn’t come to me. 

Then I heard it—the distant, annoyed voice of Mrs Thompson across the street. “That bird is getting louder by the minute!” she shouted. 

My heart sank. Oh no, not Mrs Thompson! I felt the pangs of loneliness twist into frustration and anger. How could she not understand? I was just trying to fill the silence!

A faint tap-tap echoed at the window. I turned and saw one of the neighbourhood kids peeking in, eyes wide with surprise. I waved my wings in greeting, showcasing my vibrant green feathers. “Hello!” I squawked, a flicker of hope igniting. But the kid only stared, wide-mouthed, before darting off—probably convinced I was a wild creature best avoided.

What was the point of all this squawking if no one listened? I tried again, letting loose a louder rendition. “Hello!” I screeched, but the sound just felt empty without Clancy to fill it with laughter and joy.

In a fit of frustration, I tossed my head back and squawked again, letting all my feelings pour out. “Bye-bye! Hello!” It echoed through the empty house, but inside I whispered, Clancy! Come back! Please! As the quiet descended once again, that familiar knot formed in my chest.

I tried to distract myself by preening my feathers, but it didn't work. I missed spending all day with Clancy. Helping him with his school work, playing games, and sharing treats. I longed for the laughter, the warmth, and the sense of belonging that vanished when he left.

Glancing at the clock, I watched the hands move sluggishly, feeling trapped in a time warp. How long until Clancy returned? Each tick resonated painfully against the tranquility that surrounded me. The thought of an afternoon stretching out in silence made me restless.

What if I made more noise? Maybe if I shouted loud enough, Clancy would hear me at school and rush home! Determined, I lifted my beak high and let out the loudest, most enthusiastic squawk I could muster: “Pretty bird! Whatcha doing?”

But as soon as the sound left my beak, I imagined Mrs Thompson shaking her head, muttering her disapproval to her prickly garden flowers. I had to stop—or did I?

Sighing, I sank onto my perch, wrapping my wings around myself like a cozy blanket, as the loneliness settled deeper. I shuffled to the edge of my patch, trying to spy on the road, hoping for a glimpse of Clancy’s familiar figure bounding home. His absence echoed in my heart, and I just wanted to feel happy again.

Suddenly, my beak snapped shut. My eyes widened as I turned toward the door, envisioning Clancy swinging it open, bursting with stories from his day. “Hello,” I called, but nobody was there.

If only I could find a way to get through this long, lonely day without him!

What would I do until then? “Whatcha doing?” I squawked one last time, hoping somehow my feelings would reach him.
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